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PREFACE 

TO  THE  FIRST  EDITIOK. 

T 

XT  was  formerly  imagined  tliat  the  study  of  the 
English  law  from  its  nature  rendered  its  professors 
incapable  of  eloquence. 

Hume  seems  to  have  been  a convert  to  the  opi^ 
nion  ; and  though  in  one  of  his  essays  he  almost 
prophesies,  that  at  a future  day  eloquent  orators 
would  arise  in  the  British  Senate;  yet  with  respect 
to  the  bar  he  does  not  even  insinuate  a similar  pre- 
diction. At  that  time  the  notion  appeared  sanc- 
tioned by  experience,  and  eloquent  barristers  not 
having  previously  existed,  the  thing  was  deemed 
impossible.  The  period  of  an  Erskine  and  a 
Curran*  will  be  hereafter  considered  a new  iera 
in  the  eloquence  of  the  bar  of  these  kingdoms. 
Before  their  time  the  publication  of  the  state  trials 
exhibit  nothing  of  the  orator  in  the  pleadings  of 
the  lawyers ; even  the  cause  of  the  seven  bishops, 
on  the  event  pfwhich  depended  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
land, could  not  excite  energy  in  their  advocates. 
Their  speeches  are  excellent  in  legal  reasoning : 
they  have  np  pretension  to  eloquence.  I'he  alterar 
tion  of  the  law,  at  the  revolution,  by  permitting  an 
address  to  a jury  in  cases  of  high  treason,  enlargc(( 
the  field  of  the  barrister.  Notwithstanding  which,, 
in  the  numerous  prosecutions  of  tiie  adherents  of 

b the 

* Dunning  and  E.mgh  preceded  them  and  were  for  a short 
time  iheir  coiUeiiiporarles  ; they  were  as  interior  Ig  tht  s(;  ly 
^’otta  and  Hortensiiis  to  Cicero. 
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the  pretender,  the  counsel  for  the  n censed  were 
insensible  to  the  valuable  privilege  and  their  lan- 
guid defences  would  warrant  the  conclusion,  that 
the  magnitude  of  the  crime  w ith  w hich  the  client 
was  charged,  extinguished  the  talents  of  his  advo- 
cate, and  deprived  him  of  the  benefit  afforded  by 
the  legislature.  The  geniiisof  Erskine,afternearly 
the  lapse  of  a century,  called  forth  that  inestima- 
ble statuteinto  the  full  vigour  of  operation.  On  the 
trial  of  lord  George  Gordon,  he  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  with  honor  to  himself  and  advantage 
to  his  country  laid  the  foundation  of  that  high 
professional  rank  and  character,  wdiich  he  has  al- 
ways so  ably  and  independently  maintained. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Erskine's 
speeches  as  an  advocate  have  notyet  been  publish- 
ed in  a separate  volume.  They  are  only  to  be 
found  ill  the  printed  reports  of  the  trials  in  w’hich 
he  was  engaged.  And  from  the  difficulty  wdiich 
the  editor  of  the  present  volume  experienced  in 
collecting  those  of  Air.  Curran,  it  is  probable  in 
a few  years  to  procure  Mr.  Erskine’s  may  he  im- 
possible.^ From  a similar  neglect,  few  memorials 

are 

Since  the  second  edition  of  tins  work  came  out,  Mr.  Erskine’s 
sjjeeches  have  been  published.  And  either  from  more  accurate 
notes  of  them  having  been  taken  at  the  time  of  their  delivery, 
or  Irom  the  revision  of  the  advocate ; that  work  is  infinitely  better 
edited  than  liiis.  'I  he  present  third  edition,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  re-printing  of  the  second  edition.  Imperfect  as  the 
lormer  editions  of  this  work  have  been,  the  imperfections  of 
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are  now  to  be  had  of  the  professional  eloquence  of 
Dunning.  And  of  the  forensic  exertions  of  Burgh, 
nothing  remains  e:^cept'an  imperfect  note  of  the 
speech  he  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  Irish  house 
of  lords  in  the  Valentia  cause. — To  prevent  the 
same  fate  attending  those  efforts  of  the  talents  of 
Mr.  Curran,  the  memorials  of  which  time  has  not 
yet  destroyed,  the  editor  gives  this  volume  to  the 
public.  It  appears  under  the  disadvantage  of  be- 
ing neither  revised  nor  corrected  by  himself.  His 
professional  avocations  would  have  prevented  him 
yielding  to  such  an  application,  had  it  been  made; 
and  had  he  even  enjoyed  leisure  lor  the  task,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  the  modesty  of  genius,  which 
always  undervalues  its  own  productions,  would 
have  dictated  a refusal.  The  editor  determined 
not  to  request,  what  he  apprehended  would  not 
have  been  granted.  This  collection  is  therefore 
offered  to  the  public,  extracted  from  the  printed 
ephemeral  reports  ofthe  trialsin  which  the  speech- 
es were  delivered.  Mr.  Curran  is  neither  respon- 
sible lor  this  publication  nor  for  its  demerits.  And 

the 

which,  from  the  continuation  of  the  causes  assignevl  in  the  text 
still  exist,  the  editor  has  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  he  has  by 
those  imperfect  labours  conti  ibuted  to  extend  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Curran’s  talents  not  only  to  every  [)ait  of  Great-Britain,  but 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  And  it  must  be  alw  ays  a source 
of  the  liighest  gratihcaiion,  that  his  humble  endeavours  to  give  a 
publicity  as  large  as  its  merits,  to  tbe  genius  of  his  countryman, 
exerted  the  editor  of  Mr.  Erskine^s  forensic  exertions  to  give 
them  to  the  public  in  a separate  \^olk,  before  Ia[)se  of  time 
had  rendered  it  impossible. 
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the  editor  has  studioiislv  avoided  the  alteration  of 

^ f 

the  most  apparent  inaccuracies,  from  the  indeli- 
cacy that  would  attend  encroaching  on  the  privi- 
lege wdiich  should  be  left  to  every  public  man,  of . 
correcting  his  own  production,  if  at  any  time  he 
should  be  disposed  to  exert  it.  His  defences  of 
Tinny  and  Bond  \yere  considered  by  the  bar  as 
liis  ablest  performances  at  the  state  trials  of  the 
year  1798.  But,  unfortunately,  the  imperfect  , 
reports,  Avhichfrom  accident  or  design  were  given 
to' the  public,  are  rather  memorandums  of  facts, 
than  specimens  of  the  talents  of  the  advocate. 

If  better  could  have  been  procured,  the  public 
should  have  had  them. 

The  anonymous  editor  ofthevolumeofEdmond 
Burke’s  parliamentary  speeches,  which  appeared 
long  before  the  edition  of  his  works,  sanctioned  by 
himself,  did  not  labour  under  the  same  disadvan- 
tage. Each  of  them  had  been  previously  sent  into 
the  world,  touched  and  retouched  by  the  orator 
himselfinto  the  highest  stateofpolishandimprove- 
ment.  Perhaps  the  anxiety  of  finish  is  too  appa- 
rent, and  notwithstanding  many  fine  strokes  of 
the  sublime,  they  are  rather  elegant  political  es- 
says, than  eloquent  harangues.  The  orations  of 
Cicero  are  come  down  to  us  in  a state  much  su- 
perior to  what  they  were  when  delivered,  and  it 
is  clearly  ascertained  that  the  one  against  Verres 
that  for  Milo,  and  the  second  Phillippic,  are 
HQt  those  w'hich  tvere  spoken  at  the  time,  but 
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the  compositions  Of  subsequent  retirement  and 
study.  And  if  our  Irish  advocate,  in  the  period 
of  his  old  age,  in  that  interval  between  finishing 
the  business  of  one  world  and  entering  upon  the 
other,  that  period  to  which  we  all  look  forward 
as  the  season  of  the  noblest  enjoyment,  should 
have  leisure  and  inclination  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  Roman  orator,  this  volume,  by  bring- 
ing to  his  recollection  what  might  'otherwise 
have  been  irrecoverably  lost,  may  afford  him 
the  opportunity  of  leaving  to  posterity  a memo- 
rial worthy  of  himself.  If  the  smallest  fragments 
of  the  eloquence  of  Crassus,  who  directed  the 
education  of  Cicero,  of  Cotta  and  lloriensius, 
who  were  his  contemporaries  and  rivals,  could 
now  be  procured,  at  what  expense  w’ould  they 
be  purchased,  with  what  avidity  would  they  be 
read  by  every  lover  of  polite  litei'ature. 

This  volume,  going  down  to  future  times  even 
w ith  all  itsmanifolderrorsand  imperfections,  must 
be  highly  valuable'.  It  wdll  create  a pennaiient 
interest  in  a name,  which  might  only  be  known  by 
tradition  ; and  the  eloquence  of  the  Irish  bar  will 
be  supported  by  better  evidence  than  an  Aiidivi 
llibeniiam  oiirn Jiorulsse  tlaqacntid,^*  as  nothing  si- 
milar will  then  exist  to  induce  a belief  of  the  fact. 

Ireland  has  still  to  experience  the  advantage 
of  the  union.  If  any  such  now  exists,  it  is  ‘‘  a 

speck  not  yet  visible,  a small  seminal  principle 

rather 
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The  only  apology  for  this  digression,  if  in  truth 
it  can  be  called  such,  is  thatthe  writer  is  one,  who 
when  not  more  than  a child,  has  shed  the  tear  of 
the  heart,  listening  to  the  eloquence  of  a Flood 
and  a Grattan,  successfully  contending  for  the  ' 
rights  of  their  native  land.  He  was  then  of  an 
age  to  understand  such  things,  and  cannot  now 
forget  that  such  things  were : — whose  feelingstime 
has  not  yet  subdued — but  who,  wishing  to  prevent 
his  children  being  miserable,  will  think  it  a paren- 
tal duty  to  educate  them  in  sentiments  more  con- 
genial to  the  humbler  fortunes  of  their  country. — 
It  is  only  by  degrees  the  mind  of  man  is  reconciled 
to  his  situation — and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
observations  will  be  patiently  endured,  when  even 
the  flatterers  of  Augustus  could  without  fear  of. 
offence  stile  the  death  of  Cato  Jiobilc  lethum  and 
call  Brutus  and  Cassius  iiltimi  Romanoriim, 

These  are  neither  the  sentiments  of  abad  Irish^ 
man  nor  a bad  subject.  The  man  who  deplores 
the  extinction  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  to  be  con- 
sistent with  himself, 'must  ardently  wish  success  to 
England,  in  herpresent  contest  with  France.  The 
British  empire  in  the  existing  state  of  things  is  the 
great  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  Europe.  And 
Ireland  has  still  something  well  worth  defending. 

To  enter  upon  a criticism  of  Mr.  Curran’s  elo^ 
quence  w’onld  exceed  the  limits  of  a preface.  To 
assert  that  it  is  without  defect  would  be  absurds 
" The 
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The  greatest  orators  of  antiquity  perceived  and 
acknowledged  their  own  deficiencies.  The  perusal 
of  many  of  the  following  speeches,  however  inade- 
quately reported,  will  enable  the  reader  to  form  a 
better  j udgment  than  any  elaborate  critiq* je.  The 
editor,  who  has  often  observed  him  in  the  different 
branches  of  professional  exertion,  cannot  omit 
that  in  the  cross-examination  of  a witness  he  is  un- 
equalled. The  most  intricate  web  that  fraud,  ma- 
lice or  corruption  ever  wbve  against  the  life,  for- 
tune or  character  of  an  individual,  he  can  unravel. 
Let  truth  and  falsehood  be  ever  so  ingeniously 
dovetailed  into  each  other,  he  separates  them  with 
facility.  He  surveys  his  ground  like  a skilful 
general,  marks  every  avenue  of  approach ; 
knows  when  to  attack,  when  to  yield  ; instantly 
seizes  the  first  inconsistency  of  testimon}",  pur- 
sues his  advantage  with  dexterity  and  caution  ’till 
at  last  he  completely  involves  perjury  in  the 
confusion  of  its  contradictions.  And  while  the 
bribed  and  suborned  witness  is  writhing  in  the 
mental  agony  of  detected  falsehood,  wrings  from 
him  the  truth,  and  snatches  the  devoted  victim 
from  the  altar.  It  is  when  in  a case  of  this  kind 
he  speaks  to  a jury  that  he  appears  as  if  design- 
ed by  providence  to  be  the  refuge  of  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  the  protector  of  the  oppressed.  lu 
the  course  of  his  eloquence,  the  classic  trea- 
sures of  prophane  antiquity  are  exhausted.  He 
draws  fresh  supplies  from  the  sacred  fountain 
of  living  waters.  The  records  of  holy  writ  af- 
C 2 ford 
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ford  him  the  sublimest  allusions.  It  is  then  he 
sti  rs  every  principle  that  agitates  the  heart  or  sway  s 
the  conscience,  carries  his  auditory  whither  he 
pleases,  ascends  from  man  to  the  Deity,  and  again  ^ 
almost  seems  to  call  down  to  earth  fire  from  I lea- 
veil.  Wliilethey  who  listen,  filled  with  a sense  of 
inw^ard  greatness,  feel  the  high  nobility  of  their 
nature  in  beholding- a being  of  the  same  species 
gifted  with  such  transcendant  qualities,  and, 
wrapt  in  wonder  and  delight,  have  a momentary 
belief, — thatio  admire  the  talents,  is  to  partici- 
pate in  the  genius  of  the  orator. 

Mr.  Curran  has  from  his  first  mixing  with  the 
world,  enjoyed  the  intimate  acquaintance  of  many 
who  hold  the  first  rank  in  England  and  Ireland, 
for  private  integrity,  public  spirit,  fine  genius  and 
literary  acquirement,  and  is  connected  with  some 
of  them  (not  the  least  distinguished)  in  the  bonds 
of  the  strictest  friendship.  Imprivate  life  his  man- 
ners are  cheerful, sportive  and  good-natured, never 
over-valuing  himself.  ’ The  most  limited  talents 
in  private  intercourse  were  never  forced  by  him 
into  a feeling  of  inferiority,  nor  has  he  ever  in  the 
most  unrestrained  hours  of  social  mirth  panged 
the  lieart  of  any  who  were  present : so  well  is  his 
wit  tempered  by  the  urbanity 'of  his  disposition. 
It  is  much  superior  to  that  species  which  must 
always  have  an  object  to  ridicule,  and,  to  amuse  a 
company,  reiideroiie  of  the  party  miserable.  Nor 
is  it  of  that  second  rate  mongrel  kind,  which  al- 
ways 
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ways  dwells  in  anecdote,  to  create  an  opportunity 
of  quoting  itself,  but  is  of  the  purest,,  genuine 
nature,  flowing  spontaneously  from  the  subject 
of  conversation. 

The  descendants  of  Mr.  Curran,  to  the  remot- 
est period,  may  pride  themselves  on  being  sprung 
from  a man,  who,  during  seventeen  years  of  public 
life,  never  voted  in  parliament  contrary  to  tbe  in- 
terest or  liberty  of  his  country;  who,  governing 
his  political  conduct  by  the  maxims  of  an  Eng- 
lish whig  and  an  Irish  patriot,  shewed  himself  a 
genuine  friend  to  the  British  empire*— from  him 
who  never  on  any  occasion  was  frowned  by  power 
or  seduced  by  mean  ambition  into  an  abandon- 
ment of  his  client,  butin’every  situation  intre- 
pidly performed  the  duty  of  an  advocate^.  Who  if 
be  had  been  a man  cfuoqiie  faciiiore  properans 
clarescere'  instead  of  disdaining  to  acquire  ho- 
nours by  means  wliich  would  have  rendered  him 
unworthy  of  wearing  them,  might  early  ]n  life 
have  attained  the  proudest  professional  situations. 

The  bar  of  Ireland  will  long  hold  in  affection- 
ate recollection,  the  man  who  always  lived  in  an 
ingenuous  and  honourable  intercourse  with  his 
competitors  for  fame,  as  Cicero  did  with  Horten- 

sius 

* P'.Ir.  Erskine  Is  entitled  to  similar  praise,  tlio’  h«  has  never 
been  placed  in  situations  equally  trying.  The  state  of  England 
in  179ij  and  thatoi  Ireland  in  1798,  were  very  dillereni. 
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sius  who  cherished  with  the  kindest  notice  every 
appearance^  of  excellence  in  the  junior  part  of 
the  profession,  who  never  ostentatiously  display- 
ed his  superiority,  who,  conscious  of  his  great 
talents,  bestowed  praise  wherever  it  was  deserv- 
ed ; and  was  incapable  of  meanly  detracting 
from  the  merit  of  another  to  enhance  his  own. 
They  will  never  forget  him,  who,  on_every  oc- 
casion, proudly  asserted  the  dignity  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  advocate,  and  never  servilely 
surrendered  even  the  least  privilege  of  the  pro- 
fession. While  his  name  will  live  for  ever  hal- 
lowed in  the  grateful  remembrance  of  his  coun- 
try, unless  the  heart  of  man  shall  become  so  corrupt^ 
and  his  mind  so  perverted^  that  public  virtue  will 
neither  he  felt  nor  understood. 
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TO  rilE  SECOND  EDITION. 

TT'hE  demand  of  the  public  for  Mr.  Curran’s 
speeches,  notwithstanding  three  thousand  copies, 
(includingthe  whole  of  the  first  edition)  have  been 
sold,  induced  the  editor  to  publish  a third  edition. 
A few  of  Mr.  Curran’s  parliamentary  speeches 
are  added  to  the  collection  contained  in  the  first 
edition,  which  only  consisted  of  those  he  delivered 
in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duty.  They 
are  extracted  from  the  Irish  parliamentary  debates 
and  inciifierent  as  the  notes  of  the  speeches  deli- 
vered in  the  courts  of  law  may  appear,  these  are 
still  worse.  The  disappointment  expressed  almost 
every  purchaser,  at  not  finding  any  of  the  par- 
liamentary speeches  in  the  first  induced  the  editor 
to  add  them  in  the  present  edition.  They  are 
given  for  the  gratification  of  the  public,  although 
the  editor  is  convinced,  that  they  are  inmost  in- 
stances inferior  to  the  genius  of  Mr.  Curran.  In 
all  of  them,  however,  enough  appears  to  enable 
the  reader  to  form  an  idea,  though  probably  an 
imperfect  one,  of  Air.  Curran’s  eloquence  in  a 
popular  assembly.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
note  of  the  speech  on  the  catholic  question,  in  the 
year  179^,  is  so  defective,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  venture  to  publish  it,  though  it  was  one  of  the 
best  he  ever  delivered  m the  house  of  commons. 
It  containeda  description  of  the  rise,  progress  and 
extinction  of  liberty  in  the  nations  of  the  world 
formerly  most  celebrated  3 and  given  with  all  the 
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glowing  eiierg}"  of  a Burke,  without  any  of  his 
eccentricity.  The  aditor,  from  despair  of  obtain- 
ing it,  did  not  solicit  the  correction  of  the  orator 
for  the  former  edition  : — The  duties  of  the  high 
station  in  which  Mr.  Curran,  is  now  placed,^ 
rendering  the’  hope  of  success  in  such  an  ap- 
plication now  less  probable,  it  was  not  made  on 
the  jjresent  occasion.  The  editor,  notwith-' 
standing  the  imperfections  of  the  work,  is  confi- 
dent ofilsfavourable  reception  with  the  public.-— 
And  he  feels  an  honourable  pride,  that  by  this 
publication  he  may  be  the  humble  instrument  of 
perpetuating  to  posterity  the  productions  of  a 
man,  who  will  always  be  esteemed  as  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments  of  the  age  and  the  country 
in  which  he  lived. 

Cuuran  during  llie.  administration  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Jord 
Grenville  was  made  niaster  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland,  and  has  at  last  ex-  ’ 
pericnced  that  an  independant  spirit,^  public  integriiy  accompani- 
ed by  great  talents  are  not  insuperable  obstacles  to  professional 
advancement.  . , . 

Ireland  has  much  cause  to  lament  the  dismissal  of  that  adminis- 
tration : eniightened,  liberal,  and  sagacious,  the  men  who  com- 
posed it  tmderstood  the  true  interest  of  the  British  empire,  and 
had  entered  upon  the  work  of  making  Ireland  a happy  and  united 
country,  truly  .formidable  to  the  enemy  of  Britain.  They  by 
whose  means  they  have  been  supplanted  have  the  merit  of  inter- 
rnpting  the  labours  of  such  men. 
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SPEECH 

OF 

jOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Es^. 

' ON  THE 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION  of  LORD  MAYOR 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  DUBLIN, 

DELIVEFtED  BEFyiiE  the  LORD  LIEUTENANT. 

AND  ' 

PRIVY  COUNCIL  OF  IRELAND.  1730. 

MY  L'ORDS, 

I HAVE  the  hononr  to  appear  before  you  as 
counsel  for  the  commons  of  the  corporation  of  the 
metropolis  of  Ireland,  and  also  for  Mr.  alderman 
HowisCn,  who  hath  petitioned  for  your  approba- 
tion of  him  as  a fit  person  to  serve  as  lord  mayor, 
in  virtue  of  his  election  by  the  commons  to  that 
high  office ; and  in  that  capacity  I rise  to  address 
you  on  the  most  important  subject  that  you  have 
ever  been  called  upon  to  discuss. — Highly  inte- 
resting and  momentous  indeed,  my  lords,  must 
every  question  be,  tli^t,  even  remotely  and  event- 
ually, may  affect  the  welhbeing  of  societies,  or  the 
freedom,  or  the  repose  of  nations  : but  that  ques- 
tion, the  result  of  which,  by  ah  immediate  and 
direct  necessity,  must  decide,  either  fatally  or 
fortunately,  tlie  life  or  the  death  of  that  well- 
beingi  of  that  freedom,'  and  that  repose,  is  surely 
the  most  important  subject  on  which  human 
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wisdorh  can  be  employed,  if  any  subject  on  this 
side  the  grave  can  be  entitled  to  that  appellation. 

You  cannot  therefore,  my  lords,  be  surprised* 
to  see  this  place  crowded  by  such  numbers  of  our 
lellow  citizens : heretofore  they  were  attracted 
hither  by  a strong  sense  of  the  value  of  their 
rights,  and  of  the  injustice  of  the  attack  upon 
them ; they  felt  all  the  magnitude  of  the  contest ; 
but  they  were  not  disturbed  by  any  fear  for  the 
event;  they  relied  securely  on  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  and  the  integrity  of  those  who  were  to  de- 
cide upon  it.  But  the  public  mind  is  now  tilled 
with  a fear  of  danger,  the  more  painful  and  alarm- 
ing, because  hitherto  unforeseen ; the  public  are 
now  taught  to  fear,  that  their  cause  may  be  of 
doubtful  merits,  and  disastrous  issue;  that  rights, 
which  they  considered  as  defined  by  the  wisdom, 
and  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  written  lavv^, 
may,  now,  turn  out  to  be  no  more  than  ideal 
claims,  without  either  precision  or  security ; that 
acts  of  parliament  themselves  are  no  more  than 
embryos  of  legislation,  or  at  best  but  infants, 
whose  first  labours  must  be,  not  to  teach,  but  to 
learn;  and  which,  even  after  thirty  years  of  pupil- 
age,  may  have  thirty  more  to  pass  under  that 
guardianship,  which  the  wisdom  of  our  poliev 
has  provided  for  the  protection  of  minors.— Sorry 
am  I,  my  lords,  that  I can  offer  no  consolation  to 
my  clients  on  this  head ; and  that  I can  only  join 
them  in  bewailing,  that  the  question,  whose  result 
must  decide  upon  their  freedom  or  servitude,  is- 
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perplexed  with  difficulties,  of  which  we  never 
dreamed  before,  and  which  we  are  now  unable 
to  comprehend.  Yet  surely,  mj/ lords,  that  ques- 
tion must  be  difficult,  upon  which  the  wisdom  of 
the  representative  of  our  dread  sovereign,  aided 
by  the  learning  of  his  chancellor  and  his  judges,^ 
assisted  also  by  the  talents  of  the  most  conspicu- 
ous ofthe  nobles  and  the  gentry  of  the  nation,  has 
been  twice  already  employed,  and  employed  in 
vain. — We  know,  my  lords,  that  guilt  and  op- 
pression may  stand  irresolute  for  a moment  ere 
they  strike,  appalFd  by  the  prospect  of  danger, 
or  struck  with  the  sentiment  of  remorse ; but 
to  you,  my  lords,  it  were  presumption  to  impute 
injustice:  we  must  therefore  suppose  that  you 
have  delayed  your  determination,  not  because  it 
was  danq:erous,  but  beca  use  it  was  difficult  to  de^ 
cide:  and  indeed,  my  lords,  a firm  belief  of  this 
difficulty,  however  undiscoverable  by  ordinary  ta- 
lents, is  so  necessary  to  the  character  which  this 
august  assembly  ought  to  possess  and  to  merit  from 
the  country,  that  I feel  myself  bound  to  atchieve 
it  by  an  effort  of  n)y  faith,  if  I should  not  be  able 
to  do  so  by  any  exertion  of  my  understanding. 

In  a question  therefore  so  confessedly  obscure 
as  to  baffle  so  much  sagacity,  I am  not  at  liberty 
to  suppose,  that  certainty  could  be  attained  by  a 
concise  examination.  Bending  then,  as  I do,  my 
lords,  to  your  high  authority,  I feel  this  diffi- 
culty as  4 call  upon  me  to  examine  it  at  large ; 
and  I feel  it  as  an  assurance,  that  1 shall  be 
beard  with  patience. 
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The  lord  mayor  of  this  city  hath  from  time  im-* 
memorial  been  a magistrate,  not  appointed  by  the 
crown,  but  elected  by  his  lellow-citizens.  From 
the  history  of  the  early  periods  of  this  corpora- 
tion, and  a view  of  its  charters  aiKl  by-laws,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  ■ commons  had  from  the  earliest 
periods  participated  the  important  right  of  elec- 
tion to  that  high  trust ; and  it  was  natural  and 
just,  that  the  whole  body  of  citizens,  by  them-  ' 
selves,  or  their  representatives,  should  have  a share 
in  electing  those  magistrates,  who  were  to  govern 
them:  as  it  was  their  birth-right  to  be  rule<l 
only  by  laws,  which  they  had  a share  in  enacting. 

The  aldermen,  however,  soon  became  jealous 
of  this  participation,  encroached  by  degrees  upon 
the  commons,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  en- 
grossing to  themselves  the  double  privilege  of  elU 
gibility  and  of  election;  of  being  the  only  body^^ 
out  of  which,  and  by  which,  the  lord  mayor 
could  be  chosen.  Nor  is  it  strange,  that  in  those 
times,  a board,  consisting  of  so  small  a number 
as  twenty-four  members,  with  the  advantages  of 
a more  united  interest,  and  a longer  continuance 
in  office,  should  have  prevailed,  even  contrary  to 
so  evident  principles  of  natural  justice  and  con- 
stitutional right,  against  the  unsteady  resistance 
of  competitors,  so  much  less  vigilant,  so  much 
more  numerous,  and  therefore  so  much  less 
united. — It  is  the  common  fate  of  the  indolent  to 
see  their  rights  become  aprey  totheaetj^^e. — The 
condition  upon  which  God  hath  given  liberty  to 
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man  is  eternal  vigilance;  which  condition  if  ho 
break,  servitude  is  at  once  the  consequence  of 
his  crime,  and  the  punishment  of  his  guilt. 

In  this  state  of  abasement  the  commons  re- 
mained for  a number  of  years;  sometimes  su- 
pinely acquiescing  under  their  degradation  ; 
sometimes,  what  was  worse,  exasperating  the 
fury,  and  alarming  the  caution  of  their  oppres- 
sors, by  inelfectuai  resistance  : — The  slave  that 
struggles  without  breaking  his  chain,  provokes 
the  tyrant  to  double  it ; and  gives  him  the  plea  of 
self-defence  for  extinguishing  what,  at  first,  he 
only  intended  to  subdue. 

In  the  year  1672,  it  was  directed  by  one  of  the 
new  rules,  made  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy 
council,  under  the  authority  of  the  ac  t of  expla- 
nation, that  No  person  should  be  capable  of 
serving  in  the  office  of  lord  mayor,  until  ap- 
proved  of  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  Council;*’ 
and  this  was  apov/er  given  after  the  unhappy  civil 
commotions  in  this  country,  to  prevent  any  per- 
son, who  w^as  not  a loyal  subject,  from  holding 
so  important  a trust;  and  upon  this  single  ground, 
namely  disloyalty,  have  you,  my  lords,  any  au- 
thority to  withhold  your  approbation. 

From  that  time,  till  the  year  1759,  no  farther 
.^Iteration  appears  to  have  taken  })lace  in  the 
mode  of  electing  the  chief  magistrate.  At  this 
)atter  period  the  act  of  tlie  33  G.  11.  was  passed  : 
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the  occasion  and  the  object  of  that  law  are  uni* 
versally  known.  A city  so  encreased  in  popula- 
tion, in  opulence,  and  in  consequence,  could  not 
tiiniely  submit  to  have  its  corporate  rights  mono- 
polized by  a few,  who  were  at  once  the  tyrants 
of  the  metropolis,  and  the  slaves  of  the  govern- 
ment. IMagistrates,  elected  by  the  board  of  aider- 
men,  were  in  fact  nominated  by  the  court,  and 
were  held  in  derision  and  abhorrence  by  the 
people.  The  public  peace  was  torn.by  unseemly 
diss*msior*s ; and  the  authority  of  the  law  itself 
was  lost  in  die  contempt  of  the  magistrate.  The 
legislature  felt  itself  called  upon  to  restore  the 
constitution  of  the  city,  to  restore  and  ascertain 
the  rights  of  the  commons,  and  thereby  to  re- 
deem the  metropolis  from  the  fatal  effects  of  op- 
pression, of  servitude,  and  of  anarchy. — In  say- 
ing this,  my  lords,  1 am  founded  on  the  preamble 
of  the  act  itself. — Whereas  dissensions  and  dis- 
putes  have,  from  a dissatisfaction  as  to  some 
parts  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  corpo- 
ration  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  arisen,  and  for 
sonic  years  past  subsisted  among  several  citi- 
zens  of  the  said  city,  to  the  weakening  the 
authority  of  the  magistrates  thereof,  who  are 
hereby  rendered  the  less  able  to  preserve  the 
“ public  peace  within  the  said  city  : Therefore, 

‘‘  for  remedying  the  aforesaid  mischiefs  and  in- 
conveniences,  and  for  restoring  harmony  and 
mutual  good  will  among  the  citizens  of  the  said 
city,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  good  order 
therein:  At  the  humble  petition  of  the  lord 
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mayor,  sheriiTs,  commons  and  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  be  it  enacted,  &c. 

Here  are  stated  the  mischief  acknowledged, 
and  the  remedy  proposed with  this  view,  the 
statute  has  ascertained  the  constituent  parts  of 
the  corporation,  their  respective  members,  their 
rights,  and  the  mode  of  their  election,  with  so  mi- 
nute and  detailed  an  exactness,  as  even  to  enact 
many  of  those  regulations  which  stood  upon  the 
authority  of  the  new  rules,  or  the  antient  charters 
and  by-laws,  and  in  which  no  alteration  whatso- 
ever was  intended  to  be  made;  and  this  it  did,  that 
the  city  might  not  be  left  to  explore  her  rights 
by  uncertain  deduction  from  obscure  or  distant 
sources,  but  that  she  might  see  the  whole  plan  ia 
a single  view,  comprised  within  the  limits  of  a 
single  statute,  and  that  so  intelligibly  to  every 
common  understanding,  as  to  prec  lude  all  possi- 
bility of  doubTt,  and  thereby  all  further  danger 
of  cavil  or  dissension. 

For  this  purpose  it  enacts,  That  the  com- 
“ men  council  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  consisting 
of  the  lord  mayor  and  twenty-four  aldermen, 
“ sitting  apart  by  themselves  as  berelofore,  and 
“ also  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  said  city  for  the  time 
being,  and  sheriffs’  peers  not  exceeding  forty* 
‘‘  eight,  and  of  ninety-six  freemen,  who  are  to 
be  elected  into  the  said  corriinon  council  out 
of  the  several  guilds  or  corporations  of  the 
“ said  city  in  manner  liereafter  mentioned,  be 
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and  for  ever  hereafter  shall  be  deemed  and 

taken  to.  be  the  common  council  of  the  said 

city  and  the  representative  body  of  the  cor- 
‘‘  poration  thereof.” 

It  tlien  prescribes  the  mode  of  electing  repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  guilds  and  the  time  of 
their  service,  in  w’hich  the  right  of  the  commons 
is  exclusive  and  without  controh’ 

It  then  regulates  the  election  of  sheriffs : The 
commons  nominate  eight  freemen,  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  elect  two  from  that  number. 

Then  of  aldermen ; The  mayor  and  aldernien 
nominate  four  sheriffs’  peers  ^ the  commons  elect 
one  of  them. 

And  here,  my  lords,  give  me  leave  to  observei 
tiicit  this  exclusive  right  of  electing  their  owii 
representatives,  and  this  participation  in  the  elec- 
tion of  their  magistrates  is  given  to  the  popular 
part  of  the'  corporation  to  be  exercised,  as  all 
right  of  sufirage  is  exercised  by  the  constitution' 
of  this  country ; that  is,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  judgment  or  of  affection,  and  without  any 
authority  vested  in  any  human  tribunal,  of  cate- 
chising as  to  the  motives  that  may  operate  on 
the  mind  of  a free  elector  in  the  preference  of 
one  candidate  or  the  rejection  of  another. 

I WILL  now  state  to  your  lordships  that  part  of 
the  statute  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  this  day. 

‘ And 


■ And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  name  of  every  person  who  shall 
hereafter  be  elected  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  the  said  city,  or  the  usual  quorum 
of  them,  to  serve  in  the  office  or  place  of 
lord  mayor  of  the  said  city,  shall  be  returned 
by  them  to  the  commons  of  the  common 
council  of  the  said  city  for  their  approbation  ; 
without  which  approbation  such  person  shall 
not  be  capable  of  serving  in  the  office  or  place 
of  lord  mayor;  and  if  it  shall  happen,  that 
the  said  commons,  shall  reject  or  disapprove 
of  tlie  person  so  returned  to  them,  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  or  the 
usual  quorum  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time 
elect  another  person  to  serve  in  the  office  or 
place  of  lord  mayor  of  the  said  city  and  shall 
from  time  to  time  return  the  name  of  the 
person  so  by  them  elected  to  the  commons  of 
the  common  council  of  the  said  city  for  their 
approbation,  and  so  from  time  to  time  until 
the  said  commons  shall  approve  of  the  person 
‘‘  returned  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
the  said  city,  or  the  usual  quorum  of  them  ; 
provided  always,  that  such  election  into  the 
said  office  of  lord  mayor  shall  be  of  some  per- 
son  from  among  the  aldermen,  and  that  the 
commons  shall  approve  of  some  one  person  so 
elected  and  returned  to  them  for  their  appro- 
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And  for  the  preventing  the  mischiefs  and 
inconveniencies  which  may  arise  from  a failure 
of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  in  the  ap- ' 
pointment  of  necessary  officers ; be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  either  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  the  commons  of 
the  said  city,  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  assemble 
at  or  within  the  usual  times  for  the  electing 
‘‘  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  sheriffs  respec- 
lively ; or  being  assembled  shall  omit  or  refuse 
to  do  what  is  hereby  required  to  be  done  by 
them  respectively,  for  the  election  and  appoint- 
ment  of  the  said  officers;  then,  and  as  often  as 
the  case  shall  happen,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
“ fill  for  the  commons  in  case  such  default  shall 
be  in  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  for  the 
‘‘  aldermen  in  case  such  default  shall  be  in  the 
commons,  or  for  the  usual  quorum  of  them  res- 
pectively,  without  any  summons  for  that  pur- 
pose,  to  assemble  themselves  at  tlie  tholsel  of 
the  said  city  on  next  following  day,  (not  being 
Sunday,)  or  in  case  the  same  shall  happen  to  be 
“ on  Sunday,  then  on  the  Monday  next  follow- 
ing,  and  then  and  there  to  elect  the  said  officers 
respective!}^  as  the  case  shall  require  ; and 
“ every  such  election,  so  made,  shall  and  is  here- 
by  declared  to  be  valid  and  effectual  to  all 
intents  and  purposes. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid'  That  every  election 
‘‘  by  the  said  several  guilds,  for  the  constituting 
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of  their  representatives  in  the  common  council 
of  the  said  city,  and  every  election  made  or 
approbation  given  by  the  commons  of  the  said 
common  council  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
by  ballot,  and  not  otherwise. 

Provided  always,  that  notwithstanding 
anything  in  this  act  contained,  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  enabled  or  made  capable  to 
serve  in  or  execute  the  office  or  place  of  lord 
mayor  or  sheriff,  recorder  or  town  clerk  of  the 
said  corporation,  until  he  or  they  shall  respec- 
tively  be  approved  of  by  the  lord  lieutenant 
or  other  chief  governor  or  governors  and  privy 
council  of  this  kingdom,  in  such  manner  as 
hath  heretofore  been  usual.” 

/ 

Under  this  act,  at  the  Easter  quarter  assem- 
bly, held  on  the  1 6th  day  of  April,  1790,  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  sent  down  the  name 
of  Mr.  alderman  James  to  the  commons,  who  re- 
jected him;  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  elected 
seven  other  persons,  who  were  sent  down  to  the 
commons  and  successively  rejected  ; tlie  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  then  broke  up  their  meeting 
^yithout  sending  down  the  name  of  any  other 
person,  or  conceiving  that  the}^  had  any  rigid 
whatsoever  to  question  the  commons  touching 
their  reasons  for  rejecting  those  who  had  been 
so  rejected, 
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The  shcriiTs  and  commons,  tlmiking  that  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  had  omitted  to  do  ndiat 
ivas  required  of  them  by  the  statute  to  do,  namely 
to  proceed  by  sending  down  the  name  of  another 
person,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  &c.  assembled 
and  elected  Mr.  alderman  Hcwison,  Avhom  they 
returned  for  the  approbation  of  this  board. — The 
lord  mayor  .and  aldermen  returned  Air.  James 
also  as  duly  elected  ; the  claims  of  both  parties 
were  heard  by  their  counsel,  and  this  board  did 
not  think  proper  to  approve  of  either  candidate ; 
the  city  proceeded  to  a new  election  ; the  name 
of  Mr.  James  was  again  sent  clown,  and  rejected 
as  before ; a message  was  then  sent  to  demand 
of  the  commons  the  reason  of  their  disapproba- 
tion ^ they  declined  giving  any  answer,  but  that 
h was  their  legal  right  to  do  as  they  had  done  : 
Air.  James  was  accordingly  returned  as  duly 
elected  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen;  the 
sherifts  and  commons,  as  before,  elected  and  re- 
turned Mr.  Howison;  the  claims  of  the  candid- 
ates were  again  debated  before  this  honorable 
board,  but  nothing  was  decided. 

A THIRD  assembly  has  since  been  held,  iri 
which  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  have  acted 
as  before  and  returned  Air.  James;  the  sheriffs 
and  commons  have  elected  Air.  Howison,  who 
has  petitioned  for  your  approbation  in  virtue  of 
that  election. 


I TRUST, 


I TRUSl',  niy  lords,  you  'vvill  think  it  novi;* 
time  to  decide  the  question  ; — my  client  calls 
for  that  decision  ; his  opponents  cannot  wish  for 
longer  procrastination  ; in  the  progress  of  their 
pretensions  hitherto  they  have  found  the  fears, 
and  odium,  and  reprobation  of  the  public  eur 
creasing  upon  them. 

It  is  full  time  to  cornpose  the  disquietude  of 
that  public  : — the  people  do  not  always  perceive 
the  merits  or  the  magnitude  of  a question  at  a 
single  glance,  but  they  now  completely  compre- 
hend its  merits  and  importance,  they  are  now 
satisfied  that  every  thing  that  can  be  of  value  to 
men  may  be  lost  or  secured  by  the  event  of  the 
present  contest. 

The  claim  of  my  clients  has  been  impeached 
upon  an  alleged  meaning  of  this  act,  and  also 
upon  certain  facts  stated  by  the  learned  counsel 
on  the  other  side,  and  admitted  as  proved  ; of 
v/hich  facts,  and  the  arguments  upon  them,  I 
will  take  notice  in  their  proper  place. 

As  to  the  invective  so  liberally  bestowed  upon 
my  fellow-citizens,  it  best  becomes  the  unliircd, 
voluntary  advocate  of  their  rights  to  pass  them 
without  remark.*  I feel  them  of  too  high  res- 
pect 


* Mr.  Curran  here  alludes  to  certain  abusive  passages  con- 
tained in  the  speech  of  Dr,  Duigenan,  who  appeared  before 
the  council  as  advocate  for  alderman  James  and  the  board  oi 
ajdennen. 
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pect  to  be  protected  by  panegyric  or  avenged 
by  invective;  I shall  therefore  treat  those  sallies 
of  the  learned  gentleman’s  imaginations  as  I 
would  the  flights  of  their  doves,  they  come  abroad 
only  aniino  revertcndl^  and  ought  to  be  suffered 
to  return  unmolested  to  their  owners. 

The  right  of  Mr.  Howison  is  confessed  by 
the  counsel  for  his  opponents  to  be  warranted  by 
the  letter  of  the  law.  The  mayor  and  aldermen 
sent  down  Mr.  Jamfes;  he  was  rejected  by  the 
commons,  who  sent  to  request^  that  another 
might  be  sent  down ; the  board  did  not  send 
do\yn  another,  bnt  demanded  a reason  for  the  re- 
jection pf  Mr.  James,  which  by  the  letter  of  the 
act  they  were  certainly  not  warranted  in  doing. 
But  it  is  said  that  by  the  sound  construction  of 
that  law,  the  commons  have  a right  to  reject 
only  for  good  cause,  and  that  having  refused  to 
assign  such  cause,  they  have  been  guilty  of  a 
default  which  has  transferred  the  sole  right  of 
election  to  the'  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  who 
have  accordingly  elected  Mr.  James, 

Lord  chancellor. — The  question  here^is, 
can  a mere  right  of  rejection  or  approbation 
supersede  a right  of  election.” 

Mr.  Curran. — If  I can  satisfy  this  board 
that  that  is  not  the  question,  I trust  I shall  be 
heard  with  patience  as  to  what  I conceive  to  be 
the  question. 


..  I say 
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1 say,  my  lords,  that  is  not  the  question;  because, 

1st.  The  mode  and  the  rights  of  election  in 
this  case  turn  not  upon  any  general  doctrine  of. 
the  common  law,  but  upon  an  express  statute, 
which  statute  would  never  have  been  made,  had 
it  not  been  intended  by  the  legislature  to  pres- 
cribe rules  of  direction,  dilfereiit  from  those  of, 
the  common  law. 

2!dly,  The  rule  alluded  to  relates  to  officers  in 
corporations,  as  in  the  case  cited,  who  have  a 
naked  authority  to  admit,  but  can  reject  only 
for  a plain  defect  of  right  in  the  candidate,  and 
who,  if  a mandamus  is  directed  to  him  requiring 
him  to  admit,  must  return  a legal  cause  of  his 
disapprobation,  that  the  truth  of  the  fact,  or  the 
validity  of  the  cause  may  be  duly  tried. 

But  there  is  clearly  no  analogy  between  such 
an  officer  and  the  great  body  of  the  commons 
of  this  city. 

1st.  That  officer  has  no  elective  authority' 
whatsoever  ; — it  is  admitted  that  the  act  gives  to 
the  commons  at  least  a concurrent  elective  con- 
trol, and,  if  the  mayor  and  aldermen  “ make 
default,”  an  exclusive  right  to  elect,  which  shall 
be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  !” 

2dly,  That  officer  has  a sort  of  judicial  power, 
v.’hich  is  well  placed  in  a single  permanent  indi- 
vidual, who  is  capable  of,  and  responsible  for 

the 


the  exercise  of  a judicial  power;— but  it  would 
be  monstrous  to  give  a judicial  power  to  a fluctu- 
ating multitude ; for  they  cannot  be  presumed 
capable  of  exercising  it,  nor  could  they  be  re- 
sponsible for  such  exercise  by  any  course  of  law ; 
for,  suppose  a mandamus  directed  to  them  re- 
quiring them  to  approve^  how  is  it-possible  to 
make  any  true  return  to  such  writ  ? How  can 
any  man  assign  a cause  for  that  rejection  whiclk 
the  law  requires  to  be  by  ballot,  and  consequently 
secret  ? Or,  suppose  a party  of  the  commons  are 
practised  updn  to  return  a cause,  and  that  de- 
f^ignedly  an  invalid  one,  how  shall  the  residue 
of  the  commons  be  able  to  justify  themselves 
by  alleging  the  true  and  valid  cause  of  their 
disapprobation  ? 

To  try  it  therefore  by  such  a rule  is  to  try  it. 
by  a rule  clearly  having  no  general  analogy  to 
the  subject,  nor  even  a possible  application,  ex- 
cept so  far  only  as  it  begs  the  question. 

My  lordsy  it  is  absurd  to  ask  how  a simple 
power  of  approbation  or  rejection  for  cause; 
shall  be  controlled,  unless  it  is  first  determined 
wdiether  the  commons  have  that  simple  power 
only,  or  whether  they  have,  what  I think  they 
clearly  have  under  the  statute,  a peremptory 
right  of  approving  or  rejecting  without  any 
control  whatsoever.  . ^ ' 

If  they  have  but  a simple  right  to  reject  for 
cause,  and  ought  to  have  assigned  such  cause 

under 
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imder  the  law,  they  have  been  guilty  of  a default, 
and  the  sole  right  to  elect  devolves  to  the  board 
of  aldermen,  who,  of  course,  have  duly  elected. 
If  they  are  not  bound  to  assign  such  a reason, 
.manifestly  the  aldermen  have  acted  against  law, 
and  by  their  default  have  lost  this  power,  and 
the  commons  have  duly  elected  Mr.  Howison. 

Now,  my  lords,  in  examining  this  question, 
you  must  proceed  by  the  ordinary  rule  of  con- 
struction, applicable  alite  to  every  statute;  that 
of  expounding  it  by  the  usual  acceptation  and 
natural  context  of  the  words  in  which  it  is  con- 
ceived.— Do  the  words  then,  my  lords,  or  the 
natural  context  of  this  act,  describe  a limited 
power  of  rejecting  only  for  cause  to  be  assigned, 
or  a peremptory  power  of  rejecting  without  any 
such  cause  ? — Says  the  act,  If  it  shall  happen 
that  the  commons  shall  reject  or  disapprove 
The  law  describes  this  accidental  rejection  in  lan- 
guage most  clearly  applicable  to  the  acts  of  men 
assembled,  not  as  judges,  but  as  electors,  not  to 
judge  by  laws  which  they  have  never  learned, 
but  to  indulge  their  affections,  or  their  caprice  ; 
and  therefore  justly  speaks  of  a rejection,  not 
tlie  result  of  judgment  but  of  chance. 

If  it  shall  happen  that  they  shall  reject  or 
disapprove  my  lords,  you  cannot  say  these 
words  are  synonymous;  in  acts  every  word  must 
have  its  meaning  if  possible;  “ To  rejecty'  contra- 
distinguished to  disapproves'^  is  to  reject  by  an 
D act 
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act  of  the  will ; to  disapprove,  supposes  some 
act  of  the  judgment  also. 

The  act  then  clearly  gives  a right  of  rejecting, 
distinct  from  disapprobation,  which  by  no  possi- 
bility can  be  other  than  a peremptory  right 
without  limit  or  control. 

But  here,  if  a reason  must  be  had,  the  law 
Would  naturally  prescribe  some  mode  of  having 
it  demahded  !— this,  how^ever,  unluckily  cannot 
be  done  without  a direct  violation  of  the  act, 
which  enjoins,  that  the  two  bodies  shall  sit 
a’part,  and  by  themselves  as  heretofore  but 
at  least  it  might  have  left  the  board  of  aldermen 
the  means  of  making  a silent  struggle  for  the 
approbation  of  their  favourite  candidate,  by 
sending  him  down  again  for  reconsideration. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  the  law  is  express,  that 
“ if  the  commons  shall  happen  to  reject  or' dis- 
approve  the  first,'"  they  must  then  proceed  to 
send  down  the  name,  not  of  /um,  but  of  another^ 
'and  so  on.-^How  long,  my  lords  ? tJntil  a good 
reason  shall  be  assigned  for  the  rejection  ot  the 
iirst  ? No,  ray  lords,  ft  is  until  the  commons 
shall  approve  of  some  one  person,  so  sent  down 
and  to  this  right  of  rejection,  which  the  law  has 
supposed  might  happen  so  often,  the  law  has 
opposed  the  limit  of  a single  proviso  only,  ap-  _ 
plicable  enough  to  a peremptory  right  of  rejec- 
tion, but  singular  indeed,  if  applied  to  rejection 
for  cause , ‘‘  Provided  always,  that  such  election 

into 


into  the  said  office  of  lord  mayor  shall  be  of 
some  person  from  among  the  aldermen,  and 
that  the  commons  shall  approve  of  some  one 
“ person  so  elected  and  returned  to  them  for  their 
approbation.’^— A rejection  without  cause  to 
be  assigned,  being  a mere  popular  privilege,  may 
be  limited  in  its  extent  by  reasons  of  expediency; 
but  a judicial  power  of  rejecting  for  legal  cause 
cannot  be  so  controlled  without  the  grossest  ab^ 
jsurdity.  It  is  like  a peremptory  challenge,  which 
is  given  to  a prisoner  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
law,  and  may  be  therefore  restricted  within  rea- 
sonable bounds.  But  a challenge  for  cause  is 
given  of  common  right,  and  must  be  allowed  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  found  to  exist,  even  though 
the  criminal  should  remain  for  ever  untried,  and 
the  crinie  for  ever  unpunished. 

Permit  me  now,  my  lords,  to  try  this  con- 
struction contended  for  by  another  test.  Let 
us  put  it  into  the  form  of  a proviso,  and  see  how 
it  accords  with  the  proviso,  which  you  find  actu- 
ally expressed  : Provided  always,  that  the com- 
mons  shall  be  obliged  to  approve  of  the  first 
“ person  whose  name  shall  be  sent  down  to 
them,  unless  they  shall  assign  good  legal  cause 
for  their  rejection.’*  The  proviso  expressed  is. 
Provided  that  they^shall  approve,  not  of  the 
“ first  person,  but  of  some  one  person  so  elec- 
ted.”  Can  any  thing  be  more  obvious  than 
Vhe  inconsistency  of  two  such  provisoes  ? 

D 


Give 


20 


Give  me  leave,  my  lords,  to  compare  this  sup- 
posed proviso  with  the  enacting  part  of  the  sta- 
tute. It  says,  that  if  the  first  person  sent  down 
be  rejected,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  shall 
then  proceed  to  elect  another  and  send  down 
his  name  but  if  this  supposed  proviso  were  to 
make  apart  of  the  act,  they  would  not  be  oblig- 
ed to  send  down  another  name,”  but  would  be 
authorized  to  insist  upon  the  claim  of  the  first 
candidate,  by  demanding  a reason  for  his  rejec- 
tion. This  supposed  proviso  therefore,  and  of 
course  this  superinduced  construction,  is  direct- 
ly incompatible  both  with  the  body  and  the 
proviso  of  the  statute  itself. 

But  see  further,  my  lords,  what  you  do  by 
such  a construction;  you  declare  that  the  benefit 
« of  this  statute,  which  is  given  expressly  to  the 
commons,  is  given  upon  a tacit  condition,  by 
the  breach  of  which  that  benefit  is  utterly  for- 
feited. Do  you  think,  my  lords,  you  shall  act 
consistently  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
or  of  the  law  of  Ireland,  if  vou  declare  and  en- 
force  a cause  of  forfeiture  written  in  no  law  what- 
soever, and  devised  only  by  your  own  interpre- 
tation r or  do  you  not  feel,  my  lords,  to  what 
a wretched  state  of  servitude  the  subject  is  re- 
duced, if  criminality  and  forfeiture  are  to  depend, 
not  on  the  plain  and  permanent  meaning  of  the 
law,  but  upon  the  dreams  and  visions  of  caprici- 
ous interpretators  ? If  a constructive  cause  of 
forfeiture  can  be  warranted,  by  which  any  part. 
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or  any  individual,  of  a corporation  shall  be  ad- 
judged to  have  lost  their  franchise;  by  the  same 
' principle  may  a constructive  offence  and  forfei- 
ture be  devised,  by  which  an  whole  corporation 
shall  be  stripped  of  its  charter.  Says  tlic  law, 

If  they  shall  omit  or  refuse  to  do  what  they 
are  required  to  do  by  this  act,”  they  lose  the 
benefit  thereof:  but  this  curious  construction 
would  declare,  that  the  commons  have  forfeited 
the  benefit  of  the  statute,  by  refusing  to  do  that, 
which  the}’  are  not  required  by  this  or  any  other 
act  to  do. 

If  then,  my  lords,  you  call  this  power  of  rejec- 
tion or  disapprobation,  a power  to  be  regulated 
by  teclinical  maxims  of  the  common  law,  and  to 
be  exerted  only  for  legal  cause  to  be  assigned ; 
what  is  it  but  to  give  the  law  a meaning  which 
the  legislature  never  spoke  what  is  it  but  to 
nullify  a statute  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  an  arbitrary  construction,  supported  only 
by  the  most  pitiful  of  all  argumentative  fallacies, 
an  assumption  of  what  cannot  be  proved  ; or,  to 
describe  it  in  termsmoresuitedto  its  demerit,  tiiat 
mixture  of  logical  poverty,  and  ethical  meanness, 
which  stoops  to  beg  what  it  has  not  industry  to 
acquire,  nor  craftiness  to  steal,  nor  force  to  extort. 

But  see,  my  lords,  v/liether  this  infallible 
rule  of  the  common  law,  upon  w’hich  the  whole 
merits  of  this  case  have  been  rested,  will  not  if 
admitted,  be  subversiv’e  of  the  authority  wliicli 
it  would  seem  to  support. 
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By  one  of  the  new  rules,  and  a clause  in 
this  act  of  parliament,  no  person  can  serve  as 
mayor  without  the  approbation  of  this  board. 
This  power  of  approving  was  notoriously  given 
for  tlie  security  of  the  government ; and  hath 
now  for  upwards  of  a century  been  exercised 
upon  no  other  ground  whatever.  By  a clause  in 
this  act,  no  person  can  serve  as  mayor  without 
the  approbation  of  the  commons,  and  this  right 
of  approbation,  as  notoriously,  was  given  to  in- 
crease the  powder  of  the  people  ; and  the  com- 
mons have  accordingly  so  exercised  it  uniformly 
for  thirty  years ; it  is  observable  that  this  right 
of  approbation  is  given  to  them  in  language 
more  emphatical  than  it  is  to  your  lordships,  but 
for  argument  sake  I will  suppose  ttie  words  the 
same : now  if  by  the  common  law,  all  right  of 
approving  or  rejecting  can  be  founded  only  upon 
legal  cause  to  be  assigned,  what  becomes  of 
■your  lordships'  decision  ? You  have  already  re- 
fused your  approbation  to  the  two  present  peti- 
tioners, having  both  exactly  the  same  pretensions 
to  your  app  obation  which  they  have  at  present ; 
you  have  refused  your  approbation,  and  you 
have  assigned  no  cause : but  let  me  ask  a much 
morematerial  question,  w^hatinthatcasebecomes 
of  your  lordships'  power  ? The  same  words  in  the 
same  act  of  parliament  cannot  have  two.  different 
constructions  ; If  the  commons  are  bound  t©  as- 
sign a legal  cause  for  rejection,  you,  my  lords, 
must  be  similarly  bound;  and  the  law  will  then 
coerce  the  commons,  and  coerce  your  lordships, 

in 
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in  a manner  directly  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
the  act  y it  will  then  cease  to  be  a law  for  the 
protection  of  liberty  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  se- 
curity of  government  on  the  other ; for,  being 
equally  confined  to  a rejection  for  legal  cause, 
the  commons  may  be  obliged  to  approve  a can- 
didate, not  legally  disqualified,  though  an  enemy 
to  their  liberty,  and  yom  lordships  be  restrained 
from  rejecting  a candidate,  not  legally  disqualifi- 
ed, though  an  enemy  to  the  state.  See  then,  my 
lords,  to  what  you  will  be  reduced : you  must  ei- 
ther admit,  that  the  statute  has  confined  you  both 
equally  to  decide  upon  the  mere  question  of  legal 
capacity  or  incapacity  only,  of  which  they  are 
clearly  incapable  of  judging,  and  on  which  it  is 
here  admitted  you  are  incompetent-  to  decide, 
and  has  thus  elevated  them  and  degraded  your 
lordships  from  good  citizens  and  wise  statesmen 
into  bad  judges ; or  if,  in  opposition  to  this  con- 
struction, you  do  your  duty  to  your  sovereign, 
and  refuse  to  admit  to  the  magistracy  a man 
whom  you  have  a good  reason  to  believe  disaf- 
fected to  the  state,  though  subject  to  no  legal 
incapacity  j what  do  you  do,  my  lords  ? You 
give  tsvo  different  expositions  to  the  same  words 
in  the  same  act  of  parliament ; that  is,  an  en- 
larged exposition  in  favour  of  yourselves,  andn 
confined  one  against  the  people;  that  is  in  fact 
you  are  driven  to  incur  the  odiun  of  repealing 
the  law  as  against  the  crown,  and  enforcing  it 

against 


. 24  ■ 

agiiiiist  tlie  subject^.  See  on  the  other  hantf^ 
my  lords,  how  by  the  plain  and  hitherto  adopted 
construction,  all  these  mischiefs  are  avoided. 
You  judge  of  the  candidate  with  respect  to  his 
.loyalty,  the  commons  with  regard  to  his  inte- 
grity and  independence  ; neither  of  you  w itli 
any  relation  to  his  legal  capacity  or  incapacity ; 
thus  will  every  object  of  the  law,  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  government  be  completely  obtained 
the  commons  will  enjoy  their  power  in  deciding 
upon  the  popularity  of  the  candidate  for  ma- 
gistracy, you  will  do  your  duty  in  deciding  upon 
his  loyalty,  and  the  courts  of  justice  will  retain 
their  natural  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  every 
•question  that  can  touch  his  legal  qualification; 
thus  will  it  be  impossible  for  any  man  to  have 
the  power  of  the  city  in  his  hands,  who  is  not 
free  from  all  legal  objections,  and  who  is  not 
also  deserving  the  confidence  of  his  sovereign, 

. as  well  as  of  his  fellow-subjects* 

. ( 

Thus  far,  my  lords,  have  I exathined  this 
law,  with  respect  to  the  present  question,  by 
the  general  rule  of  construction,  applicable  ge- 
nerally to  all  statutes,  that  is,  of  seeking  for 
the  meaning  of  the  legislature  in  the  ordinary 
and  natural  context  of  the  words  they  have 

thought 

* This  would  really  be  the  case,  supposing  the  act  of  par* 
lianient  had  confined  the  right  of  the  privy  council  to  disap-, 
prove,  and  that  of  the  common  council  to  reject,  to  the  legal 
cause  of  incapacity,  and  the  privy  council  claimed  for  itself  an 
unqualified  power  of  disapproving,  while  it  denied  to  the  com* 
men  council  asiniilar  power  of  rejecting. 
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thought  proper  to  adopt;  and  this,  I thought, 

I might  do  with  still  more  confidence  in  a law, 
professedly  made  for  the  direction  of  menunac-^ 
quainted  with  legal  difficulty,  unversed  in  the 
subtilty  of  legal  distinction,  and  acting  in  a 
situation  which  precludes  them  from  the  advan- 
tage of  all  legal  assistance  , but  I feel  that  what 
hath  been  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  Imth  not' 
been  so  to  some  of  your  lordships.  I feel  my- 
self, therefore,  obliged  to  enter  upon  a more 
minute  examination  of  this  statute,  upon  prin- 
ciples and  circumstances  peculiar  to  itself. 

I AM  sorry,  my  lords,  to  trespass  upon  your 
patience ; but  I am  speakig  upon  a subject,  in 
which  if  I do  not  succeed,  the  people  of  this 
country  will  have  lost  w^hat  is  of  infinitely  more 
value  than  any  time,  how^ever  precious,  that  may 
be  wasted  in  their  defence. 

This  act,  my  lords,  professes  to  be  a remedial 
act,  and  as  such  must  be  construed  according  to 
the  rules  peculiar  to  remedial  laws : that  is,  in  three 
points  of  view;  first,  the  former  state  of  the  laiv; 
secondly,  the  mischief  of  such  former  state  ; and 
thirdly,  the  remedy  proposed  for  the  cure  of  that 
mischief. 

As  to  the  first  point : at  the  time  of  this  statute 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  exercised  the  exclu- 
sive power  of  election  to  the  chief  magistracy, 
witliout  any  interference  of  the  commons.  The 
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inrmcdiate  mischief  of  such  a constitution,  with 
respect  to  the  metropolis  itself,  I have  touched 
upon  before  ; the  people  were  borne  down  j the 
magistracy  was  depraved  ; the  law  was  relaxed, 
and  the  public  tranquillity  at  an  end.  These 
mischiefs  were  more  than  enough  to  induce  the 
citizens  of  Dublin  to  cull  loudly,  as  they  did,  upon 
the  justice  of  the  legislature  for  parliamentary  re- 
dress. But  the  wisdom  of  that  legislature  formed 
an  estimate  of  the  mischief  from  considerations 
that  probably  did  not  enter  into  the  minds  of  the 
contending  parties ; namely,  from  the  then  state 
of  Ireland  as  an  individual,  and  as  a connected 
Countrj";:  as  an  individual  depressed  in  every  thing 
essential  to  the  support  of  political  or  ci\il  inde- 
pendency depressed  in  commerce,  in  opulence, 
andinknowdedgej  distracted  by  that  ci  vil  and  reli- 
gious discord,  suggestedbyigiiorance  and  bigotry, 
and  inflamed  by  the  artiflee  of  a cruel  policy, 
w’hich  divided  in  order  to  destroy,  conscious  that 
liberty  could  be  banished  only  by  disunion,  and 
that  a generous  nation  could  not  be  completely 
stripped  of  her  rights,  until  one  part  of  the  people 
was  deluded  into  th6  foolish  and  wicked  idea  that 
its  freedom  and  consequence  could  be  preserved 
or  supported  only  by  the  slaveiy  or  depression  of 
the  other.  Jn  such  a country  it  w^as  peculiarly 
necessary. to  establish  at  least  some  few  incorpo- 
rated bodies,  which  might  serve  as  great  reposi- 
tories of  popular  strength ; our  ancestors  learned 
from  Great  Britain  to  understand  their  use  and 
their  importance  > in  that  country  they  had  been 
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hoarded  *up  with  the  wisest  forecast,  andjore- 
served  with  a religious  reverence,  as  an  unfailing 
' resource  against  those  times  of  storm,  in  which 
it  is  the  will  of  Providence  that  all  humau  aifairs 
should  sometimes  fluctuate ; and  as  such,  they 
' had  iieen  found  at  once  a protection  to  the  people 
and  a security  to  the  crown. — My  lords,  it  is 
the  salutary  repulsion  of  popular  privilege  that 
the  power  of  the  monarchy  is  supported  in  its 
sphere;  withdraw  thit  support  and  it  falls  in 
ruin  upon  the  people,  but  it  falls  in  a ruin  no  less 
fataLto  itself,  by  which  it  is  shivered  to  pieces. 

OuRancestorsmustthercforehave  been  sensible 
that  the  enslaved  stale  of  the  corporation  of  the 
metropolis  wasamiscliief  that  extended  its  effects 
to  the  remotest  borders  of  the  island. —In  the  con- 
federated strength, and  the  united  councils  of  great 
(dties,  the  freedom  of  the  country  may  find  a safe- 
guard which  extends  itself  even  to  the  remote  in- 
habitant who  never  put  his  foot  within  their  gates. 

But,  my  lords,  how  must  these  considerations 
have  been  enforced  by  a view  of  Ireland,  as  a con- 
nected country,  deprived  as  it  was  of  almost  ail  the 
advantages  of  an  hereditary  monarch  ; the  father 
of  his  people  residing  at  a distance,  andtiie  pater- 
nal beam  retlected  uponhischildrentlirougli  such 
a variety  of  mediums,  sometimes  too  languidly  to 
warm  them,  sometimes  so  intensely  as  to  consu me ; 
a succession  of  governor's  differing  from  one  ano- 
ther in  their  tempers,  in  their  talents,  and  in  tiieir 
virtues,  and  of  course  in  their  systems  ofadmini'i- 
E % trcition  ; 
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tration  ; unprepared  in  general  for  rule  by  any 
previous  institution,  and  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  people  they  were  to  gov  ern,  and  with  the 
men  through  whose  agency  they  were  to  act. 
Sometimes,  my  lords,  His  true,  arare  individual  has 
appeared  among  us,  as  if  sent  by  the  bounty  of 
Providence  in  compassion  to  human  miseries, 
marked  by  that  dignified  simplicity  of  manlycha- 
racter,  which  is  the  mingled  result  of  an  enlight- 
ened understanding,  and ’an  elevated  integrity; 
commanding  a respect  that  he  laboured  not  to  in- 
spire; and  attracting  a confidence  which  it  was 
impossible  he  could  betray.^  It  is  but  eight  years, 
iny  lords,  since  we  have  seen  such  a ma  n amongst 
us,  raising  a degraded  country  from  tlie  condition 
of  a province  to  the  rank  and  consequence  of  a 
people,  worthy  to  be  the  ally  of  a mighty  empire, 
forming  the  league  that  bound  her  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, on  the  firm  and  honourable  basis  of  equal  li- 
berty and  a common  fate,  standing  and  falling 
with  the  British  empire and  tlius  stipulating  for 
that  frc*edom  which  alone  contains  the  principle 
of  her  political  life,  in  the  covenant  of  herfoederal 
connection.  But  how  short  is  the  continuance 
of  those  auspicious  gleams  of  public  sunshine ! 
how  soon  are  they  passed,  and  perhaps  for  ever  ! 
In  what  rapid  and  fatal  revolution  has  Ireland  seen 
the  talents  and  the  virtues  of  such  men  give  pjace 
to  a succession  of  sordid  parade,  and  empty  pre- 
tension, of  bloated  promise,  and  lank  perform- 

* The  duke  of  Portland,  under  whose  administralion  Ireliiud 
obtained  a free  constitution. 
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ance,  of  austere  hypocrisy  and  peculating  eco- 
nomy !*  Hence  it  is,  my  lords,  that  the  admi- 
nistration of  Ireland  so  often  presents  to'  the  reader 
of  her  history,  not  the  view  of  a legitimate  go- 
vernment, but  rather  of  an  encampment  in  the 
country  of  a barbarous  enemy  ; where  the  ob- 
ject of  the  invader  is  not  government  but  con- 
quest; where  he  is  of  course  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  corrupting  of  clans,  or  of  single  individuals, 
2')ointed  out  to  his  notice  by  public  abhorrence, 
and  recommended  to  his  confidence  only  by  a 
treachery  so  rank  and  consummate,  as  precludes 
all  possibility  of  their  return  to  private  virtue  or 
to  public  reliance,  and  therefore  only  put  into 
authority  over  a wretched  country,  condemned 
to  the  torture  of  all  that  petulant  unfeeling  as- 
perity, with  which  a narrow  and  malignant  mind 
will  bristle  in  unmerited  elevation ; condemned 
to  be  betrayed,  and  disgraced,  and  exhausted  by 
the  little  traitors  that  have  been  suffered  to  nestle 
and  to  grow'  within  it,  making  it  at  once  the 
source  of  their  grandeur,  and  the  victim  of  their 
vices,  reducing  it  to  the  melancholy  necessity  of 
supporting  their  consequence,  and  of  sinking 

under 

* The  duke  of  Rutland  and  marquis  of  Buckingham  quickly 
followed  his  grace.  The  first  was  marked  by  a love  of  dissipa- 
tion, and  undignified  extravagance.  The  Marquis,  upon  his 
arrival  in  Ireland,  led  the  country  to  expect  a general  retrench- 
ment in  the  public  expenses.  This  expectation  was  terminated 
by  the  creation  of  fourteen  new  places  for  the  purpose  of  parlia- 
mentary influence,  countervailed  indeed  by  a curtailment  of  U e 
fuel  allowed  to  the  old  soldiers  of  the  royal  hospital  by  the  public 
bDuiit}^  and  by  abortive  spocnlations  upon  the  practicability  <A 
making  one  pair  of  boots  serve  for  tv/o  troopers. 


3o 


tinder  their  crimes,  like  the  Hon  perishing  by 
the  poison  of  a reptile  that  finds  shelter  in  the 
inane  of  the  noble  animal,  while  it  is  stinging 
him  to  death. 

By  such  considerations  as  these,  my  lords, 
might  the  makers,  of  this  statute  have  estimated 
the  danger  to  which  the  liberty  of  Ireland  was  ex- 
j)osed;  and  of  course  themischief  of  having  that 
metropolis  enslaved,  by  whose  independency 
a lone  those  dangers  might  be  averted,  But  in  this 
estimate  they  had  much  more  than  theoiy,  orthq 
ol^servation  of  foreign'events  to  .shew  them,  that 
the  rights  of  the  sovereign  and  of  tlie  subject 
were  equalli^’  embarked  in  a common  fate  with 
that  independency.  When  in  the  latter  part  of  1 he 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  an  infernal  conspiracy  was 
formed,  by  the  then  chancellor  (sir  Constantijie 
Phipps,)  and  the  privy  council,  to  defeat  that, 
happy  succession  which  for  three  generations 
hath  shed  its  auspicious  influence  upon  these 
realms,  they  commenced  their  diabolical  project 
with  an  attack  upon  the  corporate  rights  of  the. 
citizens  of  Dublin,  by  an  attempt  to  impose  a 
disalTected  lord  mayor  upon  them  contrary  xo  the 
law. ' Fortunately,  my  lords,  this  wicked  conspi- 
racy was  defeated  by  the  virtue  of  the  people;  I 
will  read  to  your  lordships  the  resolutions  of  a com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  commons  on  the  subject. 

“ FlrtST,  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  soon  after  the  arrival  of 
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sir . Constantine  Phipps,  late  lord  chancellor, 
and  one  of  the  lords  justices  in  this  kingdom, 
in  the  3"ear  I7IO;  a design  was  formed  and 
carried  on  to  sub  vert  the  constitution  and  free- 
dom  of  elections  of  magistrates  of  corpora- 
tions  within  the  new  rules,  in  order  to  procure 
persons  to  be  returned  for  members  of  parlia- 
ment,  disalFected  to  the  settlement  of  the 
*•  crown,  or  his  majesty  and  his  royal  issue.” 

2d.  Resolved,  that  it  is  tl;e  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that,  in  pursuance  of  that  design, 
indirect  and  illegal  methods  were  taken  to  sub- 
“ vert  the  ancient  and  legal  course  of  electin^r 
magistrates  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

3d.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  thatthe  said  sir  ConstantiuePhipps, 
and  those  engaged  in  that  evil  design,  in  less. 
“ than  five  months,  in  the  year  1711,  procured 
six  aldermen  duly  elected  lord  mayors,  and 
“ fourteen  substantial  citizens  duly  elected  she- 
rids,  and  well  known  to  bezealouslv  aifect- 
<'*■  ed  to  the  jirotestant  succession,  and  mein- 
‘‘  hers  of  the  established  cimrcli,  to  be  disap- 
proved,  on  the  jiretence  that  alderman  Robert 
ConsLaiiLine,  as  senior  alderman,  who  had  not 
“ been  mayor,  had  a right  to  be  elected  lord 
mayor. 

4th.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  .senior  aldeWn,  who  liad 
not  served  as  Mayor,  had  not  any  right  by 

charter 


charter,  usage,  ar  b v*  law,  in  force  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  as  such,  to  be  elected  lord  mayor. 

5th.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
“ committee,  that  the  said  sir  Constantine 
Phipps,  and  his  accomplices,  being  unable  to 
support  the  pretended  right  of  seniority,  did, 
in  tiic  year  17 13?  set  np  a pretended  custom 
or  usage  for  the  mayor,  in  being,  to  nominate 
three  persons  to  be  in  election  for  lord  mayor, 
one  of  whom  the  aldermen  were  obliged  to 
chose  lord  mayor.** 

Lord  Cita;>XELLOR.— Can  you  think,  Mr. 
Curran,  that  these  resoliilions  of  a committee  of 
the  house  of  commons  can  have  any  relation, 
whatsoever  to  the  present  subject  ? 

^Vlr.  CuiiRtN. — I hope,  my  lords,  you  will 
think  they  have  much  relation  indeed  to  the  sub- 
ject before  you.  The  weakness  of  the  city  was 
the  mischief  which  occasioned  the  act  of  parlia* 
ment  in  question  ; to  give  the  city  strength,  was 
the  remedy.  You  must  construe  the  law  so  as  to 
suppress  the  former,  and  advance  thelatter.  What 
topics  then,  my  lords,  can  bear  so  directly  upon 
the  point  of  your  enquiry,  as  the  perils  to  be  ap-. 
prehended  from  that  weakness,  and  tlie  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  that  strength  ? What  ar- 
gument then  can  be  so  apposite,  as  that  which 
is  founded  on  undeniable  facts  ? Or  what  autho- 
rity so  cogent  as  the  opinion  of  the  representa- 
tive 
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tive  wisdom  of  the  nation,  pronounced  upon  those 
facts,  and  transmitted  to  posterity  upon  record ; 
On  grounds  like  those,  for  I can  conceive  no 
other,  do  I suppose,  the  rights  of  the  city  were 
defended  in  the  time  to  which  I have  alluded; 
for  it  appears  by  the  records  which  I have  read, 
that  the  city  was  then  heard  by  her  counsel ; she 
was  not  denied  the  form  of  defence,  though  she 
w as  denied  the  benefit  of  the  lav/.  In  this  very 
chamber  did  the  chancellor  and  judges  sit,  with 
ail  the  gravity  and  affected  attention  to  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  that  liberty  and  those  rights 
wdiieh  they  had  conspired  to  destroy.  But  to  what 
end,  my  lords,  offer  argument  to  such  men  ? A 
little  and  a peevish  mind  may  be  exasperated, 
but  liow  shall  it  be  corrected  by  refutation  ? How 
fruitless  would  it  have  been  to  represent  to  that 
wretched  chancellor,'  that  he  w^as  betraying  those 
rights  which  he  was  sworn  to  maintain,  that  he 
was  involving  a government  in  disgrace;  and  a 
kingdom  in  panic  and  consternation;  that  he 
was  violating  every  sacred  duty,  and  every  solemn 
engagement  that  bound  him  to  himself,  his  coun- 
try, hissovereign,  aiidhisGod! — Alas,  my  lords, 
by  whatargument  could  any  man  hope  to  reclaim 
ortodissiiadea mean,  illiberal,  andunprincipied 
minion  of  authority,  induced  by  his  profligacy  to 
undertake,  and  bound  by  his  avarice  and  vanity 
to  persevere  r He  would  probably  have  replied  to 
the  most  unanswerable  arguments,  by  some  curt, 
contumelious  and  unmeaning  apophthegm,  deli- 
vered with  the  fretful  smile  of  irritated  self-sufii* 
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ciency  and  disconcei  ted  arrogance-  or,  even  if  he 
could  be  dragged  by  his  fears  to  a consideration 
of  the  question,  by  what  miracle  could  the  pigmy 
rapacity  of  a kiinted  pedant  be  enlarged  to  a re- 
ception of  the  subject  ? The  endeavour  to  ap- 
proach it  would  have  only  removed  him  to  a 
greater  distance  than  he  was  before:  as  a little 
hand  tlr«it  strives  to  grasp  a mighty  globe  is 
throvVn  back  by  the  re-action  of  its  own  effort  to 
rornprel^eiid.— It  may  be  given  to  an  Hale,  or  an 
Hardwicke,  to  discover  and  retract  a mistake^ 
the  errors  of  such  men  are  only  specks  tliat  arise 
for  a moment  upon  the  surface  of  a splendid  lu- 
minary ; consumed  by  its  heat,  or  irradiated  by 
its  light,  they  soon  purge  and  disappear  ; but  the 
perverSenes  of  a mean  ai>d  narrow  intellect,  are 
like  the  excrescences  that  grov/  upon  a body  na- 
turally cold  and  dark  : no  fire  to  w aste  them,  and 
no  ray  to  enlighten,  tl>ey  assimilate  ainl  co- 
alesce with  those  qualities  So  congenial  to  their 
natme,  and  acquire  an  incorrigible  permanency 
in  tlie  union  with  kindred  frost  and  kindred  opa- 
city. Nor  indeed,  my  lords,  except  wdiei-e  the 
interest  of  millions  can  be  affected  by  the  folly 
or  the  vice  of  an  individual,  need  it  be  much  re- 
gretted, that,  to  things  not  worthy  of  being  made 
better,  it  hath  not  pleased  providence  to  afford 
the  privilege  of  improvement. 

Lord  Chancellor. — Surely,  iVIr.  Curmn,  » 
gentleman  of  your  eminence  in-your  profession 
roust  see  that  tlie  conduct  of  former  privy  coui>- 
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cHs  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  before 
iis.  The  question  lies  in  the  narrowest  compass  ^ 
it  is  merely  whether  the  commons  -have  a right 
of  arbitrary  and  capricious  rejection,  or  are  ob- 
liged  to  assign  a reasonable  cause  for  their  dis- 
approbation. To  that  point  you  have  a right'to 
be  lieard;  but  I hope  you  do  not  mean  to  lecture 
the  council.^ 

, jMr.  Curran.— I mean,  my  lords,  to  speak  to 
the  case  of  niy  clients,  and  to  avail  myself  of  every 
topic  of  defence  which  I conceive  applicable  to 
that  case.  I am  not  speaking  to  a dry  point  of 
law,  to  a single  judge,  and  on  a mere  forensic  sub- 
ject; I am  addressing  aveqylarge  auditory,  con- 
sisting of  co-ordinate  members,  of  whom  the  far 
greater  number  is  not  versed  in  law  : were  I to 
address  such  an  audience  on  the  interests  and 
rights  of  a great  city,  and  address  them  in  the 
hackneyed  style  of  a pleader,  I should  make  a 
very  idle  display  of  profession,  with  very  little  in- 
formation to  those  I address,  or  benefit  to  those 
on  whose  behalf  I have  the  honour  to  be  heard. 
1 am  aware,  my  lords,  that  truth  is  to  be  sought 
only  by  siovv  and  painful  progress;  1 know  also 
llial  error  is  in  its  nature  flippant  and  compen- 
dious, it  hops  with  airy  and  fastidious  levity  over 
F 2 pi  oofs 

^ From  the  frequent  intcrruptioiii?  experienced  b}*  Mr.  C. 
iii  this  part  of  his  speech,  it  would  appear  that  losxl  CIupj  per- 
ceived that  ihe  description  of  sir  Constantine  Phipps,  was  intend- 
ed for  hini-iolf.  Those  ho  best  knCiV  hi"'  lOt  dstrip  cmc  jud^e  tT 
ti.e  of  tlie  repre.'icntatiua. 
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proofs  and  arguments,  and  perches  upon  asser-‘ 
tion^  \yhich  it  calls  conclusion. 

Here  the  lord  chancellor  moved  to  have  the 
chamber  cleared ; after  some  time  the  doors  were 
opened.^ 

lords,  I was  regretting  the  necessity  which 
I am  underof  trespassing  so  much  on  that  indul- 
gent patience  with  Vhich  I feel  I am  so  honour- 
ed; let  me  not  however,  my  lords,  be  thought  so 
vainly  presumptuous  as  to  suppose  that  condes- 
cension bestowed  merely  upon  me ; I feel  how  . 
''  much  more  you  owe  it  to  your  own  dignity  and 
justice,  and  to  a full  conviction  that  you, could 
not  be  sure  of  deciding  with  justice,  if  you  did 
not  hear  with  temper. 

As  to  my  part,  my  lords,  I am  aw^arethatno 
man  can  convince  by  arguments  which  he  can- 
not clearly  comprehend,  and  make  clearly  intel- 
ligible toothers;  I consider  it  therefore,  not  only 
an  honour,  but  an  advantage  to  be  stopped  when 
I am  not  understood.  So  much  coiitidence  have 
I in  the  justice  of  my  cause,  that  I wish  any  noble 
lord  in  this  assembly  would  go  with  me  step  by 
step  through  the  argument;  one  good  effect 
would  inevitably  result,  I should  either  have  the 
honour  of  convincing  the  noble  lord,  or  the  })ublic 

would, 

* During  the  exclusion  of  strangers,  it  was  understood  tliat 
lord  Clare  moved  the  council  that  Mr.  (>urran  should  be  restrain- 
*-d  by  their  lordships’  authority  from  proceeding  farther  in  that 
line  of  argument  he  was  then  pursuing  ; but  his  lordihip  being 
over  ruled,  Mr.  Curran  proceeded.  ' 


would,  by  my  refutation,  be  satisfied  that  they  are 
in  the  wrong:  with  this  wish,  and,  if  1 may  pre- 
sume to  say  so,  with  this  hope,  I will  proceed  to 
a further  examination  of  the  subject. 

It  is  a rule  of  law,  that  all  remedial  acts  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  suppress  the  mischief,  and 
advance  the  remedy  *,  now  agood  cause  of  rejec- 
tion can  mean  only  a legal  cause;  that  is,  a cause 
W’orking  an  incapacity  in  the  person  executing  a 
corporate  franchise  ; that  is,  of  course,  such  a 
cause  as  would  justify  a judgment  of  ouster 
againsthimby  acourtof  law,  if  actually  in  pos- 
session of  such  franchise ; or  warrant  Ids  amoval, 
by  an  act  of  the  corporation  itself.  There  are 
three  sorts  of  offences  for  which  a corporator  may 
be  amoved ; first,  such  as  have  no  immediate  re- 
lation to  his  office,  but  are  in  themselves  of  so  in- 
famous a nature  as  to  render  the  offender  unfit  to 
exercise  any  public  franchise ; secondly,  such  as 
are  onlij  against  his  oath,  and  the  duty  of  his  of- 
fice as  a corporator,  and  amount  to  a breach  of 
the  tacit  condition  annexed  to  his  franchise  or 
office ; the  third  sort  of  offence  for  which  an  of- 
ficer or  corporater  may  be  displaced  is  of  a mix- 
ed nature,  as  being  an  offence,  not  only  again>l 
the  duty  of  his  office,  but  also  a matter  indicta- 
ble at  common  law. 

Foil  the  first  species  of  pftences,  a corporati- 
on can  in  no  case  amove  without  a previous  In- 
dictment and  conviction  in  a court  of  common 
law.  For  the  other  offences,  it  hns  a power  of 
trial,  as  well  as  a motion. 
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To  this  let  me  add,  that  the  office  of  alderman 
is  as  much  a corporate  office  as  that  of  lord  mayor, 
and  the  legal  cause  that  disqualifies  the  one  must 
equally  disqualify  the  other;  but  the  person 
chosen  to  be  mayor  must  be  an  alderman  at  Ihc 
time  of  his  election,  and  the  law,  of  course,  cannot 
suppose' a man,  actually  in  possession  of  a cor- 
porate franchise  to  labour  under  any  corporate  or 
legal  incapacity ; does  it  not  then,  my  lords, 
follow  irresistibly,  that  the  law  cannot  intend  to 
confine  the  power  of  rejection,  which  it  expressly 
gives,  to  a legal  incapacity,  which  without  the 
grossest  absurdity  it  cannot  suppose  to  exist  ? 

But  let  us  assume,  for  argument  sake,  how- 
ever in  defiance  of  common  sense,  thc.t  the  legis- 
lature did  suppose  it  possible,  that  such  an  inca- 
pacity might  exist ; what  new  privilege  does  a 
'power  of  rejection  for  such  cause  give  to  the  com- 
mons ? And  it  is  admitted  by  the  learned  counsel, 
that  this  statute  made  a great  enlargement,  in- 
deed,  in  their  powers.*’  Before  the  act  was 
'made,  any  corporator,  subject  to  u personal  dis- 
qualification, was  removeable  by  the  ordinary 
cour.«e  of  law ; to  give  the  commons,  therefore, 

‘ only  a power  of  preventing  a man,  legally  dis- 
quallified,  from  serving  a corporate  office,  was 
giving  them  nothing  wdiicli  they  had  not  before. 

What  sort  of  construction  then,  my  lords, 
must  that  be  which  makes  the  legislature  fall  into 
the  ridiculous  absurdity  of  giving  a most  super-  ^ 
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fiuoiis  remedy  lor  a most  improbable  mischief  f 
And  yet  it  is  not  in  a nursery  of  children,  nor  a 
bedlam  of  madmen ; but  it  is  in  an  assembly,  the 
most  august  that  this  country  knows  of,  that  I am 
obliged  to  combat  this  perversion  of  sense  and  of 
la^v.  In  truth,  my  lords,  I feel  the  degradation 
of  gravely  opposing  a wild  chimera,  that  coukl 
not  lind  a moment’s  admission  into  any  instructed 
or  instituted  mind  5 but  I feel  also,  that  they  who 
stoop  to  entertain  it  only  from  the  necessity  of 
exposing  and  subduing  it,  cannot  at  least  be  the 
first  object  of  that  degradation. 

Let  me  then,  my  lords,  try  this  construction 
contended  for,  by ’another  test.  If  the  act  must 
be  construed  so  as  to  say  that  the  commons  can 
reject  only  for  a legal  cause  to  be  assigned,  it  must 
be  so  construed,  as  to  provide  for  all  that  is^  inse- 
parably incident,  and  indispensably  necessary  to 
carrying  that  construction  into  eftect : that  is,  it 
must  provide  a mode,  in  which  four  things  may 
be  done ; 

First,  a mode  in  which  such  cause  shall  be 
assigned. 

Secondly,  a mode  In  which  the  truth  of  the 
fact  of  such. cause  shall  be  admitted  or  contro- 
verted. 

Thirdly,  a mode  by  w hich  the  truth  of  such 
fact,  U coulrovertcd,  shall  be  tried ; and, 
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Fourthly,  a mode  by  which  the  validity  of 
5uch  cause,  when  ascertained  in  fact,  shall  be 
judged  of  in  law.  To  suppose  a construction 
requiring  a reason  to  be  assigned,  without  pro- 
viding for  these  inevitable  events,  would  be  not 
the  error  of  a lawyer,  but  would  sink  beneath 
the  imbecility  of  an  infant. 

Then^  my  lords,  as  to  the  first  point:  how  is 
the  cause  to  be  assigned  r The  law  expressly  pre- 
cludes the  parties  from  any  means  of  conference 
by  enacting,  that  they  shall  ‘‘  sit  apart  and  by 
themselves.”  The  same  law  says,  that  “ the  re- 
“ jectionord’isapprobation  shall  beby  ballot  only 

and  not  otherwise.”  Now  when  the  law  gives 
the  commons  a power  of  rejecting  by  ballot,  it 
gives  each  individual  a protection  against  the  en- 
mity which  he  would  incurfrom  the  rejected  can- 
didate; but  if  you  say  that  the,  rejection  shall  be 
null  and  void,  unless  fortified  by  the  assignment 
of  legal  cause,  see,  my  lords,  what  you  labour  of 
eifect : under  this  supposed  construction,  you 
call  upon  the  voters  who  reject  by  a secret  vote, 
to  relinquish  that  protection  of  secrec}^  which 
the  law  expressly  gives  them ; unless,  my  lords, 
the  sagacity,  that  has  broached  this  construction 
can  find  out  some  way,  by  which  the  voter  can 
Justify  why  he  voted  against  a particular  candi- 
date, without  disclosing  also,  that  he  did  in  fact 
vote  against  that  candidate. 

Let  me,  however,  suppose  that  Inconsistency 
reconciled,  and  follow  the  idea. 
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The  name  of  alderman  James  is  sent  dovvn, 
and  the  commons  certify  his  rejection;  an  am-  ^ 
bassador  is  then  sent  to  demand  of  the  commons 
the  cause  of  this  rejection  : — they  answer,  ‘ Sir 
we  have  rejected  by  ballot,  and  they  who  have 
voted  against  him  are  protected  by  the  law  from, 
discovering  how  they  voted to  which  the  am- 
bassador replies,  ^ very  true,  gentlemen,  but 
3^ou  mistake  their  worships'  question,  they  do 
not  desire  you  to  say  who  rejected  Mr.  James, 
for  in  that  they  w^ell  know  they  could  not  be  war- 
ranted by  law;  they  only  desire  to  know  why  a 
majority  has  voted  against  Mr.  alderman  James.' 
-—This,  my  lords,  I must  suppose  to  be  a mode 
of  argument  not  unbecoming  the  sagacity  of  al- 
dermen, since  I find  it  gives  occasion  to  a seri- 
ous question  before  so  exalted  an  assembly  as  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  address ; I will,  therefore, 
suppose  it  conclusive  with  the  commons ; a legal 
reason  must  be  assigned  for  their  rejection.— 
Pray,  my  lords,  who  is  to  assign  that  legal  rea- 
son ? Ts  it  the  minority  who  voted  for  the  rejected 
candidate?  I should  suppose  not ; itmustbethen 
the  majority  who  voted  for  the  rejection. — Pray, 
my  lords,  who  are  they  ? By  what  means  shall 
they  be  discovered  ? 

But  I will  suppose  that  every  member  of  the 
commons  is  walling  to  adopt  the  rejection,  and 
to  assign  a cause  for  it.  One  man,  suppose  a 
friend  of  the  rejected  candidate,  alleges  a cause 
i)f  a rejection  in  which  he  did  not  in  reality  con- 
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ciir,^  and  which  cause  he  takes  care  shall  he  In- 
valid and  absurd ; as  for  instance,  the  plumpness 
of  the  person  of  Mr.  James;*  if  he  did  not  vote 
for  the  rejection,  he  can  have  no  right  to  assign 
a cause  for  it ; the  question  then  is,  did  he  vote 
for  the  rejection  ? I beg  leave,  my  lords,  to 
know  how  that  is  to  be  tried  ? 

But  suppose,  to  get  rid  of  a difficulty,  other-  . 
’ wise  insurmountable,  it  shall  be  agreed  in  direct 
contradiction  to  common  sense  and  justice,  that 
every  member  of  the  commons  shall  be  authorised 
to  assign  a legal  cause  of  rejection ; (and  in  truth 
if  he  may  assign  one  he  may  assign  more  than 
one,  if  he  is  disposed  to  do  sO  suppose  then,  my 
lords,  that  one  hundred  and  forty-six  causes  are 
assigned,  for  such  may  be  the  number,  though 
no  one  member  assigns  more  than  a single  cause; 
if  they  may  be  all  assigned,  they  must  be  all  dis- 
posed of  according  to  law;  but  which  shall  be 
first  put  into  a course  of  trial?  How  shall  the 
right  of  precedence  be  decided  ? But  I will  sup- 
pose that  also  settled,  and  a single  cause  is  as- 
signed ; that  cause  must  be  a legal  disability  of 
some  of  the  kinds  which  I have  already  mention- 
ed ; for  there  cannot  be  any  other.  The  cause 
then  assigned,  *in  order  to  prevail,  must  be  true 
in  fact  and  valid  in  law,  and  amount  to  a legal 
incapacity^  And  here,  let  me  observe,  that  a 

legal 

• The  person  of  the  alderman  is^  of  the  full  regulation  dimen- 
sions. He  might  well  say  of  himself  with  relation  to  his  brother 
^ juniccs.  Quorum  pars  magna  fui/' 


kgai  cause  of  incapacity,  as  it  can  be  founded 
only  on  the  commission  of  an  infamous  crime,  or 
of  some  fact  contrary  to  the  duty  and  oath  of  a 
corporator,  must,  if  allowed,  imprint  an  indeli- 
ble stigma  on  the  reputation  of  the  man  so  re- 
jected. I ask,  then,  is  the  accusation  of  malig- 
nity, or  credulity,  or  folly  to  be  taken  for  true  ? 
Or  shall  the  person  have  an  opportunity  of  de- 
fending himself  against  the  charge  ? The  cause 
for  which  he  can  be  rejected  is  the  same  with  the 
cause  for  which  he  can  be  disfranchised  5 they  are 
equally  causes  working  an  incapacity  to  hold  a 
corporate  franchise,  their  consequences  are  the 
same  to  the  person  accused ; loss  nf  franchise, 
and  loss  of  reputation.  The  person  accused  there- 
fore, if  by  the  construction  of  a statute  he  is  ex- 
posed to  accusation,  must  by  the  same  construc- 
tion be  entitled  to  every  advantage  in  point  of  de- 
fence, to  which  a person  so  accused  is  intitled 
by  the  general  law  of  the  land.  What,  then,  are 
those  advantages  to  which  a Corporator  is  inti- 
tled, when  charged  with  any  fact  as  a foundation 
of  incapacity  or  disfranchisement } He  must  have 
due  and  timely  notice  of  the  charge,  that  he  may 
prepare  for  his  defence^  every  corporator  must 
have  timely  and  express  notice  of  the  specific 
charge  against  him,  that  nothing  may  be  done 
by  surprise  on  either  side.  Now,  my  lords,  you 
will  condescend  to  observe,  that  the  time  sup- 
posed by  this  statute  for  the  whole  business  of 
election  is  a single  day  j is  it  then  possible  to  give 
every  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  for  each 
Q ? of 
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of  them  may  be  a candidate,  due  notice  of  every 
charge  of  legal  disability  that  may  be  possibly 
made  against  them  ? Or  if  it  be  not,  as  it  mani- 
festly is  not,  will  you,  my  lords,  create  a con- 
struction which  exposes  any  subject  of  the  land 
to  trial  without  notice,  and  to  conviction  and  for- 
feiture without  that  opportunity  of  defence  to 
which  he  is  entitled  of  natural  justice  and  com- 
mon right? 

But  I will  suppose  that  your  lordships  may 
adopt  this  construction,  how'ever  it  may  super- 
sede the  right  of  the  subject  and  the  law  of  the 
land  ; I will  suppose  that  the  candidate  may  be 
accused  at  a moment’s  w^arning — Is  bare  accusa- 
tion  to  hold  the  place  of  conviction  *,  Shall  the 
alderman,  whose  name  is  sent  down,  and  who  is 
rejected  for  an  alleged  personal  disability,  have 
an  opportunity  of  defending  himself  against  the 
charge  of  the  commons  ? I I e cannot  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  meanest  felon,  of  standing  before  his* 
accusers,  for,  as  an  aldennan,  he  must  remain 
with  his  brethren,  separate  and  apart  by  them- 
selves. He  cannot  then  plead  for  himself  in 
person,  nor  by  the  law  can- he  depute  an  attorney 
to  defend  in  his  name,  for  the  commons  are  not 
authorised  to  admit  any  strangers  amongst  them. 
It  is  therefore  utterly  out  of  his  power  to  deny 
the  charge  against  him,  how^ever  false  in  fact  it 
may  happen  to  be. 

But  I will  suppose,  if  you  please,  that  the 
charge  is  denied,  and  issue  joined  upon  the  fact ; 
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I 'beg  leave  to  ask,  if  this  supposed  construction 
provides  any  mode  of  calling- the  jury,  or  sum- 
moning, the  witnesses,  on  w’hose  testimony,  and 
on  whose  verdict  a citizen  is  to  be  tried  upon  a 
charge  of  corporate  or  legal  culpability  ? But  let 
me,  my  lords,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  press 
this  wicked  and  silly  nonsense  a little  farther  : 
suppose  the  charge  admitted  in  fact,  but  the  va- 
lidity of  it  denied  j who,  my  lords,  is  to  judge 
of  it  by  virtue  of  this  construction  ? 'A  point  of 
law  is  to  be  decided  between  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  who  have  chosen,  and  the  commons 
who  have  rejected.  What  is  the  consequence  I 
If  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  decide,  they 
judge  in  their  own  cause;  if  the  commons 
decide,  they  judge  in  their  own  cause,  contrary 
to  the  maxim  ‘‘  Nemo  Judex  in  propria  camd 
can  you  then,  my  lords,  think  yourselves  war- 
ranted in  adopting  a construction,  which  sup- 
poses a legal  charge  to  be  made,  in  which  the 
accused  has  not  the  advantage  of  notice,  or  the 
means  of  defence,  or  of  legal  trial,  and  on  which 
if  any  judgment  be  pronounced,  it  iimst  be  pro- 
nounced by  the  parties  in  the  cause,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

BlH’,  my  lords,  it  seems  all  these  defects  in 
point  of  accusation,  of  defence,  of  trial  and  of 
judgment,  as  the  ingeniousgenllemen  haveargu 
ed,  are  cured  by  the  magical  virtue  of  those 
beans,  by  whose  agency  the  whole  business 
mu>t  be  conducted. 
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If  the  law  had  permitted  a single  word  to  be 
exchanged  between  the  parties,  the  learned  coun- 
sel confess  that  much  difficulty  might  arise  in  the 
events  which  I have  stated ; but  they  have  foimd 
out  that  all  these  difficulties  are  prevented  or  re- 
moved by  the  beans  and  the  ballot.  According 
to  these  gentlemen,  we  are  to  suppose  one  of  those 
unshaven  demagogues,  whom  the  learned  counsel 
haveso  humourously  described,  rising  in  the  com- 
mons when  the  name  of  alderman  James  is  sent 
down ; he  begins  by  throwing  out  a torrent  of  se- 
ditious invective  against  the  servile  profligacy 
and  liquorish  venality  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
—this  he  does  by  beans : — having  thus  previ- 
ously inflamed  the  passions  of  his  fellows,  and 
somewhat  exhausted  his  own,  hisjudgment  col- 
lects the  reins  that  floated  on  the  neck  of  his 
imagination,  and  he  becomes  grave,  compressed, 
sententious,  and  didactic ; he  lays  down  the  law 
of  personal  disability,  and  corporate  criminality, 
and  corporate  forfeiture,  with  great  precision, 
with  sound  emphasis  and  good  discretion,  to  the 
great  delight  and  edification  of  the  assembly— 
and  this  he  does  by  beans. — He  then  proceeds, 
my  lords,  to  state  the  .specific  charge  against  the 
unfortunate  candidate  for  approbation,  w ith  all 
the  artifice  and  malignity  of  accusation,  scald- 
ing the  culprit  in  tears  of  affected  pity,  bringing 
forward  the  blackness  of  imputed  guilt  through 
the  varnish  of  stimulated  commiseration  ; be- 
wailing the  horror  of  his  crime,  that  he  may 
leave  it  without  excuse  ^ and  invoking  the  sym- 
pathy^ 
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pathy  of  his  judges,  that  he  may  steel  them 
against  compassion— and  this,  my  lords,  the  im- 
shaved  demagogue  doth  by  beans.— The  accu-^ 
sed  doth  no^  appear  in  person,  for  he  cannot  leave 
his  companions,  nor  by  attorney,  for  his  attorney 
could  not  be  admitted — but  he  appears  and  de- 
fends by  beans. — At  first,  humble  and  deprecato- 
ry, he  conciliates  the  attention  of  his  judges  to 
his  defence,  by  giving  them  to  hope  that  it  may 
be  without  effect ; he  does  not  alarm  them  by  any 
indiscreet  assertion  that  the  charge  is  false,  but 
he  slides  upon  them  arguments  to  shew  it  impro- 
bable ; by  degrees,  however,  he  gains  upon  the 
assembly,  and  denies  and  refutes,  and  recrimi- 
nates and  retorts— all  by  beans, — until  at  last  he 
challenges  his  accuser  to  atrial,  which  is  accor- 
dingly had^  in  the  course  of  which  he  depositions 
are  taken,  the  facts  tried,  the  legal  doubts  pro- 
posed and  explained — by  beans; — and  in  the 
same  manner  the  law  is  settled  with  an  exactness 
and  authority  that  remains  a record  of  jurispru- 
dence, for  the  information  of  future  ages;  while 
at  the  same  time  the  harmony”  of  the  metropolis 
is  attuned  by  the  marvellous  temperament  of 
jarring  discord;  and  the‘‘  good  will”  of  the  citi- 
zens is  secured  by  the  indissoluble  bond  of  mu- 
tual crimination,  and  reciprocal  abhorrence. 

By  this  happy  mode  of  decision,  one  hundred 
and  forty-six  causes  of  rejection  (for  of  so  many 
do  the  commons  consist,  each  of  whom  must  be 
entitled  to  allege  a distinct  cause)  are  tried  in 
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the  course  of  a single  day,  with  satisfaction  to 
all  parties. 

With  what  surprise  and  delight  must  the  heart 
of  the  fortunate  inventor  have  glowed,  when  he 
discovered  those  w^onderful  instruments  of  wis- 
dom and  of  eloquence,  which,  w’ithout  'being 
obliged  to  commit  the  precious  extracts  of  sci- 
ence, or  persuasion,  to  the  faithless  and  fragile 
vehicles  of  w’ords  or  phrases,  can  serve  every 
process  of  composition  or  abstraiction  of  ideas, 
and  every  exigency  of  discourse  or  argumenta- 
tion, by  the  resistless  strength  and  infinite  vari- 
ety of  beans,  w’hite  or  black,  or  boiled,  or  raw; 
displa^nng  all  the  magic  of  their  powers  in  the 
mysterious  exertions  of  dumb  investigation,  and 
mute  discussion ; of  speechless  objection  and 
tonguetied  refutation  ! 

Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  my  lords,  that 
this  noble  discovery  does  no  little  honour  to  the 
sagacity  of  the  present  age,  by  explaining  a 
doubt  that  has  for  so  many  centuries  perplexed 
the  labour  of  philosophic  enquiry  ; and  furnish- 
ing the  true  reason  why  the  pupils  of  Pythago- 
ras were  prohibited  the  use  of  beans  : it  cannot,  • 
1 think,  my  lords,  be  doubted  that  the  great  au- 
thor of  the  metempsychosis  found  out  that  those 
mystic  powers  of  persuasion;  which  vulgar  na- 
turalists supposed  to  remain  lodged  in  minerals, 
or  fossils,  had  really  transmigrated  into  beans; 
and  be  could  not,  therefore,  but  see  that  it  would 
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been  fruitless  to  preclude  his  disciples  from  mere 
oral  babbling,  unless  he  had  also  debarred  them 
from  the  indulgence  of  vegetable  loquacity. 

My  lords,  I have  hitherto  endeavoured  to 
shew,  and  I hope  not  without  success,,  that  this 
act  of  parliament  gives  to  the  commons  a pe- 
remptory right  of  rejection ; that  the  other  con- 
struction gives  no  remedy  whatsoever  for  the 
mischief  which  occasioned  its  being  passed ; and 
cannot  by  any  possible  course  of  proceeding  be 
carried  into  effect.  I will  take  the  liberty  now 
of  giving  an  answer  to  some  objections  relied 
upon  by  the  counsel  for  Mr.  James,  and  I will 
do  it  with  a conciseness,  not  I trust  dispropor- 
tioned  to  their  importance. 

They  say,  that  a peremptory  rejection  in  the 
commons  takes  away  all  power  whatsoever  from 
the  board  of  aldermen:  to  that  I answer,  that 
the  fact  and  the  principle  is  equally  against 
them  : the  fact,  because  that  board  is  the  only 
body  from  which  a lord  mayor  can  be  chosen; 
aiid  has  therefore,  the  very  great  power,  that 
results  from  exclusive  eligibility  ; the  principle, 
because  if  the  argument  be,  that  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen  ought  tohavesome  power  in  such 
election,  by  a parity  of  reason,  so  ought  the 
commons,  wlio,  if  they  can  reject  only  for  a 
legal  incapacity,  will  be  ousted  of  all  authority 
whatsoever  in  such  election,  and  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  disfranchisement  by  such  a construction. 
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The  gentlemen  say,  that  your  lordships  can 
only  enquire  into  the prima  facie  title,  and  that 
the  claim  of  Mr.  James  is,  prima facie^  the  bet- 
ttVy  claim. 

I ADMIT,  my  lords,  you  are  not  competent  to- 
pronounce  any  judgment  that  can  bind  the  right. 
But  give  me  leave  ta  observe,  first,  that  the 
question,  upon  which  you  yourselves  have  put 
this  enquiry,  is  a question  applicable  only  to 
the  very  right,  and  by  no  possibility  applicable 
to  a prima  facie  title. 

One  of  your  lordships  has  declared  tlie  ques- 
tion to  be,  Whether  by  the  common  law,  a 
mere  power  of  approbation  or  rejection  can  su- 
persede a power  of  election  r”  If  that  question  is 
warranted  in  assuming  the  fact,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  that  the  answer  to  it  goes  directly  to  the 
right,  and  to  nothing  else ; for  if  the  commons 
are  bound  by  law  to  assign  a cause  of  rejection, 
and  have  not  done  so>  Mr.  James  had  clearly 
the  legal  right  of  election,  and  Mr.  Howison 
has  no  right  or  title  w^hatsoever. 

But  I say  further : The  mode  of  your  enqui- 
ry makes  it  ridiculous  to  argue,  that  you  have 
not  entered  into  any  disquisition  of  the  right : 
Why,  my  lords,  examine  witnesses  on  both  sides? 
Why  examine  the  books  of  the  corporation  ? 
Why  examine  into  every  fact  relating  to  the 
election? 
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I CANNOT  suppose,  my  lords,  that  you  em 
quired  into  facts,  upon  which  you  thought  your- 
selves incompetent  to  form  any  decision : I can- 
not suppose  you  to  admit  an  extrajudicial  enqui- 
ry,  by  which  the  members  of  a corporation  may 
be  drawn  into  admission,  that  may  expose  them 
to  the  future  danger  of  prosecution  or  disfran- 
chisement, 

I HOPE,  my  lords,  I shall  not  be  deemed  so 
presumptuous,  as  to  take  upon  me  to  say,  why 
you  have  gone  into  these  examinations;  it  is 
not  my  province  to  justify  your  lordships’  pro- 
ceedings : it  stands  upon  your  own  authority  ; I 
am  only  answering  an  argument,  and  I answer 
it  by  shewing  it  inconsistent  with  that  proceed- 
ing. 

Let  me,  my  lords,  pursue  the  idea  a little  fur- 
ther. Are  you  only  enquiring  into  a prima facie 
title  ^ What  is  a prima  facie  title  ? I conceive  it 
to  be  a title,  not  w hich  may  possibly  be  found  a 
good  one  upon  future  examination  ; but,  which 
is  good  and  valid,  and  must  prevail,  unless  it  be 
opposed  and  defeated  by  another,  which  may 
possibly  be  adduced,  but  which  does  not  then 
appear.  So  in  an  ejectment  at  law,  for  instance, 
a plaintiff  must  make  a title,  or  he  is^non-suited. 
If  he  makes  out  a legal  title  in  omnibus,  the  court 
declares  it  a prima  facie  title,  that  is,  a title  con- 
clusive as  to  the  right,  unless  a better  shall  be 
^hewn  3 and  accordingly  calls  on  the  defendant 
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to  shew  such  better  title  if  he  can  : the  moment 
the  defendant  produces  his  title,  the  question  of 
prhna  facie  title  is  completely  at  an  end ; and  the 
court  has  no  longer  any  question  to  decide  upon, 
but  the  very  merits ; and  this  for  a plain  reason : 
The  question,  whether  prima  facie  a good  title 
or  not,  is  decided  upon  the  single  ground  that 
no  other  title  then  appears  with  which  the  title 
shewn  can  be  compared ; in  short,  my  lords, 
whether  prima  facie  good,  is  a question  confined 
only  to  the  case  of  a single  title,  and  cannot  be 
applied,  without  the  grossest  absurdity,  to  a case 
•where  you  have  both  the  titles  actually  before 
you.  It  may  be  the  question  in  case  of  a single 
return ; in  case  of  a double  return,  as  here,  it 
cannot  by  any  possibility  be  the  question. 

But,  my  lords,  let  me  carry  tins  a little  far- 
ther yet.  Yon  have  both  the  titles  before  you.— 
'You  have  yourselves  declared,'^that  the  question 
turns  upon  the  construction  of  this  act  of  parlia- 
ment, which  enacts  also,  ' That  it  shall  be 
deemed  a public  act,  in  all  courts,  and  in  all 
places.’* 

Now  is  it  contended,  the  construction  of  the 
prima  facie,  in  favour  of  Mr.  James. 

May  1 presume  to  ask,  what  does  the  prima 
facie  construction  of  a statute  import?  it  must 
import,  if  it  import  any  thing,  that  meaning 
which,  for  aught  then  tjppcaring,  is  true  ; but 
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may  possibly,  because  of  sonietliinj;'  not  then 
appearing,  turn  out  not  to  be  so.  Now,  no- 
thing can  possibly  be  opposed  to  that  prima  facie 
construction,  save  the  act  itseil*.  A prima  fade 
construction  of  a statute,  therefore,  can  be  no- 
thing but  the  opinion  that  rises  in  the  mind  of  a 
man,  upon  a single  reading  of  it,  who  does  not 
choose  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  reading  it  again. 
In  truth,  my  lords,  I should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  descend  to  this  kind  of  argumenta- 
tion, if  it  had  not  become  necessary  for  me  to  tio 
so,  by  an  observation  coming  from  one  of  your 
lordships."*^  That  the  letter  of  the  act  would 
bear  out  the  commons  in  their  claim,  but  that 
the  sound  construction  nnght  be  a very  dif- 
ferent  thing.’*  I will,  therefore,  add  but  ano- 
ther word  upon  this  subject: — ^ prima  facie 
construction  be  suflicieul  to  decide,  and  if  the 
commons  have  the  letter  of  the  law  in  their  fa- 
vour, I would  ask  with  the  profoundest  humili- 
ty, whether  your  lordships  will  give  the  sanction 
of  your  high  authority  to  a notion,  tliat,  in  sta- 
tutes made  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
the  express  words  in  which  they  are  written 
shall  not  be  at  least  a prima  jacie  evidence  of 
their  signification  ? 

My  lords,  the  learned  counsel  have  been 
pleased  to  make  a charge  against  thecitizvens  of 
Dublin,  ^ for  their  tests  and  their  cavalcadings’* 
on  a late  occasion;  and  they  have  examined  wit- 
nesses in  support  of  their  accusation.  It  is  true. 
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my  lords,  the  citizens  did  engage  to  the  public 
and  to  one  another,  that  they  would  not  vote  for 
any  candidate  for  corporate  office  or  popular  re* 
presentation,  who  had  any  place  in  the  police 
establishment.  But  I would  be  glad  to  know 
by  what  law  it  is  criminal  in  freemen  to  pledge 
themselves  to  that  conduct  which  they  think  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  the  freedom  of  their 
country.  The  city  of  Dublin  isbound  to  submit 
to  whatever  mode  of  defence  shall  be  devised  for 
her  by  law,  while  such  law  shall  continue  unre- 
pealed ; but  I would  be  glad  to  learn,  by  what 
law  they  are  bound  not  to  abhor  the  police  insti- 
tution, expensive,  and  ineffectual,  inadequate 
to  their  protection,  and  dangerous  to  their  liber^ 
ty ; and  that  they  do  think  it  so  cannot  be 
doubted;  Session  after  session  has  the  floor  of 
the  senate  been  covered  with  thejr  petitions, 
praying  to  be  relieved  against  it,  as  an  oppressive, 
a corrupt,  and  therefore  an  execrable  establish* 
meat. 

True  "it  is  also,  my  lords,  they  have  been 
guilty  of  those  triumphant  processions,  which 
the  learned  counsel  have  so  heavily  condemned. 
The  virtue  of  the  people  stood  forward  to  op- 
pose an  attempt  to  seize  upon  their  representa? 
tipn,  by  the  exercise  of  a dangerous  and  uncon- 
stitutional influence,  and  it  succeeded  in  the 
conflict ; it  routed  and  put  to  flight  that  corrup- 
tion, which  sat,  like  an  incubus,  on  the  heart  of 
the  metropolis,  chaining  the  current  of  Its  blood, 
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and  locking  up  every  heathful  function  and  ener- 
gy of  life.  The  learned  counsel  might  h ave  seen 
the  city  pouring  out  her  inhabitants,  as  if  to, 
share  the  general  joy  of  escaping  from  some  great 
calamity,  in  mutual  gratulation  and  public  tri- 
umph.*—But  why  does  the  learned  counsel  in- 
sist upon  this  subject  before  your  lordships.^  Does 
he  think  such  meetings  illegal  f He  knows  his 
profession  too  well,  not  to  know  the  reverse.—^ 
But  does  he  think  it  competent  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant and  council  of  Ireland  to  take  cognizance 
of  such  facts,  or  to  pronounce  any  opinion  what- 
ever concerning  the  privileges  of  the  people  ? He 
must  know  it  is  not,— Does  he  then  mean  that 
such  things  may  be  subjects  of  your  resentment, 
though  not  of  your  jurisdiction  ? It  would  have 
been  worth  while,  before  that  point  had  been 
pressed,  to  consider  between  what  parties  it 
must  suppose  the  present  contest  to  subsist  To 
call  upon  the  government  of  the  country  to  let 
their  vengeance  fall  upon  the  people  for  their 
resistance  of  unconstitutional  influence,  is  surely 
an  appeal  not  very  consistent  with  the  virtuous 
impartiality  of  this  august  assembly.  It  is  only 
for  those  who  feel  defeat,  to  feel  resentment,  or 
to  think  of  vengeance. 

But 

^ The  ca?alcadings  here  spoken  of  took  place  on  the  election 
of  Mr.  Grattan  and  lord  H.  Fitzgerald,  who  had  been  returned 
for  the  city  of  Dublin  in  opposition  to  the  court  candidates,  one 
of  whom  was  alderman  \yarren,  then  at  the  head  of  the  police 
•jtablishment, 
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But  suppose  for  a moment,  (and  there  never 
ought  to  he  reason  to  suppose  it)  that  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  city  had  been  directly  to  the  views 
or  llie  wishes  of  the  government ; why  are  you, 
therefore,  called  upon  to  seize  its  corporate 
rights  into.3'Our  hands,  or  to  force  an  illegal  ma- 
gistrate upon  it ; Is  it  insinuated  that  it  can  be 
just  to  punish  a want  of  complaisance,  an 
act  of  lawless  outrage  and  arbitrary  power? 
Does  the  British  constitution,  my  lords,  know 
of  such  oft'ences,  or  does  it  warrant  this  species 
of  t^Tannical  reprisal  r And,  my  lords,  if  the 
injustice  of  such  is  without  defence,  what  argu- 
ment can  be  offered  in  support  of  its  prudence 
or  policy  ? It  was  once  the  calamity  of  England 
to  have  such  an  experiment  made  by  the  last  of 
the  Stuarts,  and  the  last  of  that  unhappy  race 
because  of  such  experiments.  The  several  cor- 
])orations  of  that  couniiy  were  stript  of  their 
charters:  and  what  was  the  consequence?  I 
need  not  state  them;  they  are  notorious;  yet, 
my  lords,  there  was  a time  when  he  was  willing 
to  relinquish  wlnit  he  had  so  weakly  and  wicked- 
ly undertaken  ; but  there  isatime  when  conces- 
sion comes  too  late  to  restore  either  public  quiet, 
or  public  conlidence ; and  when  it  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  an  acknowledgment  of  injus- 
tice; when  the  people  must  see,  that  it  is  only 
the  screen  behind  wdiich  oppression  changes  her 
attack,  fro-m  force  to  fraud,  from  the  battery  to 
the  mine.  See  then,  my  lords,  how  such  a mea- 
sure comes  recommended  ; its  principle  injus- 
tice ^ 
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tice,  its  motive  vengeance,  its  adoption  sane* 
tioned  by  the  authority  of  a tyrant,  or  the  exam- 
ple of  a revolution.  ^ 

My  lords,  the  learned  counsel  has  made  an- 
other observation  which  I cannot  pass  without  re- 
mark ; it  is  the  last  with  which  I shall  trouble 
you.  He  says,  the  commons  may  apply  to  the 
law,  and  bring  an  information  in  quo  warranto 
against  Mr.  James,  though  you  should  give  him 
your  approbation  ; that  is,  my  lords,  your  judg- 
ment does  not  bind  the  right,  it  only  decides 
the  possession  of  the  office.  To  this  I answer, 
that  in  this  case,  to  decide  on  the  possession  is 
in  fact  to  decide  the  contest;  and  I found  that 
answer  on  the  high  authority  of  the  noble  lord, 
who  was  pleased  to  say,  that  when  the  city 
had  spent  three  years  in  the  king’s  bench,  she 
would  probably  grow  sick  of  the  contest.*”  I 
was  not  surprised,  my  lords,  to  hear  an  expres- 
sion of  that  regret  which  must  arise  in  every  wor- 
thy mind,  and  I am  sure  the  noble  lord  sincerely 
felt,  at  the  distress  of  a people,  reduced  to  de- 
fend those  rights  which  ought  never  to  have  been, 
attacked,  and  to  defend  them  in  a way  by  which 
they  could  not  possibly  succeed.  The  truth  is, 
as  the  noble  lord  has  stated,  the  time  of  Mr. 
James’s  mayoralty  would  expire  in  a year,  and 
the  question  of  law  could  not  be  terminated  in 
three;  the  present  contest,  therefore,  cannot 
be  decided  by  law.  How  then,  my  lords,  is  it 
to  be  decided  ? Are  the  people  to  submit  tamely 
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.to  oppression,  or  are  they  to  struggle  for  their 
Jiberties?  I trust,  my  lords,  you  will  think  they  . 
have  not  done  any  thing  so  culpable  as  can  jus- 
tify the  driving  them  to  so  calamitous  a necessi- 
ty ; for  fatal  must  that  struggle  be,  in  whatsoever 
•country  it  shall  happen,  in  which  the  liberties 
of  a people  can  find  no  safety  but  in  the  efforts  of 
vindictive  virtue ; fatal  to  all  parties,  whatsoever 
may  be  the  event.  But,  my  lords,  I feel  this 
to  be  a topic  on  which  it  is  neither  my  province 
nor  my  wish  to  expatiate,  and  I leave  it  the 
more  willingly,  because  I know  that  I have  al- 
ready trespassed  very  long  upon  your  patience, 
and  also,  because  I cannot  relincfuish  an  hope, 
that  the  decision  of  your  lordships  this  day  will 
be  such  as  shall  restore  the  tranquillity  of  the 
public  mind,  the  mutual  confidence  between  the 
•government  and  the  people,  and  make  it  unne- 
cessary for  any  man  to  pursue  so  painful  a sub- 
ject. 

Tke  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council  confirmed 
the  election  of  the  commons,  in  the persoii^of  aide}'- 
^»an  Howisoivfar  lord  mayor. 
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JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Es^ ; 

ON  MOVING 

THAT  IT  IS  THE 

EXCLUSIVE  PRIVILEGE 

or  THE 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  I ' 

. ..  . TO  ORIGINATE 

MONET  BILLS.  ^ 

TUESPAY,  PECEMBER  16,  1783. 

IVIr'.  Curran.  While  I reflect  that  the 
tion  I am  now  going  to  make  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  honour,  and  even  existence  of 
this  house,  and  that  1 have  given  full  notice  of 
my  intention,  I am  much  surprized  at  the  little 
regard  that  seems  intended  to  be  paid  to  it,  as  is 
manifest  from  the  emptiness  of  those  benches— 
This,  sir,  is  not  a question  of  party ; I never  did, 
nor  ever  will  attach  myself  to  party;  and  though 
I mean  to  move  the  resolution  from  this  side  of 
the  house,  yet  it  concerns  both  skUts  equally ; 
it  goes  to  assert  the  privileges  of  the  people  of 
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Ireland  represented  in  this  house  of  commons, 
and  I say  every  party,  and  every  description  of 
men  in  this  house  is  equally  concerned  in  sup- 
porting it.  1 say  it  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  right 
of  the  conimons  of  Ireland  to  originate  and  frame 
money  bills  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  resolution  I intend  to  propose 
is  only  to  vindicate  this  privilege  from  the)  en* 
croachmentsof  a neighbouring  assembly,  which 
has  lately,  by  certain  resolutions,  invaded  this 
right,  this  palladium  of  the  constitution,  which 
I trust  every  man  in  the  house  will  think  himself 
bound  to  defend, 

I AM  sorry  to  say  that  the  constitution  of  Ire- 
land is  so  young,  that  I need  not  go  back  to  a 
very  remote  period,  to  prove  that  the  exclusive 
right  of  originating  and  framing  money  bills  has 
always  resided  in  this  house  ; but  for  thirty  years 
back  it  certainly  has,  and  in  England,  from 
whence  we  derived  our  constitution,  it  always 
has  been  the  practice.  The  peers  and  the  crown 
possess  an  undoubted  right  of  rejecting  such  bills 
in  toto,  but,  in  the  commons  alone  resides  the 
power  of  originating  or  framing  them ; the  very 
mode  of  giving  the  royal  asssent  to  such  bills 
demonstrates  that  the  commons  alone  are  the 
source  from  which  they  flow.  His  majesty  thanks 
his  faithful  commons,  accepts  their  benevolence^ 
and  wills  it  to  be  so  ; and  this  mode  obtains  both 
in  Britain  and  here.  To  whom  should  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  look  for  the  redress  of  grievances, 
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for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  for  the  promotion 
of  commerce,  but  to  their  represensatives  in 
this  house?  What  powerful  engine  has  this 
house,  by  which  it  can  obtain  the  redress  of  grie- 
vances, the  encouragement  of  arts,  or  the  pro- 
niotionof  commerce,  but  by  including  those  ob- 
jects in  the  bill  of  supply  ? And  if  the  right  be 
once  given  up,  or  wrested  from  the  commons, 
they  cease  to  be  the  patrons  and  representatives 
of  the  people ; another  assembly  will  assume  that 
pov/er,  and  the  people  will  learn  to  look  for 
that  encouragement  and  support  from  the  aristo- 
cratic, which  they  now  receive  from  the  demo- 
cratic branch  of  the  state,  and  this  house  will 
become  a very  cypher,  and  its  members,  instead 
of  possessing  the  power  of  encouraging  arts,  re^ 
yrarding  merit,  or,  in  a word,  of  serving  the 
country*  will  become  the  humble  solicitors  of 
tiuother  assembly. 

From  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third  the  power 
of  annexing  the  redress  of  grievances  to  money 
bills  has  been  the  constitutional  privilege  of  the 
commons  of  England ; the  practice  of  inserting 
such  clauses  as  the  commons  have  deemed  pro- 
per has  obtained  in  Ireland  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  and,  to  any  person  acquainted  with  our 
constitution,  must,  at  the  slightest  view,  appear 
to  be  their  inherent  right:  I cannot  therefore 
suppose  this  house  will  be  silent  when  this  pri- 
vilege is  invaded  by  another  assembly  y no  man 
fntertains  an  higher  opinion  of  that  assembly 
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than  I do,  and  I am  persuaded,  that  so  great  is 
their  lordship’s  wisdom,  that  when  this  matter 
is  duly  considered  by  them,  they  will  see  the  iin* 
propriety  of  two  resolutions  which  appear  upon 
their  journals  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  to  this  effect,  That  all  grants  made 
to  private  manufacturers  ought  to  be  made  in. 
separate  acts,  and  that  enacting  clauses  in  bills 
of  supply,  the  matter  of  which  is  foreign  to  the 
bill,  is  unparliamentary,  and  tends  to  destroy 
the  constitution  of  this  kingdom.”  That  the  il- 
lustrious assembly  to  which.  I allude  has  passed 
such  a resolution  is  notorious,  and  cannot  be  de-- 
nied,  it  is  inserted  in  their  journals,  and  has 
been  seen  by  many  members  of  this  house;  the 
formality  therefore  of  appointing  a committee 
to  inspect  their  lordship’s  journals  is  unnecessa- 
ry, and  all  that  remains  for  the  commons  is  to 
vindicate  their  own  privileges  by  a mild  and  tem- 
perate resolution  which  I shall  propose  to.  the 
house  for' even  admitting  that  sometimes  an, 
house  of  commons  has  erred  in  making  improper 
grants,  we  should  rather  reform  ourselves,  and 
determine* not  to  err  again,  than  subrnit  to  have 
a monitor  over  us. 

If  I was  addressing  an  house  of  commons  the 
most  virtuous,  or  the  most  corrupt,  I should  ex- 
pect to  be  supported  in  this  measure;  for  I would 
say  to  a virtuous  house  of  commons,  the  privi- 
lege of  originating  and  framing  money  bills  is 
the  palladiuin  of  your  liberty,  the  great  engine 
> ‘ ' ,to 
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to  restrain  oppression,  to  redress  grievances,  or 
to  encourage  merit.  I would  say  to  a corrupt 
house  of  commons,  it  is  the  palladium  of  your 
corruption,  the  security  of  the  wages  of  your  ve- 
nality, the  means  by  which  you  may  obtain  the 
reward  of  your  prostitution ; or  if  I was  address- 
ing a house  containing  both  descriptions,  both 
kinds  of  argument  would  be  applicable.  But  to 
the  house  before  which  I stand,  surely  the  argu- 
ments which  I have  first  used,  the  arguments  of 
virtue  and  of  honour  will  be  sufficient ; to  them 
therefore  I shall  trust. 

I LAMENT  that  a learned  and  right  hononra^ 
ble  member,  with  v/hom  I once  had  the  happi- 
ness of  living  on  terms  of  friendship,  is  now  ab- 
sent; because  1 think  I might  rely  upon  his 
supporting  the  resolution  I intend  to  propose  ; 
that  support  would  perhaps  renew  the  inter- 
course of  our  friendship,  which  has  lately  been 
interrupted.  And  I must  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  house  to  say,  that  that  friendship  was  on 
the  footing  of  perfect  equality,  not  imposed  by 
obligation  on  the  one  side,  or  bound  by  gratitude 
on  the  other;  for  I thank  God,  when  that 
friendship  commenced,  I was  above  receiving 
obligation  from  any  man,  and  therefore  our 
friendship,  as  it  was  more  pure  and  disinterested, 
as  it  depended  on  a sympathy  of  minds  and  a 
congeniality  of  sentiments,  I trusted  would 
have  endured  the  longer.  I think  myself  bound 
to  make  this  public  declaration,  as  it  has  gone- 
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forth  from  this  house,  that  T am  a man  of  ingra- 
titude, and  to  declare,  that  for  any  difference  of 
opinion  with  my  learned  and  right  honourable 
friend  I cannot  be  taxed  with  ingratitude;  for 
that  I never  received  any  obligation  from  him, 
but  lived  on  a footing  of  perfect  equality,  save 
only  so  far  as  his  great  talents  and  erudition  out- 
went mine., 

I CONFESS  my  obligation  to  the  house  for  this 
indulgence  of  speaking  a few  words  foreign  to 
the  debate,  hut  which  every  man  must  think  I ' 
owed  to  my  own  character ; and  that  I may  de- 
tain gentlemen  no  longer,  1 shall  briefly  move  : 

“ That  it  is  the  sole  and  undoubted  privilege 
of  the  commons  of  Ireland  to  originate  all  bills 
of  supply  and  grants  of  public  money,  in  such 
manner  and  with  such  clauses  as  they  shall  think 
proper/* 
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Curran  said  he  hoped  he  might  say  a 
few  words  on  this  great  subject,  without  dis-^ 
turbing  the  sleep  of  any  right  honourable  mem- 
ber, (the  attorney  general  having  fallen  a sleep  , 
on  his  seat)  and  yet,  perhaps,  added  he,  I ought 
rather  to  envy,  than  blame  the  tranquillity  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.  do  not  feel 
myself  so  happily  tempered,  as  to  be  lulled  to 
repose  by  the  storms  that  shake  the  land.  If  they 
invite  rest  to  any,  that  rest  ought  not  to  be  la-  . 
vished  on  the  guilty  spirit.  He  said,  he  never 
more  strongly  felt  the  necessity  of  a perfect 
union  with  Britain,  of  standing'  or  falling  wdth 
her  in  fortune  and  constitution,  than  On  this  oc- 
casion. She  was  the  parent,  the  archetype  of 
Irish  liberty,  which  she  had  preserved  inviolate 
in  its  grand  points,  while  among  us  it  lias  been 
violated  and  debased.  He  then  called  upon  the 
house  to  consider  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  as 
the  great  inquest  of  the  people.  He  respected 
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judges  Iiigldy  ; they  ought  to  be  respected,  and 
feel  their  dignity  and  freedom  from  reprehension, 
while  they  did  what  judges  ought  to  do;  but 
their  station  should  not  skreen  them,  when  they 
passed  the  hmit  of  their  duty. 

Whether  they  did,  or  not,  was  the  question  ? 
The  house  was  the  judge  of  those  judges  ; and 
it  would  betray  the  people  to  tyranny,  and  abdi- 
cate their  representation,  if  they  did  not  act 
with  probity  and  firmness. 

In  tl>eir  proceedings  against  Reilly  he  thought 
they  had  transgressed  the  law,  and  made  a pre- 
cedent which,  while  it  remained,  was  subversive 
of  the  trial  by  jury,  and,  of  course,  of  liberty. 
He  regarded  the  constitution,  he  regarded  the 
judges,  three  of  that  court  at  least,  and  for 
their  sakes  he  would  endeavour  to  undo  what 
they  had  done.  " ^ ; 

/rilE  question  was,  whethertliat  court  bad  re- 
ally punished  their  own  ofScer  for  a real  con- 
ternpt ; or  whether,  it  had  abused  that  power, 
for  the  illegal  end  of  punishing. a supposed  olj- 
fence  against  the  state,  by  a summary  proceed- 
i;ng,  without  a.trial  by  jury  ? , , , 

He  said  the  question  was  plain,  whether  .as  a 
point  of  constitution,  or  as  of  law  ; as  the  for-, 
mer,  it  is  plain  and  obvious;  but  he- would  fir^t 
consider  it  in  the  for.mer  view... , When  .he  fe}t 
rhe  constitution  rocking  over  his  head,  his  first 
' anxiety 
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anxiety  A\^as  to  explore  the  foundation,  ta  seeif 
the  great  arches  that  supported  the  fabrick  had 
fallen  in  5 but  he  found  them  firm,  on  the  solid 
and  massy  principle  of  common  law.  He  then 
observed,  that  the  principle  of  legal  liberty  was, 
that  offence,  and  trial,  and  punishment  should 
be  fixed  ; it  was. sense;  it  was  Magna  Charia  ; 
a trial  by  jury  as  to  fact— an  appeal  from  judges 
as  to  law. 

V 

He  admitted  attachment  an  exception  to  llio 
geneml  rule,  as  founded  in  necessity,  for  the  sup- 
port of  courts,  in  administering  justice,  by  a 
summary  controul  over  their  officers  acting  un- 
der them. 

But  the  necessity  that  gave  rise  to  it  was  also 
the  limit.  If  it  was  entered  farther,  it  would  ex- 
tend to  all  criminal  cases  not  capital,  and  in  the 
room  of  a jury,  crimes  would  be  created  by  a 
judge,— the  party  accused  by  him,  found  guilty 
by  him,  punished  by  the  utter  loss  of  his  liberty 
and  property  for  life,  by  indefinite  fine  and  ini- 
prisonment,  w ithout  remedy  or  appeal.  If  lie 
did  not  answer,  he  was  guilty  ; even  if  he  did, 
thecourt  might  think  or  say  it  thought  theanswer 
evasive,  and  so  convict  l^ini  for  imputed  prevari^ 
cation. 

V 

The  power  of  attachment,  he  said,  was  wisely 
confined  by  the  British  laws,  and  practised  witli- 
in  that  limit,  The  crown  lawyers  had  not  prc)- 
K 2 duced 


68 


duced  a single  case,  where  the  King’s-bench  in 
England  had  gone  beyond  it.  Tliey  had  ranged 
through  the  annals  of  history  ; through  every 
reign  of  folly,  and  of  blood ; through  the  proud 
domination  of  the  Tudors,  and  the  blockhead 
despotism  of  the  Stuarts,  without  finding  a sin- 
gle case  to  support  their  doctrine.  He  consider- 
ed the  office  of  sheriff  as  judicial  and  ministerial. 
He  said  Reilly’s  offence  did  not  fall  within  any 
summary  controul,  in  either  capacity.  It  was 
not  a judicial  act  3 it  w’as  not  colore  officii.  An 
act  colore  officii  must  either  be  an  act  done  by  tlie 
actual  exercise  of  an  abused  or  usurped  authority 
neither  of  which  could  it  be  called  3 for  where 
the  sheriff  summonses  his  county,  he  does  it 
by  command,  by  authority,  under  pain  of  fine 
and  imprisonment  to  those  who  disobey. 

Was  the  appointment  of  a meeting  any  such 
active  exertion  of  authority  ? Did  any  man  sup- 
pose he  was  obliged  to  attend  ? That  he  would, 
be  fined,  if  he  refused  to  attend?  No.  Did  the 
sheriff  hold  out  any  such  colourable  authority  ? 
Clearly  not.  The  contrary  : — He  explained  the 
purpose  of  the  intended  meeting : he  stated  at 
w’hose  instance  he  appointed  such  meeting,'  and 
thereby  shewed  to  every  man  in  his  senses,  that  lie 
v/as  not  affecting  to  convene  them  by  colour  of 
any  compulsive  authority. 

If  then  there  was  any  guilt  in  the  sheriffs' 
CondiK^t,  it  was  not  punishabfe  by  attachment. 
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Tliey  who  argued  from  its  enormity,  ivere  gulU;f 
of  a shabby  attempt  to  mislead  meu  from  the 
question,  which  was  not,  whether  he  ongh  to  be 
punished  at  all;  but,  whether  he  had  been 
punished  according  to  law  ? 

You  have  heard  no  man  adduce  a single  case 
to  support  their  assertion;  but  we  have  the  uni- 
form practice  of  the  King’s-bench  in  England  in 
our  favour ; the  uniform  practice,  both  there  and 
here,  during  these  last  years.  Had  they  not  meet- 
tings  there  and  here  ? Was  not  the  crown  re- 
ceiving petitions  and  addresses  from  such  assem- 
blies^— Why,  during  that  time,  no  motion  for 
an  attachment  in  either  kingdom  ? 

If  an  English  attorney  general  had  attempted 
such  a daring  outrage  on  public  liberty  and  la  w 
he  must  have  found  some  friend  to  warn  him  not 
to  debase  the  court,  and  make  it  appear  to  all 
mankind  as  the  odious  engine  of  arbitrary  povrer ; 
not  to  put  it  into  so  unnatural  a situation,  as  that 
of  standing  between  the  people  and  the  crown, 
or  between  the  people  and  their  representatives. 

He  would  warn  him  not  to  bring  public  hatred 
on  the  government,  by  the  adoption  of  illegal  pro- 
secution ; that  if  he  shewed  himself  afraid  of  pro- 
ceeding against  offenders  by  the  ordinary  mode, 
then  offenders  would  be  exalted  by  arbitrary  per- 
secution of  them  ; they  would  become  suffering 
patriots,  from  being  mere  petty  offenders ; their 
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tries  would  become  popular . He  would  be  warn- 
ed how  he  led  the  court  into  an  illegality,  which 
the  commons  could  never  endure : that  no  honest 
representative  could  sacrifice  his  fame  and  his 
duty,  by  voting  in  support  of  a proceeding  sub- 
versive of  liberty ; that  he  would  shrink  from  the 
reproach  of  the  most  insignificant  of  his  consti- 
tuents, if  that  constituent  could  say  to  him, 
‘ when  thou  sawest  the  thief  of  the  constitution, 
thou  consentest  unto  him/ 

Such  would  be”  the  motion  suggested  to  an 
English  attorney  general,  and  accordingly  we 
find  no  instance  of  his  ever  venturing  on  such  a 
measure. 

Without  case  then,  or  precedent,  or  prin- 
ciple, what  is  the  support  of  such  a conduct  here  ? 
The  distinction  of  a judge  ? And  what  is  that 
distinction?  *tis  different  in  different  men ; ’tis 
different  in  the  same  man  at  different  times  — ^ 
^tis  the  folly  of  a fool,  and  the  fear  of  a coward 
—his  the  infamy  of  the  young,  and  the  dotage 
of  age ; in  the  best  man  it  is  very  weakness  that 
human  nature  is  subject  to,  and  in  the  worst  it  is 
very  vice.  Will  you  then  tell  the  people  that 
you  have  chose  this  glorious  distinction  in  the 
place  of  fixed  laws,  offences,  and  fixed  punish- 
nent,  and  in  the  place  of  that  great  barrier  between 
the  prerogative  and  the  people— atrial  by  jury. 
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But  'tis  objected  that  the  regolutiom’s  a ceiiv 
sure  on  thejudges,  and  a charge  of  corruption:— 
I deny  it,  and  I appeal  to  your  own  acts 

He  then  called  to  the  clerk,  who  read  frotn 
the  journals  a vote  of  censure  passed  upon  Mr. 
Justice  Robinson,  for  imposing  a fine  illegally  In 
a county  when  on  circuit,  without  view  or  evi- 
dence. Was  their  resolution  founded  on  any  cor- 
ruption of  that  judge?  No;  you  would,  if 
have  addressed  to  remove  him.  I called  for  the  re- 
solution, therefore,  not  to  charge  him  with  guilt, 
I am  persuaded  he  acted  merely  through  error  5 
but  to  vindicate  him,  to  vindicate  jmu,  and  to 
exhort  you  to  be  consistent.  You  thought  amuch 
smaller  violation  of  law  was  deserving  your  re- 
probation.— Do  not  abandon  yourselves  and  yoiir 
country  to  slavery,  by  suffering  so  much  a gross- 
er and  more  dangerous  transgression  of  the  con- 
stitution to  become  a precedent  for  ever.  In  ten- 
derness even  to  thejudges,  interpose.  Their  re- 
gret, which  I am  sure  they  now  feel  on  reflection, 
cannot  undo  what  they  have  done  ; their  hands 
cannot  wash  away  what  is  written  in  their  re- 
cords ; butyou  may  repair  whatever  has  been  in- 
jured : if  your  friend  had  unwillingly  plunged  a 
dagger  into  the  breast  of  a stranger,  would  you 
prove  his  innocence  by  letting  the  victim  bleed  to 
death  ? The  constitution  has  been  wounded  deep- 
ly, but  I am  persuaded  innocently ; his  you  only, 
who,  by  neglecting  to  interpose,  can  make  the  con- 
sequences fatal,  and  the  woundripen  uilomurder. 
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I WOULD  wish,  I own,  that  the  liberty  cf  Ire- 
land should  be  supported  by  her  own  children  3 
but  if  she  is  scorned  and  rejected  by  them,  when 
her  all  is  at  stake,  I will  implore  the  assistance 
even  of  two  strangers ; I will  call  on  the  right 
honourable  secretary  to  support  the  principles  of 
the  British  constitution.  Let  him  not  render  hi6 
administration  odious  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  by. 
applying  hisjnfluence  in  this  house  to  the  ruin  of 
their  personal  freedom.  Let  him  not  give  a pre^ 
tence  to  the  enemies  of  his  friend  in  a sister  coun- 
try, to  say  that  the  son  of  the  illustrious  Chatham 
is  disgracing  the  memory  of  his  great  father  > 
‘that  the  trophies  of  his  Irish  administration  are 
the  introduction  of  an  inquisition  among  us,  and 
extinction  of  a trial  by  jury ; let  them  not  say 
that  the  pulse  of  the  constitution  beats  only  in  the 
heart  of  the  empire,'  but  that  it  is  dead  in  the  ex- 
tremities. He  concluded  with  declaring  his 
-hearty  concurrence  to  the  resolution  proposed. 

The  attorney- general  (Fitzgibbon),  in  a speech 
of  much  personality,  opposed  Mr.  Curran’s  mo- 
tion. 

AIr.  Curran,  in  reply,  thanked  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  for  restoring  him  to  his  good 
humour,  and  for  having  with  great  liberality  and 
parliamentary  decency  answered  his  arguments 
with  personality!  Some  expressions  could  not 
heat  him,  when  corning  from  persons  of  a certain 
distinction.  He  would  not  interrupt  the  right 
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honourable  gentleman  in  the  fifth  repetition  of  his 
speech.  He  would  prevent  h is  arguments  by  tell- 
ing him  he  had  not  in  one  instance  alluded, to  Mr. 
Jveilly.  The  right  ho.hourable  gentleman  said,  he 
had  declared  the  judges  guilty  ; but  he  had  said 
no  such  thing.  He  sauh  if  any  judge  was  to  act 
ill  the  manner  he  mentioned,  it  would  be  an  ag- 
gravation of  his  guilt.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tieman  had  said,  that  the  house  of  commons  had 
no  right  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  judges;  if 
so,  he  would  ask  the  learned  serjeant,  why  lie  sat  v 
in  that  chair  ? he  would  ask  why  the  resolution 
had  been  just  read  from  the  journals  ? — The  gen- 
tleman had  called  him  a babbler ; he  could  not* 
think  that  was  meant  as  a disgrace,  because  in 
another  parliament,  before  he  had  the  honour  of  a 
seat  in  that  house,  but  when  he  was  in  the  gallery, 
he  had  heard  a young  law^yer  named  Babbler. 
He  did  not  recollect  that  there  w^ere  sponsors  at 
the  baptismal  font,  nor  was  there  any  occasion, 
as  the  infant  had  promised  and  vowed  so  many 
things  in  his  own  name.  Indeed  he  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  reply,  for  he  w^as  not  accustomed  to  pro- 
nounce panegyric  upon  himself ; he  did  not  weli 
know  how  to  do  it ; but  since  he  could  not  tell 
them  what  he  was,  he  could  tell  them  what  he 
was  not  : He  was  not  a man  whose  respect  in 
person  and  character  depended  upon  the  impor- 
tance of  his  office ; he  was  not  a young  man  who 
thrust  himself  into  the  foreground  of  a picture 
which  ought  to  be  occupied  by  a better  figure ; 
J^e  was  notaijian  who  replied  wdth  invective  when 
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sinking  iihder  the  weight  of  argument*  he  was 
not  a man  who  denied  the  necessity  of  a parlia- 
mentary reform  at  the’ time  he  proved  the  expe- 
diency of  it,  by  reviling  his  own  constituents, 
the  parish  clerk,  the’ sexton,  and  grave-digger ; 
and  if  there  was  any  man  who  could  apply  what 
he  was  not  to  himself,  he  left  him  to  think  of  it 
in  the  committee,  and  to  contemplate  upon  it 
w hen  he  went  home. 
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jVIr.  curran.—i  can  easily  excuse  some 

‘ inconsistencies  in  the  conduct  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable secretary,  for  some  accidents  have  be- 
fallen him : Avhen  vve  met  last,  he  desired  us  to 
adjourn  for  three  weeks  ; w’e  did  so  ; and  no\V 
wants  above  a fortnight  more.  But  \\dll  that  help 
forward  the  business  before  the  house  ? will  it 
expedite  the  progress  of  a bill,  to  say,  let  us 
wait  till  the  packet  comes  in  from  England,  and 
perhaps  we  shall  have  some  news  about  the  pro- 
positions. Did  the  British  minister  act  in  this 
manner?  no  ; when  he  postponed  from  time  to 
time  the  consideration  of  the  propositions,  he  did 
not  postpone  the  other  business  of  the  house  : 
he  did  not  say,  let  it  wait  till  the  packet  conies 
trom  Dublin.  This  the  Irish  minister  is  forced  to 
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do : I say  forced,  for  I am  sure  it  is  not  his  in- 
clination; it  must  distress  him  greatly;  and  I 
sincerely  feel  for  and  pity  his  distress. 

When  we  had  the  eleveiv  propositions  before 
US,  we  were  charmed  with  them.  Why  ? because 
we  did  not  understand  them.  Yes,  the  endear- 
ing w ord  reciprocity  rang  at  every  corner  of  the 
streets.  We  then  thought  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman. laid  the  propositions  before  us  by 
authority,  but  the  English  minister  reprobates 
them  as  soon  as  they  get  to  England,  and  the 
whole  nation  reprobates  them:  thus,  on  one  hand 
vre  must  conclude  the  English  minister  tells  the 
Irish  minister  to  propose  an  adjustment,  and, 
when  it  goes  back  alters  every  part ; or,  that  the 
Irish  minister  proposed  it  without  any  authority 
at  all.  . I am  inclined  to  believe  the  latter,  for  it 
would  add  to  the  gentlernan’s  distress  to  suppose 
the  former,  . , . , 

Now  let  us  mark  another  inconsistency  into 
which  the  right  honourable  gentl(^raan  is  driven, 
no  doubt  gainst  his  will.  Time  to^delibexate  vvas 
refused  us,  when  w^e  had  something  tQ  deliberate 
upon;  and  iiow,  wdien  we  are  told  we  have  no-^ 
thing  before  us  to  considerj  we  are  to  have  a fort- 
iiightsrecessto  enable  us  to,  think  about  nothing. 
And  time  indeed  it  will  take,  before  we  can  think 
to  any  purpose.  It  will  take  time  for  the  propo- 
sitions to  go  through,  and  perhaps  to  be  again 
altered  in  the  house  of  lords,  It  will  take  time 
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for  them  to  be  reconsidered  in  the  British  com- 
mons. It  will  take  time  for  them  to  come  over 
here.  It  will  take  time  for  ns  to  consider  them, 
though  that  time  is  likely  to  be  very  short.  It 
will  take  time  to  send  them  back  to  England.  It 
will  take  time  for  them  to  be  returned  to  us 
again  ; and  then  time  will  be  required  to  carry 
them  into  execution'. 

But  a rumour  hath  gone  abroad  of  a studied 
design  to  delay  thediscussion  of  this  business  un- 
til there  shall  be  no  members  in  town.  But  away 
with  such  a suspicion  ^ I think  too  honourable  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  : butyet  I should 
be  glad  to  hear  him  say,  there  is  not  even  an  idea 
of  the  base  design  of  forcing  them  down  our 
throats. 

Mr.  Si^CRETARY  Orde  moved,  that  the  house 
do  adjourn  to  Tuesday  se’nnight. 

Mr*  Curran,  Sir,  the  adjournment  proposed  k 
d.isgracefu]  to  parliament,  and  disgraceful  to  the 
nation.  1 must  explain  myself,  by  stating  a few 
facts,  though  they  relate  to  a subject  that  1 own  I 
cannot  approach  but  with  reluctance.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  early  in  the  session  pro- 
duced a set  of  propositions,  which  he  was  autho- 
rised to  present  to  us  as  a system  of  final  and 
permanent  commercial  adjustment  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  As  a compensation  for  the  ex- 
pected advantages  of  this  system,  we  were  called 
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'upon  to  impose  1 i0,0001.  a year  on  this  exhaust* 
ed  country.  Unequal  to  our  strength,  and  enor- 
mous as  the  burden  was,  we  submitted;  we  were 
willing  to  strain  every  nerve  in  the  common  cause, 
and  to  stand  or  fall  with  the  fate  of  the  British 
empire.  But  what  is  the  event  ? I feel  how 
much  beneath  us  it  would  be  to  attend  to  theun- 
authenticated  rumours  of  Avhat  may  be  said  or 
done  in  another  kingdom  ; but  it  would  be  a ri- 
diculous alfectation  in  us  not  to  know  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  system  has  been  re- 
probated by  those  under  whose  authority  he  was 
supposed  to  act,  and  that  he  himself  has  been  de- 
serted and  disavowed.  I cannot,  for  my  own  part, 
but  pity  the  calamity  of  a man  who  is  exposed  to 
the  contempt  of  the  countries  as  an  egregious 
du[)e,  or  to  their  indignation  as  agross  impostoigr 
for  even  lie  himself  now  abandons  every  hope  of 
those  propositions  returning  to  this  liouse  in  the 
form  tliey  left  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  now  only 
hopes  that  he  may  be  able  to  bring  something  for- 
ward that  may  deserve  our  approbation  on  some 
future  day.  He  requests  an  adjournment  for  ten 
days,  and  he  promises  that  he  will  give  a week’s 
notice,  when tiie yet  undiscovered  something  is  to 
be  proposed,  v/hich  something  he  promises  shall  be 
agreeable  to  this  nation,  and  authorised  by  the 
English  minister.  On  what  his  confidence  of  this 
is  founded  I know  not,  unless  he  argues,  that  be- 
cause he  has  lieen  disavowed  and  exposed  in  his 
p»ast  conduct  by  his  employers,  lie  may  rely  on 
their  supporting  liim  in  future  But  however  the 
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right  honourable  gentleman  may  fall  in  drawing 
instruction  from  experience  or  calamity,  we  ought 
to  be  more  wise ; we  should  learn  caution  from 
disappointment.  We  relied  on  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman’s  assurances — w^e  found  them  fal- 
lacious; we  have  oppressed  the  people  with  a 
load  of  taxes,  as  a compensation  for  a commer- 
cial adjustment ; we  have  not  got  that  adjustment ; 
we  confided  in  our  skill  in  negociation,  and  we 
are  rendered  ridiculous  by  that  coiifideiice.  We 
looked  abroad  for  the  resourses  of  Irish  com- 
merce, and  we  find  that  they  are  to  be  sought  for 
only  at  home,  in  the  industry  of  the  people,  in 
the  honesty  of  parliament,  and  in  our  learning 
that  negociation  must  inevitably  bring  derision  oa 
ourselves,  and  ruin  on  our  constituents.  But  you 
are  called  on  to  depend  on  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman’s  regard  for  his  own  reputation: 
when  the  interest  of  the  people  is  at  stake,  can 
we  be  honest  in  reposing  on  so  despicable  a se- 
curity ? Suppose  this  great  pledge  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman’s  character  should  chance 
to  become  forfeited,  where  will  you  look  for  it  ? 
When  he  sails  for  England,  is  it  too  large  to 
carry  with  him  ? Or,  if  you  would  discover  in 
what  parish  of  Great  Britain  it  may  be  Ibund, 
will  the  sacrifice  be  an  atonement  to  the  people 
who  have  already  been  betrayed  by  trusting  to  so 
contemptible  a pledge  ? See  then  what  v/e  do  by 
consenting  to  this  short  adjournment:  we  have 
been  obscured  already,  and  we  neglect  every 
ptlier  duty,  in  order  to  solicit  a repetition  of  that 
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abuse.  If  this  something  should  arrive  at  all,  ife 
will  be  proposed  when  the  business  of  the  country 
will  engage  every  county  member  at  the  assizes: 
for  as  to  his  week's  notice,  it  either  cannot  reach 
him  in  time,  or,  if  it  should,  he  cannot  possibly 
obey  it.  Is  it  then  our  wish  to  have  a new  sub- 
ject of  such  moment,  as  a contract  that  is  to  bind 
us  for  ever,  concluded  in  half  a house,  and  with- 
out a single  representative  for  a county  in  the 
number  ? Is  it  wise  to  trust  to  half  the  house  in 
a negociation  in  which  the  wisdom  of  the  whole 
has  been  already  defeated  ? But  what  is  the  neces- 
sity that  induces  us  to  acquiesce  in  a measure  of 
so  much  danger  and  disgrace  ? Is  this  nation 
brought  to  so  abject  a condition  by  her  represen- 
tatives as  to  have  no  refuge  from  ruin,  but  in  the 
immediate  assistance  of  Great  Britain  ? Sir,  Ido 
not  so  far  despair  of  the  public  weal : oppressed 
as  we  were,  we  found  a resource  for  our  consti- 
tution in  the  spirit  of  the  people  ; abused  as  we 
now  find  ourselves,  our  commerce  cannot  fail  of 
a resource  in  our  virtue  and  industry,  if  we  do  not 
suffer  ourselves  to  be  diverted  from  those  great 
and  infallible  resourses,  by  a silly  hope  fiv  m ne- 
gociation, for  which  we  are  not  adapted,  and  in 
which  we  can  never  succeed.  And  if  this  great 
hope  still  is  left,  why  fill  the  public  mind  with 
alarm  and  dismay  ? Shall  we  teach  the  people  to 
think,  that  something  instantly  must  be  done,  to 
save  them  from  destruction  ? Suppose  that  some- 
thing should  not,  cannot  be' done,  may  not  the 
aUempt,  instead  of  uniting  the  two  countries,  in- 
volve 
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volve  them  in  the  consequences  of  discord  and 
dissention?  But,  if  your  compliance  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  requisition  does 
not  sink  the  people  into  despair  of  their 'own  si« 
t nation,  does  it  not  expose  the  honour  and  inte- 
grity of  this  house  to  suspicion  and  distrust  ? For 
what  can  they  suppose  we  intend  by  this  delay  ? 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  may  find  it  worth 
his  while  to  secure  the  continuance  in  his  office 
by  an  expedient,  however  temporary  and  inef- 
fectual ; but,  sir,  if  we  are  supposed  to  concur  in 
such  a design,  our  character  is  gone  with  the 
people;  for,  if  we  are  honest,  it  can  be  of  no  mo- 
ment to  us  whether  this  secretary  or  that  minister 
shall  continue  in  office  or  not.  I know  it  has 
been  rumoured  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man may  take  advantage  of  a thin  house,  to  im- 
pose upon  this  country  the  new  set  of  resolutions 
that  have  passed  the  commons  of  Great  Britain. 
Sir,  I do  not  suspect  any  such  thing,  nor  would 
I encourage  such  a groundless  apprehension.  Sir. 
I do  not  think  it  would  be  easy  to  find  a man  who 
would  stand  within  the  low-water  mark  of  our 
shore,  and  read  some  of  those  resolutions  above 
his  breath,  without  feeling  some  uneasiness  for 
his  personal  safety ; neither  can  I think,  if  a 
foreign  usurpation  should  come  crested  to  our 
bar,  and  demand  from  the  treachery  of  this 
house  a surrender  of  that  constitution  which  has 
been  established  by  the  virtue  of  the  nation,  that 
we  would  answer  such  a requisition  by  words. 
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But,  sir,  though  the  people  should  not  appre- 
hend such  extreme  perfidy  from  us,  they  will  be 
justly  alarmed  if  they  see  us  acting  with  needless 
precipitation  ; after  what  is  past,  we  cannot  be 
surprised  at  not  meeting  with  the  most  favoura- 
ble interpretations  of  our  conduct. 

On  great  subjects,  the  magnitude  of  the  ideas 
to  be  compared  may  cause  some  confusion  in 
the  minds  of  ordinaiy  men;  they  will,  therefore, 
examine  our  conduct  by  analogy  to  the  more 
frequent  occurrences  of  commonlife:  such  cases 
happen  every  day.  Will  you  permit  me  to  sup- 
})Ose  a very  familiar  one,  by  which  our  present 
situation  may  be  illustrated  to  a common  mind, 

I WILL  suppose  then,  sir,  that  an  old  friend 
that  you  loved,  just  recovering  from  a disease  in 
which  he  liad  been  wasted  almost  to  death, 
should  prevail  upon  you  to  take  the  trouble  of 
buying  him  a horse  for  the  establishment  of  his 
health;  and  I the  more  freely  presume  to  repre- 
sent you  for  a moment  in  an  office  so  little  cor- 
- responding  with  the  dignity  of  your  station, 
from  a consciousness  that  my  fancy  cannot  put 
you  ill  any  place  to  wdiich  you  will  not  be  fol- 
Jow^ed  by  my  utmost  respect.  I w^ill,  therefore, 
suppose  that  you  send  for  an  horse-jockey,  who 
does  not  come  himself,  but  sends  his  foreman  : 

Says  the  foreman,  sir,  I know  wdiat  you 
want ; my  master  has  an  horse  that  will  exactly 
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match  your  friend  ; he  has  descended  from  Ra- 
belais’ famous  Johannes  Caballas,  that  got  a 
doctor  of  physic’s  degree  from  the  college  of 
Rheims  ; but  your  friend  must  pay  his  price. 
My  master  knows  he  has  no  money  at  present, 
and  wall  therefore  accept  his  note  for  the  amount 
of  what  he  shall  be  able  to  earn  while  he  lives, 
allowing  him,  however,  such  moderate  subsis- 
tence as  may  prevent  him  from  perishing.  If 
you  are  satisfied  I wall  step  for  the  horse  and 
bring  him  instantly,  with  the  bridle  and  saddle, 
which  you  shall  have  into  the  bargin.’^  But, 
friend,  say  you,  are  you  sure  that  you  are  au- 
thorised to  make  this  bargin  ? What,  sir,  cries 
the  foreman,  would  you  doubt  my  honour  ? 
Sir,  I can  find  three  hundred  gentlemen  who 
never  saw  me  before,  and  yet  have  gone  bail  for 
me  at  the  first  view  of  my  face.  Besides,  sir, 
jmii  have  a greater  pledge  ; my  honour,  sir, 
my  renown  is  at  stake.  Well,  sir,  you  agree, 
the  noteis  passed  ; the  foreman  leaves  you,  and 
returns  without  the  horse.  What,  sir  ! where 
is  the  horse  ? Why,  in  truth,  sir,  answers  he, 

I am  sorry  for  this  little  disappointment,  but 
my  mistress  has  taken  a fancy  to  the  horse,  so 
vour  friend  cannot  have  him.  But  we  have  a 
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Jiice  little  mare  that  will  match  him  better  ; as 
to  the  saddle  lie  must  do  without  that,  for  little 
inader  insists  on  keeping  it ; however,  your 
friend  has  been  so  poor  a fellow  that  he  must 
have  too  thick  a skin  to  be  much  fretted  by  ri- 
ding bare-backed  3 besides  the  marejs  so  low 
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hisT^et  will  reach  the  ground  when  he  rides  her ; 
and  still  further  to  accommodate  him,  my  master 
insists  on  having  a chain  locked  to  her  feet,  of 
which  lock  my  master  is  to  have  a key  to  lock 
or  unlock  as  he  pleases,  and  your  friend  shall 
also  have  a key  so  formed  that  he  cannot  unlock 
the  chain,  but  with  which  he  may  double-lock 
it  if  he  thinks  fit. 

AVhaT,  sirrah,  do  you  think  Fll  betray  my 
old  friend  to  such  a fraud  ? Why  really,  sir,  you 
are  imipertinent,  and  your  friend  is  too  peevish ; 
’twas  only  the  other  day  that  he  charged  my 
master  with  having  stolen  his  cloak,  and  grew 
angry,  and  got  a ferrule  and  spike  to  his  stalf. 
Why,  sir,  you  see  how  good-humouredly  my 
master  gave  back  the  cloak.  Sir,  my  master 
scorns  to  break  his  word,  and  so  do  I;  sir,  my 
character  is  your  security.  Now,  as  to  the  mare, 
you  are  too  hasty  in  objecting  to  her,  for  1 am  not 
sure  that  you  can  get  her;  all  I ask  of  you  nov/ 
is  to  wait  a few  hours  in  the  street,  that  I may  tiy 
if  something  may  not  be  done  ; but  let  me  say 
one  word  to  you  in  confidence  : 

I AM  to  get  two  guineas  if  I can  bring  your 
friend  to  be  satisfied  with  what  we  can  do  for 
him ; now  if  you  assist  me  in  this,  you  shall  have 
half  the  money ; for  to  tell  you  the  truth,  if  I fail 
in  my  undertaking,  I shall  either  be  discharged 
entirely  or  degraded  to  my  former  place  of  helper 
in  the  stable. 


Now 


85 


NoWj  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I do  not  presume  to 
judge  of  your  feelings  by  my  own,  I cannot  be 
sure  that  you  Would  beat  the  foreman,  or  abuse 
him  as  an  impudent  lying  impostor:  I rather 
think  you  would  for  a moment  be  lost  in  reflect- 
ing, and  not  without  a pang,  how  the  rectitude 
of  your  heart  and  the  tenderness  of  your  head 
had  exposed  you  to  be  the  dupe  of  improbity  and 
folly.  But,  sir,  I know  3^ou  would  leave  the 
wretch  who  had  deceived  you,  or  the  fool  who 
was  deceived  by  his  master,  and  you  would  re- 
turn to  your  friend.  And  methinks  you  would 
say  to  him,  we  have  been  deceived  in  the  course 
we  l)ave  adopted  ; for,  my  good  friend,  you  must 
look  to  the  exertions  of  your  own  strength  for 
the  establishment  of  your  health.  You  have 
great  stamina  still  remaining,  rely  upon  them, 
and  they  will  support  you.  Let  no  man  per- 
suade you  to  take  the  ferrule  or  spike  from  your 
staff.  It  will  guard  your  cloak.  Neither  quar- 
rel with  the  jockey,  for  he  cannot  recover  the 
contents  of  the  note,  as  yon  have  not  the  horse; 
and  he  may  yet  see  the  policy  of  using  you  ho- 
nestly, and  deserving  to  be  your  friend.  If  so, 
embrace  him,  and  let  your  staff  be  lifted  in  de- 
fence of  your  common  safety,  and  until  that 
shall  happen,  let  it  be  always  in  readiness  to  de- 
fend yourself. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  advice  you  would  olfer  to 
your  friend,  and  which  I would  now  oder  to  this 
i^use.  . There  is  no  ground  for  despairing;  let 
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US  not  ilierefore  alarm  the  people.  **If  a closer 
connexion  with  Great  Britain  is  not  now' practi- 
cable, it  may  become  practicable  hereafter.  But 
\vc  shall  mill  every  hope  of  that  kind  by  precipi- 
tation.. I do  therefore  conjure  gentlemen  not  to 
run  the  risk  of  forcing  us  on  a*  week’s  notice  to 
enter  on  a subject,  on  which  every  man  in  the 
nation  ought  to  be  allowed  the  most  unlimited 
time  for  deliberation.  I do  conjure  them  not  to 
assent  to  a measure  that  can  serve  nobody  but 
the  proposer  of  it ; that  mast  expose  this  house  to 
the  distrust  of  their  constituents,  and  which  may 
in  its  consequences  endanger  the  harmony  of 
two  kingdomsj  whose  interests  and  fortunes  ought 
never  to  be  separated. 
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SPEECH 

OF 

JOHN  PHILPOT  CURPtAN,  Esq. 

ON  THE  BILL  FOR  REGULATING  THE 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE 
beiiceen  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

House  of  Commons,  Friday,  August  12Lh,  1785. 


Orde  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 

bill.  - 

AIr.  Curran  said,  he  was  too  much  exhausted 
to  S3y  much  at  that  hour  (six  o’clock)  on  the  sub- 
ject. His  zeal  had  survived  his  strength.  He 
wished  his  present  state  of  mind  and  body  might 
not  be  ominous  of  the  condition  to  which  Ireiand 
would  be  reduced,  if  this  bill  should  become  a 
law.  He  could  not  therefore  yield  even  to  his 
weakness.  It  ^vas  a subject  v/hich  mightanimate 
the  dead.  He  then  took  a view  of  the  progress 
of  the  arrangement,  and  arrainged  the  insidious 
conduct  of  administration.  In  Ireland  it  was 
proposed  by  the  minister  ; in  England  it  was  re- 
probated by  the  same  minister.  He^had  known 
children  to  learn  to  play  cards,  by  playing  the 
right  hand  against  the  left : he  had  never  before 
heard  of  negociation  being  learned  in  that  wav. 

He  ' 
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He  said,  a bill  was  not  a mode  of  uegociating  ; 
our  law  spoke  only  to  ourselves — bound  only 
ourselves  ; — it  was  absurd  therefore  to  let  a bill 
proceed.  But  the  commercial  part  was  out  of 
the  question ; for  this  bill  portended  a surrender 
of  the  constitution  and  liberty  of  Ireland.  If, 
said  he,  we  should  attempt  so  base  an  act,  it 
would  be  void,  as  to  the  people.  We  may  ab- 
dicate our  representation,  but  the  right  remains 
with  the  people,  and  can  be  surrendered  only  by 
them.  We  may  ratify  our  own  infamy  ; we 
cannot  ratify  their  slavery.  He  feared  the  Bri- 
tish minister  was  mistaken  in  the  temper  of  Ire- 
land, and  judged  of  it  by  former  times.  Former- 
ly the  busines  here  was  carried  on  by  purchace 
majorities ; there  was  a time  when  the  most  in- 
famous measure  was  sure  of  being  supported  by 
as  infamous  a majority.  But  things  were  chang- 
ed ; the  people  w^ere  enlightened  and  strong  ; 
they  would  not  bear  a surrender  of  their  rights, 
which,  he  said,  would  be  the  consequence  if  they 
submitted  to  this  bill.  It  contained  a covenant 
to  enact  such  laws  as  England  should  think  pro- 
per, that  would  annihilate  the  parliament  of 
Ireland.  The  people  here  must  go  to  the  bar 
of  the  English  bouse  of  commons  for  relief;  and 
for  a circuitous  trade  to  England,  we  were  ac- 
cepting, he  said,  a circuitous  constitution. 

He  said  it  was  different  totally  from  the  cases 
to. which  it  bad  been  compared,  the  settlement 
of  1779,'  or  the  Methuen  treaty:  there  all  was 

specific 


89 

specific  and  defined  j here  all  wasTastian  and  uii- 
rerlain.  A power  to  bind  externally  would  in- 
volve a power  also  of  binding  internally,  this 
law  gave  the  power  to  Great  Britain  of  judging 
wliat  would  be  a breach  of  the  coinpact,  of  con- 
struing it,  in  fact  of  taxing  us  as  she  pleased,  and 
gave  her  new  strength  to  enforce  our  obedience. 
Ill  such  an  event,  he  said,  we  must  either  sink 
into  utter  slavery,  or  the  people  must  wade  to  a 
reassumption  of  their  rights  through  civil  blood, 
or  be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  an  union,  which, 
he  said,  would  be  the  amiihilation  of  Ireland, 
and  what  lie  suspected  the  minister  was  driving 
at.  Even  the  Irish  minister,  he  said,  no  longer 
pretended  to  use  his  former  languageoii  this  sub- 
ject; formei  ly  we  were  lost  in  a foolish  admira- 
tion at  the  long  impedimented  mark  of  oratoric 
pomp  with  which  the  secretary  displayed  the 
inag.nanimity^  of  Great  Britain.  Tirat  kind  of 
eloquence,  he  supposed,  was  formed  upon  some 
model,  but  lie  suspected  that  the  light  of  politi- 
cal wisdom  was  more  easily  repeated  than  die 
lieat  of  eloquence;  yet  we  were  in  raphures  even 
with  the  oratory  of  tlie  hon.  gentleman.  How- 
ever he  now  had  descendefl  to  an  liumble  stile. 
He  talked  no  more  of  rccijirocity,  no  nmre  of 
emporium.  He  then  went  into  general  obscrva- 
lions  to  shew  tliatthis  treaty  would  gfve  no  s lid 
advantages  to  Iivdaud,  but  was  a re\ocw.loii  of 
the  grant  of  1779.  He  said  he  loved  the  liberty 
of  Ireland  ; he  would  tbercfore  vote  against  tlie 
N hill. 
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bill,  as  subversive  of  that  liberty  ; he  would  al- 
so vote  against  it  as  leading  to  a schism  between 
the  two  nations,  that  must  terminate  in  a civil 
^ war,  or  in  an  union  at  best.  He  was  sorry,  he 
said,  that  he  troubled  them  so  long,  but  he  fear- 
ed it  might  be  the  last  lime  he  should  ever  have 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  a free  parliament ; 
and  if,  said  he,  the  period  is  approaching  when 
the  boasted  constitution  of  Ireland  be  no  more, 
I own  I feel  a melancholy  ambition  in  deserving 
tliat  my  name  may  be  enrolled  with  those  who 
"endeavoured  to  save  it  in  its  last  moment.  Pos- 
terity would  be  grateful  for  the  last  effort,  though 
it  should  have  failed  of  success. 


House  of  Commons,  Monday,  August  15,  1785. 

T^he  Right  Hon.  Thos.  Orde  having  inti- 
mated  that  he  would  nj®t  press  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  commercial  regulation  bill  during 
the  sessions,  which  was  in  fact  giving  up  the  bill, 
and  jMr.  Flood  having  moved  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Resolved,  That  we  hold  ourselves  bound 
not  to  enter  into  any  engagement  to  give  up 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  to  legislate  for  Ireland  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  as  well  externally  as  commercial- 
“ ly  and  internally. 


Mr.  Curran 


Mr.  Curran  expressed  the  effusions  of  his  joy 
upon  the  victory  this  country  had  obtained.  He 
said  he  would  support  the  resolution  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member,  because  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  declare  to  the  people,  that  their 
rights  had  not  been  solely  supported  by  110  in- 
dependent gentlemen,  but  that  if  eight  or  ten  of 
them  had  been  absent,  that  those  who  had  coun- 
tenanced the  measure  would  have  abandoned 
every  idea  of  prosecuting  it  further.  It  had  ever 
been  the  custom  of  our  ancestors,  when  the  con- 
stitution had  been  attacked,  to  enter  into  some 
spirited  step  for  its  support.  Why  was  Magna 
Charta  passed  ? It  was  passed,  not  to  give  free- 
dom to  the  people,  but  because  the  people  were 
already  free.  Why  was  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  I.  ? Not  to  give  independence  to  the  men  of 
Ireland,  but  because  Ireland  was  in  itself  an  in- 
dependent nation.  This  resolution  did  not  go  to 
give  rights,  but  to  declare  that  we  will  preserve 
our  rights.  We  were  told  to  be  cautious  how  we 
commit  ourselves  with  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain : whether  this  treat  carried  with  it  more 
of  prudence  or  timidity,  he  should  leave  gentle- 
men to  determine.  He  rejoiced  that  the  cloud 
which  had  lowered  over  tliem  had  passed  away, 
and  he  declared  he  had  no  intention  to  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  minister,  by  triumphing  in 
his  defeat ; on  the  contrary,  he  might  be  said 
to  rise  with  some  degree  of  self-denial,  when  he 
gavq  to  others  an  opportunity  of  exulting  in  the 
N 2 victory. 
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victory.  The  opposition  in  England  had  thrown 
many  impediments  in  the  way,  but  he  would 
remember  with  gratitude,  that  the  opposition 
there  had  supported  the  liberties  of  Ireland. 
When  he  saw  them  reprobating  the  attacks 
made  u])onthe  trial  by  jury ; when  lie  saw  them 
supporting  the  legislative  rights  of  Ireland,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  giving  them  liis  applause. 
They  well  knew  that  an  invasion  of  the  liberty 
of  Ireland  would  tend  to  an  attack  upon  tlieir 
own.  The  principle  of  libei-ty,  thank  Heaven, 
still  continued  in  those  countries  : — that  princi- 
ple which  had  stained  the  fields  of  Maratlvon, 
stood  in  the  pass  to  Idiermopylm,  and  gave  to 
America  independence.  Happy  it  Vvasfor  Ire- 
land, that  she  had  recovered  her  rights  by  vic- 
tolw,  not. stained  by  blood — not  a victory  bath- 
ed in  the  tears  of  a mother,  a sister,  or  a wifc’-^ 
not  a victory  hanging  over  the  grave  of  a War- 
ren or  a Montgomery,  and  uncerlain  whether 
to  triumph  in  what  she  had  gained,  or  to  mourn 

over  what  she  had  lost ! 

1 

H E said,  as  to  the  majority  wlio  had  voted  for 
bringing  in  the  bill,  the  only  W'ay  they  could  jus- 
tify themselves  to  their  constituents  washy  voting 
for  the  resolution.  As  to  the  minority  who  had 
.saved  the  country,  they  needed  no  vindication  ; 
t>iit  those  who  voted  for  tlie  introduction  of  the 
b‘ill  must  have  waited  for  the  committee,  to  shew 
the  nation  that  they  would  never  assent  to  the 
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foui'th  proposition.  That  opportunit}^,  he  said, 
could  never  arrive. — The  bill  was  at  an  end. 
The  cloud  that  had  been  collecting  so  long,  and 
threatening  to  break  in  tempest  and  ruin  on  our 
heads,  had  passed  harmless  away.  'The  siege  that 
was  drawn  round  the  constitution  was  raised,  and 
the  enemy  was  gone.  Jiivatire^  et  Doricacastra^ 
and  tliey  might  now  go  abroad  without  fear,  and 
trace  the  dangers  they  had  escaped;  here  was 
drawn  the  line  of  circumvallation,  that  cut  them 
oir  for  ever  from  the  Eastern  wmrid  : and  there 
the  corresponding  one,  that  inclosed  them  fronx 
the  YiTst.  Nor  let  us,  said  he,  forget  in  our  ex» 
vdtation'to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  deh-  ' 
vcrance. — Here  stood  the  trusty  mariner  [Mr. 
Conoliy]  on  his  old  station  the  mast  head,  and 
gave  the  signal.  Ilere  [Mr.  Flood]  all  the  wis- 
dom of  the  state  was  collected,  exploring  youi*' 
weakness  and  your  strength,  detecting  every  am- 
buscade, and  pointing  to  the  hidden  battery,  that 
was  brought  to  bear  on  the  shrine  of  freedom. 
And  there  [l\Ir.  Grattan]  was  exerting  an  elo- 
quence more  than  human,  inspiring,  forming, 
directing,  animating,  to  the  great  purposes  of 
your  salvation,  &c.  But  1 feel,  said  he,  tlnatl 
am  leaving  the  question,  and  the  bounds  of  mo- 
deration; but  there  is  an  ebullition  in  great  ex- 
cesses of  joy  that  almost  borders  on  insanity.  I 
own  I feel  something  like  it  in  the  profnseness 
with  which  I share  in  the  genei  al  triumph.  Jt 
was  not,  however,  a triumph  which  lie  wished  (o 

enjoy 
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enjoy  at  the  expense  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  brought  in  the  bill,  he  was  willing 
to  believe,  with  the  best  intention.  Whatever 
he  mic:ht  have  thought  before,  he  now  felt  no 
trace  of  resentment  to  t lie  hono»  irable  gentleman. 
On  the  contrary,  he  wished  that  that  day’s  inter- 
course, which  would  probably  be  their  last,  might ' 
be  marked  on  his  part  with  kindness  and  respect. 

He  was  for  letting  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man easily  down ; he  was  not  for  depressing  him 
with  the  triumph,  but  he  was  for  calling  him  to 
share  in  the  exultation.  Upon  what  principle 
could  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  previous 
question  defend  their  conduct,  unless  it  was  in 
contradiction  to  the  general  rule  of  adhering  to 
measures,  not  to  the  man?  Here  it  was  plain 
they  were  adhering  to  the  man,  not  to  the  mea- 
sure ; the  measure  had  sunk,  but  the  man  was 
still  afloat. ' Perhaps  they  thought  it  decent  to 
pay  a funeral  compliment  to  his  departure;  yet 
he  warned  them  how  they  pressed  too  eagerly 
forward,  for  as  there  could  not  be  many  bearers, 
.some  of  them  might  be  disappointed  of  the  scarf 
or  the  cypress.  He  besought  them  now  to  let 
ail  end  in  good  humour,  and,  like  sailors,  who 
had  pursued  different  objects,  when  they  got  into 
port,  shake  hands  with  harmony. 
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House  of  Commons,  March  1 3th,  1786. 


IV^R.  Forbes  presented  a bill  to  limit  the 
amount  of  pensions ; which  was  received  and 
-read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Mason  moved,  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  first  of  Au- 
gust.’^ 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  opposed  the  bill,  and  said 
he  would  not  stop  the  fountain  of  Royal  fa- 
vour, but  let  it  flow  freely,  spontaneously,  and 
abundantly,  as  Holywell  in  Wales,  that  turns  so 
many  mills.” 

Mr.  Curran.-— I object  to  adjourning  this  bill 
to  the  first  of  August,  because  I perceive  in  the 
present  disposition  of  the  house,  that  a proper  de- 
>cision  will  be  made  upon  it  this  night.  We  have 

set 
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sot  out  upou  our  eiufuiiy  in  a rnauner-  so  honour- 
able, and  so  consistent,  that  we  have  reason  to 
expect  the  luippiest  success,  which  I would  not 
wish  to  sec  baflied  by  delay. 

We  began  wdth  giving  the  full  affirmative  of 
tliis  liouse,  that  no  grievance  exists  at  all ; we 
considered  a simple  matter  of  fact,  and  adjourn- 
ed our  opinion,' or  rather  we  gave  sentence  on 
the  conclusion,  after  having  adjourned  the  pre-^ 
mises.  But  I do  begin  to  see  a great  deal  of  argu-' 
ment  in  what  the  learned  baronet  has  said,  and  I 
beg  gentlemen  will  acquit  me  of  apostacy  if  I 
offer  some  reasons  why  tlie  bill  should  not  be 
admitted  to  a second  reading. 

I AM  surprised  that  gentlemen  have  taken  up 
such  a foolish  opinion,  as  that  our  constitution  is 
maintained  by  its  different  component  parts,  mu- 
tually checking  and  controling  each  other : they 
seem  to  think  with  Hobbes,  that  a state  of  nature 
is  a state  of  warfare,  and  that,  like  Mahomet’s 
coffin,  the  constitution  is  suspended  between  the 
attraction  of  ditferent  powers.  My  friends  seem 
to  think  that  the  crown  should  be  restrained  from 
doing  wrong  by  a physical  necessity,  forgetting- 
' that  if  you  take  away  from  man  all  power  to  do 
wrong,  you  at  the  same  time  take  a\vay  from  him 
all  merit  of  doing  right,  and  by  making  it  im- 
piossible  for  men  to  run  into  slavery,  you  enslave 
them  most  effectually.  But  if  instead  of  the  three 
cUifereut  parts  of  our  constitution  drawing  forci- 
bly 


97 

bly  in  right  lines,  at  opposite  directions,  they 
were  to  unite  their  power,  and  draw  all  one  way, 
in  one  right  line,  how  great  vvoivid  be  the  effect 
of  their  force,  how  happy  the  direction  of  this 
union.  The  present  system  is  not  only  contrary 
to  mathematical  rectitude,  but  to  public  har- 
mony ; but  if  instead  of  privilege  setting  up  his 
back  to  oppose  prerogative,  he  was  to  saddle  his 
back  and  invite  prerogrative  to  ride,  how  com- 
fortably might  they  both  jog  along;  and  there- 
fore it  delights  me  to  hear  the  advocates  for  the 
royal  bounty  tiowing  freely  and  spontaneously 
and  abundantly,  as  Holywell  in  Wales.  If  the 
crown  grants  double  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
in  pensions,  they  approve  of  their  royal  master, 
for  he  is  the  breath  of  their  nostrils. 

But  we  will  find  that  this  complaisance,  this 
gentleness  between  the  crown  arid  its  true  servants, 
is  not  confined  at  home,  it  extents  its  influence 
to  foreign  powers.  Our  mercharits  have  been 
insulted  in  Portugal,  our  commerce  interdicted; 
what  did  the  British  lion  do  ? Did  he  whet  his 
tusks?  Did  he  bristle  up  and  shake  his  mane  ? 
Did  he  roar?  No;  no  such  thing— the  gentle 
creature  wagged  his  tail  for  six  years  at  the  court 
of  Lisbon,  and  now  we  hear  from  the  Delphic 
oracle  on  the  treasury  bench,  that  he  is  wagging 
his  tail  in  London  to  chevalier  Pinto,  who  he 
hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  tell  us  will  allow  his  la- 
dy to  entertain  him  as  a lap-dog;  and  when  she 
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does,  no  doubt  the’ British  factory  will’ furnish, 
some  of  their  softest  woollens  to  make  a cushion 
for  him  to  lie  iipom  But  though  the  gentle  beast 
has  continued  so  long  fawning  and  couching,  I 
believe  his  vengeance  will  be  great  as  it  is  slow, 
and  that  })Osterity,  whose  ancestors  are  yet  un- 
born, Avill  be  surprised,  at  the  vengeance  he 
will  take. 


Tins  polyglot  of  wealth,  this  museum  of  cu- 
riosities, the  pension  list,  embraces  every  link 
ill  the  human  chain,  every  description  of  men, 
women  and  children,  from  the  exalted  excel- 
Jcnce  of  a Hawke  or  a Rodney,  to  the  debased 
situation  of  the  lad}’^  w ho  humbleth  lierself  that- 
she  may  be  exalted.  But  the  lessons  it  incul- 
tates  forrn  its  grcates'l  perfection  : — it  teacheth, 
that  slotii  and  vice  may  eat  that  bread  which  vir-  . 
tiie  and  honesty  may  starve  for  after  they  had 
earned  it.  It  teaches  the  idle  and  dissolute  to  look 
up  for  that' support  w hich  they  are  too  proud  to 
stoop  and  earn.  It  directs  the  minds  of  men  to 
an  entire  reliance  on  the  riding  power  of  the 
slate,  w ho  feeds  the  ravens  of  the  royal  aviary, 
that  cry  continually  for  food.  It  teaches  them 
to  imitate  those  saints  on  the  pension  list  that 
are  like  the  lillies  of  the  held — they  toil  not,  nei-. 
tiier  do  they  spin,  and  yet  arc  arrayed  like  Sulo- 
liion  in  his  glory..  In  hue,  it  letiches  a lesson 
wdiich  indeed  tliey  might  have  learned  from 
Epictetus— that  it  !s  sometimes  good  not  to  be 
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over  virtuous:  it  shews,  that  in  proportion  asoiif 
distresses  increase,,  \he  munificence  of  the  crown 
increaces  also-^in  proportion  as  our  clothes  are 
rent,  the  royal  mantle  is  extended  over  ns. 


But,  notwithstanding  the  pension  list,  like 
charitj^  covers  a multitude  of  sins,  give  me  leave 
to  consider  it  as  coming  home  fp  the  members 
of  ‘ this  house — give  me  leave  to  say,  that  the 
crown,  in  extending  its  charity,  its  liberality, 
its  profusion,  its  laying  a foundation  for  the  in- 
dependenceof  parliament;  for  hereafter,  instead 
of  orators  or  patriots  accounting  for  their  con- 
duct to  such  mean  and  unworthy  persons  as  free 
holders,  they  will  learn  to  despise  them,  and  look 
to  tlie  first  man  in  the  state,'  and  they  will  hy  so 
doing  have  this  security  for  their  independence, 
that  while  anyhnan  in  the  kingdom*  lias  a shil- 
ling they  will  not  want  one.*  * - . • 


^CPPOSli  at  any  future  period  of  time  the  bor- 
oughs of  rfeland^slioulci.decline  from  their  pre- 
sent flourishing  an  J prosperous  state— suppose 
they  should  fall  into.the  hands  of  men  who  would 
wish  to  drive.a  profitabl'e!pommerce,  by  having 
nieihbers  of  parliament*  to  hire  or  let ; in' such 
a case  a secretary  would  fnid  great  difTiculty  if 
the  proprietors  of'  members  should  enter  into  a 
combination  to*  form  a monopoly;  to  prevent 
wliich  in  Aime,  the  wisest  way  is  to  purcfiase  up 
the  raw  material,  young  members  of  parliament, 
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just  rough  from  the  grass,  an4  u hen  they  are  a 
little  bitted,  and  lie  has  got  a pretty  stud,  per- 
haps of  seventy,  he  may  laugh  at  the  slave-mer- 
chant: some  of  tliqm  he  may  teach  to  sound 
through  the  nose,  hkea  barrel  organ  ; some,  iii 
the  course  of  a few  months,  might  be  taught  to 
cry  hear  I Iicar!  seme,  chair!  chair  ! upon  occa- 
sion, thougii,  those  latter  migl.t  create  a little 
rohfusion/“if  they  were  to  forget  whellier  they 
ralling  insideor  outside  of  tho’^e  doors.  Again, 
he  miglit  have  some  so  trained  that  he  neqd  only 
pull  a string,  and  up  gets  a repeating  member; 
find  if  tliey  were  so  dull  that  they  could  neither 
speak  nor  make  orations,  (for  they  are  different 
t hings)  he  might  have  them  taught  to  dance,  pe- 
dibiis  ire  ill  sententia. — This  improvement  micht 
be  extended;  he  might  have  them  dressed  iii 
coats  and  shirts  all  of  one  colour,'  and  of  a sun- 
tlay  he  might  march  tiicm  to  church  two  by  two, 
to  the  great  edification  of  the  people  ancl  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Christian  religion;  afterwards,  like 
the  aucieiit  Spartans,  or  the.  fraternity  at  Kil- 
mairiham,  they  msi'ght  dine  ah  together  in  a, large 
liall.  Good  heaven  ! what, 'a  sight  to  see  ihepi 
feeding  in,  public  upon  public  viands,  and  tall:; 
iiilg  of  public  subjects  for  the  benefit. of  the  pub- 
lic! is  a pity  they  are  not  immortal;  but  t 
i^ope*  they  wifi  Ooupsdi  as  a corporation,  and  that 
pensioners  will  beget  pensioners^to  the  cud  ol 
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JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Es£>. 
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P E N s I O N s. 

House  of  Commons,  I\Ionday,  March  12th,  1787, 


Forbes  presented  a bill  to  .iiailt  pensi- 
ons^ it  was  read  a first  time:  lie  then  moved,  that 
it  be  read  a second  time  on  the  following  day  ; 
this  was  opposed  by  the  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE 
Exchequer,  who  moved,  that  the  bill  should  be 
read  a second  time  on  the  first  of  Angii^. 


Mr.  Curran  'said  he  felt  too  much  respect  for 
the  excellent  ihover  of  the  bill,  .and  top  strong  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  to  give  it 
only  a silent  support.  He  rejoiced,  he  said,  in 
the  virtuous  perseverance  of  his  honourable  friend 
in  labouring  for  the  establishment  of  our  consti- 
tution,  by  securing  the  independence  of  parlia- 
ment. Pie  would  ofier  some'reason  in  defence  of 
the  bill,  though  he  felt  the  full  force  of  the  policy 
adopted  bv  afiministration,  to  make  any  attempt 
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of  that  kind  either  ridiculous  or  iiiipossihlc.  lie 
observed  the  gcnllem(^"n>  he  said/  CQiisiiIting  whe- 
llicrlo  bury  the  question  under  anuite  majority, 
or  whctiier  to  make  a sham  opposition  to  it  by 
settir^  up*  the  old  gladiator  of  administration, 
ncnv  polished  and  painted  for  tlie  held  They  ex- 
pected, he  supposed,  that  men  should  shrink  in 
silence  and  disgust  from  such  a conipetition.  lie 
Mould,  he  said,*  defend  the  priheiple  of  the  bill  on 
the  grounds  of  osconom}",  but  still  more  of  con- 
stitutibh.  He  adverted  to  the  frarhe  of  our  civil 
state,  it  depended  on  an  exact  balance  of  its  parts, 
but  he  said,  from  our  peculiar  situation,  thatequi- 


])oise  on  which  our  .liberty  depends  must  be  con- 
tinually losing  ground,  and  t,he  povrer  of.  the 
crown  continually  epereasing.  A single  indivir 
dual  can  (je  vigilant  and  active,  improving  every 
Occasion  qf. extending  his  power ; tlie  people  jire 
not  so,  they  are  divided  in  sentiment,  in  interest 
without  union,  and  therefore  without  co-opera- 
l iqq,  an d, f I’om  1 jiq  nccessit^yp  1’ .brjpgi ngj  1 le-con- 
stitutioh  frequentl}^  back  to  .its  first^  principlCjS:^ 
Tut  this,  he  said,  was  doub.lyj  necessary  to.  dp.by 
law,  in  a counb’y  wlicrrsa  lon",sy,stem.of;ijlvidii]g 
tlie.  people  liad  almos^t.  cxtingiusb,ed  that^public 
mind,  that  public  vigilance  and  jealousy,  rwith 
w hich  the  conduct  af  the  crown  was,, watched 
over  in  Great  Britain.  But  further,  he  said,  it 
was  rendered  necessary  by  t|K‘  residence ^of  cur 
king  in  another coimtrj'. — His  aullioritymnst  be 
4lclcgatrd  first  to  a viceroy,  and  next  it  fell  to  ase- 
^ cretary 
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cretary,  \v,bo  could  have  no  interest  in  the  good 
of  the  people;  no  interest  in  future  fame,  no  ob- 
ject to  attract  him  but  the  advancement  of  his 
dependants.  Then,  he  said,  the  responsibility 
that  binds  an  English  king  to  moderation  and 
frugality  was  lost  here  in  the  confusion  of  per- 
sons, or  in  their  insignificance.  This,  he  said, 
might  be  deemed  an  unusual  language  in  that 
house,  but  he  assured  the  right  lio.nourable  se- 
cretary, he  did  not  speak  with  any  view  of  dis- 
turbing his  personal  feelings ; he  did  not  admire, 
nor  would  he  imitate  the  cruelty  of  the  Sicilian 
tyrant  who  amused  himself  with  putting  insects 
to  the  torture ; be  was  therefore  stating  facts. 
What  responsibility,  said  he,  can  be  found  or 
hoped  for  in  an  English  secretary  ? estimate  them 
fairly,  not  according  to  the  adulation  that  lifts 
them  into  a ridiculous  importance  while  they  are 
among  you,  or  the  as  unmerited  contumely  that 
is  heaped  upon  them  by  disappointment  and 
shame  when  they  leave  you.  But  what  have  they 
lieen  in  fact? — vvhv  a succession  of  men,  some- 
times  with  heads,  sonietimcs  vyith  hearts,  ofteuer 
with  neither. 

; But  as  to  the  present  right  honourable  secre- 
tary, he  said,  it  was  peculiarly  ridiculous  to  talk 
of  his  responsibility  or  Ids  cccoiiomy  to  the  peo- 
ple ; his  cccoiiomy  was  only  to  be  found  in  reduc- 
ing the  scanty  pin auce  wliich  j>rofu-ion  had  left 
for  the  encouragement  of  our  nuinidu<  t nres  ; or 
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in  ^vitllhoiding  from  the  undertakers  of  a'grhht 
national  object  that  encouragement  that  had  b^eri 
offered  them  on  the  express  faith  of  parliament, 
unless,  perhaps,  it  were  to  be  looked  for  in  the 
pious  plan  of  selling  the  materials  of  houses  of 
religious  worship  on  a principle  of  (rconbmy.  Biit 
where  will  you  look,  said  he,  for  his  responsibility 
as  a minister  r You  will  remember  his  commercial 
propositions.  They  were  proposed  to  this  coun- 
try on  his  responsibility.  Y^oii  cannot  forget 
the  exhibition  he  made;  you  cannot  have  yet  lost 
his  madrigal  on  reciprocity:  but  what  was  the 
event?  lie  vent  to  Great  Britain  vritb  ten  }>ro- 
positions,  and  he  returned  with  double  the  num- 
ber, disclaimed  and  abandoned  by  those  to  whom 
he  belonged  ; and  shorn  of  every  pretension  to 
responsibility ; but  look  for  it  in  tlie  next  leading 
feature  of  his  administration. 

We  gave  an  addition  of  r40,000l.  in  taxes  on 
the  express  compact  and  condition  of  confining 
expense  within  the  limits  of  revenue.  Already 
has  that  compact  been  shamefully  evaded  : but 
what  says  the  responsible  gentleman  ? Wliy  he 
stood  np  in  his  place,  and  had  the  honest  confi- 
dence boldly  to  deny  the  fact.  Now,  said  he,  I 
.should  be  glad  to  ask  who  that  right  lionourable 
gentleman  is?  Is  he  the  whole  house  of  com- 
mons ? If  he  be,  he  proposed  the  compact.  Is 
he  the  king  ? lie  accepted  it  by  his  viceroy.  Is 
he  the  viceroy : he  accepted  by  himself.  In  every 

character 


/ 


! 


io5 

character  that  could  give  such  a compact  either 
credit,  or  dignity,  or  stability,  he  has  either 
proposed  or  ratified  it;  in  what  character  theft 
does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  deny  it  ? 
why  in  his  own;  in  that  of  a right  honourable 
gentleman.  Can  any  man  then,  said  he,  be  so 
silly  as  to  think  that  so  barefaced  a spirit  of  pro- 
fusion can  be  stopt  by  any  thing  less  than  a law? 
—Or  can  any  man  point  out  any  ground  on 
which  we  can  confide  in  the  right  honourable 
gentleman’s  affection  to  the  interest  or  even 
the  peace  of  this  country  ? At  a time  when  we 
are  told  that  the  people  are  in  a state  of  tumult 
little  short  of  rebellion,  when  you  ought  to  wish 
to  send  an  angel  to  recall  the  people  to  their  du- 
ty, and  restore  the  credit  of  the  laws,  what  does 
he  do  ? — he  keeps  three  judicial  places,  absolute, 
vacant,  or  sinecure  places,  as  if  in  this  country 
not  officers  but  offices  are  to  become  superannu- 
ated; and  he  sends  the  commission  with  a job 
tacked  to  it,  to  be  displayed  in  the  very  scene 
of  this  supposed  confusion.— Would  this  con- 
temptuous trifling  with  the  public  be  borne  in 
Great  Britain  ? No,  sir,  but  what  the  substance 
of  an  English  minister,  with  all  his  talents, 
would  not  dare  to  attempt  in  that  country,  his 
fetch  is  able  to  atchieve,  and  with  impunity,  iu 
this. 

Bu  r a right  honourable  member  opposes  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  as  being  in  restraint  of  the 
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royal  bounty.  I agree  with  him  in  this  senti-- 
ment,  but  I difler  from  this  argument.  It  be- 
comes the  dignity  and  humanity  of  a generous 
people  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  sovereign 
to  employ  some  part  of  the  public  wealth  for  ho- 
nourable purposes,  for  rewarding  merit,  for  en- 
couraging science: — Nor  would  it  become  us  to 
' enquire  too  rrarrowly  into  every  casual  or  minute 
misapplication  ; but  a gross  and  general  appli- 
cation of  tire  people’s  money  to  the  encourage- 
' ment  of  every  human  vice  is  a crying  grievance 
that  calls  on  every  man  to  check  it ; not  by  res- 
training the  bounty  of  the  crown,  but  curbing 
the  profusion  of  Irish  administrations.  The  pen- 
sion list,  at  the  best  of  times,  was  a scandal  to 
this  country  ; but  the  present  abuses  of  it,  he 
said,  went  beyond  all  bounds,  and  almost  justi- 
fied what  he  would  formerly  have  considered  as 
shameful.  If  a great  officer  of  state,  for  in- 
stance, findsthat  the  severity  of  business  requires 
the  consolation  of  the  tender  passion,  he  courts 
through  the  pension  list,  and  the  lady,  very 
wisely,  takes  hold  of  the  occasion,  wdiich,  per- 
haps, could  uot  be  taken  of  the  lover,  and  seizes 
time  by  the  forelock.  Why,  sir,  w e may  pass 
over  a little  treaty  of  that  sort  ; it  may  naturally 
enough  fall  under  the  articles  of  concordatum 
or  contingencies ; but  that  unhappy  list  has 
been  degraded  by  a new  species  of  prostitution 
that  was  unknowm  before  : the  granting  of  ho- 
nours and  titles,  to  lay  the  fouudation  for  the 
^ ' grant 


grant  of  a pension.  Tlie  suffering  any  man  to 
steal  a dignity,  for  the  purpose  that  a barren 
beggar  steals  a child.  It  was  reducing  the  ho- 
nours of  the  state  from  badges  of  dignity  to  bad- 
ges of  mendicancy. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  modern  practice  of 
doubling  the  pensions  of  members  of  that  house, 
who  were  unhappily  pensioners  already.  Was 
the  secretary,  he  said,  afraid  of  their  becoming 
converts  ? ' Was  it  necessary  to  double-bolt 
them  with  pensions  ? Was  there  really  so  much 
danger,  that  little  fricksay  would  repent  and  go 
into  a nunnery,  that  the  kind  keeper  must  come 
down  another  hundred  to  save  her  from  becom- 
ing honest. 

But  a right  honourable  gentleman,  he  said, 
had  made  another  objection  rather  inconsistent 
with  his  former  : — he  feared  it  would  take  away 
the  controul  of  parliament  on  pensions  within 
the  limits  of  the  act  proposed.  The  objection 
was  not,  therefore,  founded  in  fact,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  argument  admitted  that  the  unli- 
mited power  of  pensioning  was  a grievance  that 
ought  to  be  remedied  by  some  elTectual  con  * 
troul;  such  he  said,  was  the  principle  and  the 
efiect  of  this  bill,  if  carried  into  a law.  It  would 
not  restrain  the  crown  ; it  would  not  restrain  a 
lord  lieutenant^  it  would  only  restrain  a secre- 
tary from  that  shameful  profusion  of  the  public 
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freasure,  unimputable  and  unknown  to  his  ma- 
jesty or  his  viceroy,'  which  was  equally  disgrace- 
ful to  the  giver  and  receiver.*— It  was  a bill  to 
preserve  the  independence  of  parliament  it  was 
a bill  to  give  us  the  constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain when  we  had  it  not  before.  It  was  a bill 
peculiarly  necessary  when  we  had. adopted  a pe- 
nal law  of  Great  Britain,  giving  a iievy  force  to, 
the  executive  magistrate,  that  Ave  should  also 
adopt  that  law  of  Great  Britain,  which  might 
secure  the  rights  of  the  people;  it  was  a law  ne- 
cessary as  a counterpoise  to  the  riot-act : it  was 
a law  of  invention,  and  if  necessary,  prevention, 
for  if,  said  he,  you  wait  till  the  eyil,  which  my 
right  honourable  friend  is  anxious  to  guqrd 
against,  shall  have  actually  fallen  upon  this 
country,  the  corrupt  ion  will  be  universal,  and 
the' remedy  impossible.’ 
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JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Esq, 

ON 
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CATHOLIC  EMAXCIPATlOy. 

House  of  Commons,  Monday,  October,  ITth,  179b, 

Grattan  moved  the  following  resolu*^ 
tion  that  the  admissibility  of  persons  profesr 

sing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to  seats  in  par- 
liament is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  crown, 
and  the  connection  of  Ireland  with  Great-Bri- 
tain.’’ 

Seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby. 

Mr.  G.  Ogle  voted  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Curran  began,  by  declaring,  that  he  had 
no  words  to  express  the  indignation  he  felt  at  the 
despicable  attempt  to  skulk  from  the  discussion 
of  so  important  and  so  necessary  a cpiestion,  by 
the  affectation  of  an  appeal  to  our  secrecy  and 

our 


IIO 


our  discretion ; the  ludicrous,  ilie  ridiculous  se- 
- crecy  of  a public  assembly  5 the  nonsense  of  pre-  . 
tending  to'  conceal  from  the  world  what  they 
know  as  w’ell,  or  better^  than  ourselves  ; the  rare 
discretion  of  an  Irish  parliament  hiding  from  the 
executive  directory  of  the  French  republic  the 
operations  of  their  ow  n armies ; concealing  from 
them  their  victories  in  Italy,  or  their  humiliation 
ofGreat  Britain^  concealing  from  them  the  various 
coquetry  of  her  negociations,  and  her  now  avow  - 
ed solicitions  of  a peace.  As  ridiculous  and  as 
empty  w as  the  senseless  parade  of  afi’ecting  to 
keep  our  own  ddiberations  a secret.  Kely  upon 
it,  sir,  said  he,  if  our  enemies  condescend  to  feel 
any  curiosity  as  to  our  discussion,  you  might  as 
well  propose  to  conceal  from  them  the  course  of 
the  Danube,  or  the  course  of  the  Rhine,  as  the 
coiirse  of  a debate  in  this  assembly,  as  winding, 
perhaps,  and  perhaps  as  muddy  as  either.  But 
the  folly  of  the  present  advocates  for  silen.e  and 
forsecrecy  vventstill  farther : — it  proposed  to  keep 
all  these  matters  a profound  secret  from  ourselves; 
it  went  to  the  extravagant  length  of  saying,  that 
if  we  were  beaten  we  were  not  to  deliberate  upon 
the  means  of  repairing  our  disasters,  because  that 
would  be  to  owm  that  we  w’ere  beaten;  that  if  the 
enemy  w as  at  our  gates,  it  would  not  be  prudent 
to  acknowledge  so  terrifying  a fact,  even  in  con- 
sidering the  means  of  repelling  him  ; that  if  our 
people  were  disalfceted,  we  ought  to  be  peculi- 
arly cautious  of  any  measures  that  could  possi- 
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bly  tend  to  conciliation  and  union,  because  thfc 
adoption,  or  even  the  discussion  of  such  mea- 
sures, would  be  in  effect  to  tell  ourselves,  and  to 
tell  all  the  world,  that  the  people  were  disaffect- 
ed. He  said,  that  the  infatuation  or  the  presump- 
tion of  ministers  went  even  farther  than  this  : — 
that  it  insisted  upon  the  denial  and  the  avowal  of 
the  very  same  facts ; that  we  were  to  be  alarmed 
with  an  invasion,  for  the  purpose  of  making  us 
obsequious  to  all  the  plans  of  ministers  for  in- 
trenching themselvesin  their  places;  that  we  were 
to  be  panic- struck  for  them,  but  disdainful  for 
ourselves  that  our  people  were  to  be  disaffected 
and  the  consequences  of  that  disaffection  to  be 
the  most  dangerous  and  the  most  imminent,  for 
the  purpose  of  despoiling  ourselves  of  our  best 
and  most  sacred  privileges.  So  imminent  was  this 
danger,  that  it  was  declared  by  ministers  and  by 
their  adherents,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  our 
liberties  for  ever,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
surrender  them  for  time;  the  surrender  had  been 
acturdlymade.  So  frightfully  disunited  and  divid- 
ed were  we,  that  we  could  not  venture  to  trust 
ourselves  with  the  possession  of  our  freedom,  but 
we  were  all  united  as  one  man  against  redressing 
the  grievances  of  the  great  majority  of  ourselves ; 
we  were  all  united  as  oneman  against  the  concili- 
ation of  our  animosities,  and  the  consolidation  of 
oiir  strength.  He  declared,  that,  for  one,  he 
never  would  submit  to  be  made  the  credulous  dupe 
of  an  impostor  so  gross  and  so  impudent:  ho 
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.knew  that  the  times  were  critical  indeed;  he 
knew  that  it  was  necessary  to  open  our  eyes  to 
onr  danger,  and  to  meet  it  in  the  front ; to  con- 
sider what  that  danger  was,  and  to  consider  of 
the  best,  and  perhaps  the  only,  possible  means 
of  averting  it.  For  these  reasons  he  considered 
' the  resolution  not  only  a measure  of  justice  and 
of  honesty,  but  of  the  most  pressing  necessity. 

IlEknew,  he  said,  that  a trivial  subject  of  the 
day  would  naturally  engage  them  more  deepl}^ 
than  any  more  distant  object  of  however  greater 
, importance;  but  he  begged  they  would  recollect 
. that  the  petty  interest  of  party  must  expire  with 
.V  tliemselves,  and  that  their  heirs  must  be,  not 
statesmen,  nor  placemen,  nor  pensioners,  but 
the  future  people  of  the  country  at  large.  He 
V knew  of  no  so  awful  a call  upon  the  justice  and 

• wisdom  of  an  assembly,  as  the  reflection  that 
they  were  deliberating  on  the  interests  of  pos- 
terity. 

* The  first  step  of  ministers  was  to  create  a divi- 
sion among  the  Catholics  themselves ; the  next 
was  to  hold  them  up  as  a body  formidable  to  the 
English  government,  and  to  their  protestant  fel- 
low subjects;  but  he  conjured  the  house  to  be 
upon  their  guard  against  those  despicable  at- 
tempts to  traduce  their  people, . to  alarm.their 
fears;  or  to  iurlame  their  resentment  :•  gentlemen 
have  talked  as  if  the  question  wa.s,  whether  we 
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may  with  safety  to  ourselves,  relax  or  repeal  the 
laws  which  have  so  long  concerned  our  catholic 
fellow  subjects  ? The  real  question  is,  whether 
you  can,  with  safety  to  the  Irish  constitution, 
refuse  such  a measure  ? It  is  not  a question 
merely  of  their  sufferings  or  their  relief,  it  is  a 
question  of  your  own  preservation.  There  are 
samemaxims,  which  an  honest  Irishman  will  ne- 
ver abandon,  and  by  which  every  public  mea- 
sure may  be  fairly  tried.  Tlnfse  are,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  constitution  upon  the  principles 
established  at  the  revolution,  in  church  and 
state;  and  next,  the  independency  of  Ireland, 
connected  with  Britain  as  a confederated  people, 
and  united  indissolubly  under  a common  and  in- 
separable crowni.  If  you  wish  to  know  how 
these  great  objects  may  be  affected  by  a repeal 
of  those  laws,  see  how^  they  were  affectea  by  their 
enaction.  Here  you  have  the  infallible  test  of 
fact  and  experience;  and  wretched  indeed  must 
you  be,  if  false  shame,  false  pride,  false  fear, 
false  spirit,  can  prevent  you  from  reading  that 
lesson  of  wisdom  which  is  written  in  the  blood 
and  the  calamities  of  your  country.  Here  Mr. 
Curran  wxiit  into  a detail  of  the  property  law^s  as 
they  affected  the  catholics  of  Ireland.  He  des- 
cribed them  as  destructive  of  arts,  of  industry, 
of  private  morals  and  public  order,  as  extirpa- 
ting even  the  Christian  religion  among  them, 
and  reducing  them  to  the  condition  of  savages 
and  rebels,  disgraceful  to  humauity,  and  formi- 
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dable  to  the  state.  Having  traced  the  progress 
and  effects  of  those  laws  from  the  revolution  to 
1779;  let  me  now  ask  3^011,  said  he,  how  have 
those  laws  affected  the  protestant  subject  and  the 
protestant  constitution  ; In  that  interval  were 
they  free  ? did  the  possess  tliat  liberty  which  they 
denied  to  their  brethren  ? No,  sir,  where  there 
are  inhabitants,  but  no  people,  there  can  be  no 
freedom  ; unless  there  be  a spirit,  and  wdiat  may 
be  called  a pull  in  the  people,  a free  government 
cannot  be  kept  stead)"  or  fixed  in  its  seat.  You 
had  indeed  a government,  but  it  was  planted  in 
civil  dissention,  and  watered  in  civil  blood,  and 
whilst  the  virtuous  luxuriance  of  its  branches  as- 
pired to  heaven,  its  infernal  roots  shot  downward 
to  their  congenial  regions,  and  were  intertwined 
in  hell.  Your  ancestors  thought  themselves  the 
oppressors  of  their  fellow-subjects,  but  they 
were  only  their  jailors,  and  the  justice  of  pro- 
vidence would  have  been  frustrated,  if  their  own 
slavery  had  not  been  the  punishment  of  their 
vice  and  their  folly. 

But  are  those  facts  for  which  we  must  appeal 
fo  history.^  You  all  remember  the  3"ear  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  What 
were  you  then?  Your  constitution,  without  re- 
fcistance,  in  the  hands  of  the  British  parliament; 
your  trade  in  many  parts  extinguished,  in  every 
part  coerced.  So  low  were  )"ou  reduced  to  beg- 
gary and  servitude,  as  to  declare,  that  unless  the 
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mercy  of  England  was  extended  to  your  trade, 
you  could  not  subsist,  Here  you  have  an  infalli- 
ble test  of  the  ruinous  influence  of  those  laws  in 
the  experience  of  a century;  of  a constitution 
surrendered,  and  commerce  utterly  extinct.  But 
can  you  learn  nothing  on  this  subject  from  the 
events  that  followed  ? In  1778,  you  somewhat  re- 
laxed the  severity  of  those  laws,  and  improved, 
in  some  degree,  the  condition  of  the  catholics. 
Wliat  was  the  consequence  even  of  a partial 
union  withyour  countrymen  ? The  united elTorts 
of  the  two  bodies  restored  that  constitution  which 
had  been  lost  by  their  separation.  In  1782  you 
became  free.  Your  catholic  brethren  shared  the 
danger  of  the  conflict,  but  you  had  not  justice 
or  gratitude  to  let  them  share  the  fruits  of  the 
victory.  You  suffered  them  to  relapse  into  their 
former  insignificance  and  depression.  And  let 
me  ask  you,  has  it  not  fared  with  you  accord- 
ing to  your  deserts?  Let  me  ask  you,  if  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  can  boast  of  being  now  less 
at  the  feet  of  the  British  minister,  than  at  that 
period  it  was  of  the  British  parliament?  Here 
heobserved  on  the  conduct  of  the  administration 
for  some  years  past,  in  the  accumulation  of  pub- 
lic burdens  and  parliamentary  influence:  but, 
said  he,  itisnotthemereencreaseof  debt;  it  is  not 
the  creation  of  one  hundred  and  ten  placemen  and 
pensioners  that  forms  the  real  cause  of  the  public 
malady^  The  real  cause  is  the  exclusion  of  your 
people  from  all  influence  upon  the  representa- 
q 2 live. 


live.  The  question  therefore  is,  whether  3"ou  wmII 
seek  your  own  safety  in  the  restoration  of  your 
fellow  subjects,  or  whether  you  will  chuse  rather 
to  perish  than  to  be  just?  Ke  then  proceeded 
to  examine  the  objections  to  a general  incorpo- 
ration of  the  catholics.  On  general  principles, 
no  mancouldjustify  the  deprivation  of  civil  rights 
on  any  ground  but  that  of  forfeiture  forsome  of- 
.fenco.  The  papist  of  thelastcentur}^  mightfor- 
feit  his  property  for  ever,  for  that  was  his  own; 
but  he  could  not  forfeit  the  rights  and  capacities 
of  his  unborn  posterity.  And  let  me  observe, 
said  he,  that  even  those  laws  against  the  offender 
himself  were  enacted  while  injuries  were  recent, 
and  while  men  were  not  unnaturally  alarmed  by 
the  consideration  of  a French  monarchy,  a pre- 
tender, and  a pope;  things  that  w*e  now  read 
of,  but  can  see  no  more.  But  are  they  disaffected 
to  liberty  ? On  w hat  ground  can  such  an  impu- 
tation be  supported  ? Do  you  see  any  instance 
of  any'  man’s  religious  theory^  governing  his  civil 
or  political  conduct?  Is  popery^  an  enemy  to 
freedom.?  look  to  France,  and  be  answered.  Is 
protestantism  necessarily'  its  friend  ? You  are  pro^ 
testants,  look  to  yourselves,  and  be  refuted.  But 
look  further?  do  your  find  even  the  religious  sen- 
timents of  sectaries  marked  by  the  supposed 
characteristics  of  their  sects?  Do  you  find  that 
a protestant  Briton  can  be  abigot  w ith  only  two 
sacraments,  and  a catholic  Frenchman  a deist, 
admitting  seven  ? But  you  affect  to  think  your 
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property  in  danger  by  admitting  them  into  the 
state.  That  has  been  already  refuted,  but  you 
have  3'ourselves  refuted  your  own  objection  Se- 
venteen \'ears  ago  you  expressed  the  same  fear, 
yet  you  made  the  experiment;  you  opened  the 
door  to  landed  property,  and  the  fact  has  shewn 
the  fear  to  be  without  foundation. 

BtTT  another  curious  topic  has  been  stated 
again  ; the  procestant  ascendancy  is  in  danger. 
What  do  \'ou  mean  by  that  word  ? Do  you  mean 
the  right,  and  property,  and  dignities  of  the 
church?  If  you  do,  you  must  feel  they  are  safe. 
Thej'  are  secured  by  the  law,  by  the  coronation 
oath,  by  a protestant  parliament,  a protestant 
king,  a protestant  confedera.ted  nation.  Do  you 
mean  the  free  and  protected  exercise  of  the  pro- 
testant religion  r You  know  it  has  the  same  secu- 
rity to  support  it.  Or  do  ^mu  mean  the  just  and 
honourable  support  of  the  numerous  and  merito- 
rious clerg3'  of  your  own  country,  who  really  dis- 
charge the  labours  and  duties  of  the  ministry  ? 
A?  to  that,  let  me  sa}",  that  if  we  felt  on  that  sub- 
ject as  we  ought,  we  should  not  have  so  many 
men  of  talents  and  virtues  strusTglins:  under  the 
dilTiculties  of  their  scant3^  pittance,  and  feeling 
the  melancholy  conviction  that  no  virtues  or  ta- 
lents can  give  them  any  hope  of  advancement. 
If  you  really  mean  the  preservation  of  every  right 
and  every  honour  that  can  dignify  a Christian 
priest,  and  give  authority  to  his  function,  T will 
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■protect  them  as  ;:ealously  as  you.  I will  ever 
respect  and  revere  the  man  who  employs  himself 
in  diffusing  light,  hope,  and  consolation.  But  if 
YOU  mean  by  ascendancy  the  power  of  persecu- 
tion, I detest  and  abhor  it.  If  you  mean  the  as- 
cendancy of  an  English  school  over  an  Irish  uni- 
versity, I cannot  look  upon  it  witliout  aversion. 
An  ascendancy  of  tliat  form  raises  to  my  mind  a 
little  greasy  emblem  of  stall-fed  theology,  im- 
ported from  some  foreign  land,  with  the. graces 
of  a lady’s  maid,  the  dignity  of  a side-table,  the 
temperance  of  a larder,  its  sobriety  the  dregs  of 
a patron’s  bottle,  and  its  wdsdom  the  dregs  of  a 
patron’s  understanding,  brought  hither  to  devour, 
to  degrade,  and  to  defame.  Is  it  to  such  a thing 
you  would  have  it  thought  that  you  affixed  the 
idea  of  the  protestant  ascendancy  ? But  it  is  said, 
admit  them  by  degrees,  and  do  not  run  the  risque 
of  too  precipitate  an  incorporation.  I conceive 
both  the  argument  and  the  fact  unfounded.  In  a 
mixed  government,  like  ours,  an  increase  of  the 
democratic  power  can  scarcely  ever  be  danger- 
ous. None  of  the  three  powers  of  our  constitu- 
tion act  singly  in  the  line  of  its  natural  direction; 
each  is  necessarily  tempered  and  diverted  by  the 
action  of  the  other  two  : and  hence  it  is,  that 
though  the  power  of  the  crown  has,  perhaps,  far 
transcended  the  degree  to  which  theory  might 
confine  it,  the  liberty  of  the  British  constitution 
may  not  be  in  much  danger.  An  increase  of 
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power  to  any  of  the  three  acts  finally  upon  the 
state  with  a very  diminished  influence,  and  there- 
fore, great  indeed  must  be  that  increase  in  any 
one  of  them  which  can  endanger  the  practical 
balance  of  the  constitution.  Still,  however,  I 
contend  not  against  the  caution  of  a gradual  ad- 
mission. But  let  me  ask  you,  can  you  admit 
them  any  otherwise  than  gradually  ? The  strik- 
ing and  melancholy  symptom  of  the  public  dis- 
ease is,  that  if  it  recovers  at  all  it  can  be  only- 
through  a feeble  and  lingering  convalescence* 
Yet  even  this  gradual  admission  your  catholic 
brethren  do  not  ask,  save  under  every  pledge  and 
every  restriction,  which  your  justice  and  wisdom 
can  recommend  to  your  adoption. 

He  called  on  the  house  to  consider  the  neces- 
sity  of  acting  with  a social  and  conciliatory  mind. 
That  contrary  conduct  may  perhaps  protract  the 
unhappy  depression  of  our  country,  but  a partial 
liberty  cannot  long  subsist.  A disunited  people 
cannot  long  subsist.  With  infinite  regret  must 
any  man  look  forward  to  the  alienation  of  three 
millions  of  our  people,  and  to  a degree  of  sub- 
serviency and  corruption  in  the  fourth  ; I am 
sorry,  said  he,  to  think  it  is  so  very  easy  to  con- 
ceive, that  in  case  of  such  an  event  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  would  be,  AN  UNION  WITH 
Great  Britain.  And  if  any  onedesires  to  know 
what  that  would  be,  I will  tell  him : IT  WOULU 
BE  THE  EMIGRATION  OF  EVERY  MAN  OF  CON- 
SEQUENCE 
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SEQUENCE  FROM  IRELAND  ; IT  WOULD  BE  THE 
PARTICIPATION  OF  BRITISH  TAXES  WITHOUT 

British  trade;  it  would  be  the -extinc- 
tion OF  THE  Irish  name  as  a people.  'We 
should  become  a wretched  colona^,  per- 
haps LEASED  OUT  TO  A COMPANA^  OF  JEWS, 
AS  WAS  FORMERLY  IN  CONTEMPLATION,  AND  GO-. 
VERNED  BY  A FEW  TAX-GATHERERS  AND  EXCISE- 
MEN, UNLESS  POSSIBLY  YOU  MAY  ADD  FIFTEEN 
OR  TWENTY  COUPLE  OF  IRISH  MEMBERS,  WHO 
MIGHT  BE  FOUND  EVERY  SESSION  SLEEPING  IN 
THEIR  COLLARS  UNDER  THE  MANGER  OF  THE 

British  minister. 

Mr.  Curran  then  entered  largely  into  the 
state  of  the  empire  and  of  its  allies,  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  our  enemies  towards  Great-Britain,  of 
the  nature  of  their  political  principles,  and  of  the 
rapid  dissemination  of  those  principles.  He  de-. 
dared  that  it  was  difficult  to  tell  whether  the  difj- 
semination  of  these  principles  was  likely  to  be 
more  encouraged  by  the  continuance  of  the  war 
or  by  the  establishment  of  a peace ; and  if  the 
war  was,  as  has  been  repeatedly  insisted  on,  a war 
on  our  part  for  the  preservation  of  social  order 
and  of  limited  monarchy,  he  strongly  urged  the 
immediate  necessity  of  making  those  objects  the 
common  interest  and  the  common  cause  of  every 
man  in  the  nation.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of 
any  disloyalty  in  the  catholics,  an  idea  which,  he 
3aid,  was  sometimes  more  than  intimated,  and 
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somethriC-s  as  vehemently  disclaimed  by  the  eue-  ^ 
mies  of  catholic  emancipation ; but,  he  said,  the 
catholics  were  men,  and  were  of  course  sensible 
to  the  impression  of  kindness,  and  injury,  and  of 
insult^  that  they  knew  their  rights,  and  felt  their 
wrongs,  and  that  nothing  but  the  grossest  ignor- 
ance, or  the  meanest  hypocrisy  could  represent 
them  as  cringing  with  a slavish  fondness  to  those 
who  oppressed  and  insulted  them.  He  sought;^ 
he  said,  to  remove  their  oppressions,  in  order  to 
make  the  interests  of  the  whole  nation  one  and 
the  same  and  to  that  great  object,  the  resolution, 
moved  by  his  right  honourable  friend  manifestly 
tended;  and  he  lamented  exceedingly,  that  so 
indecent  and  so  disingenuous  a way  of  evading 
that  motion  had  been  resorted  to,'  as  passing  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  a conduct,  that,  however 
speciously  the  geRtlcmen  who  had  adopted  it 
might  endeavoiir‘to  excuse,  he  declared,  could 
be  regarded  by  the  catholics,  and  by  the  public, 
no  otherwise  than  as  an  expression  of  direct  hos- 
tility to  the  catholic  claims.  He  animadverted, 
with  much  severity,  upon  an  observation  from 
the  other  side  of  the  liouse,  that  the  catholics 
were  already  in  possession  of  political  liberty, 
and  were  only  seeking  for  political  power.  He 
asked,  what  was  it  then  that  we  were  so  anxi- 
ously wiUiholding,  and  so  greedily  monopoliz- 
ing; and  declared,  that  tlie  answer  which  had 
been  given  to  that  observation,  by  a learned  and 
honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr,  Wnn  Smith) 
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was  that  of  a true  patriot,  and  of  a sound  con- 
stitutional lawyer;  namely,  that  civil  liberty 
was  a shadow,  without  a suflicient  portion  of  po- 
litical power  to  protect  it. 

Having  replied  to  the  arguments  of  several 
members  that  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate, 
Mr.  Curran  came  to  tlie  speech  that  had  been  de- 
livered by  Dr.  Duigenan,  and  entertained  the 
house,  for  about  l)alf  an  hour,  with  one  of  the 
most  lively  sallies  of  wit  and  humour  that  we  re- 
member to  have  heard.  He  said,  that  the  learned 
doctor  had  made  himself  a very  prominent  figure 
in  the  debate ! Furious  indeed  had  been  his  anger, 
and  manifold  his  attack ; what  argument,  or  what 
man,  or  what  thing,  had  he  not  abused  ? Half 
choaked  by  his  rage  in  refuting  those  who  had 
spoke,  he  had  relieved  himself  by  attacking  those 
who  had  not  spoke;  he  had  abused  the  catliolics, 
be  had  abused  their  ancestors,  he  had  abused  the 
merchants  of  Ireland,  he  had  abused  Mr.  Burke, 
lie  had  abused  those  who  voted  for  the  order  of 
the  day.  I do  notknow,  said  Mr.  Curran,  but  I 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  the  learned  doctor,  for 
honouring  me  with  a place  in  the  invective;  he 
has  called  me  the  bottle-holder  of  my  right  hon- 
ourable friend;  sure  I iun,  said  he,  that  if  1 had 
been  the  bottle-holder  of  both,  the  learned  doctor 
would  have  less  reason  to  complain  of  me  than 
my  right  honourable  friend;  for  hi  ml  should  have 
left  perfectly  sober,  whilst  it  would  very  clearly, 


appear,  that,  with  respect  to  the  learned  doctor, 
the  bottle  had  not  only  been  managed  fairly,  but 
generously;  and,  that  if,  in  furnishing  him  Avitli 
liquor,  I had  not  furnished  him  with  argument,  I 
had,  at  least,  furnished  him  with  a good  excuse 
for  wanting  it ; with  the  best  excuse  for  that  con- 
fusion of  history,  and  divinity,  and  civil  law,  and 
<.*anon  law,  that  rollocking  mixture  of  politics,  and 
theolog}^  and  antiquity,  with  which  he  has  over- 
whelmed the  debate,  for  the  havoc  and  carnage, 
he  has  made  of  the  population  of  the  last  age> 
and  the  fury  with  which  he  seemed  determined  to 
exterminate,  and  even  to  devour  the  population  of 
this;  and  which  urged  him,  after  tea;ing  and. 
gnawing  the  characters  of  the  catholics,  to  spend 
the  lastellbrts  of  his  rage  withthemost  unrelent-, 
ingferocity,  in  actually  gnawing  their  names,  [al-'- 
lading  to  Dr.  Duigenan’s  pronunciation  of  the 
name  of  Air.  Keogh,  and  which  Air.  Curran  said, 
%vasakind  of prommtiatory  defamation.]  In  triitli 
sir,  said  he,  I felt  some  surprise,  and  some  regret, 
when  I iieard  him  describe  the  sceptre  of  lath,  and 
the  tiara  of  straw,  and  mimic  his  bedlamite  em- 
])eroran(l  pope  with  such  refined  and  happy  gesti- 
culation, that  he  could  be  prevailed  on  to  quit  so 
congenial  a company.  J should  not,  however,  said 
he,  be  disposed  to  hasten  his  return  to  them,  or  to 
})recipitate  the  access  of  iiisht,  if  by  a most  un- 
lucky felicity  of  indiscretion,  lie  liad  not  dropped 
somedoctrmcswhiclitbesilentapj)robatiouof  the 
Hiiiiister  seemed  to  have  adopted.  Air.  Cu  ran 
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said,  lie  did  not  mean  amongst  these  doctrines  to 
place  thp  learned  doctor’s  opiniptis  touching  the 
revoUition,  nor  his  wise  and, valorous  plan,  iiT 
case  of  an  invasion,  of  arming  the  beadles,  and 
the  sextons,  and  putting  himself  in ^ wind  for  an 
attach  upon  the  French  by.ia*  massacre  of  the. 
papis.ts;  the  doctrine  lie  iineant  was,  that  ca- 
tholic franchise  wa^  inconsistent  with  British  con- 
nection. .Strong,  indeed,  s-aid^he,  must  the  mi- 
nister.be  in. so  wild,  and  desperatea  prejudice,  jf. 
he  can  .vienture,^  in  tho.  fallen  state  of  the  empire, 
under  the  disasters  of.  tlie.war;,  and  \vith  an  enemy 
at  the’ gate,  if  he  .can  dare  to. state  to  the  great 
bodj'of  the  Irish  nation,  that  their  slay ery  is  the 
condition  of  their  connection  with  England;  that 
she  is  more  afraid. of,  yielding  to  Iijsh  liberty  than 
of  losing  Irish  connection;  and  the  denunciation, 
he  said,  -was.  hot  yet  upon  record,  it  might  yet 
Ijie  left  with. tlxe  learned  doctor,  who,  he  hoped, 
had*  embraced  it  only  to  make  U odious,  had  hug- 
ged it'in.his  arms,  with  the, generous  purpose  of 
plunging  with  it  into,  the  d.eep,  Jtnd  exposing  it 
to.nverited  derision,*  even  at  the  hazard  of;  the 
characteiyof.  his  own  sanity.  It  was  yet  in-,  the. 
power  of  the  minister  toylccide,  whether,  a blas.- 
phemy  of  tliis  kind  should  pass  for  the  mere  rav- 
ings. of  frenzy,  or  for  the  solemn  and,mischiev-. 
x)iLs  lunacy  of  a.  minister:  he  called  iherefore. 
again,  to  rouse,  that  minister  from  his  trance,  and: . 
in  the  hearing  of  the  two  coujLitries,^'  to:  put  that 
question  to  him,  which  must  be  heal'd  by  a third. 

Whether 


32$ 


Whether  at  no  period,  upon  no  event,  at  no  ex- 
tremity, we  were  to  hope  for  any  connection  with 
Britain,  except  that  of  the  master  and  the  slave; 
and  this  even  without  the  assertion  of  any  fact 
that  could  support  such  a proscription  ? It  was 
necessary,  he  found,  to  state  the  terms  and  the 
nature  of  the  connection;  it  had  been  grossly 
?iiisrep resented  ; i«  was  a great  federal  contract 
between  perfectly  equal  nations,  pledging  them- 
selves to  eqvial  fate,  upon  the  terms  of  equal  li- 
bei'ty,  upon  perfectly  equal  lil)erty.  The  motive 
to  that  contract  was  the  mutual  benefit  to  each, 
the  object  of  it,  their  mutual  and  common  be- 
nefit; the  condition  of  the  conipact  was,  the  ho- 
nest and  fair  performance  of  it,  and  from  that 
only,,  arose  the  obligation  of  it.  If  England 
siiew^ed  a decided  purpose  of  invading  our  liber- 
ty, the  compact  by  such  an  act  of  foulness  and 
perfidy  w as  broken,  and  the  connection  utterly 
at  an  end  : but,  be  said,  the  resolution  moved  for 
by  his  riixht  hon.  friend  to  the  test  of  this  con- 
iiection,  to  invade  our  liberty,  was  a dissolution 
of  it.  But  wdiat  is  liberty  as  knowm  to  our  con- 
stitution ? It  is  a portion  of  political  power  ne- 
cessary to  its  con.servation ; as,  for  instance,  the 
liberty  of  the  commons  of  those  kingdoms  is  that 
right,  accompanied  w.th  a portion  of  political 
power  to  preserveit  against  the  crown  and  against 
the  aristocracy.  It  is  by  invading  the  iiow'cr 
tiiat  the  right  is  attacked  in  any  of  its  constitu- 
ent parts;  hence  it  is,  that  if  the  crown  shews 
' a deliberate 
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a deliberate  design  of  so  destroying  it,  it  is  an 
abdication  ; and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  by 
our  compact  we  liave  given  up  no  constitutional 
right.  He  said,  thcrelbre,  that  he  was  warran- 
ted, as  a constitutional  lawyer,  in  stating,  that 
if  the  crown  or  its  ministers,  by  force  or  by 
iVand,  destroyed  that  fair  representation  of  the 
people,  by  which  alone  they  could  be  protecteit' 
in  their  liberty,  it  was  a direct  breach  of  the 
contract  of  connection  ; and  he  could  not  scru- 
ple to  say,  that  if  a house  of  commons  could  be 
so  debauched  as  to  deny  the  right  stated  in  the 
resolution,  it  was  out  of  their  own  mouths  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  fact.  He  insisted  that 
the  claim  of  the  catholics  to  that  right,  was  di- 
rectly within  the  spirit  of  the  compact;*  and 
what  liave'been  the  arguments  advanced  against 
the  claim?  One  was  an  argument  wliich,  if 
founded  in  fact,  would  have  some  weight ; it  was 
that  the  catholics  did  not  make  the  claim  at  all. 
Anotiicr  argument  was  used,  which  he  thought 
liad  as  little  foundation  in  factj  and  vras  very  easy 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  other;  it  was,  that  the 
catholics  made  tlieir  claim  with  insolence,  and 
attempted  to  carry  their  object  bj’'  intimidation. 
Let  gentlemen  take  this  fact  if  they  please,  in 
oppositon  to  their  own  denial  of  it.  The  catho- 
lics then  do  make  the  demand;  is  their  demand 
just?  Is  it- just  that  they  should  be  free?  Is  it 
just  that  they  should  liave  franchise  ? The  justice 
is  expressly  admitted ; why  not  give  it  then  ? The 

answer 


answer  is,  they  demand  it  with  Insolence.  SupR^ 
pose  that  assertion,  false  as  it  is  in  fact,  to  be 
true,  is  it  any  argument  with  a public  assembly, 
that  any  incivility  of  demand  can  cover  the  injus- 
tice of  refusal.  How  low  must  that  assembly  be 
fallen,  which  can  suggest  as  an  apology  for  the? 
refusal  of  an  incontestible  fight,  the  answerr 
which  a bankrupt  buck  might  give  to  the  de- 
mand of  his  tailor;  he  will  not  pay  the  bill,  be- 
cause, the  rascal  had  dared  to  threaten  his  ho- 
nour/’ As  another  argument  against  their  claims, 
their  principles  had  been  maligned ; the  experi- 
ance  of  a century  was  the  refutation  of  the  as- 
persion. The  articles  of  their  faith  had  been  op- 
posed by  the  learned  doctor  to  the  validity  of  their 
claims.  Can  their  religion,  said  he,  be  an  ob- 
jection, where  a total  absence  of  all  religion, 
W’here  atheism  itself  is  none  ? The  learned  doctor, 
no  doubt,  thought  he  was  praising  the  mercy 
with  which  they  had  been  governed,  when  he  di- 
lated upon  their  poverty;  but  can  poverty  be  an 
objection  in  an  assembly,  whose  humble  and 
Christian  condescension  shut  not  its  doors  even 
against  the  common  beggar } He  had  traduced 
some  of  them  by  name;  “ Mr.  Byrne  and  Mr. 
Keogh,  and  four  or  five  ruffians  from  the  Liberty 
but,  said  Mr.  Curran,  this  is  something  better  than 
frenzy ; this  is  something  better  than  the  want  of 
mere  feeling  and  decorum;  there  could  not,  per- 
haps, be  abetter  way  gf  eyincing  a further  and 

more 
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more  important  want  of  the  Irish  nation,  the 
want  of  a reformed  re])resentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament.  For  what  can  impress  the  ne- 
cessitj'of  it  more  strongly  upon  thejustice,  upon 
the  humanity,  the  indignation,  and  the  shame 
of  an  assembly  of  Irish  gentlemen,  than  to  find 
the  people  so  stripped  of  all  share  in  the  repre- 
sentation, as  that  the  most  respectable  class  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  men  who  had  acquired 
w'ealth  upon  the  noblest  principle,  the  practice 
of  commercial  industry  and  integrity,  could  be 
made  the  butts  of  such  idle  and  unavailing,  such 
shameful  abuse,  without  the  possibility  of  having 
an  opportunity  to  vindicate  themselves;  when 
men  of  that  class  can  be  exposed  to  the  degra- 
dation of  unanswered  calumny,  or  the  more  bit- 
ter degradation  of  eleemos^mary  defence?  Mr. 
Curran  touched  upon  a variety  of  other  topics, 
and  concluded  with  the  most  forcible  appeal  to 
the  minister,  to  the  house,  and  to  the  country, 
upon  the  state  of  public  affairs  at  home  and 
abroad.  lie  insisted  that  the  measure  was  not, 
as  it  had  been  stated  to  be,  a measure  of  mere  in- 
ternal policy ; it  was  a measure  that  involved  the 
question  of  right  and  wrong,  of  just  and  unjust ; 
but  it  was  more,  it  was  a measure  of  the  most 
absolute  necessity,  which  could  not  be  denied, 
and  w'hicli  could  not  safely  be  delayed.  He  cduid 
not,  he  said,  foresee  future  events ; he  could  not 
be  appalled  by  the  future,  for  he  could  not  see 

it- 
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it ; but  the  present  he  could  see,  and  he  could 
not  but  see  that  it  was  big  with  danger ; it  might 
be  the  crisis  of  political  life,  or  political  extinc- 
tion ; it  was  a time  fairly  to  state  to  the  country, 
whether  they  had  any  thing,  and  what  to  fight 
for;'  whether  they  are  to  struggle  for  a connec- 
tion of  tyranny,  or  of  privilege;  whether  the 
administration  of  England  will  let  us  condescend 
to  forgive  the  insolence  of  her  happier  days ; or 
whether,  as  the  beams  of  her  prosperity  have 
wasted  and  consumed  us,  so  even  the  frost  of 
her  adversity  shall  perform  the  deleterious  effects 
of  fire,  and  burn  upon  our  privileges  and  our 
hopes  for  ever. 
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JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Eso 


IN  BEHALF 


OF 


ARCHIBALD  IIAMILTOH  ROWAN;  ES’'A. 


FOR  A LIBEL 


IN  THE 


COURT  OF  KING’s-BENCK 


IRELAND, 


Ooilie  29th  of  Januarv,  i79i* 


S 2 


THAT  the  reader  may  better  understand  several  passages  of 
the  following  speech^  an  abstract  of  the  information  filed  by  the 
attorney  general  against  Mr.  Rowan  is  prefixed. 


THE 


SOCIETY 

OF 

UNITED  IRISHMEN 

AT 

DUBLIN, 

TO  THE 

VOLUNTEERS  OF  IRELAND. 


WILLIAM  DRENNAN,  CHAIRxMAN, 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  SECRETARY. 

BE  it  remembered,  that  the  right  honourable 
Arthur  Wolfe,  attorney  general  of  our  pre^ 
sent  sovereign  lord  the  king,  gives  the  court 
liere  to  understand  and  be  informed,  that  Ar- 
chibald Hamilton  Rowan,  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, Esq.  being  a person  of  a wicked  and  tur- 
bulent disposition,  did  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
December,  in  the  thirty- third  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  present  sovereign  lord  George  the 
third,  publish  a certain  false,  wicked,  mali- 
cious, scandalous,  and  seditious  libel,  that  is 
to  say : 

“ CITIZEN  SOLDIERS, 

“ first  took  up  arms  to  protect  your 

country  from  foreign  enemies  and  from  domes- 
tic  disturbance^  for  the  same  purposes  it  now 

“ becomes 
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becomes  necessary  that, you  should  resume 
them ; a proclamation  has  been  issued  in  Eng- 
land  for  embodying  the  militia,  and  a pro* 
clamation  has  been  issued  by  the  lord  lieute- 
nant  and  council  in  Ireland,  for  repressing  all 
seditious  associations.  In  consequence  of 
both  these  proclamations  it  is  reasonable  to 
“ apprehend  danger  from  abroad  and  danger  at 
home;  from  wiience  but  from  apprehended 
danger  are  these  menacing  preparations  for 
war  drawn  through  tlie  streets  of  this  capital? 
“ for  whence,  if  not  to  create  that  internal  com- 
motion  wliich  was  not  found,  to  shake  that 
credit  w hich  was  not  aflected,  to  blast  that 
volunteer  honour  which  w'as  hitherto  inviolate, 
are  those  terrible  suggestions  and  rumours  and 
w hispers  that  meet  us  at  every  corner,  and 
agitate  at  least  our  old  men,  our  women,  and 
oiir  children:  whatever  bethe  motive,  or  from 
whatever  quarter  it  arises,  alarm  has  arisen ; 
“ and  you,  volunteers  of  Ireland,  are  therefore 
summoned  to  arms  at  the  instance  of  govern- 
ment,  as  well  as  by  the  responsibility  attached 
to  your  character,  and  the  permanent  obliga- 
tioiis  of  your  institution.  We  will  not  at  this 
day  condescend  to  quote  authorities  -for  the 
right  of  having  and  of  using  arms,  but  we  will 
“ cry  aloud,  even  amidst  the  storm  raised  by  the 
“ witchcraft  of  a proclamation,  that  to  your  for- 
matioii  was  owing  the  peace  and  protection  of 
this  island,  to  your  relaxation  has  beenowing 

its 
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“ its  relapse  into  impotence  and  insignificance, 
to  jour  renovation  must  be  owing  its  future 
freedom  and  its  present  tranquillity : you  are 
therefore  summoned  to  arms,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve  your  country  in  that  guarded  quiet  which 
may  secure  it  from  external  hostility,  and  to 
maintain  that  internal  regimen  throughout  the 
laud,  which,  superseding  a notorious  police 
or  a suspected  militia,  may  preserve  the  bles- 
sings  of  peace  by  a vigilant  preparation  for 
war.— Citizen  soldiers,  to  arms  ! Take  up  the 
shield  of  freedom  and  the  pledges  of  peace— ^ 
peace,  the  motive  and  end  of  your  virtuouey 
institution— war,  an  occasional  duty,  ought 
‘‘  never  to  be  made  an  occupation ; every  man 
should  become  a soldier  in  the  defence  of  his 
' rights;  no  man  ought  to  continue  a soldier  for 
offending  the  rights  of  others ; the  sacrifice  of 
life  in  the  service  of  our  country  isa  duty  much 
too  honourable  to  be  intrusted  to  mercenaries ; 
and  at  this  time,  when  your  country  has,  by 
public  authority,  been  declared  in  danger,  we 
conjure  you  by  your  interest,  your  duty,  and 
your  glory,  to  stand  to  your  arms,  and  iu 
spite  of  a police,  in  spite  of  a fencible  militia, 
in  virtue  of  two  proclamations,  to  maintain 
good  order  in  your  vicinage,  and  tranquillity 
“ in  Ireland:  it  is  only  by  the  military  array  of 
men  in  whom  they  confide,  whom  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  revere  as  the  guardians  of 
“ domestic  peace,  thj?^  protectors  of  their  liber- 

ties 
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ties  and  lives,  that  the  present  agitation  of  the 
people  can  be  stilled,  that  tumult  and  licenti- 
**  ousness  can  be  repressed,  obedience  secured 
to  existing  law,  and  a calm  confidencediffused 
“ through  the  public  mind  in  the  speedy  resur- 
rection  of  a free  constitution,  of  liberty  and 
“ of  equality, — words  which  we  use  for  an  op- 
‘‘  portunity  of  repelling  calumny,  and  of  say- 
‘‘  ing,  that  by  liberty  we  never  understood  un- 
limited  freedom,  nor  by  equality  the  levelling 
of  property  or  the  destruction  of  subordina- 
‘‘  tion  ; this  is  a calumny  invented  by  that  fac- 
tion,  or  that  gang,  which  misrepresents  the 
king  to  the  people,  and  the  people  to  the  king, 
traduces  one  half  of  the  nation  to  cajole  the 
other,  and  by  keeping  up  mistrust  and  division 
wishes  to  continue  the  proud  arbitrators  of  the 
“ fortuneand  fateof  Ireland:  liberty  is  the  exer- 
‘‘  cise  of  all  our  rights,^  natural  and  political,  se- 
cured  to  us  and  our  posterity  by  a real  repre- 
sentation  of  the  people  ; and  equality  is  the  ex- 
**  tension  of  the  constituent  to  the  fullest  dinien- 
sions  of  the  cbnstitiition,  of  the  elective  fran- 
“ chise  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  to  the 
“ end  that  government,  which  is  collective  pow- 
er,  may  be  guided  by  collective  will,  and  that 
legislation  may  originate  from  public  reason, 
keep  pace  with  public  improvement,  and  ter- 
minate  in  public  happiness.  If  our  constitu- 
tion  be  imperfect,  nothing  but  a reform  in 
representation  will  rectify  its  abuses;  if  it  be 

perfect, 


perfect,  nothing  but  the  same  reform  will 
perpetuate  its  blessings.  We  now  address  you 
ns  citizens,  for  to  be  citizens  you  became  sol- 
diers,  nor  can  vve  lielp  wishing  that  al’  soldiers, 
partaking  the  passions  and  interest  of  thepeo- 
pie,  would  remember,  that  they  were  once 
citizens,  that  seduction  made  them  soldiers,  but 
nature  made  them  men.  We  addressyon  with- 
out  any  authority  save  that  of  reason,  and  if 
we  obtain  the  coincidence  of  public  opinion, 
it  is  neither  by  force  nor  stratagem,  for  we 
have  no  power  to  terrify,  no  artifice  to  cajole, 
no  fund  to  seduce  ^ here  we  sit  without  mace 
or  beadle,  neither  a mysterv,  ^nor  a craft,  nor 
a corporation  ; in  four  words  lies  all  our  power 
-—universal  emancipation  and  representative 
legislature — yet  we  are  confident,  that  on  the 
pivot  of  this  principle,  a convention,  still  less 
a society,  still  less  a single  man,  will  he  able 
first  to  move  and  then  to  raise  the  world  : we 
therefore  wish  for  catholic  emancipation  with- 
out  any  modification,  but  still  we  consider  tins 
“ necessary  enfranchisement  as  merely  the  portal 
tothe  templeof  national  freedom  ; wideasthis 
entrance  is,  wide  enough  to  admit  three  millions, 
it  is  narrow  when  compared  to  the  capacity  and 
comprehension  of  our  beloved  principle,  which 
takes  in  every  individual  of  the  Irish  nation, 
^ casts  an  equal  eye  over  the  whole  island,  em- 
braces  all  that  think,  and  feels  for  all  that  suffer : 
the. catholic  cause  is  su])ordinatc  to  our  cause, 

and 
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and  included  ill  it ; for,  as  united  Irishmen,  we- 
**  adhere  to  no  sect,  but  to  society— to  no  cause, 
but  Christianity — to  no  party,  but  the  whole 
people.  In  the  sincerity  of  our  souls  do  we 
**  desire  catholic  emancipation  : but  were  it  ob- 
tained  to-morrow,  to-morrow  would  we  go  on 
as  we  do  to-day,  in  the  pursuit  of  that  reform, 
which  would  still  be  wanting  to  ratify- their 
liberties  as  well  as  our  own.  For  both  these 
purposes  it  appears  necessary  that  provincial 
conventions  should  assemble  preparatory  to  the 
convention  of  the protestant  people;  thedeler 
“ gates  of  the  catholic  body  are  not  justified  in 
communicating  with  individuals  or  even  bodies 
of  inferior  authority,  and  therefore  an  assemr 
bl}^  of  a similar  nature  and  organization  is  ne- 
cessary  to  establish  an  intercourse  of  senti- 
ments,  an  uniformity  of  conduct,  an  united 
cause  and  ah  united  nation ; if  a convention  on 
“ the  one  part  does  not  soon  follow,  and  is  not 
soon  connected  ivith  that  on  the  other,  the 
common  cause  will  split  into  the  partial  in- 
V terest,  the  people  will  relapse  into  inattention 
“ and  inertness,  the  union  of  affection  and  ex- 
ertion,  will  dissolve,  and  too  probably  some 
localinsurrectioiis,  instigated  by  the  malignity 
of  our  common  enemy,  may  commit  the  cha- 
racter,  and  risque  the  tranquillity  of  the  island, 
‘‘  which  can  be  obviated  only  by  the  influence 
of  an  assembly  arising  from,  assimilated  with 
“the  people,  and  whose  spirit  maybe,  as  it 

“ w’ere 


^ were,  knit  with  the  sonl  of  the  nation  : unless 
the  sense  of  the  protestant  people  be  on  their 
" part  as  fairly  collected,  and  as  judicially  di- 
rected,  unless  individual  exertion  consolidates 
into  collective  strength,  unless  the  particles 
unite  into  one  mass;  we  may,  perhaps,  serve 
some  person  or  some  party  for  a little,  but  the 
public  not  at  all : the  nation  is  neither  insolent, 
nor  rebellious,  nor  seditious;  while  it  knows  its 
rights,  it  is  unwilling  to  manifest  its  powers; 
it  would  rather  supplicate  administration  to 
anticipate  revolution  by  well-timed  reform,  and 
to  save  their  country  in  mercy  to  themselves. 
The  fifteenth  of  February  approaches,  a day 
ever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  country  as 
the  biilh-day  of  new  Ireland  : let  parochial 
meetings  he  held  as  soon  as  possible,  let  each 
parish  return  delegates,  let  the  sense  6f  Ulster 
he  again  declared  from  Dungannon  on  a day 
auspicious  to  union,  peace,  and  freedom,  and 
the  spirit  of  tlie  North  will  again  become  the 
spirit  of  the  nation.  The  civil  assembly  ought 
“ to  claim  the  attendance  of  the  military  assoc i- 
“ ations ; and  we  have  addressed  you,  citizen 
“ soldiers,  on  this  subject,  from  the  belief,  that 
your  body,  uniting  conviction  with  zeal,  and 
zeal  with  activitv,  may  have  muc  h jnfluence 
“ over  your  countrymen,  your  relations,  and 
friends.  We  oiler  only  a general  outline  to  the 
public,  and,  meaning  to  address  Ireland,  prc- 
sume  not  at  present  to  hll  up  the  plan,  or  pre- 
T occupy 
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occupy  the  mode  of  its,  execution.  ^V"e  liave 
thought  it  our  dut}^  to  speak ; — answer  us  by. 
actions ; you  have  taken  time  for  considera-. 
‘‘  tion ; fourteen  long  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  rise  of  your  associations;  and  in  1/82  did 
you  imagine  that  in  1^92  this  nation  would 
still  remain  unrepresented  ? How  many  nations 
in  this  interval  have  gotten  the  start  of  Ire- 
‘‘  land?  How  many  of  your  countrymen  have 
sunk  into  the  grave:’'  ,, 


4 

A JURY  being  sworn,  the  attorney  general 
stated  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  crown ; the  evi- 
dence being  gone  through  on  both  sides, 

Mr.  CURRAN.  • 

G ENTLEMEX  OF  THE  JURY.  When  I consider 
the  period  at  which  tins  prosecution  is  brought 
forward  ; when  I behold  the  extraordinary  safe- 
guard of  armed  soldiers  resorted  to  A no  doubt 
for  the  preservation  of  p’eace  and  order  wdien  I 
catcli,  as  I cannot  but  do,  the  throb  of  public 
anxiety  which  beats  from  one  end  to  the  other 
•of  this  hall;  when  I reflect  ou  what  may  be  the 
fate  of  a man  of  the  most  beloved  personal  cha- 
racter, of  one  of  the  most  re.^^pected  families  of 

our 

/ 

* A Ftw  luomeiiu  before  Ylr.  Curran  entered  into  his  client's 
detente,  a guard’was  brought  into  the  court-house  by  the  sheritV. 


our  country>  himself  the  only  individual  of  that 
iamily,  I may  almost  say  of  that  country,  who 
can  lool£  to.  that  possible  fate  with  unconcern  ? 
Feeling  as  I do  all -these  impressions,  it  is  in  the 
honest  simplicity  of /my  heart  1 speak,  when  I 
say,  .that  I never  rose  in  a court  of  justice  wdth 
so  mucli  embarrassment,,  as  upon  this  occasion. 

Ip,  gentlemeu,  I could  entertain  a hope  of 
finding  refuge  for  the  disconcertion  of  rny  mind 
in  the  perfect  composure  of  yours  ; if  I could 
suppose  that  those  awful  vicissitudes  of  human 
events;  vrhich  have  been  stated  or  alluded  to, 
could  leave  ypurjudgments  undisturbed  and  your 
hearts  at  ea^e,  I knoiv  I should  form  a most  er- 
roneous opinion  of  your  character : I eutertaia 
no  such  chimerical  hope;  I form  no  siudi  unwor- 
thy opinion  ; I expect  not  that  your  hearts  can 
be  more  at  ease  than  my  own;  I have  no  right 
to  expect  it;  but  I have  aright  to  call  upon  jmu, 
in  the  name  of  your  country,  in  the  name  of  the 
living  God,  of  whose  eternal  justice  you  are  now 
administering  that  portion,  which  dwells  with  us 
on  this  side  of  the  grave,  to  discharge  your  breasts 
as  far  as  you  are  able,  of  every  bias  of  prejudice 
or  passion  ; that,  if  my  client  be  guilty  of  the  of- 
ience  chewged  upon  him,  j'ou  may  give  tranquil- 
lity to  tlie  public  by  a firm  verdict  of  conviction; 
or,  if  lie  be  innocent,  by  as  firm  a verdict  of  ai  - 
quittal;  and  that  you  will  do  this  in  deliauce  of 
the  paltry  artifices  and  senseless  clamours  that 

have 
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have  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  bring  him  to 
his  trial  with  anticipated  conviction.  And,  gen- 
tlemen, I leelan  additional  necessity  of  thus  con- 
juring yo\i  to  be  upon  your  guard,  from  the  able 
and  imposing  statement,  which  you  have  just 
heard  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  I know 
M ell  the  virtues  and  the  talents  of-  the  excellent 
person  who  conducts  that  prosecution.^  I know 
liow  much  he  would  disdain  to  imposeon  you  by 
tlie  trappings  of  office  ; but  I also  know  how  ea- 
sily we  mistake  the  lodgment  which  character 
and  eloquence  can  make  upon  our  feelings,  for 
those  impressions  that  reason  and  fact  and  proof 
only  ought  to  work  upon  our  understandings. 

PeUHAPS,  gentlemen,  I shall  act  not  unwisely 
in  waving  any  further  observation  of  this  sort, 
and  giving  your  minds  an  opportunity  of' grow- 
ing cool  and  I’esuming  themseles,  by  coming  to 
a calm  and  iincoloured  statement  of  mere  facts, 
premising  only  to  you,  that  I have  it  in  strictest 
3 i)j unction  from  my  client,  to  defend  him  upon 
facts  and  evidence  only,  and  to  avail  myself  of 
no  technical  artifice  or  subtilty  that  could  with- 
draw his  cause  from  the  lest  of  that  enquiry 
which  it  is  your  province  to  exercise,  and  to 
which  only  1:6  wishes  to  be  indebted  for  an  ac- 

In  the  month  of  December  1792,  Mr.  Piowan 
V gij  arresied  on  an  information,  charging  him 
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with  the  offence  for  which  he  is  now  on  his  triah 
He  was  taken  before  an  honourable  personage 
now  on  that  bencli,  and  admitted  to  bail.;}' 

He  remained  a considerable  time  in  this  city, 
soliciting  the  present  prosecution,  and  offering' 
himself  to  a fair  trial  by  a jury  of  his  country  ; 
but  it  was  not  then  thought  fit  to  yield  to  that  so- 
licitation ; nor  has  it  now  been  thought  proper 
to  prosecute  him  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  send- 
ing up  a bill  of  indictment  to  a grand  jury. 

I DO  not  mean  by  this  to  say  that  informationj^^ 
ex  officio  are  always  oppressive  or  unjust ; but  I 
cannot  but  observe  to  you,  that  when  a petty 
jury  is  called  upon  to  try  a charge  not  previous- 
ly found  by  the  grand  inquest,  and  supported 
by  the  naked  assertion  only  of  the  king’s  prose- 
cutor, that  the  accusation  labours  under  a weak- 
ness of  probability  which  it  is  difficult  to  assist.  . 
If  the  charge  had  no  cause  of  dreading  the  light 
—if  it  was  likely  to  find  the  sanction  of  a grand 
jury,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  why  it  deserted  the 
more  usual,  the  more  popular,  and  the  more  con- 
stitutional mode,  and  preferred  to  come  forward 
in  the  ungracious  form  cf  an  cx  officio  information. 

If  such  a bill  had  been  sent  up  and  found,  Air. 
Rowan  would  have  been  tried  at  the  next  com-  ^ 
mission;  but  a speedy  trial  was  not  the  wish  of 

his 
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his  prosecutors.  Au  information  was  hied  and 
when  he  expected  to  be  fried  upon  it,  an  error, 
it  seems,  wasdiscoveredin  the  record.  Mr.  Rowan 
offered  to  wave  it,  or  consent  to  any  amendment 
desired.  No — that  proposal  could  not  be  accept- 
ed— a trial  must  have  followed.  That  informa- 
tion, therefore,  was  withdrawn,  and  a new  one 
hied : that  is,  in  fact,  a third  prosecution  was  in- 
stituted upon  the  same  charge.  This  last  was 
filed  on  the  8th  day  of  last  July. 

I Gentlemen,  these  facts  cannot  fail  of  a due 
impression  upon  you.  You  will  find  a material 
part  of  your  enquiry  must  be,  whether  Mr. 
Rowan  is  pursued  as  a criminal,  or  hunted  down 
as  a victim.  It  is  not,  therefore,  by  insinuation 
or  circuity,  but  it  is  boldly  and  directly  that  I as- 
sert, that  oppression  has  been  intended  and 
practised  upon  him,  and  by  those  facts  which  I 
have  stated,  I am  warranted  in  the  assertion. 

Ills  demand,  his  entreaty  to  be  tried  ^vas  re- 
fused,— and  why  ? A hue  and  cry  was  to  be  raised 
against  him ; the  sword  w as  to  be  suspended  over 
his  head  ^ some  time  was  necessary  for  the  public 
mind  to  become  heated  by  the  circulation  of  art- 
ful clamours  of  anarchy  and  rebellion;  these  same 
clamours,  which  wdth  more  probabilitj^  * but  not 
more  success,  had  been  circulated  before  through 
England  and  Scotland.  In  this  country  the  causes 
and  the  swdftness  of  their  progress  w^re  as  obvi- 
ous, as  their  folly  has  since  become,  to  every  man 
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of  the  smallest  observation:  I have  been  stopped 
myself,  with,  Good  God,  sir,  have  you  heard 
the  news  No,  sir,  what?” — Why  one  French 
emissary  was  seen  travelling  through  Connaught 
in  a post  chaise,  and  scattering  from  the  win- 
dows as  he  passed  little  doses  of  political  poison, 
made  up  in  square  bits  of  paper — another  was 
actually  sui’pnsed  in  the  factof  seducing  our  good 
people  from  their  allegiance,  by  discourses  upon 
the  indivisibility  of  French  robbery  and  massacre, 
which  he  preached  in  the  French  language  to  a 
congregation  of  Irish  peasants. 

Such  are  the  bugbears  and  spectres  to  be  raised 
to  warrant  the  sacrifice  of  whatever  little  public 
spirit  may  remain  amongst  us. — But  time  has  also 
detected  the  imposture  of  these  Cock-lane  appa- 
ritions, and  you  cannot  now,  with  your  eyes 
open,  give  a verdict  without  asking  your  consci- 
ences this  question ; is  this  a fair  and  honest  pro- 
.secution  ? — is  it  brought  forward  with  the  single 
view  of  vindicating  public  justice,  and  promoting 
public  good  ? And  here  let  me  remind  you,  that 
you  are  hot  convened  to  try  the  guilt  of  a libel, 
affecting  the  personal  character  of  any  private 
man : I know  no  case  in  which  a jury  ought  to 
be  more  severe,  than  where  personal  calumny  is 
conveyed  through  a vehicle,  which  ought  to  be 
consecrated  to  public  information;  neither,  on  the 
other  hand,  can  I conceive  any  case  in  which 
the  firmness  and  the  caution  of  a jury  should  be 
more  exerted,  than  when  a subject  is  prosecuted 
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for  a libel  on  the  state.  The  peculiarity  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  (to  which  in  its  fuliest  extent 
we  have  an  undoubted  right,  however  distant  vve 
may  be  from  the  actual  enjoyment)  and  in  which 
it  surpasses  every  known  government  in  Europe, 
is  this;  that  its  only  professed  object  is  the  gene- 
ral good,  and  its  only  foundation  the  general, 
will ; hence  the  people  have  aright  acknowledged 
from  time  immemorial,  fortihed  by  a pile  of 
statutes,  and  authenticated  by  a revolution  that 
speaks  louder  than  them  all,  to  see  whether 
abuses  have  been  committed,  and  whether  their 
properties  and  their  liberties  have  been  attended 
to  as  they  ought  to  be. 

This  is  a kind  of  subject  wdiich  I feel  myself 
overawed  when  I approach  ; there  are  certain 
fundamental  principles  v/ith  nothing  but  neces- 
sity should  expose  to  public  examination;  they 
are  pillars,  the  depth  of  whose  foundation  you 
cannot  explore  without  endangering  their 
strength;  but  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  topics  should  not  be  condemned 
in  me,  nor  visited  upon  my  client:  the  blame,  if 
any  there  be,  sliould  rest  only  with  those  who 
have  forced  them  into  discussion.  I say,  there- 
fore, it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  an  ete- 
nal  watch  upon  the  conduct  of  their  rulers  ; and 
in  order  to  that,  the  freedom  of  the  press  has 
been  cherished  by  the  law  of  Englant,  In  pri- 
vate defamation  let  it  never  be  tolerated ; in  wick- 
ed and  wanton  aspersion  upon  a good  and  honest 
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administration  let  it  never  be  supported.  Not 
that  a good  government  can  be  exposed  to  dan- 
ger by  groundless  accusation,  but  because  a bad 
government  is  sure  to  find  in  the  detected  false- 
hood of  a licentious  press  a security  and  a credit, 
which  it  could  never  otherwise  obtain. 

1 SAID  a good  government  cannot  be  endanger- 
ed ; I say  so  again,  for  whether  it  is  good  or  bad 
it  can  never  depend  upon  assertion  : the  question 
is  decided  by  simple  inspection:  to  try  the  tree 
look  at  its  fruit;  to  judge  of  the  government  look 
at  the  people.  'What  is  the  fruit  of  a good  go- 
vernment? The  virtue  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple. Do  four  millions  of  people  in  this  country 
gather  those  fruits  from  that  government,  to  whose 
injured  purity,  to  whose  spotless  virtue  and  vio- 
lated honour,  this  seditious  and  atrocious  libeller 
is  to  be  immolated  upon  the  altar  of  the  consti- 
tution? To  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  who  are 
bound  by  the  most  sacred  obligation  to  your 
country  andyour  GOD,  to  speak  nothing  but  the 
truth,  I put  the  question — Do  the  people  of  this 
country  gather  those  fruits?  Are  they  orderly, 
industrious,  religious,  and  contented?  Do  you 
find  them  free  from  bigotrv  and  ignorance,  those 
inseparable  concomitants  of  systematic  oppres- 
.sion?  Or,  to  try  them  by  a test  as  unerring  as 
any  of  the  former,  are  tliey  united  ? The  period 
has  now  elapsed  in  wdiich  considerations  of  this 
extent  would  have  been  deemed  improjier  to  c. 
jury;  happily  for  those  countries,  the  legislature 
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of  each  has  lately  changed,  or,  perhaps  to  speak 
more  properly,  revived  and  restored  the  law  re- 
specting trials  of  this  kind.  For  the  space  of 
thirty  or  forty  years  a usage  had  prevailed  in 
Westminster-liall,  by  which  the  judges  assumed 
to  themselves  the  decision  of  the  question,  whe- 
ther libel  or  not;  but  the  learned  counsel  for  the 
prosecution  are  now  obliged  to  admit  that  this  is 
a question  for  the  jury  only  to  decide.  You  will 
naturally  listen  with  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  but  you  will  receive  it  as  matter  of  ad- 
vice, not  as  matter  of  law  ; and  you  will  give  it 
credit,  not  from  any  adventitious  circumstances 
of  authority,  but  merely  so  far  as  it  meets  the 
concurrence  of  your  own  understandings. 

Give  me  leave  now  to  state  to  you  the  charge,  „ 
as  it  stands  upon  the  record It  is,  that  Mr. 

Rowan,  being  a person  of  a wicked  and  turbur 
“ lent  disposition,  and  maliciously  designing  and 
“ intending  to  excite  and  diffuse  among  the  sub- 
“ jectsof  this  realm  of  Ireland  discontents,  jea- 
“ lousies  and  suspicions  of  our  lord  the  king  and 
“ his  government,  and  disaffection  and  disloj^alty 
“ to  the  person  and  government  of  our  said  lord 
“ the  king,  and  to  raise  very  dangerous  seditions 
and  tumults  within  this  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  to  draw  the  government  of  this  kingdoni 
into  great  scandal,  infamy  and  disgrace,  and 
to  incite  the  subjects  of  our  said  lord  the  king 
to  attempt,  by  force  and  violence  and  with 
arms,  to  make  alterations  in  the  government, 
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state  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  and  to 
incite  his  majesty’s  said  subjects  to  tumult  and 
‘‘  anarchy,  and  to  overturn  the  established  cori- 
stitution  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  overaw’^  and 
intimidate  the  legislature  of  tiiis  kingdom  by 
unarmed  force;”  did  maliciously  and  se- 
ditiously”  publish  the  paper  in  question. 

Gentlemen,  without  any  observation  of  mine, 
vou  must  see  that  this  information  contains  a di- 
rect  charge  upon  Mr.  Rowan ; namely,  that  he 
did,  with  the  intents  set  forth  in  the  information, 
publish  this  paper;  so  that  here  you  have  in  fact 
two  or  three  questions  for  your  decision:  First, 
the  matter  of  fact  of  the  publication  ; namely, 
did  Mr.  Rowan  publish  that  paper  ? If  Mr.  Rowan 
did  not  in  fact  publish  that  paper,  you  have  no 
longer  any  question  on  w hich  to  employ  your 
minds : if  you  think  that  he  w-as  in  fact  the  j>ub- 
lisher,  then  and  not  till  then  arises  the  great  and 
important  subject  to  which  your  judgments  must 
be  directed.  And  that  comes  shortly  and  simply 
to  this  : Is  the  paper  a libel  ? and  did  he  publish 
it  with  the  intent  charged  in  the  information  r 
For  w’hatever  you  may  think  of  the  abstract 
question,  w^hether  the  paper  be  libellous  or  not, 
and  of  wdiich  paper  it  has  not  even  been  insinu- 
ated that  he  is  the  author,  these  can  be  no 
ground  for  a verdict  against  liim,  unless  you  also 
are  persuaded  that  what  he  did  wtiS  done  with  a 
priminal  design. 
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1 WISH,  gentlemen,  to  simplify  and  not  to  per- 
plex ; I therefore  say  again,  if  these  three  circum- 
stances conspire,  that  he  publishedit — that  it  was 

libel — and  that  it  was  published  with  the  pur- 
poses alleged  in  the  information,  you  ought  un- 
questionably to  find  him  guilty  : if  on  the  other 
liand,  you  do  not  find  that  all  these  circumstances 
concurred; — if  you  cannot  upon  your  oaths  say 
that  he  published  it; — if  it  be  not  in  your  opinion 
a libel; — and  if  be  did  not  publish  it  with  the  in- 
tention alleged:  I say,  upouthefailureof  anyone 
of  these  points,  my  client  is  entitled,  injustice, 
and  upon  your  oaths,  to  a verdict  of  acquittal. 

Gentixmex,  Mr.  attorne}^  general  has  thought 
proper  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  state  and 
circumstances  of  public  alfairs  at  the  time  of  this 
transaction;  letniealso  make  a few  retrospective 
observations  on  a period,  at  vA'hich  he  has  but 
slightly  glanced  ; I speak  of  the  events  which 
took  place  before  the  close  of  the  American  war. 

You  know,  gentlemen,  that  France  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  America,  and  we  became 
thereby  engaged  in  a war  with  that  nation. 

JhiL  ncscla  mens  iwminiim  futiiri  ! 

l^rrXLE  did  that  ill-Yated  monarch  know  that  he 
was  forming  the  first  causes  of  those  disastrous 
events,  that  were  to  end  in  the  subversion  of  his 
throne,  in  tlie  slaughter  of  his  family,  and  the 
vieluging  of  his  country  with  the  blood  of  his  peo- 
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pie.  You  cannot  but  remember  that,  at  a time 
when  we  had  scarcely  a regular  soldier  for  our  de- 
fence ; when  the  old  and  young  were  alarmed  and 
terrified  with  apprehensions  of  descent  upon  our 
coasts ; that  providence  seemed  to  have  worked  a 
sort  of  miracle  in  our  favour.  You  saw  a band 
of  armed  men  come  forth  at  the  great  call  of  na- 
ture, of  honour,  and  their  country.  You  saw  men 
of  the  greatest  wealth  and  rank  ^ you  saw  every 
class  of  the  community  give  up  its  members,  and 
send  them  armed  into  the  field,  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic and  private  tranquillity  of  Ireland.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  turn  back  to  that  period, 
without  reviving  those  sentiments  of  tenderness 
and  gratitude,  which  then  beat  in  the  public  bo- 
som : to  recollect  amidst  what  applause,  whut; 
tears,  what  praj^ers,  what  benedictions,  they  walk- 
ed forth  amongst  spectators,  agitated  by  the  min- 
gled sensations  of  terror  and  of  reliance,  of  dan- 
ger and  of  protection , imploring  the  blessings  of 
heaven  upon  their  heads,  and  its  conquest  upon 
their  swords.  That  illustrious,  and  adored,  and 
abused  body  of  men  stood  forward  and  assumed 
the  title,  which,  I trust,  the  ingratitude  of  their 
country  will  never  blotfrom  its  history,  Tlin 
‘‘  Volunteers  of  Ikeuvnd.’^ 

Give  me  leave  now,  with  great  respect,  to  put 
this  question  to  you:  Do  you  think  the  assembling 
of  that  glorious  band  of  patriots  was  an  insurrec- 
tion? do  you  think  the  invitation  to  that  assembl- 
ing would  have  been  sedition  ? they  came  under 
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no  commission  but  the  call  of  their  country  ; un- 
authorized and  unsanctioned,  except  by  public 
emergency  and  public  danger.  I ask  was  that 
meeting  insurrection  or  not  ? I put  another  ques- 
tion : If  any  man  then  had  published  a call  on 
that  body,  and  stated  that  war  was  declared  against 
the  state;  thatthe  regulartroopswere  withdrawn; 
that  our  coasts  were  hovered  round  by  the  ships 
of  the  enemy;  thatthe  moment  was  approaching, 
when  the  unprotected  feebleness  of  age  and  sex, 
when  the  sanctity  of  habitation  would  be  disre- 
garded and  profaned  by  the  brutal  ferocity  of  a 
rude  invader;  if  any  man  had  then  said  to  them, 
“ I^eave  your  industry  for  a wdiile,  that  you  may 
return  to  it  again,  and  come  forth  in  arms  for 
the  public  defence.”  I put  the  question  boldly 
to  you.  It  is  not  the  case  of  the  volunteers  of 
that  day  ; it  is  the  case  of  my  client  at  this  hour, 
which  1 put  to  you.  AVould  that  call  have  been 
then  pronounced  in  a court  of  justice,  or  by  a 
jury  on  their  oaths,  a criminal  and  seditious  invi- 
tation to  insurrection  ? If  it  would  not  have  been 
so  then,  upon  what  principle  can  it  be  so  now  ? 
What  is  the  force  and  perfection  of  the  law } It 
isthe  permanency  of  the  law ; it  is,  that  whenever 
the  fact  is  the  same,  the  law  is  also  the  same ; it 
is,  that  the  law  remains  a written,  monumented 
and  recorded  letter,  to  pronounce  the  same  deci- 
sion, upon  the  same  facts  whenever  they  shall  arise. 

I will  not  affect  to  conceal  it:  you  know  there  has 
been  an  artful,  ungrateful,  and  blasphemous  cla- 
mour raised  against  these  illustrious  characters, 
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the  saviours  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Having 
iiientioned  t his,  let  me  read  a few  words  of  the  pa- 
.per  alleged  to  be  criminal : You  first  took  up 

arms  to  protect  your  country  from  foreign  ene 
lilies,  and  from  domestic  disturbance.  For  the 
same  purposes  it  now  becomes  necessary  that 
you  should  resume  them.’* 

I SHOULD  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  im- 
pute any  want  of  candour  to  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  who  has  stated  the  case  on  behalf 
of  the  prosecution  : but  he  has  certainly  fallen 
into  a mistake,  which,  if  not  explained,  might  be 
highly  injurious  to  my  client.  He  supposed  that 
this  publication  w^as  not  addressed  to  those  an- 
cient volunteers,  but  to  new  combinations  of 
tliem,  formed  upon  new  principles,  and  actuated 
by  different  motives.  You  have  the  words  to 
which  this  construction  is  imputed  upon  the  re- 
cord; the  meaning  of  his  mind  can  be  collected 
only  from  those  words  w’hich  he  has  made  use  of 
to  convey  it.  The  guilt  imputable  to  him  can 
Only  be  inferred  from  the  meaning  ascribable  to 
those  words.  Let  hismeaning  then  be  fairly  col- 
lected by  resorting  to  them.  Is  there  a founda- 
tion to  suppose  that  this  address  was  directed  to 
any  such  body  of  men,  as  has  been  called  a ban- 
ditti, (with  what  justice  it  is  unnecessary  to  in- 
quire,) and  not  to  the  old  volunteers? 

As  to  the  sneer  at  the  words  citizen  soldiers^  I 
should  feel  that  I was  treating  a very  respected 
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friend  with  an  hiMdlous  and  unmerited  unkind- 
ness,  if  I affected  to  expose  it  by  any  gravity  of 
refutation.  I ma}^,  however,  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve, that  those  who  are  supposed  to  have  dis- 
graced this  expression  by  adopting  it,  have  taken 
it  from  the  idea  of  the  British  constitution,  “ tliat 
no  man  in  becoming  a soldier  ceases  to  be  a 
citizen.”  Would  to  God,  all  enemies  as  they 
are,  that  that  unfortunate  people  had  borrowed 
.more  from  that  sacred  source  of  liberty  and  vir- 
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tue;  and  would  to  God,  for  the  sake  of  huma- 
nity, that  they  had  preserved  even  the  little  they 
did  borrow  ! If  ever  there  could  be  an  objection 
to  that  appellation,  it  must  have  been  strongest 
when  it  was  first  assumed.^  To  that  period  tlie 
writer  manifestly  alludes;  he  addresses  those 
“ who  first  took  up  arms:”  You  first  took  up 
arms  to  protect  your  country  from  foreign  ene- 
mies  and  from  domestic  disturbance.  For  the 
same  purposes  it  now  becomes  necessary  that 
" you  should  resume  them.”  Is  this  applicable 
to  those  who  had  never  taken  up  arms  before  ? 
A proclamation,”  says  this  paper,  “ has  been 
issued  in  England  for  embodying  the  militia, 
“ and  a proclamation  has  been  issued  by  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  council  of  Ireland,  for  repres- 
sing  all  seditious  associations.  Inconsequence 
of  both  these  proclamations,  it  is  reasonable 
to  apprehend  danger  from  abroad,  and  danger 
at  home.”  God  help  us,  from  the  situation  of 
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and  prior  to  1783,  the  terms  and  cithen  soldic» 
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Europe  at  that  time,  we  were  threatened  with 
too  probable  danger  from  abroad,  and  I am  afraid 
it  w^as  not  without  foundation  we  were  told  of 
our  having  something  to  dread  at  home. 

I FIND  much  abuse  has  been  lavished  on  the 
disrespect  with  which  the  proclamation  is  treated, 
in  that  paxt  of  the  paper  alleged  to  be  a libel. 
To  that  my  answer  for  my  client  is  short ; I do 
conceive  it  competent  to  a British  subject  if  he 
thinks  that  aprocjamation  has  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  false  terrors;  I hold  it  to  be  not 
only  the  privilege,  but  the  duty  of -a  citizen,  to 
set  his  countrymen  right,  with  respect  to  such 
misrepresented  danger ; and  until  a proclamation 
in  this  coimtry  shall  have  the  force  of  law",  the 
reason  and  grounds  of  it  are  surely  at  least  ques- 
tionable by  the  people.  Nay,  I will  go  farther,— 
if  an  actual  law  had  passed,  receiving  the  sanction 
of  the  three  estates,  if  it  be  exceptionable  in  any 
matter,  it  is  warrantable  to  any  mao  in  the  com- 
munity to  state,  in  a becoming  manner,  his  ideas 
upon  it.  And  I should  be  at  a loss  to  know,  if 
the  positive  laws  of  Great  Baitain  are  thus  ques- 
tionable, upon  what  ground  the  proclamation 
of  an  Irish  government  should  not  be  open  to 
the  animadversion  of  Irish  subjects. 

‘‘  Whatever  be  the  motive,  or  from  w"hat- 
ever  quarter  it  arises/"'  says  this  paper,  alarjn 
hasarisen.”  Gentlemen,  do  you  not  know  that 
to  be  fact?  It  has-been  slated  by  the  attorney 
X Q jjcneral 
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general,  and  most  truly,  that  the  most  gloomy  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  by  the  whole  coun- 
try. You  volunteers  of  Ireland  are  therefore 
“ summoned  to  arms  at  the  instance  of  govern- 
ment,  as  well  as  by  the  responsibility  attached 
to  your  character,  and  the  permanent  obliga- 
tions  of  your  institution. I am  free  to  con- 
fess, if  any  man,  assuming  the  liberties  of  a Bri- 
tish subject  to  question  public  topics,  should, 
under  the  mask  of  that  privilege,  publish  a pro- 
clamation inviting  the  profligate,  and  seditious, , 
those  in  want,  and  those  in  desp*air,  to  rise  up 
in  arms  to  overawe  the  legislature,  to  rob  us  of 
whatever  portion  of  theblessingsof  a free  govern- 
ment we  possess;  I know  of  no  offence  involving 
greater  enormity.  But  that,  gentlemen,  is  the 
question  you  are  to  try.  If  my  client  acted  with 
an  honest  mind  and  fair  intention,  and  having, 
as  he  believed,  the  authority  of  government  to 
support  him  in  the  idea  that  danger  vras  to  be 
apprehended,  did  apply  to  that  body  of  so  known 
and  so  revered  character,  calling  upon  them  by 
their  former  honour,  the  principle  of  their  glo- 
rious institution,  and  the  great  stake  they  pos- 
sessed in  their  country. — If  he  interposed,  not 
upon  a fictitious  pretext,  but  a real  belief  of  ac- 
tual and  imminent  danger,  and  that  their  arming 
at  that  critical  moment  was  necessary  to  the 
safety  of  tlieir  country ; his  intention  was.  not 
only  innocent,  but  highly  meritorious.  It  is  a 
question,  gentlemen,  upon  which  you  only  can 
decide;  it  is  for  you  to  say,  u liether  it  was  cri- 
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njinal  in  the  defendant  to  be  so  misled,  and  w he- 
ther he  is  to  fall  a sacrifice  to  the  prosecution  of 
that  government  by  which  he  was  so  deceived.  I 
say^  again,  gentlemen,  yon  can  look  only  to  his. 
words  as  the  interpreter  of  his  meaning  ; and  to 
the  state  and  circumstances  of  his  country,  as  he 
was  made  to  believe  them,  as  the  clue  to  Ins  in- 
tention. The  case  then,  gentlemen,  is  sbcrtly 
and  simply  this:  a man  of  the  first  family,  and 
fortune,  and  character,  and  property  among  you 
reads  a proclamation,  stating  the  country  to  be 
in  danger  from  abroad  and  at  home;  und  thus 
alarmed — thus  upon  the  autlioriU^  of  the  proso 
ciitor  alarmed,  applies  to  that  august  body,  be- 
fore wiiose  awful  presence  sedition  must  vanish 
and  insurrection  disappear.  You  must  surremicr 
I hesitate  not  to  say,  your  oaths  to  nnfounde(l 
assertion,  if  you  can  submit  to  say,  thatsucli  an, 
act,  of  such  a man,  so  warranted,  isawitked 
and  seditious  libel.  If  he  was  ahiiipe,  let  me  ask 
you,  who  was  the  impostor?  I blush  and  I shrink 
with  shame  and  detestation  from  that  meanness 
of  dupery  and  servile  complaismice,  winch  coidcl 
make  that  dupe  a victim  to  liic  accusation  of  that 
impostor. 

You  perceive,  geidiemen,  that  I am  going  into 
the  merits  of  this  publication,  before  i apply  my- 
self to  the  question  which  is  first  in  order  of  time, 
namely,  wliether  the  publication,  in  |.>oiiit  of  fact, 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Rowan  or  not.  1 have 
been  unintentionally  led  into  tiiis  violation  of  or- 
der 
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<ier.  I should  effect  no  purpose  of  either  brevity 
or  clearness,  by  returning  to  the  more  methodical 
course  of  observation.  1 have  been  naturally 
drawn  from  it  by  the  superior  importance  of  tlic 
lO[uc  I am  upon,  namely,  the  merit  of  the  publi- 
cation in  (jiieslion. 

"In  IS  publication,  if  ascribed  at  all  to  Mr.  Row- 
an, contains  four  distinctsubjccts:  the  first,  thein- 
vUation  to  the  volunteers  to  arm ; upon  that  I 
have  already  observed : but  those  that  remain  are 
surely  of  much  importance,  and  no  doubt  are  pro- 
secuted as  equally  criminal.  The  paper  next 
states  the  necessity  of  a reform  in  parliament : it 
states,  thirdly,  'the  necessity  of  an  emancipation 
of  the  catholic  inhabitants  of  Ireland ; andas  ne- 
cessary to  the  atchievement  of  all  these  objects, 
does,  fourtlily,  state  the  necessity  of  a general 
delegated  convention  of  the  people. 

I r has  been  alleged  that  Mr.  Rowan  intended 
by  this  puWication  to  excite  the  subjects  of  this 
country  to  effect  an  alteration  intlie  form  of  your 
coustilutiou.  And  liere,  gentlemen,  perhaps,  you 
inay  not  be  unwilling  to  follow  a little  farther  than 
Mr.  attorney-general  has  done  the  idea  of  a late 
prosecution  in  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  of 
a public  libel.  It  is  with  peculiar  fondness  1 look 
to  that  country  for  solid  principles  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  and  judicial  example.  You  have 
been  pressed  in  no  small  degree  with  the  manner 
in  wliich  this  publication  marks  the  different  orders 

" . of 


of  our  constitution^  and  comments  upon  them. 
Let  me  shew  you  what  boldness  of  animadversion 
bn  such  topics  is  thought  justifiable  in  the  British 
nation,  and  by  a British  jury.  I have  in  my  hand 
the  report  of  the  trial  of  the  printers  of  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  for  a supposed  libel  against  the 
state,  and  of  their  acquittal : let  me  read  to  you 
some  passages  from  that  publication,  which  ajuiy 
of  Englishmen  were  in  vain  called  upon  to  brand 
with  the  name  of  libel. 

Claiming  it  as  our  indefeisible  right  to  a^so- 
ciate  together,  in  a peaceable  and  friendly  man- 
‘‘  ner,  for  the  communication  of  thoughts,  the 
formation  of  opinions,  and  to  promote  the  ge- 
neral  happiness,  wx  think  it  unnecessary  to  olfep 
any  apology  for  inviting  you  to  join  us  in  this 
manly  and  benevolentpursuit;  thenecessity  of 
the  inhabitants  of  every  comrnunitv  endeavour- 
ing  to  procure atrue knowledge  of  theirrights^ 
their  duties,  and  their  interests,  will  not  be 
denied,  except  by  those  who  are  the  slav  es  of 
prejudice,  or  interested  in  the  continuation 
of  abuses.  As  men  who  wish  to  aspire  to  the 
“ title  of  freemen,  we  totally  deny  the  wisdom 
‘‘  and  the  humanity  of  the  advice,  to  approach 
the  defects  of  government  with  ‘ pious  awe  and 
trembling  solicitude.’  AVhat  better  doctrine 
couldthepopeorthe  tyrants  of  Europe  desire.' 
Wethink,  therefore,  that  the  cause  of  truth  ami 
justice  can  never  be  hurt  by  temperate  and 
honest  discussions 5 and  that  cause  which  will 
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not  bear  sik^Ii  a scrutiny  must  be  system ati- 
“ cfilly  or  practically  bad.  Yv^e  are  sensible 
that  those  who  are  not  friends  to  the  genera! 
good  have  attempted  to  inflame  the  public 
“ mind  with  the  cry  of  ‘Danger,’  whenever  men 
“ have  associated  for  discussing  the  principles  of 
“ government;  and  we  have  little  doubt  but  such 
conduct  will  he  pursued  in  this  place;  we  would - 
“ therefore  caution  every  honest  man,  ^who  has 
really  the  welfare  of  the  nation  at  lieart,  to 
“ avoid  being  led  aw  ay  by  the  prostituted  clamours 
“ of  those  wlio  live  on  the  sources  of  corruption. 
‘‘  We  pity  the  fears  ol'the  timorous,  and  we  are 
**  totally  unconcerned  respecting  the  false  alarms 
“ of  the  venal. 

— « W E view  w'ith  concern  the  frequency  of 
w’ars. — We  are  persuaded  that  the  interests  of 
“ the  poor  can  never  be  promoted  by  accession  of 
“ territory,  when  bought  at  the  expence  of  their 
“ labour  and  blood;  and  we  must  say,  in  tlielan- 
guage  of  a celebrated  author — ‘ We,  w^ho  are 
only  the  people,  but  w ho  paj’for  v.  ars  wdtii  our 
“ substance  and  our  blood,  will  notecase  to  tell 
“ kings,”  or  governments,  “ that  to  them  alone 
“ wars  are  profitable;  that  the  irneandjust  con- 
quests  are  tliose  wdiich.each  makes  at  home,  by 
“ comforting  the  peasantry,  by  promoting  agri- 
“ culture  and  manufactories,  by  multiplying  men 
“ and  the  other  jirodnctionsof  nature;  that  then  it 
is  that  kings  may  call  themselves  the  image  of 
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GoJ,  whose  wili  is  perpetually  directed  to  fbe 
creation  of  new  beings.  If  they  continue  to 
make  us  fight  and  kill  one  another  in  uniform, 
we  will  continue  to  write  and  speak,  until  na- 
tions  shall  be  curcfl  of  this  folly.’ — We  are  cer- 
tain  our  present  heavy  burthens  are  owing,  in' 
a great  measure,  to  cruel  and  impolitic  wars, 
and  therefore  we  will  do  all  on  our  part,  as 
peaceable  citizens  who  have  the  good  of  the 
community  at  heart,  to  enlighten  each  other^ 
and  protest  against  them. 

“ The  present  state  of  the  representation  of 
the  people  calls  for  the  particular  attention  of 
every  man  who  has  humanity  sufficient  to  feel 
for  the  honour  and  happiness  of  his  country ; 
to  the  defects, and  corruptions  of  which  we  are 
inclined  to  attribute  unnecessary  w'ars,  &c.  Sic. 
We  think  it  a deplorable  case  when  the  poor 
must  support  a corruption  which  is  calculated 
to  oppress  them;  when  the  labourer  must  give 
his  money  to  afford  the  means  of  preventing 
him  having  a voice  in  its  disposal;  when  the 
lower  classes  may  say,— We  give  you  our  mo- 
ney,  for  which  we  have  toiled  and  sweat,  and 
which  would  save  our  families  from  cold  and 
hunger;  but  we  think  it  more  hard  that  there 
is  nobody  whom  we  have  delegated,  to  see  that 
it  is  not  improperly  and  wickedly  spent;  we 
‘‘‘  have  none  to  watch  over  our  interests;  the 
rich  only  are  represented.” — 
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— Ax  equal  and  uncorrupt  representation 
“ would,  we  are  persuaded,  save  us  from  heavy  , 
expenses,  and  deliver  us  from  many  oppressi- 
ons; we  will  therefore  do  our  duty  to  procure 
this  reform,  which  appears  to  us  of  the  ut- 
most  importance.  * 

In  sliort,  we  see,  with  the  most  lively  con- 
cern,  an  army  of  placemen,  pensioners,  &c. 
fighting  in  the  cause  of  corruption  and  preju- 
dice,  and  spreading  the  contagion  far  and 
wide.— 

— We  see  with  equal  sensibility  the  present 
outcry  against  reforms,  and  a proclamation 
(tending  to  cramp  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
discredit  the  true  friends  of  the  people),  receiv- 
ing  the  support'of  numbers  of  our  country- 
men. — 


"We  seeburthens  multiplied— the  lower  class- 
es  sinking  into  poverty,  disgrace,  and  excess- 
es,  and  the  means  of  those  shocking  abuses 
increased  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.— 

— We  ask  ourselves — ^ Arew’ein  England  r* 
—Have  our  forefathers  fought,  bled,  and  con- 
queredforliberty  ? And  did  they  not  think  that 
the  fruits  of  their  patriotism  w'ould  be  more 
abundant  in  peace,  plenty, -and  happiness.-— 

— Is  the  condition  of  the  poor  never  to  be 
improved?  Great  Britain  must  have  arrived  at 
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the  highest  degree  of  national  happiness  and 
^ prosperity,  and  our  situation  must  be  too  good 
^ to  be  mended,  or  the  present  outcry  against 
reforms  and  improvements  is  human  and  cri- 
minal.  But  we  hope  our  condition  will  be 
speedily  improved,  and  to  obtain  so  desirable 
a good  is  the  object  our  present  associatioin 
and  union  founded  on  principles  of  benevolenc 
and  humanity;  disclaiming  all  connexion 
with  riots  and  disorder,  but  firm  in  our  pur- 
pose,  and  warm  in  our  aliections  for  liberty. 

Lastly— V/e  in\dte  the  friends  of  freedom 
throughout  Great  Britain  to  form  similar  soci- 
eties,  and  to  act  with  unanimity  and  firmness, 
till  the  people  be  too  wise  to  be  imposed  upon ; 
and  their  influence  in  the  government  be  com- 
**  mensurate  with  their  dignity  and  importance : 

THEN  SHALL  WE  BE  FREE  AND  HAPPY.*’ 

Such,  gentiem,  fs  the  language  which  a sub- 
ject of  Great  Britain  thinks  himself  warranted  to 
hold;  and  upon  such  language  has  the  corrobo- 
rating sanction  of  aBritishJury  been  stamped  by 
a verdict  of  accpiittal.  Such  was  the  honest  and 
Tnanly  freedom  of  publication,  in  a country  too 
where  the  complaint  of  abuses  has  not  half  the- 
foundation  it  has  here.  I said  I loved  to  look  to 
•England  for  principles  of  judicial  example  ; I 
•cannot  but  say  to  you,  that  it  depends  on  your 
.spirit,  whether  1 shall  look  to  it  hereafter  with 
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s\'mpathy  or  with  shame.  Be  pleased,  now, 
gentlemen,  to  consider  whether  the  statement 
of  the  imperfection  in  your  representation  has 
been  made  with  a desire  of  inflaming  an  attack 
upon  the  public  tranquillity,  or  with  an  honest 
purpose  of  procuring  a remedy  for  an  actually 
existing  grievance. 

It  is  imposible  not  to  revert  to  the  situation 
of  the  times ; and  let  me  remind  you,  that  what- 
ever observations  of  this  kind  I am  compelled 
thus  to  make  in  a court  of  justice,  the  uttering 
of  them  in  this  place  is  not  imputable  to  my 
client,  but  to  the  necessity  of  defence  imposed 
upon  him  by  this  extraordinary  prosecution. 

Gentlemen,  the  representation  of  our  people 
is  the  vital  principle  of  their  political  existence; 
without  it  they  are  dead,  or  they  live  only  to  ser- 
vitude ; without  there  are  two  estates  acting  upon 
and  against  the  third,  instead  of  acting  in  co- 
operation with  it,  ’without  it,  if  they  people  are 
oppressed  by  tiieir  judges,  w here  is  the  tribunal 
to  which  their  judges  can  be  amendable?  w’ith- 
out  it,  if  they  are  trampled  upon  and  plundered 
by  a minister,  where  is  the  tribunal  to  which  the 
olfender  shall  be 'amenable?  without  it,  where 
is  the  ear  to  hear,  or  the  heart  to  feel,  or  tiie 
hand  to  redress  their  sulferings^  Sliall  they  be 
found,  let  me  ask  you,  in  the  accursed  bands  of 
imps  and  minions  that  bask  in  their  disgrace,  and 
fatten  upon  their  sijoils,  and  flourish  upon  their 
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ruin  ? Bat  let  me  not  put  this  to  you  as  a merely 
speculative  question.  It  is  a plain  question  of 
fact:  rely  upon  it,*  physical  man  is  every  where 
the  same ; it  is  only  the  various  operation  of  moral 
causes  that  gives  variety  to  the  social  or  individual 
character  and  condition.  How  otherwise  happens 
it,  that  modern  slavery  looks  quietly  at  thedespot, 
on  the  very  spot  where  Leonidas  expired  ? The 
answer  is,  Sparta  has  not  changed  her  climate, 
but  she  has  lost  that  government,  which  her  liber- 
ty could  not  survive. 

I CALL  you,  therefore,  to  the  plain  question  of 
fact.  This  paper  recommends  a reform  in  parlia- 
ment : I put  that  question  to  your  consciences  ; 
do  you  think  it  needs  that  reform  ? I put  it  boldly 
and  fairly  to  you,  do  you  think  the  people  of  Ire- 
land are  represented  as  they  ought  to  be?— <Do 
you  hesitate  for  an  answer  ? If  3^011  do,  letmere- 
mindyou,  that  until  the  last  year  three  millions  of 
your  countrymen  have  the  express  letter  of  the 
lawbeen  excluded  from  the  reality  of  actual,  and 
even  from  the  pliantom  of  virtual  representation. 
Shall  we  then  be  told  that  this  is  only  the  aflirma- 
tionof  a wicked  and  seditious  incendiary  ? If  ^'Oii 
do  not  feel  the  mockery  of  such  a charge,  look  at 
your  country  ; in  what  state  do  you  find  it  ? Is 
it  in  a state  of  tranquillity  and  general  satisfac- 
tion ? These  are  traces  bv  which  good  are  ever  to 
be  distinguished  from  bad  governments,  v/ithout 
any  very  minute  enquiry’  or  specidative  relinc- 
pjenl  ?— do  you  feel  that  a veneration  for  the  law 
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a pious  and  bumble  attachment  to  the  constiiu- 
tion^  form  the  political  morality  of  your  people? 
Do  you  find  that  comfort  and  competency 
among  3'our  people,  which  are  always  to  he 
found  where  a government  is  mild  and  mode- 
rate ; where  taxes  are  imposed  by  a body,  wdio 
have  an  interest  in  treating  the  poorer  orders  with 
compassion,  and  preventing  the  weight  of  taxa- 
lion  from  pressing  sore  upon  them  ? 

GenI'LKMEX,  I mean  not  to  impeach  the  state 
of  your  representation,  I am  not  saying  that  it  is 
defective,  or  that  it  ought  to  be  altered  or  amended ; 
-iior  is  this  a place  forme  to  say,  whether  I think 
that  three  millionsof  the  inhabitants  of  a country, 
whose  wlioie  number  is  but  four,  ought  to  be  ad- 
-initted  to  any  efficient  situation  in  the  state.  It 
may  be  said,  and  truly,  that  tlieseare  not  questions 
lor  either  of  us  directly  to  decide  ; but  you  can- 
not refuse  them  some  passing  consideration  at 
least ; when  you  remeuiber  that  on  this  subject 
the  real  question  for  your  decision  is,  whether 
the  allegation  of  a defect  in  your  constitution  is 
so  utterly  unfounded  and  false,  that  you  can  as- 
cribe il  only  to  the  malice  and  perverseness  of  a 
wicked  mind,  and  not  to  the  innocent  mistake  of 
an  ordinary  understanding;'^— whether  it  may  not 
be  mistake;  whether  it  can  be  only  sedition.  - 

And  here,  gentlemen,  I owm  I cannot  but  re- 
gret, thatoncof  our  countrymen  should  be  crimi- 
nally  pursrx'dforassertingto  the  nece^sity.of  a re- 
form. 


form,  at  the  very  moment,  when  that  necessity 
seems  admitted  by  the  parliament  itself ; that  this* 
unhappy  reform  shall  at  the  same  moment  be  a 
subject  of  legislative  discussion,  and  criminal 
prosecution.  Far  am  I from  imputing  any  sinister 
design  to  the  virtue  or  wisdom  of  our  governriient  ^ 
but  wiio  can  avoid  feeling  the  deplorable  impres- 
sion that  must  be  made  on  the  public  mind,  when 
the  demand  for  that  reform  is  answered  by  a 
criminal  information  I 

I AM  the  more  forcibly  impressed  by  this  con- 
sideration, when  I consider,  that  when  this  informa- 
tion was  first  put  on  the  file,  the  subject  -was  tran- 
siently mentioned  in  the  house  of  commons.  Some 
circumstances  retarded  the  progress  of  the  inquiry 
there,  and  the  progress  of  the  information  Avas 
equally  retarded  here.  The  first  day  of  this  session,, 
you  all  know,  that  subject  was  again  brought  for- 
ward in  the  house  of  commons,  and,  as  if  they  had 
slept  together,  this  prosecution  was  also  revived  in 
the  court  of  king's-bench;  and  that  before  a jury, 
taken  from  a panel  partly  composed  of  those  very 
members  of  parliament,  who,  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, must  debate  upon  this  subject  as  a measure 
of  public  advantage,  which  they  are  here  called 
opon  to  CQn.skler  as  a pubjic  crime.'* 

This  paper,  gentlemen,  insists  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  emancipating  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
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that  1*5  cliarged  as  part  of  the  libel.  If  they 
had  waited  another  j^ear,  if  they  had  kept  this 
})roseeution  impending  for  another  year,  hovv 
mii^h  would  remain  for  a jury  to  decide  upon,  1 
should  be  at  a loss  to  discover.  It  seems  as  if 
the  j)rogress  of  public  information  was  eating 
away  the  ground  of  the  prosecution.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  prosecution,  this  part  of 
the  libel  has  unluckily  received  the  sanction  of  the 
legislature.  In  that  interval  our  catholic  bre- 
thren have  obtained  that  admission,  which  it  seems 
. it  was  a libel  to  propose;  in  what  way  to  account 
for  this,  I am  really  at  a loss.  Have  any  alarms 
been  occasioned  by  the  emancipation  of  our  ca- 
tholic brethren  ? has  the  bigoted  malignity  of 
uuy  individuals  been  crushed  ? or  has  the  stabi- 
lity of  the  government,  or  that  of  the  country 
been  weakened  ? or  is  one  million  of  subjects 
stronger  than  four  millions  ? Do  j^ou  think  that 
the  benefit  they  received  should  be  poisoned  by 
the  sting  of  vengeance  ? If  J^ou  think  so,  you 
must  say  to  them,  “ you  have  demanded  eman- 
‘‘  cipation  and  you  have  got  it ; but  we  abhor 
your  persons,  we  are  outraged  at  your  success 
“ and  we  will  stigmatize  by  a criminal  prosecu- 
tion  the  adviser  of  that  relief  which  you  have 
‘‘  obtained  from  the  voice  of  your  country.’*  I 
ask  you,  do  you  think,  as  honest  men,  anxious 
for  the  public  tranquillity,  conscious  tiiat  there 
are  wounds  not  yet  com [iletely  cicatrized,  tliat 
you  ought  to  speak  this  language  at  this  time,  to 
men  who  are  too  much  disposed  to  think  that  in 
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tills  very  emancipation  they  liavebeen  saved  from 
their  own  parliament  by  the  humanity  of  their 
sovereign?  Or  do  you  wish  to  prepare  them  for 
the  revocation  of  these  improvident  concessions? 
Do  you  think  it  wise  or  humane  at  this  moment 
to  insult  them,  by  sticking  up  in  a pillory  the 
man  who  dared  to  stand  forth  as  their  advocate? 
I put  it  to  your  oaths;  do  you  think,  that  a bles- 
sing of  that  kind,  that  a victory  obtained  by  jus- 
tice over  bigotry  and  oppression,  sliouid  have  a 
stigma  cast  upon  it  by  an  ignominious  sentence 
upon  men  bold  and  honest  enough  to  propose 
that  measure?  to  propose  the  redeeming  of  re- 
ligion from  the  abuses  of  the  church,  the  reclaim- 
ing of  three  millions  of  men  from  bondage,  and 
giving  liberty  to  all  who  had  a right  to  demand 
it;  giving,  Isay,  in  the  so  much  censured  words 
of  this  paper,  giving ‘‘  UNIVERSAL  EM  AN- 
CIPALION  !”  I speak  in  the  spirit  of  the  British 
law,  which  makes  liberty  commensurate  wuth  and 
inseparable  from  British  soil ; which  proclaims 
even  to  the  stranger  and  the  sojourner,  the  mo- 
ment he  sets  his  foot  upon  British  earth,  that  the 
ground  on  which  he  treads  is  holy,  and  conse- 
crated by  the  genius  of  UNIVERSAL  EMAN- 
CIPATION. No  matter  in  what  language  his 
doom  may  have  been  pronounced no  matter 
what  complexion  incompatible  w ith  freedom,  an 
Indian  or  an  African  sun  may  have  burnt  upon 
him; — no  matter  in  what  disastrous  battle  bis 
liberty  may  have  been  cloven  down ; — no  matter 
with  what  solemnities  he  may  have  been  devoted 
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upon  the  altar  of  slavery ; he  first  moment’  he 
touches  the  sacred  soil  of  Britain,  .the  altar  and 
the  God  sink  together  in  the  dust;  his  soul  walks 
abroad  in  her  own  majesty;  his  body  swells  be- 
yond the  measure  of  his  chains,  that  burst  from 
around  him,  and  he  stands  redeemed,  regene- 
rated, and  disenthralled,  by  theirresistible  Genius 
of  UNIVERSAL  EMANCIPATION, 

[Here  Mr.  Curran  was  interrupted  hi/  a sudden 
burst  of  applause  from  the  court  and  lially  which 
zvas  repeated  for  a considerable  length  of  time : s-i* 
knee  being  at  length  restored,  he proceeded.‘\ 

Gentlemen,  I am  not  such  a fool,  as  to  as- 
cribe anv  efihsion  of  this  sort  to  anv  merit  of 
mine.  It  is  the  mighty  theme,  and  not  the  incon- 
siderable advocate,  that  can  excite  interest  in* 
the  hearer!  Vliat  you  hear  is  but  the  testimony 
which  nature  bears  to  her  own  character  ; it  is 
the  efiusion  of  her  gratitude  to  that  power, 
wdiich  stamptthat  character  upon  her. 

. And,  permit  me  to  say,  that  if  my  client  had 
occasion  to  defend  his  cause  by  any  mad  or 
drunken  appeals  to  extravagance  or  licentious- 
ness, I trust  in  God  I stand  in  that  situation,  that, 
humble  as  I am,  lie  would  not  have  resorted  to 
me  to  be  his  advocate,  I was  not  recommended 
to  his  choice  by  any  connection  of  principle  or 
party,  or  even  private  friendship  ; and  saying 
this,  I cannot  but  add,  that  I consider  not  to  be 
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acquainted  with  such  a man  as  Mr.  Rowan,  a 
want  of  personal  good  fortune.  But  upon  this 
'great  subject  of  reform  and  emancipation,  there 
is  a latitude  and  boldness  of  remark,  justifiable 
in  the  people,  and  necessary  to  the  defence  of 
Mr.  Rovvan,  for  which  the  habits  of  professional 
studies,  and  tedinical  adherence  to  established 
forms,  have  rendered  me  unfit.  It  is  however 
my  duty,  standing  here  as  his  advocate,  to 
make  some  few  observations  to  you,  which  I 
t:onceive  to  be  material. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  sitting  in  a country 
•which  has  a right  to  the  British  constitution,  and 
which  is  bound  by  an  indissoluble  union  with  the 
British  nation.  Lf,you  were  now  even  at  liberty 
to  debate  upon  that  subject ; if  you  even  were 
not  by  the  most  solemn  compacts,  founded  upon 
the  authority  of  your  ancestors  and  ofj^ourselves, 
bound  to  that  alliance,  and  had  an  election  now 
:to  make  ; in  the  present  unhappy  state  of  Eu- 
rope, if  you  had  been  .heretofore  a stranger  to 
Great  Britain,  you  would  now  say,  we  \vill  en- 
ter into  society  and  union  ivith  you., 

Vna  salus  ambohus  e.rit,  comvume  periculiivi. 

But  to  accomplish  that  union,  let.  me  tell  you, 
you  must  learn  to  become  like  the  English  peo- 
ple. It  is  vain  to  say.  you  will  protect  their 
freedom,  if  you  abandon  vour  own.  The  pillar 
v/hose  base  has  no  foundation,  can  give  no  snp- 
• Z fJ!  port 
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port  to  the  dome  under  which  its  head  is  placed; 
and  if  you  profess  to  give  England  that  assistance 
which  you  refuse  to  yourselves,  she  will  laugh  at 
your  folly,  and  despise  your  meanness  and  insin- 
cerity. Letusfollow  thisa  liltle  further,  I know 
you  will  interpret  what  I say  with  the  candour  in 
which  itis spoken.  ' England  ismarked  by  a na- 
tural avarice  of  freedom,  which  she  is  studious  to 
engross  and  accumulate,  but  most  unwilling  to 
impart;  whether  from  an}^* necessity  of  her  po- 
licy, or  from  'her  weakness,  or  from  her  pride, 

I will  not  presume  to  say,  but  so  is  the  fact ; 
you  need  not  look  to  the  east,  nor  to  the  west, 
you  need  only  look  to  yourseh’es. 

Iv  order  to  confirm  this  observation,  I would 
appeal  to  what  fell  from  the  learned  council  for 
the  crown,  “ that  notwithstanding  the  alliance 
subsisting  for  two  centuries  past  between  the 
“ two  countries,  the  date  of  liberty  in  one  goes 
no  farther  back  than  the  year  1784.” 

iFit  acquired  additional  confirmation,  I should 
state  the  case  of  the  invaded  American,  and  the 
subjugated  Indian,  to  prove,  that  the  policy  of 
England  has  ever  been  to  govern  her  connexions 
more  as  colonies  than  as  allies  ; and  it  must  be 
owing  to  the  great  spirit  indeed  of  Ireland  if  she 
shall  continue  free.  Rely  upon  it  she  will  ever 
have  to  hold  her  course  against  an  adverse  cur- 
rent ; rely  upon  it,  if  tlie  popular  spring  does 
not  continue  strong  and  elastic,  a short  interval 
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of  debilitated  nerve  and  broken  force  will  send 
you  down  the  stream  again,  and  reconsign  you 
to  the  condition  of  a province. 

If  such  should  become  the  fate  of  your  con- 
stitution, ask  yourselves  what  must  be  the  motive 
-of  -your  government?  It  is  easier  to  govern  a 
province  by  a faction,  than  to  govern  a co-ordi- 
nate countrj''  by  co-ordinate  means.  I do  not 
say  it  is  now,  but  it  will  be  always  thought  easi- 
est by  the  managers  of  the  day,  to  govern  the 
Irish  nation  by  the  agency  of  such  a faction,  as 
long  as  this  country  shall  be  found  willing  to  let 
her  connexion  with  Great  Britain  be  preserved 
only  by  her  own  degradation.  In  such  a preca- 
rious and  wretched  state  of  things,  if  it  shall  ever 
be  found  to  exist,  the  true  friend  of  Irish  liberty, 
and  British  connexion,  vrill  see,  that  the  only 
means  of  saving  both  must  be,  as  lord  Chatbam 
expressed  it,  “ the  infusion  of  new  health  and 
“ blood  into  the  constitution.”  He  will  see  how 
deep  a stake  each  country  has  in  the  liberty  of 
the  other;  he  will  see  what  a bulwark  he  adds  to 
the  common  cause,  by  giving  England  a co-or- 
dinate, and  co-interested  ally,  instead  of  an  oj>- 
pressed,  enfeebled  and  suspected  dependant;  lie 
wdll  see  how  grossly  the  credulity  of  Britain  is, 
abused  by  those,  who  make  her  believe  that  her 
interest  is  promoted  by  our  depression;  he  whll 
see  the  desperate  precipice  to  which  she  ap- 
proaches by  such  conduct,  and*with  an  animated 
and  generous  piety  he  will  labour  to  avert  her 
danger. 
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But,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  v;hat  is  like  :to 
he  his  fate  ? The  interest  of  the  sovereign  must  be 
for  ever  the  Interest  of  his  people ; because  his  in- 
terest lives  beyond  his  life: — It  must  live  in  his 
fame,  it  must  live  in  the  tenderness  of  his  solici- 
tude for  an  unborn  posterity  it  must  live  in 
that  lieart-attacliiug  bond  by  udnch  millions  of 
men  have  united  the  destinies  of  themselves  and 
their  children  with  his,  and  call  him  by  the  en- 
dearing appellation  of  KING  AND  katherof  hj$ 
PEOPLE. 

But  what  can  be  the  interest  of  such  a go- 
vernment as  I have  described?  Not  the  interest  of 
the  king,  not  the  interest  of  the  people  ; but  tire 
sordid  interest  of  tlie  hour ; the  interest  in  deceiv- 
ing the  one,  and  in  oppressing  and  defaming  the 
other : the  interest  of  unpunished  rapine  and  un- 
merited favour : that  odious  and  abject  interest, 
that  prompts  them  to  extinguish  public  spirit  in 
})unisliment  or  in  bribe,  and  to  pursue  every 
man,  even  to  death,  who  has  sense  to  see,  and  in- 
tegrity and  firmness  enough  to  abhor  and  to  op- 
yiose  them.  What  therefore,  I say,  will  be  the 
fate  of  the  man,  who  embarks  in  an  enterprise 
of  so  much  difficulty  and  danger?  I wdll  not  an- 
swer it. — Upon  that  hazard  has  my  client  put 
every  thing  that  can  be  dear  to  man ; — his  fame, 
ids  fortune,  his  person,  his  liberty,  and  his  chil- 
dren ; but  with  what  event  your  verdict  only  can 
unswer,  and  to  that  I refer  your  country. 

There 


I’lIERE  isafcHirth  point  remaining.  Saystbis pa- 
per, For  both  these  purposes,  it  appears  neces- 
sary,  that  provincial  conventions  should  assemble 
preparatory  to  the  convention  of  tlie  protestan^ 
people.  The  delegates  of  the  catholic  body  are 
not  justified  in  communicating  with  individuals,. 
**  or  even  bodies  of  inferior  authority,  and  there- 
fore  an  assembly  of  a similar  nature  and  organ- 
ization  is  necessary  to  establish  an  intercourse 
‘‘  of  sentiment,  an  uniformity  of  conduct,  an  uni- 
ted  cause,  and  an  united  nation.  If  a conveii- 
tion  on  the  one  })art  does  not  soon  folio  w,  and  is 
not  soon  connected  with  that  on  the  other,  the 
‘‘  common  cause  will  split  into  the  partial  inte- 
“ rest ; the  people  will  relax  into  inattention  and 
inertness,  the  union  of  affection  and  exertion 
‘‘  will  dissolve,  and  too  probably  some  local  in- 
“ surrection,  instigated  by  the  malignity  of  our 
common  enem}",  may  commit  the  character 
‘‘  and  risque  the  tranquillity  of  the  island,  which 
‘‘  can  be  obviated  only  by  the  influence  of  an  as- 
seinbly  arising  from,  assimilated  with  the  peo- 
pie,  and  whose  spirit  may  be,  as  it  were  knit, 
with  the  soul  of  the  nation,  unless  the  sense  of 
the  protestant  people  be  on  their  part  as  fairly 
collected  and  as  judiciously  directed,  unless 
individual  exertion  consolidates  into  collective 
‘‘  strength,  unless  the  particles  unite  into  one 
mass,  we  may  perhaps  serve  some  person  or 
some  party  for  a little,  but  the  public  not  at  al  i ; 
“ the  nation  is  neither  insolent,  nor  rcbeHioii.<, 
nprseditious  ; while  itknovvs  its  rights,  itisiin- 
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willing  to  manifest  its  powers;  it  would  rather 
supplicate  administration  to  anticipate  revolu- 
tion  by  well-timed  reform,  and  to  save  their 
country  in  mercy  to  themselves.*’ 

GentLKMEN,  it  is  with  something  more  than 
common  reverence,  it  is  with  a species  of  terror 
that  I am  obliged  to  tread  this  ground. — But 
what  is  the  idea  put  in  the  strongest  point  of 
view.-— Wa  are  willing  not  to  manifest  our  pow- 
ers, but  to  supplicate  administration,  to  antici- 
pate revolution,  that  the  legislative  may  save 
the  country  in  mercy  to  itself. 

LETme  suggest  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  there 
are  some  circumstances,  w’hich  have  happened 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  that  may  better 
serve  as  a comment  upon  this  part  of  the  case 
than  any  I can  make.  I am  not  bound  to  defend 
Mr.  Rowan  as  to  the  truth  or  wisdon  of  the  opi- 
nions he  may  have  formed.  But  if  he  did  really 
conceive  the  situation  of  the  country  such,  as 
that  the  not  redressing  her  grievances  might  lead 
to  a convulsion,  and  of  such  an  opinion  not  even 
]\Ir.  Rowan  is  answerable  here  for  the  wisdom, 
much  less  shall  I insinuate  any  idea  of  my  own 
upon  so  awful  a subject  ; but  if  he  did  so  con- 
ceive the  fact  to  be,  and  acted  from  the  fair  and 
honest  suggestion  of  a mind  anxious  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  1 must  confess,  gentlemen,  I do  not 
know  in  what  pjirt  of  tlie  British  constitution  to 
tind  the  principle  of  his  criminality. 

But, 
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But,  be  pleased  further  to  consider,  that  he  can- 
not be  understood  to  put  tlie  fact  on  which  he  ar- 
gues on  the  authority  of  liis  assertion . The  condi- 
1 ion  of  Ireland  was  as  open  to  the  observation  of 
every  othernian,  as  to  that  of  Mr.  Rowan  ; what 
then  does  this  part  of  the  publication  amount  to  ? 
In  my  mind,  simply  to  tliis:  The  nature  of  op- 
pression in  all  countries  is  such,  that,  although  it 
nuiy  be  borne  to  a certain  degree,  it  crnnot  be 
borne  beyond  that  degree.  You  lindthat  exem- 
plified in  Great  Britain;  you  findthepeopieof  En- 
gland patient  to  a certain  point,  but  patient  no  lon- 
ger. Tiiat infatuated  monarch,  James II.  experi- 
enced this.  The  timedid  come,  when  the  measure 
of  popular  sufferings  and  popular  patience  w^as 
full  3 when  a single  drop  was  sufficient  to  make  the 
watersof  bitterness  to  overflow.  I think  this  mea- 
sure in  Ireland  is  brimbd  at  present;  I think  the 
stateof  the  representation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment is  a grievance;  I think  the  utterexclusion  of 
three  niillionsof  people  is  a grievance  of  that  kind 
thatthepeople  are  not  likely  long  toendnj-e,  and 
the  continuation  of  which  may  plunge  the  country 
intothatstateofdespair  which  wrongs  exasperated 
by  perseverance  never  fail  to  produce.  But  to 
wlium  iseven  this  language  addressed?  Not  to  the 
body  of  the  people  on  whose  temper  and  modera- 
tion, ifonce  excited,  peril?  ps  not  niuch  confidence 
could  he  placed;  but  to  that  authoritative  body, 
vvhoso^  influence  and  power  would  have  restrained 
the  exccssesof  the  irritable  and  tumultuous;  and 
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for  that  purpose  expressly  does  this  publication  ad* 
dress  the  volunteers.  We  are  told  that  we  are  in 
danger; — I call  upon  you,  the  great  constitutional 
saviours  of  Ireland,  to  defend  the  country  to  which 
3^ou  have  given  political  exlstence,andtouse  what- 
ever sanction  j^our  great  name,  your  sacred  cha- 
racter, and  the  weight  you  have  in  the  coinmunit}^ 
must  give  yon  to  repress  wicked  designs,  if  any 
there  are.  We  feel  ourselves  strong.  The  people 
are  always  strong ; the  puldic  chains  can  only  be 
rivetted  by  the  public  Iiands.  Look  to  those  de- 
voted regions  of  southern  despotism  ; behold  the 
expiri  ng  v ictirn  on  his  knees,  presenting  the  j avel  i ii 
reeking  with  his  blood  to  the  ferocious  monster 
■who  returns  it  into  his  hea.^t.  Call  not  that  mon- 
ster the  tyrant:  he  is  no  more  than  the  executioner 
of  that  inhuman  tyranny,  wliich  the  people  prac- . 
tice  upon  themselves,  and  of  'which  he  is  only  re^ 
served  to  be  a later  victim  than  the  wretch  he  has 
sent  before.  Look  to  a nearer  country,  where  the 
sanguinary  characters  are  more  legible;  whence 
you  almost  hear  the  groans  of  death  and  torture. 
Do  you  ascribe  the  rapine  and  murder  in  France 
> to  the  few  names  that  we  are  execrating  here  ? 
or  do  you  not  see  that  it  is  the  plirensy  of  an  in- 
furiated multitude,  'abusing  its  owm  strength,  and 
practising  those  hideous  abominations  upon  it- 
self. Against  the  violence  of  this  strength,  let 
your  virtue  and  influence  be  our  safeguard. 
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WilAT  criminality,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  can 
you  find  in  this  ? what  at  any  time  ? but  I ask 
3"*ou,  peculiarly  at  this  momentous  period,  Avhat 
guilt  can  you  find  in  it?  My  client  saw  the  scene 
of  horror  and  blood  which  covers  almost  the  face 
of  Europe:  he  feared  that  causes,  which  he  thought 
similar,  might  produce  similar  effects,  and  he  seeks 
to  avert  those  dangers  by  calling  the  united  virtue 
and  tried  moderation  af  the  countiy  into  a state  of 
strength  and  vigilance.  Yet  this  is  the  conduct 
which  the  prosecution  of  this  dhy  seeks  to  punish 
and  stigmatij^C  ' and  this  is  the  language  for  which 
this  paper  is  reprobated  to-day,  as  tending  to  turn 
the  hearts  of  the  people  against  their  sovereign^ 
and  inviting  them  to  overturn  the  constitution. 

Let  us  now,  gentlemen,€onsider  the  concluding 
partof  thispublication.  It  recommends  a meeting 
of  the  petiple  to  deliberate  on  constitulioiial  me- 
thods of  redressing  grievances.  Upon  tliis  subject 
I am  inclined  to  suspect  that  I have  in  my  youth 
taken  up  crude  ideas,  not  founded,  perhaps,  in 
law;  but  I did  imagine,  that  when  the  bill  of  rights 
restored  the  right  of  petitioning  fur  the  redress  of 
grievances,  it  was  understood  that  the  people 
might  boldly  state  among  themselves  that  grie- 
vances did  exist ; I did  imagine  it  was  understood 
that  the  people  might  lawfully  assemble  tliem- 
selves  in  such  manner  as  thev  might  deem  mo>t 
orderly  and  decorous.  1 tliought  I had  collected 
it  from  tlie  greatest  lumiiuii'iis  of  tlie  law.  Tim 
|>v)wer  of  petioning  sf-euicd  to  Jiie  to  imply  tlie 
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right  of  assembling  for  the  purpose  of  deliberation. 
The  law  jequiring  a petition  to  be  presented  by 
a limited  number,  seemed  to  me  to  admit  that 
the  petition  might  be  prepared  by  any  number 
whatever,  provided,  in  doing  so,  they  did  not 
commit  any  breach  or  violation  of  the  public 
peace.  I know  that  there  has  been  a law  passed 
in  the  Irisli  parliament  of  last  year,  which  may 
bring  my  former  opinion  into  a merited  want  of 
authority.  The  law  declares  that  no  body  of  men 
may  delegate  a power  to  any  smaller  number,  to 
act,  think,  or  petition  for  them.  If  tliat  law  had  - 
not  passed  I should  have  thought  that  the  assem- 
bling by  a delegate  convention  was  recommended, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  tumult  and  disorder  of  a pro- 
miscuous assembly  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. I should  have  conceived  before  that  act, 
that  any  law  to  abrige  the  orderly  appointm.ent 
of  the  few  to  consult  for  the  interest  of  the  many, 
and  thus  force  the  many  to  consult  by  themselves, 
or  not  at  all,  would  in  fact  be  a law  not  to  res- 
train but  to  promote  insurrection.  But  that  law 
has  spoken,  and  my  error  must  stand  corrected. 

Of  this,  however,  let  me  remind  you,  you  are 
to  try  this  part  of  the  publication  by  what  the 
law  was  then,  lut  by  what  it  is  now.  How  was 
it  understood  until  last  session  of  parliament  ? 
You  had  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  for  the 
last  ten  years,  these  delegated  meetings.  The 
volunteers  of  Ireland,  in  1783,  met  by  delegation ; 
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they  framed  a plan  of  parliamentary  reform ; they 
presented  it  to  the  representative  wisdom  of  the 
nation ; it  was  not  received ; but  no  man  ever 
dreamed  that  it  was  not  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  subject  to  assemble  in  that  manner.  They 
assembled  by  delegation  at  Dungannon,  and  to 
shew  the  idea  then  entertained  of  the  legality  of 
their  public  conduct,  that  same  body  of  volun- 
teers was  thanked  by  both  houses  of  parliament, 
and  their  delegates  most  graciously  received  at 
the  throne.  The  other  day,  you  had  <]elegated 
representatives  ofthecatholicsof  Ireland,  publicly 
elected  by  the  members  of  that  persuasion,  and 
sitting  in  convention  in  the  heart  of  your  capital, 
carrying  on  an  actual  treaty  with  the  existing  go- 
vernment, and  under  the  eye  of  your  own  parlia- 
ment, which  was  then  assembled ; you  have  seen 
the  delegates  from  that  convention  carry  the 
complaints  of  their  grievances  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne  j from  whence  tliey  brought  back  to  that 
convention  the  auspicious  tidings  of  that  redress 
which  they  had  been  refused  at  home. 

Such,  gentlemen,  have  been  the  means  of  po- 
pular communication  and  discussion,  which  until 
the  last  session  have  been  deemed  legal  in  this 
country ; as  happily  for  the  sister  kingdom,  they 
are  yet  considered  there, 

I DO  not  complain  of  this  act  as  any  infraction 
of  popular  liberty  ^ 1 should  not  think  it  becom- 
ing in  me  to  express  any  complaint  against  a law, 
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wlicn  rnce  become  such.,  1 observe  only,  that 
one  mode  of  popular  deliberation  is  thereby  taken 
' ritterly  away,  and  you  are  reduced  to  a situation 
in  which  you  never  stood  before.  You  are  living 
in  a country,  where  the  constitution  is  rightly 
stated  to  be  only  ten  years  old  ; where  the  people 
have  not  the  ordinary  rudiments  of.edueation.  it 
is  a melancholy  story,  that  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people  liere  have  less  means  of  being  en- 
lightened  than  the  same  class  of  people  in  any 
other  country.  If  there  l^e  no  means  left  by 
which  public  measures  can  be  cauvassed,  what 
^will  be  the  consequence  ? Where  the  press  is  free 
and  discussion  unrestrained,  the  mind,  by  the  col- 
lision of  intercourse,  gets  rid  of  its  v.wn  asperities, 
a sort  of  insensible  perspiration  takes  place  in  the 
hody  politic,  by  which  those  acrimonies,  which 
would  otherwise  fester  and  inflame,  are  quietly 
dissolved  and  dissipated.  But  now,  if  any  aggre- 
giite  assembly  shall  meet,  they  are  censured  ; if 
a printer  publislies  their  resolutions,  he  is  punish- 
ed. Rightly  to  be  sure  in  both  cases,  for  it  has 
been  lately  done.  If  the  people  say,  let  us  not 
create  tumult,  but  meet  in  delegation,  they  can- 
not do  it ; if  they  are  anxious  to  promote  parlia- 
nienlary  reform  in  that  way,  they  cannot  do  it  ; 
the  law  of  tlie  last  session  lias  for  the  first  time 
declared  such  meetings  to  be  a crime.  What  then 
I'emains?  The  liberty  of  the  press  ONLY;  that 
sacred  palladium,  which  no  influence,  no  power, 
no  minister,  no  government,  which  nothing  but 
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the  depravity,  or  folly,  or  corruption  of  a jury^ 
can  ever  destroy. — And  what  calamities  are  the 
people  saved  from  by  having  public  communica- 
tion left  open  to  them  ? I will  tell  you,  gentlemen 
what  they  are  saved  from,  and  .what  the  govern- 
ment is  saved  from  ? I will  tell  you  also  to  what 
both  are  exposed  by  shutting  up  that  communica- 
tion. In  one  case  sedition  speaks  aloud,  and 
walks  abroad  3 the  demagogue  goes  forth  ; the 
public  eye  is  upon  him  ; he  frets  his  busy  hour 
upon  the  stage;  but  soon  either  weariness,  or  bribe 
or  punishment,  or  disappointment,  bear  him  down, 
or  drive  him  oiT,  and  he  appears  no  more.  In  the 
other  case,  how  does  the  work  of  sedition  go  for- 
ward ? Night  after  night  the  muffled  rebel  steals 
forth  in  the  dark,  and  casts  another  and  another 
brand  upon  the  pile,  to  which,  when  the  hour  of 
fatal  maturity  shall  arrive,  he  will  apply  the  flame. 
If  you  doubt  of  the  horrid  consequences  of  sup- 
pressing the  effusion  even  of  individual  discontent, 
look  to  those  enslaved  countries  where  the  protec- 
tion of  despotism  is  supposed  to  be  secured  by 
such  /restraints.  Even  the  person  of  the  despot 
there  is  never  in  safetj^.  Neither  the  fears  of  the 
despot,  nor  the  machinations  of  the  si sive  have  any 
slumber,  the  one  anticipatingthcmoment  of  peril, 
the  other  watching  the  opportunity  of  aggression. 
The  fatal  crisis  is  equally  a surprise  upon  both  ; 
the  decisive  instant  is  precipitated  w i thout  warning 
by  folly  on  the  one  side,  orby  phrensy  ontheotlier, 
and  there  is  no  notice  of  the  treason  tiU  the  trait. 
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ur  acts.  la  those  unfortunate  countries  (one  can- 
not  read  it  without  horror)  there  are  oHicers,  whosKi 
province  it  is,  to  have  the  water,  which  is  to  be 
drunk  by  their  rulers,  sealed  up  in  bottles,  lest 
some  wretched  miscreant  should  throw  poison 
into  the  drauglit. 

But,  gentlemen,  if  yow  wish  for  a nearer  and 
more  interesting  example,  you  have  it  in  the  his- 
tory of  your  own  revolution;  you  have  it  at  that 
memorable  period,  when  the  monarch  found  a 
servile  acquiescence  in  the  ministers  of  his  folly ; 
when  the  li^rty  of  the  press  was  troelden  under 
foot ; when  venal  sheriffs  returned  packed  juries 
to  carry  into  effect  those  fatal  conspiracies  of  the 
few  against  the  many ; when  tlie  devoted  benches 
of  public  justice  were  filled  by  some  of  those 
foundlings  of  fortune,  who,  overwhelmed  in  the 
torrent  of  corruption  at  an  early  period,  lay  at 
the  bottom  likedrowned  bodies,  while  soundness 
or  sanity  remained  in  them  ; but  at  length,  be- 
coming buoyant  by  putrefaction,  they  rose  as 
they  rotted,  and  floated  to  the  surface  of  the  pol- 
luted stream,  where  they  were  drifted  along,  tlic 
object  of  terror,  and  contagion,  and  abomination. 

In  that  av/ful  moment  of  a nation’s  travail ; of 
the  last  gasj)  of  tyranny,  and  the  first  breath  of 
freedom,  how  pregnant  is  the  example  ? The 
press  extinguished,  the  people  enslaved,  and  the 
prince  undone.  As  the  advocate  of  society,  there- 
fore 
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fore,  of  peace,  of  domestic  liberty,  and  the  lasting 
union  of  the  two  countries,  T conjure  you  to 
guard  the  liberty  of  the  press,  that  great  centinel 
of  the  state,  that  grand  detector  of  public  impos- 
ture: guard  it,  l)ecause,  when  it  sinks,  there 
sinks  with  it,  in  one  common  grave,  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  and  the  security  of  the  crown. 

Gentlemen,  I am  glad  that  this  question  has’ , 
not  been  brought  forward  earlier;  1 rejoice  for 
the  sake  of  the  court,  of  the  jury,  and  of  the  pub- 
lic repose,  that  this  question  has  not  been  brought 
forward  till  now.  In~  Great  Britain  analogous 
circumstances  have  taken  place.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  that  unfortunate  war  which  has 
deluged  Europe  with  blood,  the  spirit  of  the  Eng- 
lish people  was  tremblingly  alive  to  the  teiTor  of 
French  principles;  at  that  moment  of  general 
paroxysm,  to  accuse  was  to  convict.  The  danger 
loomed  larger  to  the  public  eye,  from  the  misty 
region  through  which  it  was  surveyed.  We  mea- 
sure inaccessible  heights  by  the  shadows  which 
they  project,  where  the  lowness  and  ihe  distance 
of  the  light  form  the  length  of  the  shade. 

There  is  a sort  of  aspiring  and  adventurous 
credulity,  which  disdains  assenting  to  obvious 
truths,  and  delights  in  catching  at  the  improba- 
bility of  circumstances,  as  its  best  ground  of  faith. 
To  wliat  otlier  cause,  gentlemen,  can  you  ascribe 
that  in  the  wise,  the  reflecting,  and  the  philoso- 

B.b  phic 


i86 


phic  nation  of  Great  Britain,  a printer  has  been 
■gravely  found  guilty  of  a libel,  for  publishing 
those  resolutions  to  which. the  present  minister 
of  that  kingdom  had  actually  subscribed  his 
name?  To  what  other  cause  can  you  ascribe, 
what  in  my  mind  is  still  more  astonishing,  in 
such  a country  as  Scotland — a nation  cast  in  the 
happy  medium  between  the  spiritless  acquiescence 
of  submissive  poverty,  and  the  sturdy  credulity 
of  pampered  wealth  ; cool  and  ardent;  adven- 
turous and  persevering;  winging  her  eagle  flight 
against  the  blaze  of  every  science,  with  an  eye 
that  never  winks,  and  a wing  that  never  tires  ; 
crowned  as  she  is  with  the  spoils  of  every  art, 
and  decked  with  the  wreath  of  every  muse,  from 
Ihedeej)  andscrulinizing  researches  ofher  Hume, 
to  the  sweet  and  simple,  but  not  less  sublime  and 
pathetic  morality  other  Burns — how,  from  the  bo- 
som of  acountrylikethat,  genius,  and  character, 
and  talents,  should  be  banished  to  a distant  bar- 
barous soil;*  condemned  to  pine  under  the  horrid 
communion  of  vulgar  vice  and  baseborn  profli- 
gacy, for  twice  the  period  that  ordinary  calcu- 
lation gives  to  the  continuance  of  human  life  ? 

But  I will  not  further  press  any  idea  that  is 
painful  to  me,  and  I am  sure  must  be  painful  to 
you:  I will  only  say,  you  have  now  an  example, 
of  wdiich  neither  England  nor  Scotland  had  the 

advantage^ 

* IMn.  Cl^ruan  alludes  to  the  sentence  of  transportation  passed 
in  Scotland  upon  Mr.  Muir,  kt.  &c. 
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advaiitage;  you  have  the  example  of  .the  paiiic^ 
the  infatuation,  and  the  contrition  of  both.  Itis 
now  for  you  to  decide,  whether  you  will  profit 
by  their  experience  of  idle  panic  and  idle  regret, 
or  whether  you  meanly  prefer  to  palliate  a ser- 
vile imitation  of  their  frailty,  by  a paltry  affec- 
tation of  their  repentance.  It  is  now  for  you  to 
shew,  that  you  are  not  carried  away  by  the  same 
hectic  delusions  to  acts,  of  which  no  tears  can 
wash  away  the  fatal  consequences,  or  the  inde- 
lible reproach. 

Gentlemen,  I have  been  warning  you  bj^  in- 
stancesof  public  intellect  suspended  or  obscured; 
let  me  rather  excite  you  by  the  example  of  that 
intellect  recovered  and  restored.  In  that  case 
which  Mr.  attorney  general  has  cited  himself,  I 
mean  that  of  the  trial  of  Lambert  in  England,  is 
there  a topic  of  invective  against  constituted  au- 
thorities; is  there  a topic  of  abuse  against  every 
<iepartmeiit  of  British  government,  that  you  do 
uot  find  in  the  most  glowing  and  unqualified 
terms  in  that  publication,  for  which  the  pi  inter 
of  it  was  prosecuted,  and  acquitted  by  an  English 
jury?  See  too  what  a dilfcrencc  there  is  between 
the  case  of  a man  publishing  his  own  opinion  of 
facts,  thinking  that  he  is  bound  by  duty  to  hazard 
the  promulgation  of  them,  and  without  the  re- 
motest liopeof  any  personal  advantage,  and  that 
of  a man  who  makes  publication  his  trade.  And 
saying  this,  let  me  not  be  inisunder.^tood.  It  is 
U b V n'.>  i 
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ilot  my  province  to  enter  into  any  abstract  de- 
fence of  the  opinions  of  any  man  upon  public 
subjects.  I do  not  afTirniatively  state  to  yon  that 
these  grievances,  which  this  paper  supposes,  do 
in  fact  exist : yet  I caiinot  but  say,  that  the  mo- 
vers of  this  prosecution  have  forced  this  question 
upon  you.  Their  motives  and  their  rrierits,  like 
those  of  all  accusers,  are  put  in  issue  before  you; 
and  1 need  not  tell  3'ou  how  strongly  the  motive 
and  merits  of  anv  informer  ou2:ht  to  iiitliience 
the  fate  of  his  accusation. 

I AGREE  most  implicitly  with  ^fr.  attorney  ge- 
neral, that  nothing  can  bemore  criminal  than  an 
attempt  to  work  a change  in  the  government  by 
armed  force;  and  I entreat  that  the  court  will 
not  suffer  any  expression  of  mine  to  be  consider- 
ed as  giving  encourag^ement  or  defence  to  any 
design  to  excite  disaffection,  to  overawe  or  to 
overturn  the  government.  But  I put  my  client’s 
case  upon  another  ground  : — if  he  w as  led  into 
an  opinion  of  grievances,  where  there  w^ere  none ; 
if  he  thought  tliere  ought  to  be  a reform,  where 
none  was  necessarj^  he  is  answerable  only  for 
his  intention.  ’ He  can  be  answerable  to  you  in, 
the  same  way  only  that  he  is  answ^erable  to  that 
God,  before  whom  the  accuser,  the  accused, 
and  the  judge  must  cippear  together  ; that  is, 
not  for  the  clearness  of  his  understanding,  but 
for  the  purity  of  his  heart. 
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Gentlemen,  Mr.  attorney  general  has  said, 
that  Mr.  Rowan  did  by  tliis  publication  (sup- 
posing it  to  be  his)  recommend,  under  the  name 
of  equality,  a general  indiscriminate  assumption 
of  public  rule  by  every  the  nieanest  person  in  the 
.state.  Low  as  w'e  are  in  point  of  public  informa- 
tion, there  is  not,  I believe,  any  man,  who  thinks 
for  a moment,  that  does  not  know%  that  all  which , 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  of  any  country,  can 
have  from  any  government,  is  a fair  encourage- 
ment to  their  industry,  and  protection  for  the 
fruits  of  their  labour.  And  there  is  scarcely  any 
man,  1 believe,  who  does notknow,  that,  ifapeople 
could  become  so  silly  as  to  abandon  their  stations 
in  society,  under  pretence  of  governing  them- 
selves, they  would  become  the  dupes  and  the  vic- 
tims of  their  own  folly.  But  does  this  publication 
recommend  any  such  infatuated  abandonment,  or 
any  such  desperate  assumption?  I will  read  the 
words  which  relate  to  tl)at  subject ; “ By  liberty 

we  never  understood  unlimited  freedom,  nor  by 
“ equality  the  levelling  of  property  orthedestruc- 
“ tion  of  subordination.”  1 ask  you,  vvdtliwhat 
justice,  upon  what  principle  of  common  sense, 
you  can  charge  a man  with  the  publication  of  sen- 
timents, the  very  reverse  of  what  his  Avordsatow  ? 
and  that,  when  there  is  no  collateral  evidence, 
where  there  is  no  foundation  whatever,  save  those 
very  Avords,  by  Avhich  liis  meaning  can  be  ascer- 
tained ? or  if  you  do  adopt  an  arbitrary  princi[>le' 
of  imputing  to  himye.v;'  meaning  instead  of  Lis 
' own. 
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ou'ii,  what  public«ation  can  be  guiltless  or  safe:  It 
is  a sort  of  accusaiion  that  I am  ashamed  and 
s'orry  to  see  introduced  in  a*court  acting  on  the 
principles  of  the  British  constitution. 

In  the  bitterness  of  reproach  it  v/as  said,  Out 
“ thine  own  mouth  will  I condemn  thee;”  from 
the  severity  of  justice  I demand  no  more.  See  if 
in  the  words  that  have  been  s[K)kcn,  you  can  find 
matter  to  acquit,  or  to  condemn  : By  liberty 

we  never  understood  unlimited  freedom,  nor  by 
“ equalitythe  levelling  of  property,  or  the  destruc- 
tion  of  subordination. — This  is  a calumny  in-' 
vented  by  that  faction  or  that  gang,  which  mis- 
‘‘  represents  the  king  to  the  people,  and  the  people 
to  the  king,  traduces  one  half  of  the  nation  to 
“ cajole  the  other,  and,  by  keeping  up  distrust  and 
division,  wishes  to  continue  the  proud  arbitrators 
of  the  fortune  and  fate  of  Ireland.”  Here  you 
find  that  meaning  disclaimed  as  a calumny,  which 
is  artfully  imputed  as  a crime. 

I SAY  therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  as  to  the 
four  parts  into  which  the  publication  must  be  di- 
vided, I answer  thus.  It  calls  upon  the  volunteers. 
Consider  the  time,  the  danger,  theauthority  of  the 
prosecutors  themselves  for  believing  that  danger  to 
exist,  the  high  character,  the  known  moderation 
the  approved  loyalty  of  that  venerable  institution 
the  similarity  of  the  circumstances  between  the 
period  at  which  they  were  summoned  to  take  arms, 

and 


and  that  in  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to 
reassume  them.  Upon  this  simple  groiuid,  gen- 
tlemen, you  will  decide,  whether  this  part  of  the 
publication  was  libellous  and  criminal,  or  not. 


As  to  reform,  I could  wish  to  have  said  nothing 
upon  it : I believe  I have  said  enough  : if  Mr. 
Rowan  in  disclosing  that  opinion  thought  the 
state  required  it,  he  acted  like  an  honest  man. 
For  the  rectitude  of  the  opinion  he  was  not  f^n- 
swerable;  he  discharged  his  dutj'  in  telling  the 
country  that  he  thought  so. 

As  to  the  emancipation  of  the  catholics,  I can-' 
not  but  say  that  Mr.  attorney  general  did  very 
wisely  in  keeping  clear  of  that  subject.  Yet,  gen- 
tlemen, I need  not  tell  you  how  important  a figure 
it  was  intended  to  make  upon  the  scene ; though, 
from  unlucky  accidents,  it  has  become  necessary 
to  expunge  it  during  the  rehearsal.* 


Of  tlieconcludingpart  of  this  publication;  the 
convention  which  it  recommends,  I have  spoken 
already.  I wish  not  to  trouble  you  with  saying 
moreupon  it.  I feel  that  I have  already  trespassed 
much  upon  your  patience.  In  truth,  upon  a sub- 
ject embracing  such  a variety  of  topics,  a rigid 
observance  cither  of  conciseness  or  ai:^angement 
could  perhaps  scarcely  be  expected.  It  is  how- 
ever 


* Between  the  period  of  the  publication  and  prosecution, 
the  legislature  liad,  by  the  recomiv.enuation  of  the  crown,  re-, 
ryoved  the  principal  grlev^yces  of  the  ca’.hollc  code, 
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ever  witli  pleasure  T feel  I am  drawing  to  a close, 
and  that  only  one  question  remains,  to  which  I 
would  beg  your  attention. 

Whatever,  gentlemen,  may  be  your  opinion 
of  the  meaning  of  this  publication,  there  yet  re- 
mains a great  point,  for  you  to  decide  upon  : 
namely,  whethei'y  in  point  of  fact,  this  publication 
be  imputable  to  Mr.  Ivowan  or  not } whether  he 
did  publish  it  or  not."  Two  witnesses  are  called  ta 
that  fact.*'  one  of  the  name  of  Lvster,  and  the 
other  of  the  name  of  ^Morton.  You  must  have, 
observed  that  Morton  gave  no  evidence  npon 
%vhicli  that  paper  could  have  even  been  read;  he 
produced  no  paper,  he  indentified  no  paper,  he  said 
that  he  got  some  paper,  but  that  he  had  given  if 
awa3^  So  that,  in  poiutof  law,  there  was  no  evi- 
dence given  by  him,  on  which  it  could  have  gone 
to  a jury,  and,  therefore,  it  turns  entirely  upon 
the  evidence  of  the  other  witness.  He  has  stated 
that  he  wenttoapublicinealing,  in  a place  where 
there  was  a gallery  croiided  with  spectators;  and 
that  he  there  got  a printed  paper,  the  same  which 
lias  been  read  to  yon.  I know  you  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact,  that  the  credit  of  every 
witness  must  be  considered  by  and  rest  wdth  the 
jury.  They  are  the  sovereign  judges  of  that,  and 
I will  not  insult  your  feelings,  by  insisting  on  the 
caution  with  which  you  should  watch  the  testi- 
mony of  a witness  that  seeks  to  aftect  the  liberty, 
or  property,  or  character  of  your  fellow' citizens. 
Under  wdiat  circumstances  docs  this  evidence 


come. 


before  you  ? The  witness  says  he  has  got  a com- 
mission in  the  army  by  the  interest  of  a lady  from 
a person  then  high  in  administration.  He  told  you 
that  he  made  a memorandum  upon  the  back  of 
that  paper,  it  being  his  general  custom,  when  he 
got  such  papers,  to  make  an  iiidorcement  upon 
them;  that  he  did  this  from  mere  fancy ; that  he 
had  no  intention  of  giving  any  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject ; he  took  it  with  no  such  view.’^  There  is 
something  whimsical  enough  in  this  curious  story. 
Put  his  credit  upon  the  positive  evidence  adduced 
to  his  character.  Who  he  is  I know  not,  I know 
not  the  man;  but  his  credit  is  impeached.  Mr. 
Blake  was  called,  he  said  he  knew  him.  I asked 
him.  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  Mr.  Lyster  is  or  is 
not  a man  deserving  credit  upon  his  oath  If  you 
find  a verdict  of  conviction,  it  can  be  only  upon 
the  credit  of  Mr.  Lyster.  What  said  Mr.  Blake  ? 
Did  he  tell  you  that  he  considered  him  a man  to  be 
believed  upon  his  oath  ? He  did  not  attempt  to 
say  that  he  did.  The  best  he  could  say  was,  that 
he  would  hesitate.’*  Do  you  believe  Blake  ? 
Have  you  the  same  opinion  of  Lyster’s  testimony 
that  Mr.  Blake  has?  Do  you  know  Lyster  ? If 
you  do  know  him,  and  know  that  he  is  credible, 
your  knowlege  should  not  be  shaken  by  the 
doubts  of  any  man.  But  if  you  do  not  know  him, 
you  must  take  his  credit  from  an  unimpeached 
witness,  swearing  that  he  would  hesitate  to  believe 
him.  In  my  mind  there  is  a circumstance  of  the 
strongest  nature  that  came  out  from  Lyster  on  the 
C c table- 
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table.  I am  aware  that  a most  respectable  man, 
if  impeached  by  surprise,  may  not  be  prepared  to 
repel  a wanton  calumny  by  contrary  testimony: 
but  was  Lystcr  unapprized  of  this  attack  upon 
him  ? What  said  he?  Tknew  that  you  had  Blake 
to  examine  against  me,  you  have  brought  him 
here  for  that  purpose.”  He  knew  the  very 
witness  that  was  to  be  j)roduced  against  him,  he 
knew  that  his  credit  was  impeached,  and  yet  he 
produced  no  person  to  support  that  credit.  What 
said  Mr.  Smyth  ? From  my  knowlege  of  him 
I would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath.” 

But  what  said  !Mrs.  Ilatchell  ? Was  the  pro- 
duction of  that  witness  a surprize  upon  Mr.  Lys- 
ter  ? Her  cross  examination  shews  the  fact  to  be 
the  contrary.  The  learned  counsel,  you  see,  was 
perfectly  apprized  of  a chain  of  private  circum- 
stances to  wdhch  he  pointed  his  questions,  this 
lady’s  daughter  was  married  to  the  cider  brother 
of  the  witness  Lyster.  Did  he  know  these  cir- 
cumstances by  inspiration  ? no ; they  could 
come  only  from  Lyster  himself.  I insist,  therefore 
that  the  gentleman  knew  his  character  was  to  be 
impeached,  his  counsel  knew  it,  and  not  a single 
witness  has  been  produced  to  support  it.  Then 
consider,  gentlemen,  upon  what  ground  canyon 
find  a verdict  of  covietion  against  my  client, 
when  the  only  witness  produced  to  tiiefaetof  pub- 
lication is  impeached,  without  even  an  attempt  to 
defend  his  character*  Many  hundreds,  he  said, 

were 


were  at  that  meeting.  Why  not  produce  one  of 
them  to  swear  to  the  fact  of  such  a meeting  ? One 
he  has  ventured  to  name,  but  he  was  certainly  very 
safe  in  naming  a person,  who  he  has  told  you  is 
not  in  the  kingdom,  and  could  not  therefore  be 
called  to  confront  him. 

Gentlemen,  let  me  suggest  another  observa- 
tion or  two,  if  still  you  have  any  doubt  as  to  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  defendant.  Give  me 
leave  to  suggest  to  you,  what  circumstances  you 
ought  to  consider,  in  order  to  found  your  verdict. 
You  should  consider  the  character  of  the  person 
accused ; and  in  this  your  task  is  easy.  I will 
venture  to  say,  there  is  not  a man  in  this  nation 
more  knowm  than  the  gentleman  who  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  prosecution,  not  only  by  the  part  he 
has  taken  in  public  concerns,  and  wdiich  he  has 
taken  in  common  with  many,  but  still  more  so, 
by  that  extraordinary  sympathy  for  human  afflic- 
tion, which,  I am  sorry  to  think,  he  shares  wdth 
so  small  a number.  There  is  not  a day  that  you 
hear  the  cries  of  your  starving  manufacturers  in 
your  streets,  that  ybu  do  not  also  see  the  advo- 
cate of  their  sufferings — that  you  do  not  see  his 
honest  and  manly  figure,  with  uncovered  head, 
soliciting  for  their  relief;  searching  the  frozen 
heart  of  charity  for  every  string  that  can  be 
touched  by  compassion,  and  urging  the  force  (.>f 
every  argument  and  every  motive,  save  that  w liich 
hLs  modesty  suppresses — the  authority  of  his  own 
C c 2 trenerQU^ 
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generous  example.  Or  if  you  see  him  not  there, 
you  may  trace  his  steps  to  the  private  abode  of 
disease,  and  famine,  and  despair ; the  messenger 
of  heaven,  bringingwith  him  food,  andmedicine, 
and  consolation.  Are  these  the  materials  of  whichf 
you  suppose  anarchy  and  public  rapine  to  be 
formed  ? Is  this  the  man,  on  whom  to  fasten  the 
abominable  charge  of  goading  on  a frantic  popu- 
lace to  mutiny  and  bloodshed  ? Is  this  the  man 
likely  to  apostatise  from  every  principle  that  can 
bind  him  to  the  state  ; his  birth,  his  property, 
his  education,  his  character,  and  his  children  ? 
Let  me  tell  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  you 
agree  with  his  prosecutors,  in  thinking  that  there 
ought  to  be  a sacrifice  of  such  a man,  on  such 
an  occasion,  and  u])on  the  credit  of  such  evi- 
dence, you  are  to  convict  him — never  did  you, 
never  can  you  give  a sentence^  consigning  any 
man  to  publish  punishment  with  less  danger  to  his 
person  or  to  his  fame:  for  where  could  the  hire- 
ling be  found  to  ding  contumely  or  ingratitude  at 
his  head,  whose  private  distresses  he  had  not  la- 
boured to  alleviate,  or  whose  public  condition  he 
had  not  laboured  to  improve  } 

. I CANNOT,  however,  avoid  adverting  to  a cir- 
cumstance that  distinguishes  the  case  of  Mr. 
Kowan  from  that  of  the  late  sacrifice  in  a neigh- 
bouring kingdom.^ 

The 

Scotland,  from  whence  Mr.  Muir,  Palmer,  anil  others, 
were  transported  for  sedition. 


The  severer  law  of  that  country,  it  seems,  and 
happy  for  them  that  it  should,  enables  them  to 
remove  from  their  sight  the  victim  of  their  infa- 
tuation. The  more  merciful  spirt  of  our  law 
deprives  you  of  that  consolation  ; his  sufferings 
must  remain  for  ever  before.our  eyes,  a continual 
call  upon  your  shame  and  your  remorse.  But 
those  sufferings  will  do  more  ; they  will  not  rest 
satisfied  withyour  unavailing  contrition,  they  will 
challenge  the  great  and  paramount  inquest  of  so- 
ciety : the  man  w ill  be  weighed  against  the  charge, 
the  witness,  and  the  sentence;  and  impartialjus- 
tice  w'ill  demand,  why  has  an  Irish  j ury  done  this 
deed  r The  moment  he  ceases  to  be  regarded  as 
a criminal,  he  becomes  of  necessity  an  accuser: 
and  let  me  ask  you,  what  can  your  most  zealous 
defenders  be  prepared  to  answer  to  such  acharge? 
When  your  sentence  shall  have  sent  him  forth  to 
that  stage,  which  guilt  alone  can  render  infamous, 
let  me  tell  you,  he  will  not  be  like  a little  statue 
upon  a mighty  pedestal,  diminishing  by  eleva- 
tion ; but  he  will  stand  a striking  and  imposing 
object  upon  a monument,  which,  if  it  does  not 
(and  it  cannot)  record  the  atrocity  of  his  crime, 
must  record  the  atrocity  of  his  conviction.  Upon 
this  subject,  therefore,  credit  me  when  I say,  that 
I am  still  more  anxious  for  you,  than  I can  pos- 
sibly be  for  him.  1 cannot  but  feel  the  peculi- 
arity of  your  situation.  Not  tlie  j ury  of  his  own 
choice,  which  the  law  of  England  allows,  but 
which  ours  refuses  ; collected  in  that  box  by  a 
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person,  certainly  no  friend  to  Mr.  Rou’^an,  cer- 
tainly not  very  deeply  interested  in  giving  him  a 
very  impartial  jury.  Feeling  this,  as  I am  per- 
suaded you  do,  you  cannot  be  surprized,  how- 
ever you  may  be  distressed,  at  the  mournful  pre-‘ 
sage,  with  which  an  anxious  public  is  led  to  fear 
the  worst  from  your  possible  determination.  But 
I will  not  for  the  justice  and  honour  of  our  com- 
mon country,  sufter  my  mind  to  be  borne  away 
by  such  melancholy  anticipation.  I will  not  re- 
linquish the  confidence  that  this  day  will  be  the 
period  of  hissulferings;  and,  however  mercilessly 
he  has  been  hitherto  pursued,  that  your  verdict 
will  send  him  home  to  the  arms  of  his  family, 
and  the  wishes  of  his  country.  But  if,  which 
heaven  forbid,  it  hath  still  been  unfortunately  de- 
termined, that  because  he  has  not  bent  to  power 
and  authority,  because  he  would  not  bow  down 
before  the  golden  calf  and  worship  it,  he  is  to  be 
bound  and  cast  into  the  furnace;  I do  trust  in 
God,  that  there  is  a redeeming  spirit  in  the  con- 
stitution, which  will  be  seen  to  walk  with  the 
sufferer  through  the  flames,  and  to  preserve  him 
unhurt  by  the  conflagration.  - 

[ Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  speech  Mr.  Curran 
zvas  again  for  many  minutes  loudly  applauded  by 
the  auditors  ; and  upon  leaving  the  court  teas  drawn 
home  by  the  populace^  who  took  the  horses  from  his 
airruigc.'] 
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COURT  OF  KING’S  BENCH, 

Tuesday,  February  Uh,  1794. 

The  Recorder  applied  to  set  aside  the  ver- 
dict given  in  the  case  of  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  Esq.  His  application  was  grounded  upon 
different  aflidavits  sworn  in  court,  charging,  Lst. 
one  of  the  JURORS  with  a declaration  against  Mr. 
JRozvan,  previous  to  erial.^^dly.  Partiality  in  one, 
of  the  HIGH  SHERIFFS. — 3dly.  Tliat  John  Lyster, 
the  PRINCIPAL  EVIDENCE,  was  not  to  be  believed, 
upon  his  oath,  he,  as  the  affidavits  stated,  having 
been  guilty  of  perjury. — And  4thly.  the  learned 
gentleman  rested  his  case,  upon  the  misdirection 
of  the  court.  He  was  followed  on  the  same  side 
by  Mr.  Curran,  who  said : 

It  was  an  early  idea,  that  a verdict  in  a criminal 
case  could  not  be  set  aside  but  the 

law  had  stood  otherwise  without  a doubt  to  im- 
peach its  principle  for  the  last  two  reigns. 

Common  sense  would  say,  thatthe  discretion  of 
the  court  should  go  at  least  as  far  in  criminal  as  in. 
civil  cases,  and  very  often  to  go  no  further  would 
be  to  stop  far  short  of  what  was  right,  as  in  those 
great  questions  where  the  prosecution  may  be  con- 
sidered either  as  an  attempt  to  extinguish  liberty 
pr  as  a necessary  measure  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pressing 
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pressing  the  virulence  of  public  licentiousness 
and  dangerous  faction  ; where  there  can  be  no 
alternative  between  guilt  or  martyrdom,  where 
the  party. prosecuted  must  either  be  considered  as 
a culprit  sinking  beneath  the  punishment  of  his 
own  crimes,  or  a victim  sacrificed  to  the  vices  of 
others.  But  when  it  clearly  appears  that  the 
party  has  fallen  a prey  to  persecuting  combi  nation 
there  remains  but  one  melancholy  question,  how 
far  did  that  combination  reach  P 

There  have  been  two  cases  lately  decided  in 
this  very  court,  the  king  and  Pentland,  where  the 
motion  was  made  and  refused,  and  the  king  and 
Bowen,  where  it  was  granted;  both  of  which 
shew,  that  captious  sophistry,  and  technical  pe- 
dantry, had  here,  as  well  as  in  England,  given  way 
to  liberal  and  rational  enquiry;  and  that  the  court 
would  not  now,  in  their  discretion,  refuse  a motion 
of  this  kind,  unless  they  could,  at  the  same  time, 
lay  their  hands  upon  their  hearts,  and  say,  they  be- 
lieved in  their  consciences  that  justice  had  been 
■done  : such  was  the  manly  language  of  one  of 
their  lordships  (^Ir.  justice  Dowmes) ; and  such 
the  opinion  of  the  court  on  a former  occasion. 

He  then  cited  7 modern  57-  as  referred  to  in 
Bacon  tit.  Trial,  to  shew  that  where  there  was 
good  ground  of  challenge  to  a juror,  not  known 
at  the  trial,  it  was  sufficient  cause  for  setting 
aside  the  verdict. 
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In  England  they  have  a particular  act  of  par- 
liament, entitling  the  party  to  strike  a special  jury 
to  fry  the  fact,  and  then  he  has  time  between  the 
striking  and  the  trial  to  question  the  propriety  of 
that  jury : here  my  client  had  no  previous  informa- 
tion till  the  instant  of  trial  who  his  jurors  were 
to  be. 

There  are  certain  indulgences  granted  at  times 
perhaps  by  the  connivance  of  humanity,  wdiicli 
men,  w ho  are  not  entitled  to  demand  them  in  an 
open  court,  obtain  nevertheless by^sidelong  means; 
and  perhaps  the  little  breach  which  affords  that 
light  to  the  mind  of  the  man  accused,  is  a circum- 
stance which  the  court  would  feel  pain,  even  if  call- 
ed upon,  to  say,  should  in  all  cases  be  prevented  : 
but  to  overturn  principles  and  authorities,  for  the 
purpose  of  oppressing  the  subject,  is  what  this 
court  will  never  do. 

The  first  of  the  affidavits  I shall  consider,  is 
that  of  the  traverser.  I do  not  recollect  w^hether 
it  states  the  sheriff,  in  avowed  terms,  to  be  an 
emissary  or  a hireling  agent  of  the  castle,  there- 
fore do  not  state  it  from  the  affidavit ; but  he 
swears,  that  he  does  believe  that  he  did  labour  to 
bring  into  the  box  a jury  full  of  prejudices,  and 
of  the  blackest  impressions  ; instead  of  having, 
as  they  ought,  fair  and  impartial  minds,  and 
souls  like  white  paper. 
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This  slrerlfT  now  stands  in  court,  he  rnight 
have  denied  itif  he  would,  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  answering  it;  but  he  has  left  it  an  undenied 
assertion — he  was  not  certainly  obliged  to  answer 
it,  for  no  man  is  bound  to  convict  himself.  But 
there  is  a part  of  that  charge  which  amounts,  at 
least,  to  this,  Your  heart  was  poisoned  against 
me,  and  you  collected  those  to  be  my  judges, 
who,  if  they  could  not  be  under  the  dominion  of. 
bad  dispositions,  might  be  at  least  the  dupes  of 
good.'*  The  most  favourable  thing  that  can  be 
said  is  this,  you  sought  to  bring  against  me  ho- 
nest prejudices,  but  you  brought  against  me 
wicked  ones.  Tlie  very  general  charge,  that  he 
sought  for  persons  who  he  knew  were  most  likely 
to  bring  prejudices  with  them  into  the  jury  box, 
is  a part  of  the  allidavit  that  it  was  incumbent 
on  him  to  answer  if  he  could, 

I DO  not  contend,  that  what  is  charged  in  the 
affidavit  would  have  been  a ground  of  principal 
challenge  to  the  array  ; but  hold  it  to  be  the 
better  oppinion,  that  a challenge  to  the  array 
for  favour  does  well  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  de- 
fendant. 

The  antient  notion  was,  vou  shall  not  chah 
lenge  the  array  for  favour  where  the  king  is  a 
party ; the  king  only  can  challenge  for  favour, 
for  the  principle  was,  that  every  man  ought  to 
be  favourable  to  the  crown ; but,  tbapk  God,  the 
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advancement  of  legal  knowledge,  and  the  grow- 
ing understanding  of  the  age,  have  dissipated  such 
illiberal  and  mischievous  conceptions. 

But  I am  putting  too  much  stress  upon  such 
technical,  discarded,  and  antiquated  scruples. 
The  true  question  has  beeen  already  stated  from 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Justice  Downes,  and  that 
question  is.  Has  justice  been  done  ? 

It  is  a matter  upon  which  scarce  any  under- 
standing would  condescend  to  hesitate,  whether 
a man  had  been  fairly  tried,  whose  triors  had 
been  collected  together  by  an  avowed  enemy, 
whose  conduct  had  been  such,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  that  he  had  purposely  brought  prejudiced 
men  into  the  box. 

In  every  country,  where  freedom  obtains,  there 
must  subsist  parties.  In  this  country  and  Great 
Britain  I trust  there  never  will  be  a time  when 
there  shall  not  be  men  found  7,ealous  for  the 
actual  government  of  the  day.  So,  on  the  other 
hand,  I trust,  there  will  never  be  a time,  when 
there  will  not  be  foiuid  men  zealous  and  enthu- 
siastic in  the  cause  of  popular  freedom  and  of  the 
public  rights.  If,  therefore,  a person  in  public 
office  suffers  his  ownprej  udices,  how  ever  honestly 
anxious  he  may  be  for  a prosecution  carried  on 
by  those  to  whom  he  is  attached,  to  influence 
|iim  so  far  as  to  choose  men,  to  his  knowledge, 
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devoted  to  the  principles  he  espouses,  it  is  an 
error  which  a high  court. of  judicature,  seeking 
to  do  right  justice,  will  not  fail  to  correct. 

, A SHERIFF,  in  such  a case,  might  not  have 
perceived  the  partiality'of  his  conduct,  because 
he  was  surveying  through  the  medium  of  pre- 
judice and  habitual  corruption  : but  it  is  impos- 
sible to  think  that  this  sheriff  meant  to  be  im[)ar- 
tial,  it  is  an  interpretation  more  favourable  than 
his  conduct  will  allow  of ; if  lie  deserves  any  cre- 
dit at  all,  it  is  not  answering  the  charge  made 
against  him  : at  the  same  time,  that,  by  not  an- 
swering it  it,  he  has  left  uniinpe ached  the  credit 
of  the  charge  itself. 

[Here  the  sheriff'  tendered  some  form  of  an  afi- 
davit,  zvhich  the  court  refused  to  have  sworn  qr  read, 
for  the  same  reason  that  those,  sworn  and  tendered 
by  the  defendant's  counsel,  had  been  before  refused. 
Mr.  Curran,  however ,*  consented  to  its  being  sworn 
and  read  ; but  the  attornei)  general  declined  it,  be- 
ing unacquainted  with  the  contents,  and  uninstructed 
as  to  its  tendency  j it  therefoj'e  zvas  not  sieoim  ] 

!Mr.  CurraX. — Is  this  then  the  way  to  meet 
a fair  application  to  tlie  court,  to  see  whether  jus- 
tice has  been  done  b'etw^een  the  subject  and  tlje 
crown.  I offer  it  again,  let  the  affidavit  be  read. 
And  let  me  remind  the  court,  that  the  great  rea- 
son for  sending  a cause  back  to  a jury  is,  that 
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new  light  may  be  shed  upon  it ; and  how  must 
your  lordships  feel,  when  you  see  tliat  indul- 
gence granted  to  the  conscience  of  the  jury,  de- 
nied to  the  court  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I am  concerned 
that  any  lawyer  should  make  a proposition  in  the 
manner  Mr.  Curran  has  done^  he  proposes  to 
have  an  affidavit  read,  provided  we  consent  that 
others,  which  the  court  have  already  refused, 
should  be  now  read.*  I did  not  Iiear  it  offered  ; 
but  is  it  to  be  presumed  I will  consent  to  have 
an  affidavit  read,  about  which  I know  nothing.' 
Yesterday,  without  any  communication  with  a 
human  being,  I did  say,  that  I conceived  it  un- 
necessary to  answer  any  of  the  affidavids,  think- 
ing that  the}^  were  not  sufficient  to  ground  the 
application  made  to  the  court.  And  it  is  pre- 
sumed I am  so  mad  as  to  consent  to  the  reading 
of  affidavits  which  I have  not  seen. 

/ 

[Here  some  altercation  took  place,  and  lord 
Clonmel,  chief  justice,  interposed,  sajdng,  that 
the  counsel  had  certainly  a right  to  argue  it  upon 
the  ground,  that  the  sheriff  was  biassed,  and  did 
return  a jury  prejudiced  against  the  traverser.] 

Mr.  Curran  was  then  proceeding  to  observe 
upon  the  expression  of  one  of  the  jury,  sworn  to 

in 

* It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  Urat  Mr.  Attornc}'  Ge- 
neral mistook  Mr.  Curran’s  proposal,  uhich  was  an  unqualified 
ofter  to  Lave  Mr.  Giflard’s  albdavit  read. 
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' in  another  affidavit,  that  there  would  be  no' 
‘‘  safety  iu  the  country,  until  the  defendant  was 

either  hanged  or  banished.”  Wlien  it  was 
asked  by  the  court,  whether  the  time  of  its  com- 
ing to  the  knowledge  of  the  traverser,  that  the 
sheriff  was  biassed,  \yas  stated  in  his  affidavit  ? 

\Ir.  CuRRAN^answered,  he  was  in  prison,  and 
could  not  have  the  attendance  of  those  counsel, 
whose  assistance  he  had  in  court;  and  besides, 
from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances,  it  was  im- 
possible be  could  have  been  sufficiently  apprized 
of  its  consequences  for  he  saw  not  that  pannel 
till  the  day  of  the  trial,  ^ wdiea  be  could  not  have 
had  time  to  make  any  enquiry  into  the  charac- 
ters, dispositions,  or  connections  of  the  jury. 
Mr.  Curran  then  reverted  to  his  argument  on  the 
expression  of  the  juror. 

If  triors  had  been  appointed  to  determine  the 
issue,'  favourable  or  not,  what  would  have  been 
their  finding  ? Could  they  say  upon  their  oaths, 
that  he  was  not  unfavourable'  to  that  party  - 
against  whom  he  could  make  such  a declaration? 

Favour  is  not  cause  of  principal  challenge, 
which  if  put  upon  a pleading,  'would  conclude 
the, party.  Favour  is  that  which  makes  the  man, 
in  vulgar  parlance,  unfit  to  try  the  question. 
And  as  to  the  time  these  facts  came  to  his  know- 
ledge, he  has  sworn  that  he  was  utterly  ignorant 
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of.  them  at  the  time  of  his  coming  into  court  io 
take  his  trial. 

I WILL  not  glance  at  the  character  of  any  ab- 
sent noble  person,  high  in  office;  but  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  it  is  a government  prosecution, 
and  that  the  witness  has,  from  a low  and  handi- 
cap situation,  scraped  himself  into  preferment, 
perhaps,  for  I will  put  the  best  construction  upon 
it,  by  offering  himself  as  a man  honestly  anxious 
for  the  welfare  of  his  country;  in  short,  it  is  too 
obvious  to  require  any  comment,  what  the  nature 
of  the  whole  transaction  has  been,  that  he  had 
got  his  commission  as  a compensation,  pro  la-^ 
bore  impendcndoy  and  came  afterwards  into  court 
to  pay  down  the  stipulated  purchase. 

Had  this  then  been  an  unbiassed  jury,  w^as 
there  not  something  in  all  these  circumstances, 
that  might  have  afforded  more  deliberation  than 
that  of  one  minute  per  man,  for  only  so  long  was 
the  jury  out;  and  had  this  been  a fair  witness, 
would  behave  lain  down  under  a charge,  which 
if  true,  ought  pot  only  to  damn  this  verdict,  but 
his  character  for  ever  ? What  w ould  a corps  of 
brother  officers  think  of  a person  charged,  upon 
oath,  with  the  commission  of  two  wilful  perju- 
ries, and  that  charge  remaining  undenied?  Here 
is  an  nndenied  charge  in  point  of  fact;  and  al- 
though I do  not  call  upon  tlie  court  to  say,  that 
this  is  a guilty  and  abciniuable person,  yet  siircly 
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the  suspicion  is  strongly  so,  and  must  he  con- 
sidered. This  was  at  least  a verdict,  where  the 
evidence  went  to  tlie  jury  under  slighter  blemishes 
than  it  will  if  my  client  has  the  advantage  of  an- 
other trial,  for  then  he  will  put  out  of  tlie  power 
of  man  to  doubt  that  this  witness  has  been  per- 
jnred.  This  w itness,  w ho  has  had  notice,  both 
here  and  at  the  trial,  of  the  aspersions  on  his  clia- 
raiiter,  and  yet  has  not  called  a human  being  to 
say  that  he  entertained  a contrary  opinion  of 
him. 

Was  he  known  any  w here  ? Did  he  craw  l un- 
observed to  the  castle  ? Was  it  without  the  aid  or 
know  ledge  of  any  body,  that  that  gaudy  plumage 
grew^  on  him,  in  wdiich  he  appeared  in  court?  If 
he  was  known  for  any  thing  else  than  what  he  is 
stated  to  be,  it  was » upon  that  day,  almost  a physi- 
cal impossibility,  in  a court-house  which  almost 
contained  the  coimtrj^,  not  to  have  found  some 
person,  to  give  some  sort  of  testimony  respecting 
his  genera!  character.  For  though  no  man  is 
bound  to  be  ready  at  all  times  to  answ'er  particular 
charges,  yet  every  man  is  supposed  to  come  with 
his  public  attestationof  common  and  general  pro- 
bity. But  he  has  left  that  character,  upon  the 
merits  of  which  my  client  is  convicted,  unsup- 
ported, even  by  his  own  poor  corporal  swearing. 
You  are  called  upon,  then,  to  say,  whether  upon 
the  evidence  of  abeingof  thiskind,  suchamanas  ♦ 
that  is  to  be  convicted,  aiul  sentenced  to  punish- 
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ment,  in  a country  where  humanity  is  the  lead- 
ing feature  even  of  the  criminal  law. 

He  then  observed  upon  the  second  witness.— A 
man  coming  to  support  the  credit  of  another  col- 
laterally is  himself  particularly  pledged ; then 
what  was  his  testimony  ! He  did  notknow  whether 
Mr.  Giffard  was  concerned  in  the  newspaper  I i 1 
And  now,  you  have  the  silence  of  Giffard  him- 
self in  not  answering  Mr.  Rowan’s  affidavit  to 
contradict  that.  And  next,  he  did  not  know 
whether  his  own  cousin-german  was  the  relation 
of  their  common  uncle  ! ! ! I call  upon  you,  my 
lords,  in  the  name  of  sacred  justice,  and  your 
country,  to  declare  whether  the  melancholy 
scenes  and  murderous  plots  of  the  Meal-tub  and 
the  Rye-house  are  to  be  acted  over  again.  And 
whether  every  Titus  Oates  that  can  be  found  is 
is  to  be  called  into  your  courts,  as  the  common 
vouchee  of  base  and  perjured  accusation. 

He  then  proceeded  to  another  ground,  namely, 
that  the  direction  of  the  court  was  not,  as  he  con- 
ceived, agreeable  to  the  law  of  Ireland.  The  de- 
fence of  my  client  (he  added)  was  rested  upon 
j this,  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  fact  of  pub- 
lication, upon  the  incredibility  of  the  fact,  and 
the  circumstances  of  discredit  in  the  character  of 
the  witness ; yet  the  court  made  this  observation  : 

gentlemen,  it  scarcely  lies  in  the  mouth  of  Mr. 

Rowan  to  build  a defence  upon  objections  of 

E e this 


210 


tills  I kind  to  tlie  cliaracters  of  witnesses,  be- 
cause  the  fact  was  public  ; there  were  many 
there;  the  room  was  crowded  below;  the  gal- 
lery  was  crowded  above ; and  the  publicity  of 
the  fact  enabled  him  to  produce  a number  of 
witnesses  to  falsify  the  assertion  of  the  prose- 
cutor,  if  in  fact  it  could  be  hdsified!’’  Is  that 
the  principle  of  criminal  law  ? Is  it  a part  of  the 
British  law  that  the  fate  of  the  accused  shall 
abide,  not  the  positive  establishment  of  guilt  by 
the  prosecutor,  but  the  negative  proof  of  inno- 
cence by  himself?  Why  has  it  been  said  in  fool- 
ish old  books,  that  the  law  supposes  the  innocence 
of  every  man  'till  the  contrary  is  proved  ? Ho^Y 
has  it  happened  that  that  language  has  been  ad- 
mired for  its  humanity,  and  not  laughed  at  for 
its  absurdity^  in  which  the  prayers  of  the  court 
are  addressed  to  heaven  for  the  safe  deliverance 
of  the  man  accused  ? How  comes  it  that  so  much 
public  time  is  wasted  in  going  into  evidence  of 
guilt,  if  the  bare  accusation  of  a man  did  call 
upon  him  to  go  into  evidence  of  his  innocence  ?' 
The  force  of  the  observation  is  this—- Mr.  Rowan 
impeaches  the  credit  of  a witness,  who  has  sworn 
that  he  saw  him  present,  and  doing  certain  acts 
at  a certain  meeting ; but  it  is  asked,  has  he  sub- 
stantiated that  discredit,  by  calling  all  the  per- 
sons, who  were  present,  to  prove  his  absence  from 
that  meeting,  which  is  only  stated  to  have  ex- 
isted by  a witness  whom  lie  alleges  to  have  per- 
jured himself?  I call  upon  the  example  of  judi- 

) cial 


il 


2II 

cia!  character;  upon  the  faith  of  that  higlioflice 
which  is  never  so  digniiied  as  when  it  sees  its  er- 
rors and  corrects  them,  to  say,  that  the  court 
was  for  a moment  led  away,  so  as  to  argue  from 
the  most  seductive  of  all  sophisms,  that  of  the 
positio  principil. 

See  what  meaning  is  to  be  gathered  from  such 
words : we  say  the  whole  that  this  man  has  sworn 
i:^  a consummate  lie  ; shew  it  to  be  so,  says  the 
court,  by  admitting  a part  of  it  to  be  true.  It  is 
a false  swearing ; it  is  a conspiracy  of  two  wit- 
nesses against  this  defendant ; well  then,  it  lies 
upon  him  to  rebut  their  testimony,  by  proving  a 
great  deal  of  it  to  be  true  1 Is  conjecture  then,  in 
criminal  cases,  to  stand  in  the  place  of  truth  and 
demonstration  ? AVhy  were  not  some  of  those — (I 
will  strip  the  case  of  the  honour  of  names  which  I 
respect)— but  why  were  not  some  of  those,  who 
knew  that  these  two  persons  were  to  be  brought 
forward,  and  that  there  were  to  be  objections  to 
their  credit— if,  as  it  is  stated,  it  happened  in  the 
presence  of  a public  crowd,  rusliing  in  from 
motives  of  curiosity,  why  were  not  numbers  called 
on  to  establish  that  fact  ? On  the  contrary  tlie 
court  have  said  to  this  effect : Mr.  i»  owan,  you  say 
you  were  not  there ; produce  any  oTtliose  persons 
with  whom  yon  were  tliere,  to  sw'ear  you  were  not 
there!  You  say  it  was  a perjury  ; if  so,  produce 
the  people  that  hehaspcrjured  himself  in  swearing 
to  have  been  there  ! But  as  to  your  own  b(*ing 
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there,  you  can  easily  shew  the  contrary  of  that, 
by  producing  some  man  that  you  saw  there!  You 
say  you  were  not  there  r Yes.  There  were  one 
hundred  and  fifty  persons  there : now  produce 
any  one  of  those  to  swear  they  saw  you  there  1 

It  is  impossible  for  the  human  mind  to  suppose 
a case,  in  which  infatuation  must  have  prevailed 
in  a more  progressive  degree,  than  when  a jury 
are  thus,  in  fact,  directed  to  receive  no  refuta- 
tion nor  proof  of  the  perjury  of  the  witness,  but 
only  of  his  truth.  AVe  will  permit  you  to  deny 
the  charge  by  establishing  the  fact : we  will 
permit  you  to  prove  that  they  sw^ore  falsely  to 
your  being  there,  by  producing  another  witness 
to  prove  to  a certainty  that  you  wxre  there.— 
[Interrupted  by  lord  Clonmel!.] 

LordClonmell,  chief  justice* — The  reasoning 
of  the  court  w^as  strong  upon  that  point : this  is 
a transaction  stated  by  the  witness  to  have  hap- 
pened in  open  day,  in  a crow  ded  assembly  in  the 
capital,  amidst  a number  of  persons  dressed  in 
the  uniforni  of  Hamilton  Row  an.  There  has  been 
nothing  suddenly  brought  forward  to  surprise  the 
traverser;  yet  what  has  he  done,  did  he  offer  as 
in  the  common  course  to  prove  an  alibi  ? It  is 
stated  to  be  at  such  a day ; the  wutness''  swears 
at  such  an  hour — the  place  is  sworn  to  have  been 
full  of  people,  of  hir.  Rowan’s  friends  : but  if 
there  was  even  a partial  assembly,  it  would  be 
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easy  till  to  produce  somd  one  of  those  persons 
who  were  present  to  say,  that  tlie  fact  did  not 
happen  .which  has  been  sworn  to,  or  if  you  say 
Mr.  Rowan  was  not  there,  it  is  easier  still  to 
prove  it  by  shewing  where  he  was;  as  thus:  I 
breakfasted  with  - him,  I dined  with  him,  I sup- 
ped wdth  him,  he  was'  with  me,  he  v/as  not  at 
Pardon's;  disprove  that  assertion  by  proving  an 
affirmation  inconsistent  with  it. 

!Mr.  Curran.— I beg  leave  to  remindthe  court 
of  w hat  fell  from  it.  He  may  call"  (said  the 
court)  any  of  those  persons,  he  lias  not  produ- 

ced  one  of  them upon  Ibis,  Ilhink,  a most 
material  point  does  hang.  ‘‘  He  might  have  called 
“ them,  for  they  were  all  of  his  own  party." 

Lord  Clonmell. — That  is  if  there  W^eresucli 
persons  there;  or  if  there  w^as  no  meeting  at  all, 
he  might  have  proved  that. 

AIr.  Curran. — There  was  no  such  idea  put  to 
the  jury,  as  whether  there  was  a meeting  or  not: 
it  was  said  they  were  all  of  his  party,  he  might 
have  produced  tliem,  and  the  non- production  of 
them  v/as  a voluniepf  evidence"  upon  that  point. 
No  refinementcan  avoid  thisconclusion,  that  even 
as  your  lordship  now  states  the  charge,  the  fate  of 
the  man  must  depend  upon  proving  the  negatave. 

Until  the  credit  of  the  witness  was  established 
he  could  not  be  called  upon  to  bring  any  contrary 
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evidence.  What  does  the  duty  of  every  counsel 
dictate  to  him,  if  the  case  is  not  made  out  by  his 
adversary  or  [)rosecutor  ? Let  it  rest;  the  court  is 
bound  to  tell  the  jury  so,  and  the  jury  are  bound  to 
find  him  not  guilty.  It  is  a most  unshaken  maxim, 
tliat  nemo  tenetur  prockre  se  ipsum.  And  it  would 
indeed  be  a very  inquisitorial  exercise  of  power, 
to  call  upon  a man  to  run  the  risque  of  confirming 
the  charge,  under  the  penalty  of  being  convicted 
by  nil  dia'L  Surely  at  the  criminal  side  of  this 
court,  as  yet,  there  has  been  no  such  judgment 
pronounced.  It  is  only  when  the  party  stands 
mute  of  malice,  that  such  extreines  can  be  resorted 
to.  1 never  before  heard  an  intimation  from  any 
iudge  to  a j ury,  that  bad  evidence  liable  to  any  and 
every  exception  ought  to  receive  a sanction  from 
tlie  silence  of  the  part3^  The  substance  of  the 
cliarge  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  this:  that 
the  falsehood  of  the  evidence  shall  receive  support 
and  credit  from  the  silence  of  the  man  accused. 
Willi  anxiety  for  the  honour  and  religion  of  the 
law,  I demand  it  of  you,  must  not  the  jury  have  un- 
derstood that  this  silence  was  evidence  to  go  to 
them ; is  the  meaning  contained  in  the  expression 
a volume  of  evidence’'  only  insinuation  ! I do 
not  know  where  aii}^  man  could  be  safe.  I do 
not  know  what  any  man  could  do  to  screen  him- 
self from  prosecution;  I know  not  how  he  could 
be  sure,  even  when  he  was  at  his  jirayers  before 
ilie  throne  of  Heaven,  that  be  was  not  passing 
that  moment  of  his  life,  on  which  he  was  to  be 
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charged  with  the  commission  of  some  crimcy  to  be 
expiated  to  society  by  the  forfeiture  of  his  liberty 
or  of  his  life.  I do  not  know  what  shall  become 
of  the  subject,  if  a jury  are  to  be  told  that  the 
silence  of  the  man  charged  is  a volume  of  evi- 

dence’’  that  he  is  guilty  of  the  crime : where  ii? 
it  written  ? I kuo\v  there  is  a place  where  vulgar 
frenzy  cries  out,  that  the  public  instrument  must 
be  drenched  in  blood;  where  defence  is  gagged^ 
and  the  devoted  wretch  must  perish.  But  even 
there  the  victim  of  such  tyranny  is  not  made  to 
fill,  by  voluntary  silence,  the  defects  of  bis  accu- 
sation, for  his  tongue  is  tied,  and  therefore  no 
advantage  is  taken  of  him  by  construction;' it 
cannot  be  there  said  that  his  not  speaking  is  a 
volume  of  evidence  to  prove  his  guilt. 

But  to  avoid  all  misunderstanding,  see  wdiat  is 
the  force  of  my  objection : is  it  that  the  charge  of 
the  court  cannot  receive  a practicable  interpreta- 
tion, that  may  not  terrify  men’s  minds  with  ideas 
such  as  I have  presented  r No — I am  sa3'ing  no 
such  thing : I have  lived  too  long  and  observed  too 
much  not  to  know,  that  every  word  in  a phrase  is 
one  of  the  feet  upon  which  it  runs,  and  how  the 
shortening  or  lengthening  of  one  of  those  feet  will 
alter  the  progress  or  direction  of  its  motion,  I am 
not  arguing  tliat  the  charge  of  the  court  cannot 
by  any  possibility  be  reconciled  to  the  principles 
of  law;  I am  agitating  a bigger  question;  I am 
putting  it  to  the  conscience  of  the  court,  whe- 
ther 


2 l6 


then  a jury  may  not  have  probably  collected  the 
same  meaning  from  it,  which  I have  affixed  to  it, 
and  whether  there  ought  not  to  have  been  a vo- 
diime  of  explanation,  to  do  away  tlie  fatal  conse- 
sequences  of  such  mistake. 

On  what  sort  of  a case  am  I now  speaking?  on 
one  of  that  kind,  which  it  is  known  has  been  beat- 
ing the  public  heart  for  many  months:  which  from 
a single  being  in  society  has  scarcely  received  a 
cool  or  tranquil  examination.  I am  making  that 
sort  of  application,  which  the  expansion  of  libe- 
ral reason  and  the  decay  of  technical  bigotry 
have  made  a favoured  application. 

In  earlier  times  it  might  have  been  thought  sa« 
crilegeto  have  meddled  with  a verdict  once  pro- 
nounced; since  that,  the  true  principles  of  jus- 
tice have  been  better  understood;  so  that  now, 
the  whole  wisdom  of  the  whole  court  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  looking  over  that  verdict,  and 
setting  right  the  mistake  which  has  occasioned  it. 

Mr.  Curran  made  other  observations,  either 
to  corroborate  his  own,  or  to  answer  the  oppo- 
site counsel ; of  which  it  is  impossible  to  give  an 
exact  detail ; and  concluded:  You  are  standing 
bn  the  scanty  isthmus  that  divides  the  great  ocean 
of  duration ; on  one  side  of  the  past,  on  the  other 
of  the  future  : a ground,  that  while  you  yet  hear 
me,  is  washed  from  beneath  our  feet.  Let  me 
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remind  you,  my  lords,  while  your  determina- 
tion is  yet  in  your  power,  dum  'oersatiir  adhiic  in- 
tra  penetralia  Vestce,  that  on  that  ocean  of  fu- 
ture you  must  set  your  judgment  afloat.  And 
future  ages  will  assume  the  same  authority,  which 
you  have  assumed;  posterity  feel  the  same  emo- 
tions which  you  have  felt,  when  your  little  hearts 
have  beaten,  and  your  infant  eyes  have  over- 
flowed, at  reading  the  sad  history  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  a Russel  or  a Sidney. 

[The  conclusion  of  Mr.  CvrraiCs  speech  teas 
marked  hy  another  burst  of  applaiuCy  similar  to 
those  zvhich  accompanied  his  former  exertions  in 
this  cause.'] 

The  application  to  set  aside  the  verdict  zvas  re- 
fused by  the  court ; and  Mr.  lloivan  zvas  sentenced  to 
pay  a fine  of  5001.  to  be  imprisoned  tzvo  years,  and 
to  find  security  for  good  behaviour,  himself  in  2000/.. 
and  two  sureties  in  1000/.  each 
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. JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Es(^. 

INDEFENCE 

or 

MR.  PATRigK  F1^!XEY 

On  Tuesday,  January,  iGih,  173S, 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  INDICTMENT. 

IRST  COUNT.  That  Patrick  Finney,  yco- 
man,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  inthethir- 
“ ty- seventh  year  pf  the  king,  and  divers  other 
“ days,  at  the  city  of  Dublin,  bein^  a false  trai- 
tor,  did  compass  and  imagine  the  deatii  of 
pur  said  lord  the  king,  and  did  traitorously  and 
‘‘  feloniously  intend  our  said  lord  the  king  tp 
“ kill,  niurder,  and  put  to  death."' 


' The  overt  acts  laid  were  as  follow:  1.  Ad- 

I . i * ■ • 

Bering  to  the  persons  exercising  the  powers  of 
government  in  France,  in  case  they  should  in- 
vade,  or  cause  to  be  invaded,  this  kingdom  of 

V Ireland^ 


Ireland^  they  being  enemies  to  the  king,  and 
at  war. — 2.  That  the  conspirators  aforesaid  did 
meet,  confer,  consult,  and  deliberate,  about 
adhering  to  the  persons  exercising  the  powers 
of  government  in  France.— 3.  Adhering  to 
the  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment  in  France.— 4.  Conspiring  that  one  or 
more  persons  should  be  sent  into  France  to  ex- 
cite  an  invasion  of  Ireland.— 5.  Conspiring 
that  one  or  more  persons  should  be  sent  into 
France  to  excite  an  invasion  of  this  kingdom 
and  to  make  war  therein ; and  for  that  pur- 
pose  did  ask,  levy,  and  receive,  &c.  from 
other  traitors,  money,  to  wit,  from  each  201. 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  persons  to  be 
sent.— 6.  That  conspiring,  &c.  they  did  send 
into  France  four  persons  unknown,  to*  excite 
the  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment  in  France  to  invade  this  kingdom,  an 
make  war  therein.— 7-  Conspiring  to  send,  and 
sending  four  persons  into  France  to  persuade 
invasion,  and  to  aid  them  in  invading,  and  rais- 
" ing,  and  making  war;  and  Finney,  then  and 
there,  demandingand  receiving  money,  viz.  20h 
“ to  defray  the  charges  of  said  persons. — 8.  That 
said  Patrick  Finney  became  an  United  Irish- 
man  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  persons 
exercisingthc  powers  of  government  in  France, 
and  being  met  to  the  number  of  forty-eight 
other  traitors,  did  divide  into  four  splits,  which 
each  contained  twelve  traitors,  and  each  split 
F f 2 did 


220 


did  tlieii  choose  one  to  be  secretary,  to  consnifc 
“ on  behalf  thereof  with  other  splits,  under  the 
denomination  of  baronial  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  adhering  and  making  war,  in  case  of 
an  invasion  of  Ireland  from  France,  and  then 
and  there  conspiring  an  attack  upon  the  castle 
of  Dublin,  &c.  and  to  deprive  his  majesty  of 
the  stores  and  ammunition  therein  ; and  said 
‘‘  Finney,  to  facilitate  such  attack,  did  advise  and 
commend  other  traitors  to  view  White’s-court, 
&c.  and  give  their  opinion  to  their  several  splits, 
‘‘  so  that  their  secretaries  might  report  the  same 
to  their  baronial  meetings.  — 9.  Adhering  tothe 
persons  exercising  the  powers  of  government 
“ in  France,  &c.  and  with  forty-eight  other  con- 
spirators,  divided  into  four  splits,  each  con- 
“ taining  twelve,  each  split  choosing  a secretary 
to  confer  for  the  purpose  of  adhering  to  the 
enemy  in  case  of  invasion,  and  confederating 
and  agreeing  that  a violent  attack  should  be 
made  on  the  ordnance  stores,  &c.— 10.  Con- 
**  suiting,  &c.  to  procure  an  invasion.— 1 1.  Con- 
suiting  to  raise  insurrection,  rebellion,  and 
war,  in  case  of  invasion  of  Ireland  or  Great 
Britain  from  France. — 12.  Conspiring  to  as- 
“ sist  the  persons  exercising  the  pow’ers  of  go- 
vernment  in  France,  in  case  of  their  invading 
this  realm,  with  ships  and  arms.*' 

There  was  a second  count,  for  adhering  to 
tile  king’s  enemies  within  the  realm,”  and  in 
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support  of  this  count,  the  overt  acts  laid  were  exr 
actly  the  same  as  those  above  recited. 

A JURY  being  sworn,  the  attorney-general 
stated  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  the  evi- 
dence being  gone  t.hrough  on  both  sides, 

Mr.  CURRAN. 

My  LORDS,  AND  GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  JURY. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  trial,  I thought  I would 
have  had  to  address  yOu  on  the  most  important 
occasion  possible,  at  this  side  of  the  grave,  a man 
labouring  for  life,  on  the  casual  strength  of  an 
exhausted,  and  at  best,  a feeble  advocate.  But, 
gentlemen,  do  not  imagine  that  I rise  under 
any  .such  impressions — do  not  imagine  that  I 
approach  you,  sinking  under  the  hopeless  difE- 
cultics  of  my  cause. — I am  not  now  soliciting 
your  indulgence  to  the  inadequancy  of  my 
powers,  or  artfaliy  enlisting  your  passions  at  the 
side  of  my  client.— No  ! gentlemen,  but  I rise 
with  what  of  law,  of  conscience,  of  justice,  and 
of  conslitution,  there  exists  within  this  realm  at 
my  back,  and,  standing  in  front  of  that  great 
and  powerful  alliance,  I DEMAND  a verdict  of 
acquittal  for  my  client !-— What  is  the  opposition 
of  evidence  ! It  is  a tissue  which  requires  no 
strength  to  break  through,  it  vanishes  at  the 
^ouch,  and  is  sundered  into  tatters. 
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.r  The  riglU  honourable  gen  llomeii  who  staled  the 
case  hi,  the  first  state  of  this  trial,  has  been  so 
kind  as  to  express  a reliance,  tha^  the  counsel  for 
the  prisoner  would  address  the  jury  with  the  same 
candour  which  he  exemplified  on  the  part  of  the 
crown ; readily  and  confidently  do  I accept  the 
compliment,  the  more  particularly,  as  in  my  cause 
I feel  no  temptation  to  reject  it.  Life  can  pre- 
sent no  situation  wdierein  the  humble  powers  of 
man  are  so  awfully  and  so  divinely  excited,  as 
in  defence  of  a fellow-creature  placed  in  tlie  cir- 
cumstances of  my  client:  and  if  any  labours  can 
peculiarly  attract  tlie  gracious  and  approving  eye 
of  heaven,  it  is  when  God  looks  down  on  a hu-* 
man  being  assailed  - by  human  turpitude,  and 
struggling  w ith  practices,  against  which  the  dei* 
ty  has  placed  his  special  canon  wdicn  he  said-  - 

Tliou  shalt  not  hediV  false  witness  against  thy 
iieighbour“-*thou  shalt  do  no  murder  r 

Gentlemen,  let  me  desireyou  again  and  again 
to  consider  all  the  circumstances  of  this  man’s 
case,  abstracted  from  the  influence  of  prejudice 
and  habit,  and  if  ought  of  passion  assumes  domi- 
nion over  3^11,  let  it  be  of  that  honest,  generous 
nature,  that  good  men  must  feel  when  they  see 
an  innocent  man  depending  on  their  verdict  for  his 
life:  to  this  passion  1 feel  myself  insensibly  yield- 
ing; but  unclouded,  though  notun  warmed,  I shall, 

1 trust,  proceed  in  my  great  duty.  Wishing  to 
stale  m}-  client’s  case  w’hh  all  possible  succiuct- 
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ness  the  nature  of  the  charge  admits,  I am  glad 
niy  learned  colleague  has  acquitted  himself  on 
this  head  already  to  such  an  extent,  and  with  such 
ability,  that  any  thing  I can  say  will  chance 
to  be  superfluous — in  truth,  that  honesty  of  heart, 
and  integrity  of  principle,  for  which  all  must 
give  him  credit,  uniting  with  a sound  judgment 
and  sympathetic  heart,  has  given  to  Ins  statement 
all  the  advantages  it  could  have  derived  from  these 
qualities.  He  has  truly  said,  that  “thedeclara- 
‘‘  toryact,  the  twenty- tilth  of  Edward  IIL  is  that 
‘‘  on  which  all  charges  of  high  treason  are  found- 
,ed,”  and  I trust  the  observation  w ill  be  deeply 
engraven  on  your  hearts.  It  is  an  act  made  to 
save  the  subject  from  the  vague  and  wandering 
uncertainty  ,of  the  law.  It  is  an  act  whicji  leaves 
it  no  longer  doubtful  vvliether  a man  shall  incur 
conviction  by  his  own  conduct,  or  the  sagacity  of 
crown  construction  : whether  he  shall  sink  be- 
neath his  Qvviji  guilt,  or  the  cruel  and  barbarous 
refinement  of 'crown  prosecution  t It  has  been 
piost  aptly  called  the  blessed  act ; and  oh  ! may 
the  great  God  of  justice  and  of  mercy  give  repose 
and  eternal  blessings  to  the  souls  of  those  honest 
men  by  whom  it  was  enacted  ! By  this  law  no 
man  shall  be  convicted  of  high  treason  but  on 
proveable  evidence ; the  overt  acts  of  treason,  as 
explained  in  this  law,  shall  be  stated  clearly  and 
distinctly  in  the  charge  } and  the  proof  of  these 
acts  shall  he  equally  clear  and  distinct,  in  ordrr 
jthat  no  man’s  life  shall  depend  on  partial  and 
vjvicked  allegation. 
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It  does  every  thing  for  the  prisoner,  which  he 
could  do  himself — it  does  every  thing  but  uttering* 
the  verdict,  which  alone  remains  with  you,  and 
which,  I trust,  you  will  give  in  the  same  pure, 
honest,  saving  spirit,  in  which  that  act  was  form- 
ed.— Gentlemen,  I would  call  it  an  omnipotent 
act,  if  it  could  possibly  appal  the  informer  from 
our  courts  of  justice;  but  law  cannot  do  it — reli- 
gion cannot  do  it — the  feelings  of  human  nature, 
frozen  in  the  depraved-heart  of  the  wretched  in- 
former— cannot  be  thawed  ! 

No  law  can  prevent  the  envenomed  arrow  from 
being  pointed  at  the  intended  victim,  but  it  has 
given  him  a shield  in  the  integrity  of  a jury! 
Every"  thing  is  so  clear  in  this  act,  that  all  must 
understand: — the  several  acts  of  treason  must  be 
recited,  and  proveable  conviction  must  follow.— 
What  is  proveable  conviction  ? Are  you  at  a loss 
to  know  ? Do  you  think  if  a man  comes  on  the 
table,  and  says— By  virtue  of  my  oath,  I know 
of  a conspiracy  against  the  state,  and  such  and 
siich  persons  are  engaged  in  it”— Do  you  think 
his  mere  allegation  shall  justify  you  in  a verdict, 
of  conviction  ? A wretch  coming  on  this  table  of 
whatsoever  description,  whether  the  noble  lord 
who  has  been  examined,  or  the  honourable  judges 
on  the  bench,  or  Mr.  James  O’Brien,  who  shall 
declare  upon  oath  that  a man  bought  powder, 
ball,  and  arms,  intending  to  kill  another — this  is 
not  proveable  conviction,  the  unlawful  intention 

shall 
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shall  be  attached  by  cogency  of  evidence,  and 
the  credit  of  the  witness  must  stand  strong  and 
unimpeached. 

The  lawmeansnot,  thatinfamous  assertion  or 
dirty  ribaldry  is  to  overthrow  the  character  of  a 
man ; even  in  these  imputations  flung  against  the 
victim,  there  is,  fortunately,  something  deter- 
gent, that  cleanses  the  character  it  was  destined 
to  befoul. 

Ix  stating  the  law,  gentlemen,  I have  told  you 
that  the  overt  acts  must  be  laid  and  proved  by 
positive  testimony  of  untainted  witnesses^,  and  in 
so  saying  I have  only  spoken  the  language  of  the 
most  illustrious  writers  on  the  huv  of  England,  f 
would,  perhaps,  apologize  to  you  for  detaining 
your  attention  so  long  on  these  particular  points, 
but  that  in  thepresent  disturbed  stateof  the  public 
mind,  and  in  the  abandonment  of  principle  which 
it  but  too  frequently  produces,  I think  I cannot  too 
strongly  impress  you  Avith  the  purity  of  legal  dis- 
tinction, so  that  your  souls  shall  not  be  harrowed 
Avith  those  torturing  regrets  which  the  return  of 
reason  Avould  bring  along  with  it,  Avere  you,  on 
tlie  present  occasion,  for  a moment  to  resign  it 
to  the  subjection  of  your  passions  ; for  these, 
though  sometimes  amiable  in  their  impetuosity, 
can  never  be  dignified  and  just,  but  under  the 
controul  of  reason.  • The  charge  against  the  pn- 
' soner  is  two-fold---compassing  and  imaginuEg 
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king’s  death,  and  adhering  to  the  king’s  enemies- 
To  be  accurate  on  this  head  is  not  less  my  in- 
tention than  it  is  my  interest ; for  if  I fall  into 
errors,  they  will  not  escape  the  learned  counsel 
who  is  to  come  after  me,  and  whose  detections  will 
not  fail  to  be  made  in  the  correct  spirit  of  crovvu 
prosecution.  Gentlemen,  there  are  no  fewer  than 
thirteen  overt  acts,  asde'scribed,  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  indictment ; these,  however,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  recapitulate.  The  learned  counsel, 
for  the  crown  has  been  perfectly  candid  and  cor- 
rect in  saying,  that  if  any  of  themsupporteither 
species  of  treason  charged  in  the  indictment,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  attach  the  guilt.  I do  not 
complain  that  on  the  part  of  the  crown  it  was 
not  found  expedient  to  point  out  which  act  or. 
acts  went  to  support  the  indictment ; neither  wdll 
I complain,  gentlemen,  if  you  fixyour  attention 
particularly  on  the  circumstance.  ,Mr  attorney, 
general  has  been  pleased  to  make  an  observation, 
which  drew  a remark  from  my  colleague,  wdth 
whom  Ifully  agree,  that  the  atrocity  of  a charge 
should  make  no  impression  on  yon ; it  was  the 
judgment  of  candour  and.liberality,  and  should  be 
your’s--rnor  though  you  should  more  than  answer 
the  high  opinion  I entertain  of  you,  and  though 
your  hearts  betray  not  the  consoling  confidence 
which  your  looks  inspire,  yet  do  not  disdain  to. 
increase  ypur  stock  of  candour  and.  liberality, 
from  wdjatsoever  source  it  flows  ; and- though  the 
abundance  of  my  client’s  innocence  may  render 
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him  independent  of  its  exertions,  your  country 
wants  it  all.  You  are  not  to  suffer  impressionsof 
loyalt\%  or  an  enthusiastic  love  for  the  sacred 
person  of  the  king,  to  give  your  judgments  the 
smallest  bias.  You  are  to  decide  from  the  evi- 
dence which  you  have  heard,'  and  if  the  atrocity 
of  the  charge  were  to  have  any  influence  with 
you,  it  should  be  that  of  rendering  you  more  in- 
credulous to  the  possibility  of  its  truth.  I con- 
fess, I cannot  conceive  a greater  crime  against 
civilized  society,  be  the  form  of  government  what 
it  may,  whether  monarchical,  republican,  or,  I 
liad  almost  said,  despotic,  than  an  attempt  to  de- 
stroy the  life  of  the  person  holding  the  executive 
authority— the  counsel  for  the  crown  cannot  feel 
a greater  abhorrence  against  it  than  I do  ; and 
happy  am  I,  at  this  moment,  than  I can  do  jus- 
tice to  my  principles,  and  the  feelings  of  my 
heart,  withoutendangeringthedefenceof  my  cli- 
ent, and  that  defence  is,  thaty  our  hearts  would  not 
feel  more  reluctant  to  the  perpetration  of  the 
crimes  with  wdiich  he  is  charged,  than  the  man 
who  there  stands  at  the  bar  of  his  country,  wait- 
ing until  you  shall  clear  him  from  the  foul  and 
unmerited  imputation,  until  your  verdict,  sound- 
ing life  and  honour  to  his  senses,  shall  rescue 
him  from  the  dreadful  fascination  of  theinformer’s 
eye.  The  overt  acts  iu  the  charge  against  the 
prisoner  are  many,  and  all  apparently  of  the  same 
nature,  but  which,  notwithstanding,  admit  of  every 
material  dictinction;  this  want  of  candour  I at- 
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tribute  to  the  base  imposition  of  the  prosecutor  on 
those  who  brought  him  forward.  You  find  at 
the  bottom  of  the  charge  a fonndation  stone  at- 
tempted to  be  laid  by  O’Brien— -the  deliberations 
of  a society  of  united  Irishmen,  and  on  this  are 
laid  all  the  overt  acts,  I said  the  distinction  was 
of  moment,  because  it  is  endeavoured  to  be  held 
forth  to  the  public— to  all  Europe,  that,  at  a 
time  like  this  of  peril  and  of  danger,  there  are, 
in  one  province  alone,  one  hundred  and  eleven 
thousand  of  your  countrymen  combined  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  king,  and  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country  which  so  much  depends  on 
him— -an  assertion  which  you  should  consider  of 
again  and  again  before  you  give  it  any  other  ex- 
istence than  it  derives  from  the  attainting  breath 
of  the  informer,  if  nothing  else  should  induce 
that  consideration  bpt  the  name  of  IRISHMAN, 
the  honours  of  which  you  share,  so  foully,  and, 
as  I shall  demonstrate,  so  falsely  aspersed. 

If  you  can  say  that  one  fact  of  O’Brien’s  tes- 
timony deserves  belief,  all  that  can  from  thence 
be  inferred  is,  that  a great  combination  of  mind 
.and  will  exists  on  some  public  subject.  What  says 
the  written  evidence  on  that  subject  ? What  are 
the  obligations  imposed  by  the  test- oath  of  the 
society  of  united  Irishmen  ? Is  it  unjust  to  get  rid 
of  religious  diflercnces  and  distinction?  Would 
to' God  it  were  possible  ! Is  it  an  oti'ence  against 
the  state,  to  promote  a full,  free,  and  adequate 
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representation  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland  in  par- 
liament ? If  it  be,  the  text  is  full  of  its  own  eom- 
ment,  it  needs  not  mine.  As  to  the  last  clause, 
obliging  to  secrecy. — Now,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  in  the  hearing  of  the  court,  I submit  to 
the  opposite  council  this  question,  I will  make 
iny  adversary  my  arbiter— -Taking  the  test-oath, 
as  thus  written,  is  there  any  thing  of  treason  in 
it  ? However  objectionable  it  may  be,  it  cer- 

tainly is  not  treasonable : I admit  there  may  be  a 
colourable  combination  of  words  to  conceal  a real 
bad  design,  but  to  what  evils  would  it  not  expose 
society,  if,  in  this  case,  to  suppose  were  to  decide. 
An  high  legal  authority  thus  speaks  on  this  sub- 
ject : “ strong  indeed  must  the  evidence  be,  which 
goes  to  prove  that  any  man  can  mean  by  words 
any  thing  more,  than  what  is  conveyed  in  their 
‘‘  ordinary  acceptation.”  If  the  test  of  any  par- 
ticular community  were  an  open  one ; if,  like 
the  London  corresponding  society,  it  was  to 
be  openly  published,  then,  indeed,  there  might 
be  a reason  for  not  using  words  in  their  common 
application— but,  subject  to  no  public  discus- 
sion, at  least  not  intended  to  be  so— -why  should 
the  proceedings  of  those  men,  or  the  obligation 
by  which  they  are  connected,  be  expressed  in 
the  phraseology  of  studied  concealment  ? 

If  men  meet  in  secret,  to  talk  over  how  best 
the  French  can  invade  this  country,  to  what  pur- 
pose is  it  tliat  they  take  an  engagement  diilercnt 
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in  meaning?  Coinmeii  sense  rejects  tlie  idea! 
Cientlemen,  having  stated  these  distinctions,  I am  . 
led  to  the  remaining  divisions  of  the  subject  you 
are  to  consider.  1 admit,  that,  because  a man 
merely  takes  this  obligation  of  union,  it  cannot 
prevent  his  becoming  a traitor  if  he  pleases  ; but 
the  question  for  you  to  decide  on  would  tlicn  be, 
whether  every  man  who  takes  it  must  necessa- 
rily be  a traitor  r Independent  of  that  engage- 
ment, have  anj^  superadded  facts 'been  proved 
against  the  prisoner  ? What  is  the  evidence  of 
O’Brien  r what  has  he  stated  ? Here,  gentlemen 
let  me  claim  the  benefits  of  that  great  privilege, 
which  distinguishes  trial  by  jury  in  this  country 
from  all  the  world. 

Twelve  men,  not  emerging  from  the  must  and 
cobwebs  of  a studv,  abstracted  from  human  na- 
ture,  or  only  acquainted  with  its  extravagancies; 
but'twelve  men,  conversant  with  life,  and  prac- 
tised in  those  feelings  which  mark  the  common 
and  necessary  intercourse  between  man  and  man. 
Such  are  you,  gentlemen  ; how,  then,  does  Mr. 
O'Brien’s  tale  hang  together  ? Look  to  its  com- 
mencement. He  walks  along  Thomas-street,  in 
the  open  day;  (a  street,  not  the  least  populous  in 
this  city,)  and  is  accosted  by  a man,  who,  without 
any  preface,  tells  him,  he’ll  be  murdered  before  he 
goes  half  the  street,  unless  he  becomes  an  united 
Irishman  ! Do  you  think  this  a probable  story  ? 
'Suppose  any  of  you,  gentlemen,  be  a united  Irish- 
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man,  or  a free  mason,  or  a friendly  brother,  and 
that  you  met  me  walking  innocently  along,  just  like 
Mr.  O’Brien,  and  meaning  /iam,  would  yoii 
say,  Stop,  Mr.  Curran,  don*t  go  further,  you’ll 
be  murdered  before  you  go  half  the  street,  if 
you  do  not  become  a united  Irishman,  a free 
mason,  or  a friendly  brother.”  Did  you  ever 
hear  so  coaxing  an  invitation  to  felony  as  this  r 
Sweet  Mr.  James  O’Brien  1 come  in  and  save 
your  precious  life,  come  in  and  take  an  oath,  or 
“ you’ll  be  murdered  before  you  go  half  the 
street !— Do,  sweetest,  dearest  Mr.  Janies 
“ O’Brien,  come  in,  and  do  not  risk  your  valuable 
existence.”  What  a loss  had  he  been  to  liis 
king,  whom  he  loves  so  marvellously  1 Well,  what 
does  poor  Mr.  O’Brien  do  t Poor,  dear  man,  he 
stands  petrified  with  the  magnitude  of  his  danger 
—all  his  members  refuse  their  office— he  can  nei- 
ther run  from  the  danger,  nor  call  out  for  assist- 
ance; his  tongue  cleaves  to  his  mouth  r and  his 
feet  incorporate  with  the  paving  stones— it  is  in 
vain  that  his  expressive  eye  silently  implores  pro- 
tection of  the  passenger;  he  yields  at  length,  as 
greater  men  have  done,  and  resignedly  submits  to 
his  fate — he  then  enters  the  house,  and  being  led 
into  a room,  a parcel  of  men  make  faces  at  him — 
but  mark  the  metamorphosis— -well  may  it  be  said 
that  “ Miracles  will  never  cease,”— he  who  feared 
to  resist  in  open  air,  and  in  the  face  of  the  public, 
becomes  a bravo,  ivhen  pent  up  in  a room,  and  en- 
vironed by  sixteeiimQxiy  and  one  is  obliged  to  bar 
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the  door,  while  another  swears  him,  which,  after 
some  resistance,  is  accordi  ngly  done,  and  poor  Mr. 
O’Brien  becomes  an  united  Irishman,  for  no 
earthly  purpose  whatever,  but  merely  to  save  his 
sweet  life  ! But  this  is  not  all— the  pill  so  biiter 
to  the  percipiency  of  his  loyal  palate,  must  be 
washed  down,  and  lest  he  should  throw  it  off  his 
stomach,  he  is  filled  up  to  the  neck  with  beef 
and  whiskey.-— What  further  did  they  do  ? 

^Ir.  0’13rien,  thus  persecuted,  abused  and  ter- 
Tified,  would  have  gone  and  lodged  his  sorrows 
in  the  sjan pathetic  bosom  of  the  major,  but  to 
prevent  him  even  this  little  solace,  they  made 
him  drunk.— Tlie  next  evening  they  used  him  in 
the  like  barbarous  manner,  so  that  he  was  not 
only  sworn  against  his  will,  but,  poor  man,  he 
was  made  drunk  against  his  inclination.  Thus 
was  he  besieged  with  united  beef  stakes  and  whis- 
key,  and  against  such  potent  assailants  not  . even 
Mr.  O’Brien  could  prevail. 

Whether  all  this  wdiiskey  that  he  has  been 
forced  to  drink  has  produced  the  effect  or  not,  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  loyalty  is  better  than  his  memory.  In 
the  spirit  of  loyalty  he  becomes  prophetic,  and  told 
to  lord  Portarlington  the  circumstances  relative  to 
the  intended  attack  on  the  ordnance  stores  full 
three  weeks  before  he  had  obtained  the  informa- 
tion through  moral  agency— Oh!  honest  James 
‘O’ Brien  !— honest  James  O’Brien!  Let  others 
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vainly  argue  on  logical  truth  and  ethical  false- 
hood, but  if  I can  once  fasten  liim  to  the  ring  of 
perjury,  I will  bait  him  at  it,  until  his  testimony 
shall  fail  of  producing  a verdict,  although  human 
nature  were  as  vile  and  monstrous  in  you  as  she 
is  in  him  ! He  has  made  a mistake  / but  surely  no 
man’s  life  is  safe  if  such  evidence  were  admissi- 
ble ; what  argument  can  be  founded  on  his  tes- 
timony, when  he  swears  he  has  perjured  himself, 
and>  that  any  thing  he  saj^s  must  be  false;  I must 
not  believe  him  at  all,  and  by  a paradoxical  con- 
clusion, suppose,  against  “ the  damnation”  of 
his  own  testimony,  XXi^thehdinhonestman  ! [Ano- 
ther of  the  prisoner’s  counsel  having  liere  sugges- 
ted something  to  Mr.  Curran,  he  continued]  My 
learned  friend  supposed  me  to  be  mistaken,  and 
confounding  the  evidences  of  O’Brien  and  Clark, 
but  I am  not ; I advert  to  what  O’Brien  said  to 
lord  Portarlington,  respecting  the  attack  on  the  ' 
arsenal. 

Stroxgly  as  I feel  my  interest  keep  pace  with 
that  of  my  client,  I would  not  defend  him  at  the 
expence  of  truth  ; I seek  not  to  make  him  worse 
than  he  is;  whatever  he  may  be,  God  Almighty 
convert  his  mind  ! ^lay  his  reprobation, — but  I 
beg  his  pardon,  let  your  verdict  stamp  that  cur- 
rency on  his  credit;  it  will  have  more  force  than 
any  casual  remarks  of  mine.  How  this  contradic- 
tion in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  evidence  occurred  I am  at  no 
loss  to  understand.  He  started  from  the  beginning  ’ 
with  an  intention  of  informing  against  some  per- 
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son,  no  matter  against  whom;  ami  whether  he 
ever  saw  the  prisoner  at  the  time  he  gave  the  inr 
formation  to  lord  Port  aldington  is  a question  ; 
but  none,  that  he  fabricated  tlie  story  for  the 
purpose  of  imposing  on  the  honest  zeal  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown. 

Having  now  glanced  at  a part  of  this  man's 
evidence,  I do  not  mean  to  part  with  him  entire- 
ly, I shall  have  occasion  to  visit  him  again;  but 
before  1 do,  let  me,  gentlemen,  once  more  im- 
press upon  your  minds  the  observation  which  my 
colleague  applied  to  the  laws  of  high  treason, 
that  if  they  are  not  explained  on  the  statute  book, 
they  are  explained  on  the  hearts  of  all  honest 
men;  and,  as  St.  Paul  says,  though  they  know 
not  the  law,  they  obey  the  statutes  thereof." 
The  essence  of  the  charge  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration tends  to  the  dissolution  of  the  conhex- 
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ion  between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain. 

I OWN,  it  is  with  much  warmth  and  selfgratu- 
lation,  that  I feel  this  calumny  answered  by  the  at- 
tachment of  every  good  man  to  the  British  consti- 
tution. Ifeel,  I embrace  itsprinciples;  and  when 
I look  on  you,  the  proudest  beneht  of  that  consti- 
tution, I am  relieved  from  the  fears  of  advocacy, 
since  T place  my  client  under  the  intluence  of  its 
sacred  shade.  This  is  not  the  idle  sycopharu  y of 
words — It  is  not  crying  “ Lord  ! Lord  ! but  doing 
the  v/iil  of  my  father  who  is  in  heaven."  If  my 

client 
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client  were  lobe  tried  by  a jury  of  I.udgate-hill 
[ shop-keepers,  he  would  ere  now  be  in  his  lodg- 
ing. The  law  of  England  would  not  suffer  a man 
to  be  cruelly  butchered  in  a court  of  justice.  The 
law  of  England  recognises  the  possibility  of  villians 
thirsting  for  the  blood  of  their  fellow-creatures; 
and  the  people  of  Ireland  have  no  cause  to  be  in- 
credulous of  the  fact.  Thus  it  is,  that  in  England 
two  witnesses  are  essential  to  the  proof  of  high 
treason ; and  the  poorest  wretch  that  crawls  on 
British  ground,  has  this  protection  between  him 
^.ndiihosevampyres  who  crawl  out  of  their  graves 
in  search  of  human  blood.  If  there  be  but  one 
witness,  there  is  theless  possibility  of  contradicting 
him— he  the  less  fears  any  detection  of  his  murder- 
ous tale,  having  only  infernal  communication  be- 
tween him  and  the  author  of  all  evil ; and  when  on 
the  table, which  he  makes  the  altar  of  his  sacrifice, 
however  common  men  may  be  affected  at  sight  of 
the  innocent  victim,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the 
prompter  of  his  perjury  will  instigate  him  to  retri- 
bution : — this  is  the  law  in  England,  and  God  forbid 
thatjrishmen  should  so  differ,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  law,  from  Englishmen,  that  their  blood  is 
not  equally  worth  preserving. 

I DO  not,  gentlemen,  apply  any  part  of  this  ob- 
servation to  you  ; you  are  Irishmen  yourselves, 
and,  I know  you  will  act  proudly  and  honestly. 
Wily  the  law  of  England  renders  two  witnesses 
necessary,  and  one  witness  insufficient,  to  take 
II  h away 


236 


away  tlie  life  of  a man,  on  a charge  of  high-treason, 
founded  oil  the  principles  of  common  sence,  anil 
■ common justice;  for,  unlessthesubjcct  weregiiard- 
ed  b\- this  wise  prevention,  every  wretch  who  could 
so  pprvert  the  powers  of  invention,  as  to  trump  up 
'a  tale  of  treason  and  conspiracy,  would  have  it  in 
his  power  to  defraud  the  crown  into  the  most  abom-  - 
i nable  and  afflicting  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression, 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  though  from  the  evi- 
dence which  has  been  adduced  against  the  prisoner 
“they  have  lost  their  value,  yet,  had  they  been  ne- 
cessary, I must  tell  you,  that  my  client  came  for- 
ward under  a disadvantage  of  great  magnitude,  the 
absence  of  two  witnesses,  very  material  to  his  de- 
fence—I am  not  now  at  liberty  to  say,  what,  I am 
instructed,  would  have  been  proved  by  May,  and 
!Mr.  Roberts— AVhy  is  not  Mr.  Roberts  here  ?— 
Recollect  theadmission  of  O’Brien,  thathethreat- 
ened  to  settle  him,  and  you  will  cease  to  wonder  at 
his  absence,  when,  if  he  came,  the  dagger  was  in 
preparation  to  be  plunged  into  his  heart.— I said 
Mr.  Roberts  was  absent,  I correct  myself— Xo  ! 
in  effect  he  is  here,  I appeal  to  the  heart  of  that 
obdurate  man,  what  would  have  been  his  testimony 
if  he  had  dared  to  venture  a personal  evidence  on 
this  trial  ?— Gracious  God  ! Is  a tyranny  of  this 
kind  to  be  borne  with,  where  law  is  said  to  exist  1 
Shall  the  horrors  which  surround  the  informer,  the 
ferocity  of  his  countenance,  and  the  terrors  of  his 
voice,  cast  such  a wide  and  appalling  influence, 
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^that  none  dare  approach  and  save  the  victint 
which  he  marks  for  ignominy  and  death! 

Now,  gentlemen,  be  pleased  to  look  to  the  rest? 
of  O’Brien’s  testimony:  he  tells  you  there  are  one 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  men,  in  one  province 
added  to  ten  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis, ready  to  assist  the  object  of  an  invasion. 
— What  I gentlemen,  do  you  think  there  are  se 
many  in  one  province— somany  in  your  city,  com- 
bined against  their  country  ? At  such  a time 
this,  do  you  think  it  a wise  thing  to  say,  on  the 
evidence  of  the  abominable  O’Brien,  that  if  the 
enemy  was , to  invade  this  country,  there  are 
one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  men  ready  to 
run  to  his  standard?  But  this  is  not  the  most 
appalling  view  of  this  questionj: — For  its  import- 
. ance,  and  its  novelty,  this  is  the  most  unprece- 
dented trial  in  the  annals  of  this  country.  I re- 
collect none  bearing  any  affinity  to  it,  save  that  of 
the  unhappy  w^anderer,  Jackson  : and,  promising 
. tliat  I mean  not  the  smallest  allusion  to  the  con- 
duct of  public  measures  in  this  country,  are  you 
prepared,  I ask  you  seriously,  are  you  prepared 
to  embark  your  respectable  characters  in  the  same 
bottom  with  this  detestable  Ii^FORMER  Are 
you  ready  on  such  evidence  to  take  away,  one 
by  one,  the  lives  of  an  hundred  thousand  meii, 
by  prosecutions  in  a court  of  justice  ? Are  you 
prepared,  when  O’Brien  shall  come  forward 
against  ten  thousand  of  your  fellow* citizens,  to 
; assist 
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li?;sist  him  ill  digging  the  graves,  3tliich  he  has 
destined  to  receive  them  one  by  one  ? No  ! conkl 
yonr  hearts  yield  for  a moment  to  the  suggestion, 
your  own  reflections  would  vindicate  the  justice 
of  God,  and  the  insulted  character  of  man  ; you 
would  fly  from  the  secrets  of  your  chamber,  and 
take  refuge  in  the  multitude,  from  those  com- 
punctious visitings,”  which  meaner  men  could 
not  look  on  without  horror.  Do  not  think  I 
am  speaking  disrespectfully  of  you  when  I say 
that  while  an  O’Brien  may  be  found,  it  may  be 
the  lot  of  the  proudest  among  you  to  be  in  the 
dock  instead  of  the  jury  box;  how  then  on  such 
an  occasion  would  any  of  you  feel,  if  such  evi- 
dence as  has  been  heard  this  day  were  adduced 
against  you? 

The  application  affects  you — you  shrink  from 
the  imaginary  situation — remember  then  the  great 
mandate  of  3"our  religion,  and  do  unto  all  men 

as  3^011  would  the3"  should  do  unto  3mu.”  Why 
do  3^11  condescend  to  listen  to  me  with  such  at- 
tention ? 11^13"  so  anxious,  if  even  from  me  any 
thing  should  fall  tending  to  enlighten  vou  on  the 
present  awful  occasion  ? it  is,  because,  bound  by 
the  sacred  obligations  of  an  oath,  3^our  heart  will 
not  allow  3’ou  to  forfeit  it.  Have3"ou  an3"  doubt 
that  it  is  the  object  of  O’Brien  to  take  down  the 
prisoner  for  the  reward  that  follows  ? Have  3^011 
not  seen  with  what  more  than  instinctive  keen- 
ness this  .blood-hound  has  pursued  his  victim? 

how 
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how  he  has  kept  him  in  view  from  place  to  place 
until  he  hunts  liim  thro*  the  avenues  of  the  court 
to  where  the  unhappy  man  stands  now,  hopeless 
of  all  succour  but  that  which  your  verdict  shall 
afford.  I have  heard  of  assassination  by  sword,  by 
pistol,  and  by  dagger,  but  here  is  a wretch  who 
would  dip  the  evangelists  in  blood— if  he  thinks 
he  has  not  sworn  his  victim  to  death,  he  is  ready 
to  swear,  without  mercy  and  without  end  ; but 
oh  ! do  not,  I conjure  you,  suffer  him  to  take  an 
oath;  the  arm  of  the  murderer  should  not  pol- 
lute the  purity  of  the  gospel ; il  he  will  swear, 
let  it  be  on  the  knife,  the  proper  symbol  of  his 
profession  ! Gentlemen,  I am  reminded  of  the 
tissue  of  abomination,  with  which  this  deadly  ca- 
lumniator, this  O’Brien,  has  endeavoured  to  load 
so  large  a portion  of  your  adult  countrymen. 
He  charges  one  hundred  thousand  Irishmen  with 
the  deliberate  cruelty  of  depriving  their  fellow- 
creatures  of  their  eyes,  tongues,  and  hands  ! Do 
not  believe  the  infamous  slander  ! If  I were  told 
that  there  was  in  Ireland  one  man  who  could  so 
debase  human  nature,  I should  hesitate  to  believe 
that  even  O’Brien  were  he.  I have  heard  the  ar- 
gument made  use  of,  that,  in  cases  of  a very  foul 
nature,  witnesses  cannot  be  found  free  from  ini' 
putation  ; this  admitted  in  its  fullest  extent,  it 
does  not  follow,  that  such  evidence  is  to  be  ac- 
credited without  other  support.  In  such  cases 
strong  corroboration  is  necessary,  and  you  would 
be  the  most  helpless  and  unfortunate  men  in  the 
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'ivorlil,  if  you  were  under  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing to  the  solitary  testimony  of  such  witnesses. 
Ill  the  present  prosecution  two  witnesses  have 
"been  examined,  for  the  respectable  character  of 
lord  Portarlington  must  not  be  polluted  by  a 
combination  with  O’Brien  ; if  his  lordship  had 
told  exactly  the  same  story  with  O’Brien,  it  could 
tjot,  however,  be  considered  as  corroborating 
O'Brien,  who  might  as  easily,  have  uttered  a 
falshood  to  lord  Portarlington  as  he  did  here;  but 
liow  much  more  strongly  must  you  feel  your- 
selves bound  to  reject  his  evidence,  when  appeal- 
ing to  his  lordship,  be  is  materially  contradicted, 
«ind  his,  peijury  established.  AVith  respect  to 
Clark,  he  fixes  no  corroborative  evidence  what-^ 
ever  to  the  overt  acts  laid  in  the  indictment  In 
endeavouring  to  slide  in  evidence  of  a conspiracy  to 
murder  Thompson,  what  might  be  the  conse- 
fjueiice  if  such  a vile  insinuation  took  possession 
of  your  minds — I am  not  blinking  the  question, 
1 come  boldly  up  to  it — there  is  not  the  most  re- 
mote evidence  to  connect  the  fate  of  Thompson 
^yith  the  jiresent  case,  and  nothing  could  shew 
the  miserable  paucity  of  his  evidence  more  than 
seeking  to  support  it  ou  w'hat  did  not  at  all  relate 
to  the  charge.  Five  witnesses,  as  if  by  the  inter- 
j’crence  of  providence,  have  discredited  O’Brien 
to  as  many  facts. 

AViiat  did  the  simple  and  honest  evidence  of 
John  Clarke  of  Blue-bell  amount  lo  against, 
O’Brien,  it  attached  the  double  crime  of  artifice 

and 
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ami  perjary,  and  added  robbery  to  the  personifi- 
cation. See  now  in  Dublin  there  are  at  this  mo- 
ment thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  your  fellow 
citizens,  anxiously  by,  waiting  to  know  if  you 
.will  convict  the  prisoner  on  the  evidence  of  a wil- 
ful and  corrupt  perjurer,  whether  they  are,  each 
in  his  turn,  to  feel  the  fatal  effects  of  his  con- 
demnation, or  whether  they  are  to  find  protec- 
tion in  the  laws  from  the  machinations  of  the  in- 
former, fMr.  Curran  having  been  reminded  to 
observe  on  the  recipe  for  coining.]  No  ! con- 
tinued he,  let  him  keep  his  coining  for  himself  j 
it  will  not  pass  in  common  with  other  pieces — 
it  suits  him  well,  and  is  the  proper  emblem  of 
his  conscience,  copper  washed.  Would  you  let 
such  a fellow  as  this  into  your  house  as  a servant 
under  tlie  impressions  which  his  evidence  must 
make  on  your  minds  ? 

If  you  would  not  take  his  services  in  exchange 
for  wages,  will  you  take  his  perjury  in  exchange 
for  the  life  of  a fellow  creature  ? How  will  you 
feel,  if  the  assignats  of  such  evidence  pass  current 
for  human  blood ! How  will  you  bear  the  serrated 
and  iron  fangs  of  remorse,  gnawing  at  your  hearts, 
if,  in  the  moment  of  abandonment,  you  suffer  the 
victim  to  be  massacred  even  in  our  arms.  But 
has  his  perjury  stopped  here  ? What  said  the 
innocent  countryman,  Patrick  Cavanagh? — Pur- 
suing the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  in  the  paths  of 
honest  industry,  he  is  in  the  act  of  fulfilling  the 
decree  of  his  maker,  he  is  earning  his  bread  by 
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the  sweat  of  his  brow  ; when  this  villain,  less 
pure  than  the  arch-fiend  who  brought  this  sen- 
tence of  laborious  action  on  mankind,  enters  the 
habitation  of  jieace  and  humble  industry,  and, 
not  content  with  dipping  his  tongue  in  perjury 
and  blood,  robs  tlie  poor  man  of  two  guineas  ! 
Can  yon  wonder  that  he  crept  into  the  hole  of 
the  multitude  when  the  witness  would  have  de- 
veloped him  ? do  you  wonder  that  he  endea- 
voured to  shun  vour  eves  ? 

At  this  moment  even  the  bold  and  daring  vil- 
lainy of  O’Brien  stood  abashed  ; he  saw'  the  eye 
of  heaven  in  that  of  an  innocent  and  injured  man, 
perhaps  the  feeling  was  consummated  by  a glance 
from  the  dock — his  heart  bore  testimony  to  his 
guilt,  and  he  fled  for  the  same  ! Gracious  God  ! 
have  you  been  so  soiled  in  the  vile  intercourse, 
that  you  will  give  him  a degree  of  credit,  which 
you  will  deny  to  the  candid  and  untainted  evi- 
dence of  so  many  honest  men  ? But  I have  not 
- done  with  him  yet— while  an  atom  of  hisvile- 
Tiess  hangs  together,  I will  separate  it,  lest  you 
should  chance  to  be  taken  by  it.  Was  there  a human 
creature  brought  forward  to  say  he  is  any  other 
than  a villain  ? did  his  counsel  venture  to  ask  our 
witnesses,  why  they  discredited  him  r did  he  dare 
to  ask  on  wliat  they  established  their  assertions  ? 
no  ! by  this  time  it  is  probable  Mr.  O’Brien  is 
/sick  of  investigation.  You  find  him  coilinghim- 
self  in  the  scaly  circles  of  his  cautious  perjury, 
'making  anticipated  battle  against  any  one  w'ho 
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should  appear  against  him— but  you  see  him  sink- 
before  the  proof. 

Do  you  feel,  gentlemen^  that  I have  been  wan- 
tonly aspersing  this  man’s  character  ? Is  he  not 
a perjurer,  a swindler,  and  that  he  is  not  a mur- 
derer, will  depend  on  you.  He  assumes  the  cha- 
racter of  a king’s  officer,  to  rob  the  king’s  people' 
of  their  money,  and  afterwards,  when  their  pro-’ 
j)erty  fails  him,  he  seeks  to  rob  them  of  their  lives  I 
What  say  you  to  his  habitual  fellowship  with 
baseness  and  fraud?  He  gives  a recipe  instruct- 
ing to  felony,  and  counterfeiting  the  king’s  coin, 
and  when  questioned  about  it,  what  is  his  an- 
swer:— why  truly,  that  it  was  only  a//«7^^,  easij 
way  of  gettingmoney — only  a litdebito^  a 

Good  God  ! I ask  you,  has  it  ever  came 
across  you,  to  meet  with  such  a constellation  of 
'infamy  1 

Beside  the  perjury  Clark  had  nothing  to  say, 
scarcely  ground  to  turn  on.  He  swears  he  was 
not  in  the  court  yesterday — what  then  ? why,  he 
has  only  perjured  himself ! — well,  cM little  skir- 
inisli  up  again  ?— why,  it  was  but  a viistake  ! a 
little  puzzled  or  so,  and  not  being  a lawyer y he 
could  not  tell  whether  he  Avas  in  court  or  not ! 
^Ir.  Clark  is  a much  better  evidence  than  my 
lord  Portarlington — his  lordship,  in  the  improvi- 
dence of  truth,  bore  a single  testimony  ; while 
Clark,  wisely  providing  against  contingencies, 
^wor<)  at  botli  sides  of  the  gutter,  but  the  lesser 
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perjurer  is  almost  forgotten  in  the  greater.  So 
fewer  tlian  FIVE  perjuries  are  established  against 
the  Loyal  Mr.  O’Brien,  who  has  been  uiiitedio 
“ every  honest  man^ — if  indicted  on  any  one  of 
these,  I must  tell  you,  gentlemen,,  that  he  could, 
not  be  sworn  in  a com  t of  justice  ; on  the  testi- 
mony of  five  witnesses,  on  his  own  testimony,  he. 
stands  indicted  before  you ; and,  gentlemen,  you 
must  refuse  him  that  credit,  not  to  be.  squandered 
on  such  baseness  and  profligacy.  The  present 
cause  takes  in  the  entire  character  of  vour  coun- 
try,  which  may  sutler  iu  the  eyes  of  all  Europe 
by  your  verdict.  This  is  the  first  prosecution  of* 
the  kind  brought  forward  to  view. — It  is  the  great 
experiment  of  the  informers  of  Ireland,  toascer.- 
tain  how  far  they,  can  carry  on  a traiTick  in  hu- 
man blood  I This  cannibal  informer,  this  daemon, 
O’Brien,  greedy  after  human  gore,  has  fifteen 
other  victims  in  reserve,  if,  from  your  verdict,  he 
receives  the  unhappy  man  at  the  bar  I Fifteen 
more  of  your  fellow- citizens  are  to  be  tried  on  his 
evidence ! Be  you  then  their  saviours,  let  your 
verdict  snatch  them  from  his  ravening  maw,  and 
interpose  between  yourselves  and  endless  remorse ! 

I KNOW,  gentlemen,  I would  but  insult  you,  if 
I were  to  apologize  for  detaining  you  thus  long; 
if  I have  apology  to  make  to  any  person,  it  is  to 
my  client,  for  thus  delaying  his  acquittal.  Sweet 
is  the  recollection  of  having  done  justice,  in  that 
hour,  when  the  hand  of  death  presses  on  the  hu- 
man heart ! Sweet  is  the  hope  which  it  gives  birth 
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to!  From  you  I demand  that  justice  for  my 
client,  your  innocent  and  unfortunate  fellow-sub- 
ject at  the  bar,  and  may  you  have  for  it  a more 
lasting  reward  than  the  perishable  crown  we  read 
of,  which  the  ancients  placed  on  the  brow  of  him 
who  saved  in  battle  the  life  of  a fellow-citizen. 

If  you  should  ever  be  assailed  by  the  hand  of 
the  informeVy  may  you  find  an  all-powerful  re- 
fuge in  the  example  which  you  shall  set  this  day; 
earnestly  do  I pray  that  you  may  never  experi- 
ence what  it  is  to  count  the  tedious  hours  in  cap- 
tivity, pining  in  the  damps  and  gloom  of  the 
dungeon,  while  the  wicked  one  is  going  about  at 
large,  seeking  w^hom  he  may  devour.  There  is 
another,  than  a human  tribun.il,  where  the  best 
of  us  will  have  occasion  to  look  back  on  the  little 
good  we  have  done.  In  tliat  awful  trial,  oh  ! 
may  your  verdict  this  day  assure  your  hopes,  and 
give  you  strength  and  consolation  in  the  presence 
of  an  ADJUDGING  GOD. 

\IIere  ended  Mr.  Curran's  address : and  to  saj/ 
that  the  reporter  has  done  it  justice,  is  a presump- 
tion zchich  he  disdaims.  To  keep  pace  with  the  ra- 
pid fow  of  his  eloquence  is.  impossible  ; the  hearer 
stands  in  astonishment  and  rapture,  viezcing  the 
majesty  of  its  course  ; and  he  who  most  admires  it, 
is  least  able  to  record  it.'\ 

MR.  FINNEY  WAS  ACQUITTED. 
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.abstract  of  the  indictment.  ■ 


iVlR.  PETER  FINNERTY  being  put  to  the 
bar,  the  pannel  of  the  petty  jurors  was  called, 
there  appeared  above  one  hundred  and  forty 
names  on  it. 

The  clerk  of  the  crown  then  gave  Mr.  Finnerty 
in  charge  of  the  jury  upon  an  indictment  stating. 
That  at  a general  assizes  and  general  goal  de- 
livery  holden  at  Carrickfergus,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Antrim,  oh  the  seventeenth  of  April, 
**  in  the  thirtv-seventh  vear  of  the  kincr,  before 
the  honourable  Mathias  Finucane,  one  of  the 
judges  of  his  majesty’s  court  of  common  pleas 
in  Ireland,  and  the  honourable  Denis  George, 
oneofthc  barons  ofhis  majesty’s  court  of  exche- 
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qucr  In  Ireland,  justices  and  commissione  rs  as- 
signed  to  deliver  the  goal  of  our  said  lord  tliQ 
king  in  and  for  tl>e  country  of  Antrim  of  the 
“ several  prisoners  and  malefactors  therein,  ono 
William  Orr,  lateofFarranshane,  in  said  county 
Antrim,  yeoman,  was  in  lawful  manner  indict- 
ed  for  feloniously  administering  a certain  oath 
and  engagement,  upon  a book,  to  one  Hugh 
Wheatly;  w^hichoath  and  engagement  import- 
ed  to  bind  the  said  Hugh  Wheatly,  who  thea 
and  there  took  the  same,  to  be  of  an  associa^- 
tion,  brotherhood,  and  society,  formed  for  se- 
ditious  purposes;  and  also,  for  feloniously  cans* 
ing,  procuring,  and  Inducingsaid  Hugh Wheat- 
ly  to  take  an  oath  of  said  import  last  mentioned  j 
‘‘  and  also  for  feloniously  administering  to  said 
Hugh  Wheatly  another  oath,  importing  to  bind 
said  Hugh  Wheatly  not  to  inform  or  give  er- 
dence  against  any  brother,  associate  or  confe- 
derate  of  a certain  society  then  and  there  form- 
ed;  and  also,  for  feloniously  causing,  procuring 
and  seducing  said  Hugh  Wheatly  to  take  an 
oathof  said  importlastmentioned.  Andafter- 
\vards  at  Carrickfergus  aforesaid,  before  the 
right  honourable  Barry  lord  Yelverton,  lord 
chief  baron  of  his  majesty’s  court  of  exchequer 
in  Ireland,  and  the  honourable  Tankerville 
Chamberlaine,  one  of  his  majesty’s  justices  of 
his  court  of  chief  place  in  Ireland,  at  a general 
assizes,  &c.  on  the  sixteenthday  of  September, 
in  the  thirty-seventh  year  oft  he  king,  saidWil- 
liam  Orr^  by  the  verdict  of  a certain  jury  of 
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saiil  county  of  Antrim,  between  our  said  lord 
the  king  and  said  William  Orr,  taken  of  and 
“ for  the  felony  aforesaid  in  due  manner,  was 
tried,  convicted,  and  attainted,  and  for  the 
same  was  duly  executed;  and  that  he,  well 
‘‘  knowing  the  premises,  but  being  a wicked  and 
ill  disposed  person,  and  of  unquiet  conversa- 
tion  and  disposition,  and  devising  and  intend- 
ing  to  molest  and  disturb  the  peace  and  pub- 
“ lie  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; 

and  to  bring  and  draw  the  trial  aforesaid,  and 
**  the  verdict  thereon,  for  our  said  lord  the  king, 
“ against  this  William  Orr  given,  and  the  due 
course  of  law  in  that  behalf  had,  as  aforesaid, 
into  hatred,  contempt,  and  scandal  with  all 
« the  liege  subjects  of  our  said  lord  the  king ; 

and  to  persuade,  and  cause  the  subjects  of  our 
“ said  lord  the  king  to  believe,  that  the  trial 
aforesaid  was  unduly  had,  and  that  the  said 
William  Orr  did  undeservedly  die  in  manner 
‘‘  aforesaid  ; and  that  his  excellency  John  Jef- 
“ frys,  earl  Camden,  the  lord  lieutenant  of  this 
kingdom,  after  the  conviction  aforesaid,  ought 
to  have  extended  to  the  said  William  Orr  his 
majesty’s  gracious  pardon  of  the  felonies 
aforesaid ; and  that  in  not  so  extending  such 
pardon,  he,  the  said  lord  lieutenant,  had  acted 
inhumanly,  wickedly',  and  unjustly,  and  in  a 
‘‘  manner  unworthy  of  the  trust  which  had  been 
‘‘  committed  to  him  by  our  said  lord  the  king  in 
‘‘  that  behalf;  and  that  the  said  lord  lieutenant. 
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ill  his  government  of  this  kingdom,  had  acted 
unjustly,  cruelly,  and  oppressively  to  his  majes- 
“ ty’s  subjects  tlierein.  And  to  fulfil  and  bring  to 
effect  his  most  wicked  and  detestable  devices 
and  intentions  aforesaid,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
October,  intlie  thirty-seventh  year  of  the  king, 
‘‘  at  Alountrath-street^aforesaid,  city  of  Dublin 
aforesaid,  falsely,  wickedly,  maliciously,  and 
seditiously,  did  print  and  publish,  and  cause 
and  procure  to  be  printed  and  published,  in  a 
certain  newspaper  entitled  ‘ the  press,’  a cer- 
tain  false,  wdeked,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel, 
of  and  concerning  the  said  trial,  conviction,  at- 
tainderand  execution  of  the  said  William  Orr 
as  aforesaid,  and  of  and  concerning  the  said 
lord  lieutenant  and  his  government  of  this  king- 
dom,  and  his  majesty’s  ministers  employed  by 
‘‘  himiuhisgovernmentof  this  kingdom,  accord- 
ing  to  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  to  wit. 
^ ^ The  death  of  Mr.  Orr  (meaning  the  said  ex- 
edition  of  the  said  William  Orr)  the  nation  has 
pronounced  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  and  sa- 
vage  acts  that  had  disgraced  the  laws.  Inperju- 
ry,  did  you  not  hear,  my  lord,  (meaning  the  said 
1 o rd  1 i e u te  n an  t ) t he  ve  r d i c t ( m ean  i ng  the  ver  di  c t 
‘‘  aforesaid)  was  given  r Perjury  accompanied  with 
terror,  as  terror  has  marked  every  step  of  your 
“ government  (meaning  the  government,  of  this 
kingdom  aforesaid,  by  the  said  lord  lieutenant.) 
Vengeance  and  desolation  were  to  fall  on  those 
^ who  would  not  plunge  themselves  in  blood. 
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These  were  not  strong  enough : Against  theex- 
press  law  of  the  land,  not  only  was  drink  intro- 
(hired  to  the  jury  pneaning  the  jury  aforesaid), 
‘‘  but  drunkenness  itself,  beastly  and  criminal 
**  drunkenness,  wasemployed toproeurethemur- 
**  dcr  of  a better  man  (meaning  the  said  execution 
of  the  said  A\"illiani  Orr)  than  any  that  now 
surrounds  you  (meaning  the  said  lord  lieute- 
**  Tiant)/  And  in  another  part  thereof,  accord- 
ing  to  tenor  and  effect  following,  ’to  wit.  ‘ Ile- 
])entance,  whicli  is  a slow  virtue,  hastened 
**  liowever  to  declare  the  innocence  of  the  victim, 
(meaning  the  said  William  Orr")  the  mischief 
‘‘  (meaning  the  said  conviction  of  the  said  Wil- 
liam  Orr)  which  perjury  had  done,  truth  now 
" stept  forward  to  repair.  Neither  was  she  too 
**  late,  l)ad  humanity  formed  any  part  of  your 
counsels,  (meaning  the  counsels  of  the  said 
**  lord  lieutenant.)  Stung  with  remorse,  on  the 
**  return  of  reason,  part  of  Iiisjury,  (meaning  the 
jury  aforesaid)  solemnly  and  soberly  made 
oath,  that  their  verdict  (meaning  the  verdict 
aforesaid)  had  been  given  under  the  unhappy 
“ influence  of  intimidation  and  drink ; and  in  the 
most  serious  affidavit  that  ever  was  made,  by 
“ acknowledging  their  crime,  endeavoured  to 
atone  to  God  and  to  their  coimtrj^  for  the  sin 
into  which  they  had  been  seduced.*  And  in 
another  part  thereof,  according  to  the  tenor 
and  etTect  following,  to  wit.  ‘ And  tlioiigh  the 
innocence  of  the  accused  (meaning  the  said 
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Win.  Orr)  had  even  remained  doubtful  it  wa^ 
your  duty  (meaning  the  duty  of  the  said  lord 
“ lieutenant),  my  lord,  and  you  (meaning  the 
said  lord  lieutenant)  had  no  exemption  from 
“ that  duty,  to  have  interposed  your  arm,  and 
saved  him  (meaning  the  said  William  Orr) 
from  the  death  (meaning  the  execution  afore- 
said)  that  perjury,  drunkenness,  and  reward 
had  prepared  for  him  (meaning  the  said  Wil-‘ 
liam  Orr).  Let  not  the  nation  be  told  that 
you  (meaning  the  said  lord  lieutenant)  area 
passive  instrument  in  the  hands  of  others;  if 
passive  ymu  be,  then  is  your  office  a shadow/ 
indeed.  If  an  active  institmient,  as  you  oiiglit 
’*•  to  be,  you  (meaning  the  said  lord  lieutenant) 
did  not  perform  the  duty  which  the  laws  re- 
“ quired  of  you  ; you  (meaning  the  said  lord 
lieutenant)  did  not  exercise  the  prerogative  of 
mercy;  that  mercy  which  the  constitution  had 
entrusted  to  you  (meaning  the  said  lord  lieu- 
tenant)  for  the  safety  of  the  sul^ect,  by  guar- 
ding  him  from  tlie  oppression  of  wicked  men. 
“ Innocent  it  appears  lie  (meaning  the  said  Wil- 
liam  Orr)  was,  his  blood  (meaning  the  blood 
of  the  said  William  Orr)  has  been  shed,  and 
the  precedent  indeed  is  awiiiL’  And  in  ano- 
ther part  thereof,  according  to  the  tenor  and 
effiect  following,  to  wit.  ^ But  suppose  the 
“ evidcnceof  Wheatly  had  been  true,  what  was 
the  oiienceof  Mi>  Orr  (meaning  the  said  Wil- 
liam  On*'  r Not  that  he  liad  taken  an  oath  of 
K 1:  - blood 
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and  extermination— -for  then  he  had  not  suf- 
‘‘  fered ; but  that  he  (meaning  the  said  William 
Orr)  had  taken  an  oatli  of  charity  and  of  uni- 
on,  of  humanity  and  of  peace,  he  (meaning 
the  said  William  Orr)  has  sullered.  Shall  we 
“ then  be  told  that  your  government  (meaning 
the  government  of  this  kingdom  aforesaid,  by 
the  said  lord  lieutenant)  will  conciliate  public 
opinion,  or  that  the  people  will  not  continue 
“ to  look  for  a better?’  And  in  another  part 
thereof,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  follow-  . 
ing,  that  is  to  say  : ‘ Is  it  to  be  wondered  that 
a successor  of  lord  Fitzwilliam  should  sign  the 
death-warrant  of  Mr.  Orr  (meaning  the  said. 
AVilliam  Orr).  Mr.  Pitt  had  learned  that  a/ 
merciful  lord  lieutenant  was  unsuited  to  a go-, 
vernment  of  violence.  It  w as  no  compliment 
to  the  native  clemency  of  a Camden,  that  he 
sent  3^ou  (meaning  the' said  lord  lieutenant) 
into  Ireland— and  wdiat  has  been  our  portion 
under  the  change,  but  massacre  and  rape,  mi- 
**  litary  murders,  desdlation  and  terror.’  And  in 
another  part  thereof,  according  to  the  tenor  and 
eflect  here  following,  that  is  to  say:  “ Feasting 
in  your  castle  in  the  midst  of  your  myrmidons 
and  bishops,  you  (meaning  the  said  lord  lieu- 
“ tenant)  have  little  concerned  yourself  about 
the  ex})elled  and  miserable  cottager,  whose 
dwelling,  at  the  moment  of  ^mur  mirth,  wnis 
in  darnes,  his  wife  and  his  daugliter  then  un- 
the  violation  of  sonic  commissioned  ravagcr, 
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his  son  agonizing  on  the  bayonet,  and  his 
helpless  infants  crying  in  vain  for  mercy. 
These  are  lamentations  that  stain  not  the  house 
‘‘  of  carousal.  Under  intoxicated  counsels 
(meaning  the  counsels  of  the  said  lord  iieute- 
nant)  the  constitution  has  reeled  to  its  centre, 
“ justice  is  not  only  blind  drunk,  but.  deaf,  like 
“ Festus,  to  the  words  of  soberness  and  truth.”  . 
And  in  another  part  thereof  according  to  the  te- 
nor and  eftcct  here  following,  to  wit.  “ Let  hoAv- 
ever  the  awful  execution  of  Mr.  Orr  (meaning 
“ the  execution  aforesaid  of  the  said  William 
Orr,)  be  a lesson  to  all  untlunkrng  juries,-  and 
“ let  them  cease  to  flatter  themselves  that  the 
“ soberest  recommendation  of  theirs,  and  of  the 
“ presiding  judge,  can  stop  the  course  of  car- 
“ nage,  which  sanguinary,  and,  Ido  not  fear  to 
“ say,  unconstitutional  laws  have  ordered  to  be 
“ loosed.  Let  them  remember  that,  like  Mac- 
‘‘  beth,  the  servants  of  the  crown  have  waded  so 
far  in  blood  that  they  find  it  easier  to  go  on 
“ than  to  go  back  in  contempt,  &c.  and 
against  the  peace.” 

There  zvere  other  counts  charging  the  piibli- 
cation  in  different  zvags,  ' < 
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The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  being  gone 
through,  and  some  witnesses  having  been  pro- 
duced on  the  part  of  the  traverser,  the  examina- 
tion of  whom  was'successively  stopt  by  tlie  court, 
it  appearing  that  they  w^ere  examined  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  publication. 

Mr.  CURRAN. 

Never  did  I feel  myself  so  sunk  under  the  im-  ’ 
portance  of  any  cause;  to  speak  to  a question  of 
this  kind  at  any  time  w'ould  require  the  greatest 
talent  and  the  most  matured  deliberation ; but 
to  be  obliged  without  either  of  those  advantages 
' to  speak  to  a subject  that  hath  so  deeply  shaken 
the  feelings  of  this  already  irritated  and  agitated 
nation,  is  a task  that  fills  me  with  embarrass- 
ment and  dismay. 

Neither  my  learned  colleague  or  myself  re- 
ceived any  instruction  or  license  until  after  the 
jury  were  actually  sworn,  and  we  both  of  us 
come  here  under  an  idea  that  w e should  not  take 
any  part  in  the  trial.  This  circumstance  1 men- 
V tion,  not  as  an  idle  apology  for  an  effort  that 
cannot  be  the  subject  of  cither  praise  or  censure, 
but  as  a call  upon  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
to  supply  the  defects  of  my  efforts,  by  ii  double 
exertion  of  your  attention. 
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• Perhaps  I ought  to  regret  that  I cannot  begin 
with  any  compliment,  that  may  recommend  ma 
or  my  client  personally  to  your  favour.  A more 
artful  advocate  would  probably  begin  his  address 
to  you  by  compliments  on  your  patriotism,  and 
by  felicitating  his  client  upon  the  happy  selection 
of  his  jury,  and  upon  that  unsuspected  imparti- 
ality in  which  if  he  was  innocent  he  must  be  safe. 
You  must  be  conscious,  gentlemen,  that  such 
idle  verbiage  as  that  could  not  convc}^  either  my 
sentiments  or  my  client’s  upon  that  subject. 
You  know  and  we  know  upon  what  occasion 
you  are  con^e,  and  by  ^yhom  you  have  been  cho-^ 
sen  ; you  are  come  to  try  an  accusation  profess- 
edly brought  forward  by  the  state,  chosen  by  ^ 
sheriff  who  is  appointed  by  our  accuser. 

(Here  Mr.  attorney  general  said,  the  sheriff 
v:as  elected  by  the  city^  and  that  that  observation 
zoas  therefore  unfounded.) 

Be  it  so;  I will  not  now  stop  to  inquire  whose 
property  the  city  may  be  considered  to  be,  but 
the  learned  gentleman  seems  to  forget,  that  the 
election  by  that  city,  to  whomsoever  it  may  belong, 
is  absolutely  void  without  the  approbation  of  that 
very  lord  lieutenant,  who  is  the  prosecutor  in  this 
case.  I do  therefore  repeat,  gentlemen,  that  not 
a man  of  you  has  been  called  to  that  box  by  the 
voice  of  my  client;  tliat  he  has  had  no  power  to 
object  to  a single  man  among  you,  though  the 
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crowrilias:  and  tliat  yon  yourselves  must  feel 
under  what  iuMuence  yon  are  cliosen,  or  for  what 
qualifications  you  are  particularly  selected.  At  a 
moment  wheiithis  wretched  land  is  shaken  to  its 
centre  by  the  dreadful  conflicts  of  the  dilTerent 
branches  of  the  connnunity  ; between  those  who 
call  themselves  the  partisans  of  liberty,  and  those 
that  call  themselves  the  partisans  of  power  ; be-* 
tween  the  advocates  of  infliction,  and  the  advo- 
cates of  suireriug;  upon  such  a question  as  the 
present,  and  at  such  a season,  can  any  man  be 
at  a loss  to  guess  from  what  class  of  character 
and  opinion  a friend  to  either  party  would  resort 
for  that  jury,  wdiich  was  to  decide  between  both  ? 
1 trust,  gentlemen,  you  know  me  too  well  to 
suppose  that  I could  be  capable  of  treating  you 
with  any  personal  disrespect ; I am  speaking  to 
you  in  the  honest  confidence  of  your  fellow  citi- 
zen. When  I allude  to  those  unworthy  imputa- 
tions of  supposed  bias,  or  passion,  or  partiality, 
that  may  have  marked  you  out  for  your  present 
situation,  I do  so  in  order  to  warn  von  of  the 
ground  on  w hich  you  stand,  of  the  point  of  aw- 
ful responsibility  in  which  you  are  placed,  to 
your  conscience,  and  to  your  country  ; and  to 
remind  you,  that  if  you  have  been  put  into  that 
box  from  any  unworthy  reliance  on  your  com- 
plaisance or  your  servility,  yon  have  it  in  your 
power  before  you  leave  it  to  refute  and  to  pu- 
nish so  vile  an  expectation  by  the  integrity  of 
your  verdict ; to  remind  voii  that  vou  have  it  in 
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your  power  to  shew  to  as  many  Irishmen  as  yet 
linger  in  this  country,  that  all  law  and  justice 
have  not  taken  their  flight  with  our  prosperity 
and  peace  ; that  the  sanctity  of  an  oath,  and 
the  honesty  of  a juror  are  not  yet  dead  amongst 
us;  and  that  if  our  courts  of  justice  are  super- 
seded by  so  many  strange  and  terrible  tribunals, 
it  is  not  because  they  are  deficient  either  in  vris- 
doin  or  virtue. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  necessary  that  3^ou  should 
have  a clear  idea,  first  of  the  law,  by  which  this 
question  is  to  bedecided;  secondly,  of  the  nature 
and  object  of  the  prosecution.  As  to  the  first,  it 
is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  law.  respecting 
libels  has  been  much  changed  oflate.— H eretofore, 
in  consequence  of  some  decisions  of  the  judges  in 
Westminsterhall,  the  jury  was  conceived  toliave 
no  province  but  that  of  finding  the  truth  of  the 
innuendos  and  the  fact  of  publication;  buttheli- 
bellous^lature  of  that  publication,  as  well  as  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  publication,  were  con- 
sidered as  exclusively  belonging  to  the  court. 
In  a system  like  that  of  law,  which  reasons  logi- 
cally, no  one  erroneous  principle  can  be  intro- 
duced, without  producing  every  other,  that  can 
be  deducible  from  it.  Jf  in  the  premises  of  any 
argument  you  admit  one  erroneous  proposition, 
nothing  but  bad  reasoning  can  save  the  conclu- 
sion from  falsehood.  So  it  has  been  with  tliis 
encroachment  of  the  court  upon  the  province  of 
L 1 the 
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the  jury  with  respect  to  libels.  The  moment  the 

court  assumed  as  a principle  that  they,  the 

court,  were  to  decide  upon  every  thing  but  the 

publication ; that  is,  that  they  were  to  decide 

upon  the  question  of  libel  or  no  libel,  and  upon 

the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  intention,  which 

must  form  the  essence  of  everj^  crime ; the  guilt  or 

innocence  must  of  necessitv’  have  ceased  to  be 
« •/ 

material.  You  see,  gentlemen',  clearly,  that  the 
question  of  intention  is  a mere  question  of  fact. 
Now  the  moment  the  court  determined  that  the 
jury  was  not  to  try  that  question,  it  followed  of 
necessity  that  it  was  not  to  be  tried  at  all ; for  the 
court  cannot  try  a question  of  fact.  AVlien  the 
court  said  that  it  was  not  triable,  there  was  no 
way  of  fortifying  that  extraordinary  proposition, 
except  by  asserting  that  it  was  not  material.  The 
same  erroneous  reasonimj  carried  them  another 
stej),’  still  more  mischievous  and  unjust:  if  the  in- 
tention had  been  material,  it  must  have  been  de- 
cided upon  as  a mere  fact  under  all  its  circum- 
stances. Of  these  circumstances  themeanestun- 
derstanding  can  see  that  the  leading  one  must  be 
the  truth  or  the  falsehood  of  the  publication;  but 
having  decided  the  intention  to  be  immaterial,  it 
followed  that  the  truth  must  be  equally  immate- 
rial— and  under  the  law  so  distorted,  any  man  in 
England  who  published  the  most  undeniable  truth, 
and  witli  the  purest  intention,  might  be  punished 
for  a crime  in  the  most  ignominous  manner, 
without  imposing  on  the  prosecutor  the  necessi- 
ty 
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ty  of  proving  his  guilt,  or  getting  any  opportu- 
nity of  shewing  his  innocence.  I am  not  in  the 
luibit  of  speaking  of  legal  institutions  with  dis- 
respect; but  I am  warranted  in  condemning  that 
usurpation  upon  the  right  of  juries,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  that  statute,  by  which  your  jurisdiction  is 
restored.  For  that  restitution  of  justice  the  Bri- 
tish subject  is  indebted  to  the  splendid  exertions 
of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Erskine, — those  distinguish- 
ed supporters  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  law ; 
and  1 am  happy  to  saj^  to  yon,  that  though 
can  claim  no  share  in  .the  glory  they  have  so 
jugtly  acquired,  we  have  the  full  benefit  of  their 
success ; for  you  are  now  sitting  under  a similar 
act  passed  in  this  country,  which  makes  it  your 
duty  and  your  right  to  decide  upon  the  entire 
question  upon  its  broadest  grounds  and  under  all 
its  circumstances,  and  of  course  to  determine, 
by  your  verdict  whether  this  publication  be  a 
false  and  scandalous  libel  : false  in  fact,  and  pub- 
lished with  the  seditious  purpose  alleged  of  bring- 
ing the  government  into  scandal,  and  instiga- 
tviig  the  people  to  insurrection. 

Having  stated  you,  gentlemen,  the  great  and 
exclusive  extent  of  your  jurisdiction,  I shall  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  you  a distinction  that  will 
strike  you  at  first  sight ; and  that  is,  the  distinc- 
tion between  public  animadversions  upon  theciia- 
racter  of  private  individuals^  and  those  which  are 
witten  upon  measures  of  gQvpriunent,  and  tlie 
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persons  who  conduct  them.  The  former  may  be 
called  personal,  and  the  latter  political  publicati- 
ons. No  two  things  can  be  more  different  in  their 
nature,  nor  in  the  point  of  view  in  which  they 
are  to  be  looked  on  by  a jury.  The  criminality 
of  a mere  personal  libel  consists  in  this,  thas  it 
tends  to  a breach  of  the  peace;  it  tends  to  all 
the  vindictive  paroxysms  of  exasperated  vanity, 
or  to  the  deeper  and  more  deadly  vengeance  of 
irritated  pride. — The  truth  is,  few  men  see  at  once 
that  they  cannot  be  hurt  so  inucii  as  they  think  by 
the  mere  battery  of  a newspaper.  They  do  not 
reflect  that  every  character  has  a natural  statiop, 
from  which  it  cannot  be  effectually  degraded,  and 
beyond  which  it  cannot  be  raised  by  the  bawling 
of  a nevvshawker.  If  it  is  wantonly  aspersed,  it 
is  but  for  a season,  and  that  a short  one,  when  it 
emerges  like  the  moon  from  a passing  cloud  to 
its  origrnal  brightness.  Itisright,  however,  that 
the  law  and  that  you  should  hold  the  strictest 
liand  over  this  kind  of  public  animadversion, 
that  forces  humility  and  innocence  from  their  re- 
treat into  the  glare  of  public  view^ ; that  wounds' 
and  terrifies ; that  destroyes  the  cordiality  and 
the  peace  of  domestic  life  ; and  that  without 
eradicating  a single  vice,  or  a single  folly,  plants 
a thousand  thorns  in  the  human'heart. 

In  cases  of  that  kind  I perfectly  agree  with  the 
law,  as  stated  from  the  bench;  in  such  cases,  I 
hesitate  not  to  think,  that  the  tiaith  of  a charge 
ought  not  to  justify  its  publication.  If  a private 
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man  is  charged  with  a crime,  he  ough  to  be  pro- 
secuted in  a court  of  justice,  where  he  may  be 
punished  if  it  is  true,  and  the  accuser  if  it  is  false ; 
but  far  differently  do  I deem  of  the  freedom  of  po- 
litical publication.  The  salutary  restraint  of  the 
former  species,  which  I talked  of,  is  found  in  the 
general  law  of  all  societies  whatever;  but  the. 
more  enlarged  freedom  of  the  press,  for  which  I 
contend  in  political  publication,  I conceive  to  be 
founded  in  the  peculiarnature  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  to  follow  directly  from  the  con- 
tract on  which  the  British  government  hath  been 
placed  by  the  revolution.  By  the  British  consti- 
tution, the  power  of  the  stateis  atrust,  committed 
by  the  people,  upon  certain  conditions : by  the 
violation  of  which,  it  may  be  abdicated  by  those 
who  hold,  and  resumed  by  those  who  conferred  it. 
The  real  security  therefore  of  the  British  sceptre 
is  the  sentiment  and  opinion  of  the  people,  and  it 
is  consequently  their  duty  to  observe  the  conduct 
of  the  goverument;  and  it  is  the  privilege  of  every 
man  to  give  them  full  and  just  information  upon 
that  important  subject.  Hence  the  liberty  of  the 
press  is  inseparably  twined  with  the  liberty  of  the 
People.  The  press  is  the  great  public  monitor; 
its  diity  is  that  of  the  historian  and  the  witness, 
that  “ nil  falsi  audeat^  nil  veri  non  aiideat  dicerc  s'* 
that  its  horizon  shall  extend  to  the  farthest  verge 
and  limit  of  truth ; that  it  shall  speak  truth  to  the 
king  in  the  hearing  of  the  people,  and  to  the  peo- 
ple in  the  hearing  of  the  king;  that  it  shall  not 
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perplex  either  the  one  or  the  other  with  false 
alarm,  lest  it  lose  its  character  veracity,  a.ul 
become  an  unheeded  wariier  of  real  danger , Ics 
it  should  vainly  warn  them  of  that  sin,  oi  winch 
the  inevitable  consequence  is  death.  Hus,  gen- 
tlemen, is  the  great  privilege  upon  which  you  arc 
to  decide ; and  I have  detained  you  the  longer, 
because  of  the  late  change  of  the  law,  and  because 
of  some  observations  that  have  been  made,  which 
I shall  and  it  necessary  to  compare  with  the  prin- 
ciples I have  now  laid  down. 

And  now,  centlemen,  let  us  come  to  the  iinine- 

diatesubiect^f  the  trial,  as  it  is  brought  betore 

vou  bv  the  charge  in  the  indictment,  to  which  it 
ou-ht  to  have  been  confined  ; and  also,  as  it  is 
presented  to  you  by  tfic  statement  of  the  learned 
counsel,  who  has  taken  a much  wider  range  than 
the  mere  limits  of  the  accusation,  and  has  endea- 
voured to  force  upon  your  consideration  extrane- 
ous and  irrelevant  (acts,  for  reasons  which  it  is  not 
uiv  duty  to  explain.  Tiie  indictment  states  sim- 
pK-  that  Mr.  rinnerty  has  published  a false  and 
scandalous  libel  upon  the  lord  lieutenant  ot  Ire- 
land, tending  to  bring  his  government  into  dis- 
repute and  to  alienate  the  affections  ol  the  people , 
and  one  would  have  expected,  that,  wit  iout  stat- 
in- any  other  matter,  the  counsel  for  the  crou  n 
would  liave  gone  directly  to  the  pioo  ot  tins  al- 
le-ation ; but  lie  has  not  done  so  ; be  has  gone  to 
a most  extraordinary  length  indeed  of  pre  mnj 
observation,  -I 
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sometimes  aii  assertion  of  facts,  at  which  I 
I was  astonished,  until  I saw  tlie  drift  of  these  al- 
lusions and  assertions.  Whether  you  have  been 
f airly  dealt  with  by  him,  or  are  now  honestly  dealt 
with  by  me,  you  must  be  judges.  He  has  been 
pleased  to  say  that  this  prosecution  is  brought 
against  this  letter  signed  Marcus,  merely  asa  part 
of  what  he  calls  a system  of  attack  upon  govern-^ 
ment  by  the  paper  called  the  PRESS.  As  to  this- 
I will  only  ask  you  whether  you  are  fairly  dealt 
with  ? Whether  it  is  fair  treatment  to  men  upon 
their  oaths,  to  insinuate  to  them,  that  the  general 
character  of  a newspaper  (and  that  general  cha- 
racter founded  merely  upon  the  assertion  of  the 
prosecutor,)  is  to  have  any  influence  upon  their 
minds,  when  they  are  to  judge  of  a particular 
publication  ? I will  only  ask  you,  what  men  you 
must  be  supposed  to  be,  wdien  it  is  thought  that 
even  in  a court  of  justice,  and  with  the  eyes  of  tlie 
nation  upon  you,  you  can  be  the  dupes  of  that 
trite  and  exploded  expedient,  so  scandalous  of  late 
in  this  country,  of  raising  a vulgar  and  mercenary 
cry  against  whatever  man,  or  whatever  principle,^ 
it  is  thought  necessary  to  put  do\yn  ; and  I shall 
therefore  merely  leave  it  to  your  own  pride  to 
suggest  upon  wliat  foundation  it  could  be  hoped, 
that  a;5e'nseless  clamour  of  that  kind  could  be 
echoed  back  by  the  yell  of  a jury  upon  their  oaths, 
i trust,  you  see  that  tliis  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  other  matters  have 
been  mentioned,  which  I must  repeal  for  the  same 
purpose  ; that  of  shewing  you  that  they  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  question.  The  learned  coun- 
sel has  been  pleased  to  say,  that  he  comes  forward 
in  this  prosecution  as  the  real  advocate  for  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  to  protect  a mdd  and  a 
merciful  government  from  its  licentiousness;  and 
be  has  been  pleased  to  add,  that  the  constitution 
can  never  be  lost  while  its  freedom  remains,  and 
that  its  licentiousness  alone  can  destroy  that  free- 
dom. As  to  tliat,  gentlemen,  he  might  as  we  I 
have  said,  that  there  is  only  one  mortal  disease  ot 
which  a man  candie;  ,I  can  die  the  death  inflicted 
by  tyranny;  and  when  he  comes  forward  to  ex- 
tin-niish  tins  paper  in  the  ruin  of  the  printer  by  a 
staw  proseeution,  in  order  to  prevent  “spying  ot 
licentiousness,  youruust.judge  how  candidly  he  is 
treating  you,  both  in  the  fact  and  in  the  rearming. 
Is  it  in  Ireland,  gentlemen,  that.we  are  told  hcen- 
tiousnes  is  the  only  disease  that  can  be  mwial  to 
the  press  ? Has.  he  heard  of  nothing  else  tliat  ha> 
been  faUl  to  the  freedom  of  publication  . I know 
not  whether  the  printer  of  the  northern  star  may 
have  beard  of  such  things  in  his  captivity,  but  1 
know  that  his  wifeand  his  childrenare  well  appriz- 
ed that  a press  may  be  destroyed  in  the  open  day 
not  by  its  own  licentiousness,  but  by  the  hcen- 
. tious4ss  of  a military  force.  As  to  the  sincenty 
of  the  declaration  that  the  state  has  prosecuted 

in  order  to  assert  the  freedom  of  the  press,  it  starts 
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a train  of  thought,  of  melancholy  retrospect  and 
direful  prospect,  to  which  I did  not  think  the 
learned  counsel  w^ould  have  wished  to  commit 
your  minds.  It  leads  you  naturally  to  reflect  at 
what  times,  from  what  motives,  and  with  w^hat 
consequences,-  the  government  has  displayed  its 
patriotism,  by  these  sorts  of  prosecutions.  As  to 
the  motives;  does  history  give  you  a single  in- 
stance in  which  the  state  has  been  provoked  to 
these  conflicts,  except  by  the  fear  of  truth,  and 
by  the  love  of  vengeance  ? Have  you  ever  seen 
the  rulers  of  any  country  bring  forward  a prose- 
cution from  motives  of  filial  piety,  for  libels  up- 
on their  departed  ancestors  ? Do  you  read  that 
Elizabeth  directed  any  of  those  state  prosecuti- 
ons against  the  libels  which  the  divines  of  her 
times  had  written  against  her  catholic  sister,  or 
against  the  other  libels  which  the  same  gentlemen 
had  written  against  her  protestant  father?  No, 
gentlemen,  we  read  of  no  such  thing ; but  we 
know  she  did  bring  forward  a prosecution  from 
motives  of  personal  resentment,  and  we  know 
that  a jury  was  found  time-serving  and  mean 
enough  to  give  a verdict,  which  she  was  ashamed 
to  carry  into  effect.  I said  the  learned  counsel 
drew' you  back  to  thetimesthat  have  been  marked 
by  these  miserable  conflicts.  I see  you  turn  your 
thoughts  to  the  reign  of  the  second  James.  I 
see  you  turn  your  eyes  to  those  pages  of  govern- 
mental abandonment,  of  popular  degradation,  of 
expiring  liberty,  of  merciless  and  sanguinary 
persecution ; to  that  miserable  period,  in  which 
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the  fallen. and  abject  state  of  man  might  hav<? 
been  almost  an  argument  in  the  mouth  of  the 
atheist  and  the  blasphemer  against  the  existence 
of  an  all  just  and  an  all  wise  first  cause;  if  the 
glorious  mra  of  the  revolution  that  followed  it  had 
not  refuted  the  impious  inference,  by  shewing 
that  if  man  descends,  it  is  not  in  his  own  proper 
motion;  that  it  is  with  labour  and  with  pain,  and 
that  he  can  continue  to  sink  only  until,  by  the  force 
and  pressure  of  the  descent,  the  spring  of  his  im- 
mortal facultiesacquires  that  recuperative  energy 
and  effort  that  hurries  him  as  many  miles  aloft-r« 
he  sinks  but  to  rise  again.  It  is  at  that  period 
that  the  state  seeks  for  shelter  in  the  destruction 
of  the  press;  it  is  in  a period  like  that,  that  the 
tyrant  prepares  for  an  attack  upon  the  people,  by 
destroying  the  liberty  of  the  press;  by  taking 
away  that  shield  of  wisdom  and  of  virtue,  behind 
which  the  people  are  invulnerable;  in  whose  pure 
and  polished  convex,  ere  the  lifted  blow^  has  fallen, 
lie  beholds  his  owm  image,  and  is  turned  into 
stone.  It  is  at  those  periods  that  the  honest  man 
dares  not  speak,  because  truth  is  too  dreadful  to 
be  told  ; it  is  then  humanity  has  no  ears,  because 
humanity  has  no  tongue.  It  is  then  the  proud 
man  scorns  to  speak,  but  like  a physician  baffled 
by  thebvay ward  excesses  of  a dying  patient,  re- 
tires indignantly  from  the  bed  of  an  unhappy 
w retch,  wdiose'  ear  is  too  fastidious  to  bear  the 
sound  of  wdiolesome  advice,  w hose  palate  is  too 
debauched  to  bear  the  salutary  bitter  of  the  me- 
dicine that  might  redeem  him ; and-therefore 
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leaves  him  to  the  felonious  piety  of  the  slaves  that 
talk  to  him  of  life,  and  strip  him  before  he  is  cold. 

I DO  not  care,  gentlemen,  to  exhaust  too  much 

0 f y o u r at  ten  ti  o n,  by  fol  lowi  n g t h i s sub  j ec  t thro  ugh 
the  last  century  with  much  minuteness ; but  the 
facts  are  too  recent  in  your  mind  not  to  shew 
you,  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  and  the  liberty 
of  the  people  sink  and  rise  together  ; that  the  li- 
berty of  speaking  and  the  liberty  of  acting  have 
shared  exactly  the  same  fate.  You  must  have  ob- 
served in  England  that  their  fate  has  been  the 
same  in  the  successive  vicissitudes  of  their  late 
depression;  and  sorry  I am  to  add,  that  this 
country  has  exliibited  a melancholy  proof  of 
their  inseparable  destiny,  through  the  various  and 
further  stages  of  deterioration  down  to  the  peri- 
od of  their  final  extinction;  when  the  constitu- 
tion has  given  place  to  the  sword,  and  the  only 
printer  in  Ireland,  who  dares  to  speak  for  the 
people,  is  now  in  the  dock. 

Gentlemen,  the  learned  counsel  has  made  the 
real  subject  of  this  prosecution  so  small  a part  of 
his  statement,  and  has  led  you  into  so  wide  a 
range,  certainly  as  necessary  to  the  object,  as  in- 
applicable to  the  subject  of  this  prosecution;  that 

1 trust  3^ou  will  think  me  excusable  in  somewhat 
following  his  example.  Glad  am  I to  find  that  I 
have  theauthoritv  of  the  same  example  for  com- 
ing at  last  to  thesuhject  ol’ this  trial.  1 agree  with 
tile  learned  cou:ir;el,  that  the  charge  made  against 
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the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  that  of  having 
grossly  and  inhumanly  abused  the  royal  preroga- 
tive of  mercy,  of  which  the  king  is  only  the  trus- 
tee for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The  facts  are 
not  controverted.  ‘ Tt  has  been  asserted  that 
their  truth  or  falsehood  is  indifferent,  and  they 
are  shortly  these,  as  they  appear  in  this  publi- 
cation, 

William  Orr  was  indicted  for  having  adminis- 
tered the  oath  of  an  united  Irishman.  Every  man 
now  knows  what  that  oath  is  : that  it  is  simply 
an  engagement,  first,  to  promote  a brotherhood 
of  affection  among  men  of  all  religious  distinc- 
tions i secondly,  to  labour  for  the  attainment  of 
a parliamentary  reform ; and  thirdly,  an  obliga- 
tion of  secrecy,  which  was  added  to  it  when  the 
convention  law  made  it  criminable  and  punishable 
to  meet  by  any  public  delegation  for  that  pur- 
pose. After  remaining  upwards  of  a year  i n goal 
Mr.  Orr  was  brought  to  his  trial;  was  prosecuted 
by  the  state ; was  sworn  against  by  a common 
informer  of  the  name  of  Wheatly,  who  himself 
had  taken  the  obligation,  and  was  convicted  un- 
der the  insurrection  act,  which  makes  the  admi- 
nistering such  an  obligation  felony  of  death — the 
jury  recommended  Mr.  Orr  tu  mercy;  the  judge, 
with  an  humanity  becoming  his  character,  trans- 
mitted the  recommendation  to  the  noble  prose- 
cutor in  this  case.  Three  of  the  jurors  made  so- 
lemn affidavit  in  court  that  liquor  had  been  con- 
veyed into  their  box  ; that  they  were  brutally 
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threatened  by  some  of  their  fellow-jurors  with 
capital  prosecution  if  they  did  not  find  the  pri- 
soner guilty;  and  that  under  the  impression  of 
those  threats,  and  worn  down  by  watching  and 
intoxication,  they  had  given  a verdict  of  guilty 
against  him,  though  they  believed  him  in  their 
conscience  to  be  innocent.  That  further  enqui- 
ries were  made,  which  ended  in  a discovery  of 
the  infamous  life  and  character  of  the  informer; 
that  a respite  was  therefore  sent  once,  and  twice, 
and  thrice,  to  give  time,  as  Mr.  attorney-general 
has  stated,  for  his  excellency  to  consider  whe- 
ther mercy  could  be  extended  to  him  or  not  j 
and  that,  with  a knowledge  of  all  these  circum- 
stances, his  excellency  did  finally  determine  that 
mercy  should  not  be  extended  to  him,  and  that 
he  was  accordingly  executed  upon  tliat  verdict. 
Of  this  publication,  which  the  indictment  charges 
to  be  false  and  seditious,  Mr.  attorney  general  is 
pleased  to  say,  that  the  design  of  it  is  to  bring 
the  courts  of  justice  into  contempt.  As  to  this 
point  of  fact,  gentlemen,  I beg  to  set  you  right. 

To  the  administration  of  justice,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  judges,  this  publication  has  not 
even  an  allusion  in  any  part  mentioned  in  this 
indictment;  it  relates  to  a departmeut  of  just.ce, 
that  cannot  begin  until  the  duty  of  the  judge 
closes.  Sorry  should  I be,  tliat,  wdtli  respect  to 
this  unfortunate  man,  any  censure  should  be 
flung  on  those  judges  who  presided  at  this  trial, 
w itii  the  mildness  and  temper  that  became  them, 
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upon  so  awful  an  occasion  as  the  trial  of  life 
and  death.  Sure  am  T,  that  if  they  had  been 
charged  with  inhumanity  or  injustice,  and  if 
they  liad  condescended  at  all  to  prosecute  the 
reviler,  they  would  not  have  come  forward  in  the 
face  of  the  public  to  say,  as  has  been  said  this  day 
that  it  was  immaterial  ' whether  the  charge  was 
true  or  not.  Sure  1 am,  their  first  object  would 
have  been  to  shew  that  it  was  false,  and  readily 
siiould  I have  been  an  eye  witness  of  the  fact,  to 
liave  discharged  the  debt  of  ancient  friendship,  of 
private  respect,  and  of  public  duty,  and  upon  my 
oath  to  have  repelled  the  falsehood  of  such  an  im- 
putation. Upon  this  subject,  gentlemen,  thepre- 
i^ence  of  those  venerable  judges  restrains  what  I 
might  otherwise  have  said,  nor  should  I have 
named  them  at  all  if  I had  not  been  forced  to  do 
so,  and  merely  to  undeceive  you  if  you  have  been 
made  to  believe  their  characters  to  have  any  com- 
munity of  cause  whatever  with  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  To  him  alone  it  is  confined,  and 
against  him  the  charge  is  made,  as  strongly  I 
.suppose  as  the  writer  could  find  words  to  express 
it,  that  the  viceroy  of  Ireland  lias  cruelly  abused 
the  prerogative  of  royal  mercy,  in  sutfering  a 
man  under  such  circumstances  to  perish  like  a 
common  malefactor.  For  this  Mr.  attorney  ge- 
neral calls  for  your  conviction  as  a false  and  scan- 
dalous libel,  and  after  stating  himself'  every  fact 
that  I have  repeated  to  you,  either  from  his  state- 
ment, or  from  the  evidence,  he  tells  you  that  you 
ought  to  find  it  false  and  scandalous,  though  he 
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almost  in  words  admits'  that  it  is  not  false,  and  has 
resisted  the  admission  of  the  evidence  by  which 
’we  offered  to  prove  every  word  of  it  to  be  true. 

And  here,  gentlemen,  give  meleave  to  remind 
you  of  the  parties  before  you.  The  traverser  is  a 
printer,  who  follows  that  profession  for  bread, 
and  who  at  a time  of  great  public  misery  and 
terror,  when  the  people  are  restrained  by  law 
from  debating  under  any  delegated  form  ; when 
the  few  constituents  that  we  have  are  prevented 
by  force  from  meeting  in  their  own  persons,  to 
deliberate  or  to  petition;  when  every  other  news- 
paper in  Ireland  is  put  down  by  force,  or  pur- 
chased by  the  administration ; (though  here,  gen- 
tlemen, perhaps  I ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for 
stating  without  authority — I recollect  when  wa 
attempted  to  examine  as  to  the  number  of  news- 
papers in  the  pay  of  the  castle,  that  the  evidence 
was  objected  to,)  at  a season  like  this,  Mr.  Finnerty 
has  had  the  courage,  perhaps  the  folly,  to  print 
the  publication  in  question,  from  no  motive  under 
heaven  of  malice  or  vengeance,  but  in  the  mere 
duty  which  he  owes  to  his  family,  and  to  tlie 
public.  His  prosecutor  is  the  king’s  minister  in 
Ireland ; in  that  character  docs  the  learned  gen- 
tleman mean  to  say,  that  his  conduct  is  not  a fair 
subject  of  public  observation?  where  does  he  find 
his  authority  for  that,  in  the  law  or  practice  of  tlio 
sister  country  ? have  the  virtues,  or  the  exalted  sta- 
tion, or  the  general  love  of  his  people  preserved  I lie 
sacred  person  even  of  the  royal  master  of  the  pro^ 
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scciitor,  from  the  asperity  and  the  intemperance  of 
public  censure,  unfounded  as  it  ever  must  be,  with 
any  personal  respect  to  his  majesty,  in  justice  or 
truth  r have  the  gigantic  abilities  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
have  the  more  gigantic  talents  of  his  great  anta- 
gonist, Mr.  Fox,  protected  either  of  them  from 
the  insolent  familiarity,  and  for  aught  to  know, 
the  injustice  with  which  writers  have  treated 
them  ? W hat  latitude  of  invective  has  the  king’s  mi- 
nister escaped  upon  the  subject  of  the  present  war? 
Is  there  an  epithet  of  contumely,  or  of  reproach, 
that  hatred  or  that  fancy  could  suggest,  that  are 
inot  publicly  lavished  upon  them  ? Do  you  not 
find  the  words,  advocate  of  despotism,  robber  of 
the  public  treasure,  murderer  of  the  king’s  sub- 
jects, debaucher  of  the  public  morality,  degrader  ^ 
of  the  constitution,  tarnisher  of  Uie  British  em- 
. pi  re,  by  frequency  of  use  lose  all  meaning  what- 
soever, and  dwindle  into  terms,  not  of  any  pecu- 
liar reproach,  but  of  ordinary  appellation?  And 
why,  gentlemen,  is  this  permitted  in  that  coun- 
try? I’ll  tell  you  why; — because  in  that  country 
they  are  yet  wise  enough  to  see,  that  the  mea- 
sures of  the  state  are  the  proper  subject  for  the 
freedom  of  the  press;  that  the  principles  relating 
to  personal  slander  do  not  apply  to  rulers  or  to 
ministers;  that  to  publish  an  attack  upon  a pub- 
lic minister,  without  any  regard  to  truth,  but 
merely  because  of  its  tendency  to  a breach  of 
the  peace,  would  be  ridiculous  in  the  extreme. 
What  breach  of  the  peace,  gentlemen,  I pray 
you  in  such  a case  ? is  it  the  tendency  of  such 
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publications  to  provoke  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Dundas" 
to  break  the  head  of  the  writer,  if  tliey  should 
happen  to  meet  him  ? No,  gentlemen,  in  that  . 
country  this  freedom  is  exercised,  because  the 
people  feel  it  to  be  their  right ; and  it  is  wisely 
suifered  to  pass  by  the  state,  from  a conscious- 
ness that  it  would  be  vain  to  oppose  it ; a con- 
sciousness conlirmed  by  the  event  of  every  incau- 
tious experiment.  It  is  suffered  to  pass  from  a 
conviction,  that,  in  a court  of  justice  at  least,  the 
bulwarks  of  the  constitution  will  not  be  surren- 
dered to  the  state,  and  that  the  intended  victim, 
whether  clothed  in  the  humble  guise  of  honest 
industry,  or  decked  in  the  honours  of  genius, 
and  virtue,  and  philosophy,  whether  an  Hardy, 
or  a Tooke,  will  find  certain  protection  in  the 
honesty  and  spirit  of  an  English  jury. 

But,  gentlemen,  I suppose  Mr.  attorney  general 
will  5>carcely  wish  to  carry  his  doctrine  altogether 
so  far.  Indeed,  I remember,  he  declared  himself 
a most  zealons  advocate  for  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  1 may,  therefore,  even  according  to  hiq^ 
presume  to  make  some  observations  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  existing  government.  I should  wish 
to  know  how  far  he  supposes  it  to  extend,  is  it  to 
the  composition  of  lampoons  and  madrigals,  to 
be  sung  down  the  grates  by  ragged  ballad  mon- 
gers to  kitchen-maids  and  footmen  ? I will  not 
sup[)Ose  that  lie  means  to  confine  it  to  their  ebul- 
litions of  Billingsgate,  to  those  cataracts  of  ribal- 
dry and  scurrilitv,  that  arc  daily  spouting  wpon 
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the  miseries  of  our  wretched  fellow  sufferers,  and 
the  unavailing  efforts  of  those  who  have  vainly 
laboured  in  their  cause.  I will  not  suppose  that 
he  confines  it  to  the  poetic  licence  of  a birth-day 
ode;  the  laureat  would  not  use  such  language  ! 
In  which  case  I do  not  entirely  agree  with  him, ' 
that  the  truth  or  the  falsehood  is  as  perfectly  im- 
material to  the  law,  as  it  is  to  the  laureat,  as  per- 
fectly unrestrained  by  the  law  of  the  land,  as  it 
IS  by  any  law  of  decency  or  shame,  of  modesty  or 
decorum.  But  as  to  the  privilege  of  censure  or 
blame,  1 am  sorry  that  the  learned  gentleman  has 
not  favoured  you  with  his  notion  of.  the  liberty 
of  the  press.  Suppose  an  Irish  viceroy  acts  a very 
little  absurdly — may  the  press  venture  to  be  re«r 
spectfully  comical  upon  that  absurdity  } The 
learned  counsel  does  not,  at  least  in  terms,  give  a 
negative  to  that.  But  let  me  treat  you  honestly, 
and  go  further,  to  a more  material  point : sup- 
pose an  Irish  viceroy  does  an  act  that  brings  scan- 
dal upon  his  master— that  fills  the  mind  of  a rea- 
sonable man  with  the  fear  of  approMching  despo- 
tism that  leaves  no  hope  to  the  people  of  preserv- 
ing themselves  and  their  children  from  chains, 
but  in  common  confederacy  for  common  safety.  . 
What  is  that  honest  man  in  that  case  to  do  ? I am 
sorry  the  right  honourable  advocate  for  the  liberty  of 
the  press  has  not  told  you  his  opinion,  at  least  in 
any  express  words.  I will  therefore  venture  to 
give  you  my  far  humbler  thought  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I think  an  honest  man  ought  to  tell  the 
people  frankly  and  boldly  of  their  peril ; and  I 

must 


1 


2^5 

must  say  I can  imagine  no  villainy  greater  than 
that  of  his  holding  a traitorous  silence  at  such  a 
crisis,  except  the  villainy  and  baseness  of  prose- 
cuting him,  or  of  finding  him  guilty  for  such  an 
honest  discharge  of  his  public  duty.  And  I found 
mj^self  on  the  known  principle  of  the  revolution 
of  England,  namely,  that  the  crown  itself  may  be 
abdicated  by  certain  abuses  of  the  trust  reposed, 
and  that  there'  are  possible  excesses  of  arbitrary 
power,  which  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  honest  man  to  resist  at  the 
risque  of  his  fortune  and  his  life.  'Now%  gentle- 
men, if  this  reasoning  be  admitted,  and  it  cannot 
be  denied,  if  there  be  any  possible  event  in  which 
the  people  are  obliged  to  look  only  to  themselves, 
and  are  justified  in  doing  so,  can  you  be  so  ab- 
surd as  to  say  that  is  is  lawful  to  the  people  to 
act  upon  it  when  it  unfortunately  does  , arrive, 
but  that  it  is  criminal  in  any  man  to  tell  them 
that  the  miserable  event  has  actually  arrived,  or 
is  imminently  approaching  ? Far  am  I,  gentle- 
men, from  insinuating  that  (extreme  as  it  is)  our 
misery  has  been  matured  into  any  deplorable 
crisis  of  this  kind,  from  which  I pray  that  the  al- 
mighty God  may  for  ever  preserve  us  ! But  I am 
putting  my  principle  upon  the  strongest  ground, 
and  most  favourable  to  my  opponents,  namely, 

■ that  it  never  can  be  criminal  to  say  any  thing  of 
the  government  but  what  is  false,  and  I put  this 
in  the  extreme  in  order  to  demonstrate  to  you  a 
fortiori^  that  the  privilege  of  speaking  truth  to 
the  people  which  holds  in  the  last  extremity,  must 
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also  obtain  in  every  stage  of  inferior  importance; 
and  that  however  a court  may  have  decided  be- 
fore the  late  act,  that  the  truth  was  immaterial 
in  case  of  libel,  that  since  that  act  no  honest  jury 
can  be  governed  by  sucli  a principle. 

Be  pleased  now,  gentlemen,  to  consider  the 
grounds  upon,  which  this  publication  is  called  a 
libel,  and  criminal.  Mr.  attorney  general  t^llsyou 
it  tends  to  excite  sedition  and  insurrection.  Let  me 
again  remind  you,  that  the  truth  of  this  charge  is 
not  denied  by  the  noble  prosecutor.  What  is  it 
then,  tliat  tends  to  excite  sedition  and  insurrec- 
tion ? The  act  that  is  charged  upon  the  prose- 

cutor,  and  is  not  attempted  to  be  denied.*' 
And,  gracious  God  ! gentlemen  of  the  jury,  is 
the  public  statement  of  the  king*s  representative 
this?  1 have  done  a deed  that  must  fill  the  mind 
of  every  feeling  or  thinking  man  with  horror  and 
indignation,  that  must  alienate  every  man  that 
knows  it  from  the  king’s  government,  and  en- 
danger the  separation  of  this  distracted  empire  ; 
the  traverser  has  had  the  guilt  of  publishing  this 
fact,  which  I myself  acknowledge,  and  I pray 
you  to  find  him  guilty.’'  Is  this  the  case  which 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  brings  forward?  Is 
this  tlie  principle  for  which  he  ventures,  at  a 
dreadful  crisis  like  the  present,  to  contend  in  a 
court  of  justice?  ’ Is  tliis  the  picture  which  he 
W'isiies  to  holdout  of  himself  to  the  justice  and 
humanity  of  his  own  countrymen?  Isthis  the  his- 
tory which  he  wisiies  to  be  read  by  the  poor 
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Irishman  of  the  south  and  of  the  north,  by  the 
lister  nation,  and  the  common  enemy  ? 

With  the  profoundest  respect,  permit  me  hum* 
bly  to  defend  his  excellency,  even  against  his  own 
opinion.  The  guilt  of  this  publication  he  is  pleas- 
ed to  think  consists  in  this,  that  it  tends  to  in- 
surrection. Upon  what  can  such  a fear  be  sup- 
ported? After  the  multitudes  that  have  perished 
in  this  unhappy  nation  within  the  last  three  years, 
and  which  has  been  borne  w^ith  a patience  un- 
paralleled ill  the  history  of  nations,'  can  any  man 
suppose  that  the  fate  of  a single  individual  could 
lead  to  resistance  or  insurrection?  But  suppose 
that  it  might— what  ought  to  be  the  conduct  of 
an  honest  man?  Should  it  not  be  to  apprize  the 
government  and  the  country  of  the  approaching 
danger?  Should  it  not  be  to  say  to  the  viceroy, 
you  will  drive  the  people  to  madnes  if  you  per-, 
severe  in  such  bloody  counsils,  you  will  alienate 
the  Irish  nation,  you  will  distract  the  common 
force,  and  you  will  invite  the  common  enemy. 
Should  notan  honest  man  say  to  the  people,  the 
measure  of  your  aflliction  is  great,  but  you  need 
not  resort  for  remedy  to  any  desperate  expedi- 
ents. If  the  king’s  minister  is  defective  in  huma- 
nity or  wisdom,  his  royal  master,  and  your  be- 
loved sovereign,  is  abounding  in  both;  at  such  a 
moment,  can  you  be  so  senseless  as  not  to  feel, 
that  any  one  of  you  ought  to  hold  such  language, 
or  is  it  possible  you  could  be  so  infatuated,  as  to 
punish  the  man  who  was  honest  enough  to  hold 
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it?  Or  is  it  possible  that  you  could  bring  your- 
selves to  say  to  your  country,  that  at  such  a sea- 
son the  press  ought  to  sleep  upon  its  post,  or  to 
act  like  the  perfidious  watchman  on  his  round, 
that  sees  the  villian  wrenching  the  door,  or  the 
flames  bursting  from  the  windows,  while  the  in- 
habitant is  wrapt  in  sleep,  and  cries  out  that 
*tis  past  five  o'clock,  the  morning  is  fair,  and 
all  well.” 

On  this  part  of  the  case  I shall  only  put  one 
question  to  you.  I do  not  affect  to  say  it  is  simi- 
lar in  all  its  points ; 1 do  not  affect  to  compare 
the  humble  fortunes  of  Mr.  Orr  with  the  sainted 
names  of  Russel  or  Sydney ; still  lessam  I willing 
to  find  any  likeness  between  the  present  period 
and  the  year  1683.  Rut  I will  put  a question  to 
you,  completely  parallel  in  principle.  When  that 
unhappy  and  misguided  monarch  had  shed  the 
sacred  blood,  which  their  noble  hearts  had  ma- 
tured into  a fit  cement  of  revolution,  if  any  honest 
Englishman  had  been  brought  to  trial  for  daring 
to  proclaim  to  the  world  his  abhorrance  of  such  a 
deed  j what  would  you  have  thought  of  the  Eng- 
lish jury  that  could  liave  said,  w e know  in  our 
hearts  what  he  said  was  true  and  honest,  but  we 
will  say  upon  our  oaths  that  it  w as  false  and  cri- 
minal, and  we  will  by  that  base  subserviency 
add  another  item  to  the  catalogue  of  public 
WTongs,  and  another  argument  for  the  necessity 
of  an  appeal  to  heaven  for  redress. 
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GENTL^IMEN,  I am  perfectly  aware  that  what 
’ I say  maybe  easily  misconstrued,  but  ifyoii  listen 
to  me  with  the  same  fairness  that  I address  you, 

I cannot  be  misunderstood.  When  I shew  you 
tlie  full  extent  of  your  political  rights  and  reme- 
dies; when  I answer  those  slanderers  of  British 
Jibert}",  which  degrade  the  monarch  into  a des- 
pot, who  degrade  the  stedfastness  of  law  into  the 
w’aywardncss  of  will ; when  I shew  you  the  ines- 
timable stores  of  political  wealth  so  dearlv  ac- 
quiicd  by  our  ancestors,  and  so  solemnly  be- 
queathed; and  when  I shew  you  hovv"  much  of 
that  precious  inheritance  has  yet  survived  ail  the 
prodigality  of  their  posterity,  I am  far  from  say- 
ing that  1 stand  in  need  of  it  all  upon  the  present 
occasion.  No,  gentlemen,  far  am  1 indeed  from 
such  a sentiment.  No  man  more  deeply  than 
myself  deplores  the  present  melancholy  state  of 
our  unhappy  country.  Neither  does  any  man 
more  fervently  wish  for  the  return  of  peace  and 
tranquilli  ty,through  the  natural  channels  of  mercy 
and  of  justice.  I have  seen  too  much  of  force 
and  of  violence  to  hope  much  good  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  them  on  one  side,  or  retaliation  from 
another.  I have  seen  too  much  of  late  of  poli- 
tical re-building,  not  to  have  observed  that  to  de- 
molish is  not  the  shortest  way  to  repair.  It  is  with 
pain  and  anguish  that  I should  search  for  the  mi- 
serable right  of  breaking  ancient  ties,  or  going  in 
quest  of  new  relations,  or  untried  adventurers. 
No,  gentlemen,  the  case  of  my  client  rests  not 
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upon  these  sad  privileges  of  despair.  I trust 
that  as  to  the  fact,  namely,  the  intention  of  ex- 
citing insurrection,"  you  must  see  it  cannot  be 
found  in  this  publication ; that  it  is  the  mere 
idle,  unsupported  imputation  of  malice,  or  pa- 
nic, or  falsehood.  And  that  as  to  the  law,  so 
far  has  he  been  from  transgressing  the  limits  of 
the  constitution,  that  whole  regions  lie  between 
him  and  those  limits  which  he  has  not  trod  j and 
which  I pray  to  heaven  it  may  never  be  neces- 
sary for  any  of  us  to  tread. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  attorney  general  has  been 
pleased  to  open  another  batteiy  upon  this  publi- 
cation, which  I do  trust  I shall  silence,  unless  I 
flatter  myself  too  much  in  supposing  that  hitherto 
my  resistance  has  not  been  utterly  unsuccessful. 
Ke  abuses  it  for  the  foul  and  insolent  familiarity 
of  its  address.  I do  clearly  understand  his  idea ; 
he  considers  the  freedom  of  the  press  to  be  the  li- 
cense of  offering  that  paltry  adulation  which  no 
man  ought  to  stoop  to  utter  or  to  hear;  he  sup- 
poses the  freedom  of  the  press  ought  to  be  like 
the  freedoii  of  a king's  jester,  who,  instead  of  re- 
proving the  faults  of  which  majesty  ought  to  be 
ashamed,  is  base  and  cunning  enoijgh,  underthe 
mask  of  servile  and  adulatory  censure,  to  stroke 
down  and  pauiper  those  vicesof  which  it  is  foolish 
enough  to  be  vain.— He  would  not  have  the  press 
presume  to  tell  the  viceroy,  that  the  prerogative 
of  mercy  is  a trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject, 
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and  not  a gaudy  feather  stuck  into  the  diadem  to 
shake  in  the  wind,  and  by  the  waving  of  the  gaudy 
plumage  to  amuse  the  vanity  of  the  wearer. — He 
would  not  have  it  say  to  him  that  the  discretion 
of  the  crown  as  to  mercy  is  like  the  discretion  of 
a court  of  justice  as  to  law,  and  that  in  the  one 
case  as  well  as  the  other,  wherever  the  propriety 
of  the  exercise  of  it  appears,  it  is  equally  a 
matter  of  right.  He  would  have  the  press  all 
fierceness  to  the  people,  and  all  sycophancy  to 
power ; he  would  have  it  consider  the  mad  and 
phrenetic  depopulations  of  authority  like  the  aw- 
ful and  inscrutable  dispensations  of  providence, 
and  say  to  the  unfeeling  and  despotic  spoiler  in 
the  blasphemed  and  insulted  language  of  religious 
resignation — the  Lord  hath  given,  and  the  Lord 
hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ! ! ! But  let  me  condense  the  generality  of 
the  learned  gentleman’s  invective  into  questions 
that  you  can  conceive.  Does  he  mean  tliat  the 
air  of  this  publication  is  rustic  and  uncourtly  ? 
Does  he  mean,  that  when  Marcus  presumed  to 
ascend  the  steps  of  the  castle,  and  to  address  the 
viceroy,  he  did  not  turn  out  his  toes  as  he  ought 
to  have  done?  But,  gentlemen,  you  are  not  a jury 
of  dancing-masters  or  does  the  learned  gentle- 
man mean  that  the  language  is  coarse  and  vul- 
gar? If  this  be  his  complaint,  my  client  has  but 
a poor  advocate.  I do  not  pretend  to  be  a mighty 
grammarian,  or  a formidable  critic,  but  J would 
beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  in  serious  humility, 
o o that 
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that  a free  press  can  be  supported  only  by  the 
ardour  of  men  who  feel  the  prompting  sting  of 
real  or  supposed  capacity ; who  write  from  the 
enthusiasm  of  virtue,  or  the  ambition  of  praise, 
-and  over  whom,  if  you  exercise  the  rigour  of  a 
grammatical  censorship,  you  will  inspire  them 
with  as  mean  an  opinion  of  your  integrity  as  your 
wisdom,  . and  inevitably  drive  them  from  their 
post — and  if  you  do,  rely  upon  it,  you  will  re- 
duce the  spirit  of  publication,  and  vVith  it  the 
press  of  this  collntr\^  to  what  it  for  a long  inter- 
val has  been,  the  register  of  births,  and  fairs, 
and  funerals,  and  the  general  abuse  of  the  peo- 
ple and  their  friends. 

But,  gentlemen,  in  order  to  bring  this  charge 
of  insolence  and  vulgarity  to  the  test,  let  me  ask 
you,  whether  you  know  of  any  language  which 
could  have  adequately  described  the  idea  of  mercy 
•denied,  where  it  ought  to  have  been  granted,  or 
, of  any  phrase  vigorous  enough  to  convey  the  in- 
dignation which  an  honest  man  would  have  felt 
upon  such  a subject  ? Let  me  beg  of  you  for  a 
moment  to  suppose  that  any  one  of  you  had  been 
the  writer  of  this  very  severe  expostulation  with 
the  viceroy,  and  that  you  had  been  the  witness  of 
the  whole  progress  of  this  never  to  he  forgotten 
catastrophe.  Let  me  suppose  that  you  had  known 
the  charge  upon  which  Mr.  Orr  was  apprehended, 
the  charge  of  abjuring  that  bigotry  which  had 
torn  and  disgraced  his  country,  of  pledging  him- 
self 
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self  to  restore  the  people  of  his  country  to  their 
place  in  the  constitution,  and  of  binding  himself 
never  to  be  the  betrayer  of  his  fellow  labourers 
in  that  enterprise  ; that  you  had  seen  him  upon 
that  charge  removed  from  hisindustr^’^  and  con- 
fined in  a goal ; that  through  the  slow  and  lin- 
gering progress  of  twelve  tedious  months  you  had 
seen  him  confined  in  a dungeon,  shut  out  from 
the  common  use  ot  air  and  of  his  own  limbs ; that 
day  after  day  you  had  marked  the  unhappy  cap- 
tive cheered  by  no  sound  but  the  cries  of  his  fa- 
mily, or  the  ciinking  of  chains  ; that  you  had 
seen  him  at  last  brought  to  his  trial;  that  you  had 
seen  the  vile  and  perjured  informer  deposing 
against  his  life;  that  you  had  seen  the  drunken, 
and  worn  out,  and  terrified  jury  give  in  a verdict 
of  death;  that  you  had  seen  the  same  jury,  when 
their  returning  sobriety  had  brought  back  their 
conscience,  prostrate  themselves  belore  the  hu- 
manity of  the  bench,  and  pray  that  the  mercy 
of  tlie  crown  might  save  their  characters  from  tlie 
reprcrach  of  an  involuntary  crime,  their  consci- 
ences from  the  torture  of  eternal  self-condemna- 
tion, and  their  souls  from  the  indelible  stain  of 
innocent  blood.  Let  me  suppose  that  you  had 
seen  the  respite  given,  and  that  contrite  and 
honest  recommendation  transmitted  to  that  seat 
where  mercy  was  presumed  to  (Ivvell;  that  new 
and  before  unheard  of  crimes  are  discovered 
against  the  informer ; that  the  royal  mercy  seems 
to  relent,  and  that  a new  respite  is  sent  to  the 
O 0 '2  [irisoner  ; 
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prisoner;  that  time  is  taken,  as  the  learned  coun- 
sel for  the  crown  has  expressed  it,  to  sec  whether 
mercy  could  be  extended  or  not ! that,  after  that 
period  of  lingeringdeliberation  passed,  a third  re- 
spite is  transmitted;  that  the  unhappy  captive 
himself  feels  the  cheering  hope  of  being  restored 
to  a family  that  he  had  adored,  to  a character 
that  he  had  never  stained,  and  to  a country  that 
lie  had  ever  loved;  that  3^011  had  seen  his  wife 
and  children  upon  their  knees,  giving  thosetears 
to  gratitude,  which  their  locked  and  frozen  hearts 
could  not  give  to  anguish  and  despair,  and  im- 
ploring the  blessings  of  eternal  providence  u]}ou 
his  head,  who  had  graciously  spared  the  father, 
and  restored  him  to  liis  children ; that  you  had 
•seen  the  olive  branch  sent  into  his  little  arc,  but 
no  sign  tliat  the  waters  had  subsided.  “ Alas  ! 
nor  wife,  nor  children  more  shall  he  behold,  nor 
friends,  nor  sacred  home  1”  No  serapli  mercy  un- 
bars his  dungeon,  and  leads  him  forth  to  light 
and  life;  but  the  minister  of  death  hurries  him  to 
the  scene  of  suffering  and  of  shame;  where,  un- 
moved l)y  the  hostile  array  of  artillery  and  armed 
men  collected  together,  to  secure,  or  to  insult, 
or  to  dissiirb  him,  he  dies  with  a solemn  decla- 
ration of  his  innocence,  and  utters  his  last  breath 
in  a pra\^er  for  the  liberty  of  his  country.  Let 
me  now  ask  j^ou,  if  any  of  you  had  addressed 
tlie  public  ear  upon  so  foul  and  monstrous  a sub- 
ject, in  whatlaiiguage  would  you  liave  conveyed 
the  feelings  of  horror  and  indignation  would 
you  have  stooped  to  the  meanness  off  qualitjcd 
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complaint  r — would  you  have  been  mean  enough? 
—but  I entreat  your  forgiveness — I do  not  think 
meanly  of  you ; had  I thought  so  meanly  of  you, 

I could  not  suffer  my  mind  to  commune  with  you 
as  it  has  done ; had  I thought  you  that  base  and 
vile  instrument,  attuned  by  hope  and  by  fear  into 
discord  and  falsehood,  from  whose  vulgar  string 
no  groan  of  suffering  could  vibrate,  no  voice  of 
integrity  or  honour  could  speak,  let  me  honestly 
tell  3^011,  I should  have  scorned  to  string  my  hand 
,across  it  5 I should  have  left  it  to  a fitter  minstrel : 
if  I do  not  therefore  grossly  err  in  iny  opinion  of 
you,  I could  use  no  language  upon  such  a subject 
as  tills,  ,that  must  not  lag  behind  the  rapiditv  01 
your  feelings,'  and  that  would  not  disgrace  those 
feelings,  if  it  attempted  to  describe  them. 

Gentlemen,  I am  not  unconscious  tliat  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  crown  seemed  to  address 
you  with  a confidence  of  a very  different  kind ; 
lie  seemed  to  expect  a kind  and  respectful  svinpa- 
thy  from  }^ou  with  the  feelings  of  the  castle,  and 
thegriefsofehidedauthority.  Perhaps,  gentlemen 
he  may  know  3^011  better  than  I do;  if  he  does  lie 
has  spoken  to  you  as  he  oiiglit ; he  has  been  right 
in  telling  you,  that  if  the  reprobation  of  tins  writer 
is  weak,  it  is  because  his  genius  could  not  make  it 
stronger  ; he  has  been  right  in  telling  3^011  that  his 
language  has  not  been  braided  and  festooned  as 
elegantlv'  as  it  might,  that  he  has  not  pinched  the 
miserable  plaits  of  his  phraseolog3*,  nor  placed  liis 
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patches  and  feathers  with  that  correctness  of  milli- 
nery which  became  so  exalted  a person.  If  you 
agree  with  him,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,if  you  think 
thattheman,  wlio  ventures  at  the  hazard  of  hisown 
life,  to  rescue  from  the  deep  the  drowned  honour 
of  hiscountry,  must  not  presume  upon  the  guilty 
familiarity  of  plucking  it  up  by  the  locks,  I have 
no  more  to  say;  do  a courteous  thing.  Upright 
and  honest  jurors,  find  a civil  and  obliging  verdict 
against  the  printer ! And  when  you  have  done  so 
march  through  the  ranks  of  your  fellow  citizens  to 
your  own  homes,  and  bear  their  looks  as  they  pass 
along  ; retire  to  the  bosom  of  your  families  and 
your  children,  and,  when  3^911  are  presiding  over 
the  morality  of  tlie  parental  board,  tell  those  infants 
wIk)  are  to  be  the  future  men  of  Ireland,  the  his- 
tory of  this  da3^  Form  their  young  minds  by 
yonr  precepts  and  confirm  those  precepts b3’3"our 
own  example;  teach  them  how  discreetly  alle- 
giance may  be  perjured  on  the  table,  or  loyalty  be 
foresworn  in  the  jurj’-box ; and  when  you  have 
done  so,  tell  them  the  story  of  Orr;  tejl  them  of 
his  captivity,  of  his  children,  of  his  crime,  of  his 
hopes,  of  his  disappointments,  of  his  courage  and 
vof  liisdeath;  and  when  you  findyour little  hearers 
iiangiiig  from  your  lips,  when  3^11  see  their  ev^es 
overflow  with  sympathy  and  sorrow,  and  their 
young  hearts  bursting  with  the  pangs  of  anticipa- 
ted orphanage,  tell  tiiem  that  you  had  the  bold- 
ness and  the  justice  to  stigmatize  the  monster-— 
who  had  dared  to  publish  the  transaction!  Gen- 
tlaneii,  I believe  1 told  you  before  that  tlie  con- 
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duct  of  the  viceroy  was  a small  part  indeed  of  the 
subject  of  this  trial.  Ifthe  vindicatioiiofhisniere 
personal  character  had  been,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  the  sole  object  of  this  prosecution,  I should 
have  felt  the  most  respectful  regret  at  seeing  a per- 
son of  his  high  consideration  come  forward  in  a 
court  of  public  justice,  in  one  and  the  same  breath' 
to  admit  the  truth,  and  to  demand  the  punishment 
of  a publication  like  the  present;  to  prevent  the 
chance  he  might  have  had  of  such  an  accusation 
being  disbelieved,  and  by  a prosecution  like  this 
to  give  to  the  passing  stricture  of  a newspajx^r 
that  life  and  body,  and  action  and  reality,  that 
proves  it  to  all  mankind  and  makes  the  record  of  it 
indelible.  Even  as  it  is  I do  own  I feel  the  utmost 
concern  that  his  name  should  have  been  soiled  by 
being  mixed  in  a question  of  which  it  is  the  mere 
pretext  and  scape-goat.  Air.  attorney  general  was 
too  wise  to  state  to  you  the  real  question  or  the 
object  which  he  wished  to  be  answered  by  your 
verdict.  Do  you  remember  that  he  was  pleased 
to  say  that  this  publication  was  a base  and  foul 
misrepresentation  of  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  the 
government,  and  a false  and  audacious  statement 
to  the  world  tliat  the  king’s  government  in  Ireland 
was  base  enough  to  pay  informers  for  taking  away 
the  lives  of  the  people.  When  I heard  this  state- 
ment to-day,  I doubled  wlietheryou  were  aware 
of  its  tendency  or  not.  It  is  now  necessary  that 
I should  explain  it  to  you  more  at  large. 


You 


2S8 


' You  cannot  )je  ignorant  of  the  great  contlict 
between  prerogative.and  privilege  Vv  liich  hath  con- 
vulsed the  country  for  tiie  last  fifteen  years;  when 
I say  privilege,  you  cannot  suppose  that  I mean 
the  privileges  of  the  house  of  commons,  I mean  the 
privileges  of  the  people.  You  are  no  strangers  to 
the  various  modes  by  which  the  people  laboured 
to  approach  their  object.  Delegations,  conven- 
tions, remonstrances,  resolutions,  petitions  to  tlie 
parliament,  petitions  to  the  throne.  It  might  not 
be  decorous  in  this  place  to  state  to  you  wuth  any 
sharpness  the  various  m.odesofresistance  that  were 
employed  on  the  other  side  ; but  you  all  of  you 
seem  old  enough  to  remember  the  variety  of  acts 
of  parliament  that  have  been  made,  by  which  the 
people  were  deprived,  session  after  session,  of  what 
they  had  supposed  to  be  the  known  and  establish- 
ed fundamentals  of  the  constitution ; the  right  of 
public  debate,;the  right  of  public  petition,  the  right 
of  bail,  the  right  of  trial,  the  right  of  arms  for 
self  defence ; until  at  last,  even  the  relics  of  popu- 
lar privilege  became  superseded  by  military  force; 
the  press  extinguished ; and  the  state  found  its 
last  entrenchment  in  the  grave  of  the  constitution. 
As  little  can  you  be  strangers  to  the  tremendous 
i:onfederations  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our 
countrymen,  of  the  nature  and  the  objects  of 
which  such  a variety  of  opinions  have  been  pro- 
pagated and  entertained, 

T HE  viTi  ter  of  this  letter  had  presumed  to  censure 
the  recall  of  Lord  Fitzwdlliam,  as  well  as  the  mea- 
sure 
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sures  of  the  present  viceroy.  Into  this  subject  I 
do  notenter;  but  you  cannot  j^oiirselves  forget 
that  the  conclhatory  measures  of  the  former  noble 
lordhad  produced  an  almost  miraculous  unanimi- 
ty in  this  countrj^;  and  much  dol  regret,  and  sure 
I am  that  it  is  not  without  pain  you  can  reflect, 
how  imfortimatel}^  the  conduct  of  his  successor 
has  terminated.  His  intentions  might  have  been 
the  best;  1 neither  know  them  nor  condemn  them, 

but  their  terrible  eflects  vou  cannot  be  blind  to. 

•/ 

Every  new  act  of  coercion  has  been  followed  by 
some  new  symptom  of  discontent,  and  every  new 
attack  provoked  seme  new  paroxysm  of  resent- 
ment or  some  new  combination  of  resistance.  In 
this  deplorable  state  of  alfairs,  convulsed  and  dis- 
tracted within,  and  inenanced  by  a most  formida- 
ble enemy  from  without,  it  was  thought  that  pub- 
lic safety  might  be  found  in  union  and  concilia- 
tion, and  repeated  applications  were  made  to  the 
parliament  of  this  kingdom  for  a calm  enquiry 
into  the  complaints  of  the  people;  these  applica- 
tions were  made  in  vain.  Impressed  by  the  same 
motives  Mr.  Fox  brought  the  same  subject  before 
thecommonsof  England,  and  ventured  to  ascribe 
the  perilous  state  of  Ireland  to  the  severity  of  its 
government.  Even  his  stupendous  abilities,  ex- 
cited by  the  liveliest  sympathy  with  our  sulTer- 
ings,  and  animated  by  the  most  ardent  zeal  to 
restore  the  strength  witli  tlie  union  of  thcempire, 
were  repeatedly  exerted  without  success.  Tlie 
fact  of  discontent  w'as  denied;  the  fact  ofcoerci- 
ou  was  denied;  and  the  conset^uence  wasj  the  co- 
,F  p creion 
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ercion  became  more  implacable,  and  the  discon- 
tent more  threatening  and  irreconcileable.  A si- 
milar application  Tvas  made  in  the  beginning  of 
this  session  in  the  lords  of  Great  Britain  by  our 
illustrious  countryman,  of  whom  I do  not  wonder 
that  my  learned  friend  should  have  observed,  how 
much  virtue  can  fling  pedigree  into  the  shade  ; 
or  how  mucli  the  transient  honour  of  a body  in- 
herited from  man,  is  obscured  by  the  lustre  of 
an  intellect  derived  from  God.  lie,  afterbeing  an 
eye-witness  of  this  country,  presented  the  mi- 
serable picture  of  what  lie  had  seen ; and  to  the 
astonishment  of  every  man  in  Irelajid,  the  exist- 
ence of  those  facts  was  ventured  to  be  denied;  the 
conduct  of  the  present  viceroy  was  justified  and 
applauded’;  and  the  necessity  of  continuing  that 
conduct  as  insisted  upon,  as  the  only  means  of 
preserving  the  constitution,  the  peace,  and  the 
prosperity  of  Ireland.  The  moment  the  learned 
counsel  had  talked  of  this  publication  as  a false 
statement  of  the  conduct  of  the  government,  and 
the  condition  of  the  people,  no  man  could  be  at 
a loss  to  see  that  that  awful  question,  which  had 
been  dismissed  from  the  commons  of  Ireland,  and 
from  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  is 
now  brought  forward  to  be  tried  by  a side  wind, 
and  in  a collateral  way,  by  a criminal  prosecution. 

I TELL  you  therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
it  is  not  with  respect  to  Mr.  Orr  that  your  ver- 
dict is  now  sought;  you  are  called  upon  on  your 
doaths  to  say,  that  the  government  is  wise  and 

merciful, 
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merciful,  that  the  people  are  prosperous  and 
• happy,  that  military  law  ought  to  be  continued, 
that  the  British  constitution  could  not  with  safety 
be  restored  to  his  country,  and  that  the  state- 
. inents  of  a contrary  import  by  your  advocates  iu 
either  country  were  libellous  and  false.  I tell 
you  these  are  the  questions,  and  I ask  you  can 
you  have  the  front  to  give  the  expected  answer 
in  the  face  of  a community  who  know  the  coun- 
try as  well  as  'you  do.  Let  me  ask  you,  how 
couldyou  reconcile  with  such  avefdict,  the  goals, 
the  tenders,  the  gibbets,  the  conflagrations,  the 
murders,  the  proclamations  that  we  hear  of  every 
<lay  in  the  streets,  and  see  every  day  in  the  coun- 
try } What  are  the  processions  of  the  learned 
counsel  himself  circuit  after  circuit?  Merciful 
God  ! what  is  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  where 
shall  you  find  the  wretched  inhabitant  of  this 
land  ! You  ma}'’ find  him  perhaps  in  goal,  the 
only  place  of  security,  I had  almost  said,  of  or- 
dinary habitation  ; you  may  see  him  flying  by 
the  conflagrations  of  ids  own  dwelling;  or  you 
may  find  his  bones  bleaching  on  the  green  fields 
of  his  country  ; or  he  may  be  found  tossing  upon 
the  surface  of  the  ocean,  and  mingling  his  groans 
'with  those  tempests,  less  savage  than  his  perse- 
cutors, thatdriftliim  to  a returnless  distance  from 
his  family  and  his  home.  And  yet,  with  these 
facts  ringing  in  the  ears  and  starling  in  the  face 
of  the  prosecutors  you  are  called  upon  to  say,  on 
your  oaths,  that  tliese  facts  do  not  exist.  You 
are  called  upon,  in  defiance  of  shame,  oftruth,  of 
P p honour^ 


honour,  to  deny  the  sufierings  under  w^lych  you 
groan,  and  to  flatter  the  persecution  tlia^ 'tram pies 

, ^ ‘ i.ur  f(  • 


vou  under  foot. 


But  the  learned  gentleman  is  further  pleased  to 
say  that  the  traverser  has  charged  the  government 
’ \vithtl>eencouragement'of  infornmrs.  This,  gen- 
' tJemen,  is  another  small  fact  that  you  are  to  deny 
at  the  hazard  of  your  souls,  and  upon  the  solemnity 
'of  your  oaths.  You  are  upon  your  oaths  to sa\"  to 
the  sister  country,  thatthe  government  of  Ireland 
uses  no  such  abominable  instruments  of  destruction 
as  informers.  Let  me  ask  you  horiestly,  what  do 
you  feel,  when  in  my  hearing,  wlujn*lu  the  face  of 
this  audience,  you  are  called  upon  to  given  verdict 
that  every  man  of  us,  and  every  man  of  you  know 
by  the  testimony  of  ybur  own'  eyes  to  I>e  utterly 
and  absolutely  false  ? I speak  not  now  of  ihepublic 
proclamation  of  infonher^Wiih  a promise  of  seerfe- 
cy  and  of  extravagant  reward  y I -speak  not  of  the 
fate  of  those  horrid ‘wretched  wlio'diave  been  so 
often  transferred  from  the  table  to  the  dock,  and 
•from  thed  ock  to  the  pillory;  1 speakof  whatyour 
own  eyes  have  seen  day  after  da  V during  the  course 
of  this  commission  from  the  box  where  you  are 
nowsitting;  the  number  of  horrid'miscreaiits  who 
avowed  upon  their  oaths  that  tlieyhad  come  from 
■the  very  seat  of  government — from  -tlie-castle, 
where  they  had  been  worked  upon  by  the  fear  of 
<ieath  and  the  hopes  of  compensation,- to  give  evi- 
dence against  their  fellows,  tliat’  the  mild-and 
wholesome  councils  of  this  government  are  Iiblden 
overthese  catacombs  of  living  death,  where  the 
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wretch  tliat  is  buried  a man,  lies  till  his  heart  has 
time  to  fester  and  dissolve,  and  is  then  dug  up  a 
witness. 

Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  fact  ? Have  you  not  seen 
him,  after  his  resurrection  from  that  tomb,  after 
having  been  dug  out  of  the  region  of  death  and 
corruption,  make  his  appearance  upon  the  table, 
the  living  image  of  life  and  of  death,  and  the  su- 
preme arbiter  of  both  ? Have  you  not  marked 
when  he  entered,  how  the  stormy  Avave  of  the 
multitude  retired  at  his  approach  ? Have  you  not 
marked  how  the  human  heart  bowed  to  the  su- 
premacy of  his  power,  in  the  undissembled  ho- 
mage of  deferential  horror?  How  his  glance,  like 
the  lightningof  heaven,  seemed  to  rive  the  body 
of  the  accused,  and  mark  if  for  the  graved  while 
his  voice  warned  the  devoted  wretch  of  woe  and 
death  ; a death  which  no  innocence  can  escape, 
no  art  elude,  no  force  resist,  no  antidote  prevent; 
^ there  w^asan  antidote — ajuVor’soath — but  even 
that  adamantine  chain,  that  bound  the  integrity 
of  man  to  the  throne  of  eternal  justice,  is  solved 
arid  melted  in  the  breath  tiiat  issues  from  the  in- 
former’s moiith;  conscience  swings  from  her 
mooring,  and’the  appalled  and  alfrighted  juror 
cqnsults  his  own  safety  in  the  surt'cnder  of  the 
victim  : — 

Et  f|U^  sibi  quisqiie  timei)at, 

Unius  ill  miseri  exitiuni  convejsa  tulere. 

(t1‘:^^TEEMEX,  1 feel  I must  have  tired  your  pa- 
tience, but  I have  been  forced  into  this  length  by 

the 
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the  prosecutor  who  has  thought  fit  to  introduce 
those  extraordinary  topics,  and  to  bring  a ques- 
tion of  mere  politics  to  trial  under  the  f’unn  of  a 
criminal  prosecution.  I cannot  say  I am  surprised 
this  has  been  done,  or  that  you  should  be  solicited 
by  the  same  inducements,  and  from  the  same  mo- 
tives, as  if  your  verdict  was  a vote  of  approba- 
tion. I do  not  wonder  that  the  government  of 
Ireland  should  stand  appalled  at  the  state  to  which 
we  are  reduced.  I wonder  not  they  should  start 
at  the  public  voice,  and  labour  to  stifle  or  to  con- 
tradict it.  I wonder  not  that  at  this  arduous  crisis 
when  tlie  very  existence  of  the  empire  is  at  stake, 
unci  w hen  its  strongest  and  most  precious  limb  is 
not  girt  with  the  sw  ord  for  battle,  but  pressed  by 
the  tourniquet  for  amputation  ; w hen  they  find 
the  coldness  of  death  already  begun  in  those  ex- 
tremities where  it  never  ends,  that  they  are  ter- 
rified at  what  they  have  done,  and  wish  to  say  to 
the  surviving  parties  of  that  empire,  they  can- 
not say  that  w^e  did  it.'"  I wonder  not  that  they 
should  consider  their  conduct  as  no  immaterial 
question  for  a court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  and 
wish  anxiously,  as  on  an  inquest  of  blood,  for  the 
kind  acquittal  of  a friendly  jury.  I wonder  not 
that  they  should  wish  to  close  the  chasin  they 
have  opened  by  flinging  you  into  the  abj^ss.  Bat 
trust  me,  my  countrymen,  you  might  perish  in 
it,  but  you  could  not  close  it ; trust  me,  if  it  is 
yet  possible  to  close  it,  it  can  be  done  only  by 
truth  and  honor  ; trust  me,  that  such  an  eilect 
could  no  more  he  w rought  by  the  sacrifice  of  a 
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lury,  than  by  the  sacrifice  of  Orr.  As  a state 
measure,  the  one  would  be  unwise  and  una- 
vailing as  the  other;  but  while  you  are  yet  upon 
the  brink,  while  you  are  yet  visible,  let  me,  be- 
fore we  part,  remind  you  once  more  of  your  aw- 
ful situation. — The  law  upon  this  subject  gives 
you  supreme  dominion.  Hope  not  for  much  as- 
sistance from  his  lordship.  On  such  occasions 
perhaps  the  duty  of  the  court  is  to  i)e  cold  and 
neutraL  1 cannot  but  admire  the  dignity  he  has. 
supported  during  this ; 1 am  gratefiil  for  his 
patience.  But  let  me  tell  you,  it  is  not  liis  pro- 
vince to  fan  the  sacred  fiame  of  patriotism  in  the 
jury  box;  as  he  has  borne  with  the  bttle  extra- 
vagancies of  the  law,  do  you  bear  with  the  little 
failings’ of  the  press.  Let  me  therefore  remind 
you,  that,  though  the  day  may  soon  cdme_when 
our  ashes  shall  be  scattered  before  the  winds  of 
heaven,  the  memory  of  what  you  do  cannot  diej 
it  will  carry  down  to  your  posterity  your  honour 
or  your  shame.  In  the  presence  and  in  the  name 
of  that  ever  living  God,  I do  therefore  conjure 
3mu  to  reflect,  that  you  haveyour  characters,  your 
consciences,  that  you  have  also  the  character, 
perhaps  the  ultimate  destiny  of  your  country  in 
your  hands.  In  that  awful  name,  1 do  conjure 
you  to  have  mercy  upon  your  country  and  your- 
selves, and  so  judge  now,  as  you  will  hereafter 
be  judged;  and  I do  now  submi!:  the  fate  of  my 
client,  and  of  that  country  which  we  vet  have  iu 
common  to  your  disposal, 

Mr.  Flniicrtij  was:  found 
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SPEECH. 

OF  * 

. JOHN  PHIH’OT  CURRAN,  Esq. 

IN  DEFENCE 

' OF 

MJR,  OLIVER  BOND, 

FOR 

• ' HIGH  TREASON. 

On  Tuesday,  July,  24th,  1798. 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  INDICTMENT. 

OLIVER  BOND,  you  stand  indicted, 
for  not  having  the  fear  of  God  beforeyoiir  eyes, 
“ nor  the  duty  of’  your  allegiance  considering, 
‘‘  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  instiga- 
tion  of  the  devil,  you  did,  with  other  false  trai- 
tors,  conspire  and  meet  together,  and  contriv- 
ing  and  imagining  with  all  your  strength  this 
‘‘  kingdom  to  disturb,  and  to  overturn  by  force  of 
anus,  &c.  the  government  of  this  kingdom,  on 
the  20th  day  of  May,  in  the  thirty-eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  present  king,  in  the 
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parish  of  St  Michael  the  archangel,  did  con- 
spire  and  meet  together  about  the  means  of 
overturning  the  government ; and  his  majesty 
of  and  from  his  royal  state,  power  and  govern- 
‘‘  nient  of  this  country  to  deprive  and  put  ; 
and  that  you,  Oliver  Bond,  with  other  false  trai- 
tors,  did  meet  together  and  make  resolutions 
to  procure  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  arming  men  to  wage  war  against  our 
sovereign  lord  the  king ; and  did  conspire  to 
overturn  by  force  the  lawful  government  of  this 
kingdom,  and  to  change  by  force  the  govern- 
ment  thereof;  and  did  assemble  and  meet  toge- 
ther  to  raise  a rebellion  in  this  kingdom ; to 
procure  arms  to  aid  and  assist  in  said  rebellion ; 
and  that  you,  Oliver  Bond,  did  aid  and  cause 
Thomas  Reynolds  to  beacolonel  in  thecounty 
of  Kildare,  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  said  rebel- 
lion,  and  did  administer  unlawful  oaths  to  said 
Thomas  Reynolds,  and  tocertain  other  persons, 
to  be  united  Irishmen,  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
turning  by  force  the  government  of  this  king- 
“ dom  ; and  you,  the  said  Oliver  Bond,  did  col- 
lect  sums  of  money  to  furnish  arms  and  animu- 
nition  to  the  persons  in  said  rebellion,  against 
the  duty  of  your  allegiance,  contrary  to  his 
majesty's  peace,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and 
contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case 
made  and  provided.  xVnd  whereas  a public 
war,  both  by  land  and  sea,  is,  and  hath  been 
carried  on  by  persons  exercising  the  powers  of 
Q q government 
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government  in  France  ; you,  the  said  Oliver 
Bond,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  your 
e3^es,  did  aid  and  assist  the  French  and  men  of 
France  to  invade  this  kingdom,  to  overturn  bv 
force  the  government  of  this  kingdom,  and  to 
compass  and  imagine  the  death  of  the  king, 
“ «nd  so  forth.  On  this  indictment  you,  Oliver 
Bond,  have  been  this  day  arraigned,  and 
have  pleaded  notguiltv,  and  for  trial  have  put 
yourself  on  God  and  your  country".*’ 


MR.  CURRAN. 

My  lords,  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 

I am  counsel  for  the  prisoner  at  the  bar— is  nn' 
<fz//ytolay  his  case  before  vou.  It  is  a duty  that 
at  any  time  would  be  a paivfid  one  to  me,  but  at 
present  peculiarl}'  so  ; having,  in  the  course  of 
this  long  trial,  experienced  great  fatigue  both  of 
mind  and  of  bodj^  a fatigue  I have  felt  in  com- 
mon with  the  learned  judges  who  preside  on  the 
bench,  and  with  my  brethren  of  the  bar:  I feel 
as  an  advocate  for  my  client  the  duty  of  the  aw- 
ftil  obligation  that  has  devolved  upon  me. — I do 
not  mean,  gentlemen  of  the  jur^^,  to  dilate  on 
m\"  own  personal  fatigues,  for  I am  not  in  the 
habit  of  considering  my  personal  ill  state  of 
health,  or  the  anxiety"  of  my  mind,  in  discharging 
)ny  duty  to  clients  in  such  awful  situations  as  in 
■tlic  present  momentous  crisis  j I have  not  been 
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in  the  habit,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  expatiate 
to  you  on  personal  ill  health;  in  addressing  my- 
self to  jurors  on  any  common  subject,  I have 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  addressing  myself  to 
the  interposition  of  the  court,  or  to  the  good  na- 
tured  consideration  of  the  jury,  on  behalf  of  my 
client.  I have  mentioned  indeed  my  own  enfee- 
bled worn  out  body,  and  my  worn  out  state  of 
mind,  not  out  of  any  paltry  respect  to  myselfi 
nor  to  draw  your  attention  to  myself,  but  to  in- 
duce you  to  reflect  upon  this;  that  in  the  weak- 
ness of  tlie  advocate,  the  case  of  my  client,  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  is  not  implicated ; for  hi> 
case  is  so  strong  in  support  of  his  innocence^  that 
it  is  not  to  be  weakened  by  the  imbecility,  or 
the  fatigue  of  the  advocate. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I lament  that  this 
case  has  not  been  brought  forward  in  a simple, 
and  in  the  usual  way,  without  any  extraneous 
matter  being  introduced  into  it,  as  I think  injus- 
tice, and  as  I think  in  humanity,  it  ought  to  have 
been.  I lament  that  any  little  artifices  should  be 
employed  upon  so  great  and  solemn  a case  as 
this,  more  especially  in  desperate  times,  than  up- 
on more  ordinary  occasions ; and  some  allegati- 
ons of  criminality  have  been  introduced,  as  to 
persons  and  things,  that  ought  not  in  my  opinion 
to  liave  been  adverted  to  in  a case  like  this.  What, 
for  instance,  has  this  case  to  do  with  the  motion 
made  by  lord  Moira  in  the  house  of  lords  in  Ire- 
land in  February  last,  or  the  accidental  conver- 
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sations  with  lord  Edward  FitzGerald  rifyouliave 
a feeling  for  virtue,  I trust  that  lord  Moira  will  be 
revered  as  a character  that  adds  a dignity  to  the 
peerage.  What  made  that  noble  character  forego 
his  great  fortune,  quit  his  extensive  demesnes, 
and  the  tranquillity  of  the  philosophic  mind,  but 
in  the  great  and  glorious  endeavour  to  do  service 
to  his  country.^  I must  repeat,  he  is  an  honour 
to  the  Irish  peerage.  Let  me  ask,  w'hy  was  the 
name  of  lord  Moira,  or  lord  AFy  combe  (who  hap- 
pened to  dine  at  sir  Duke  Gi^klrd’^;  i ntroduced  i nto 
this  trial?  what  has  that  motion  wdiich  lord  Moira 
introduced  in  the  house  of  lords  to  do  with  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Oliver  Bond  on  a charge  of  high  trea- 
son? Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have  been  ad- 
dressed as  against  a person,  by  whom  a fire  has 
been  supposed  to  have  been  kindled,  and  this 
too  at  the  period  of  its  being  extinguished. 
(Some  ignorant  persons  in  the  crowded  gallery 
having  created  some  noise  in  the  court  prevented 
the  learned  advocate  a few  minutes  from  pro- 
ceeding— The  court  said  they  w ould  punish  any 
person  w’ho  dared  to  interrupt  the  counsel  foir^the 
prisoner,  and  said  they  hoped  Mr.  Curran  w ould 
be  able  to  proceed  in  stating  the  prisoner’s 
case.)  Mr.  Curran,  in  continuing — I have  very 
little  hope  to  be  able  to  discharge  iny  duty,  but 
I impute  the  interruption  to  mere  accident;  I 
cannot  suppose  it  w’as  levelled  against  me,  but  I 
am  afraid  it  was  excited  by  prejudice, — (The 
court  remarked,  they  w^ould  maintain  the  peace 
and  decorum  of  the  court,  and  they  would  guard 
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the  prisoner  from  any  prejudice.  Mr.  Carran, 
you  will  state  the  facts  of  the  prisoner’s  case  to  the 
jury,  and  shallhot  be  interrupted.) — Mr.  Curran, 
in  continuation.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I was 
cautioning  you  against  being  prejudiced  against 
my  unfortunate  client';  I fear  there  is  much  rea- 
son why  I should  caution  you  against  the  indu- 
ente  of  any  prejudice  against  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar.  You  are  to  decide  on  your  verdict,  by  the 
evidence  given  and  the  evidence  that  on  the  part  of. 
the  prisoner  will  belaid  before  you,  and  you  will 
see  the  evidence  does  not  support  the  prosecution. 
You  will  banish  any  prejudices,  and  let  your  ver- 
dict be  the  result  of  cool  and  deliberate  investiga- 
tion, andnot  given  in  the  heatof  the  season  when 
men’s  minds  may  be  heated  by  the  circumstanced 
of  the  times.  I shall  la}^  before  yon  the  case  of  mv 
client,  to  controvert  the  evidence  given  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  and  shall  offer  to  your  consi* 
deration  some  observations  in  point  of  law,  under 
the  judicial  controul  of  the  court  as  to  matter 
of  law.  I will  strip  my  client’s  case  from  the  ex- 
traneous matter  that  has  been  attempted  to  be  fas- 
tened on  it.  I feel,  gentlemen,  the  more  warm^ 
when  I speak  to  you  in  favour  of  my  client’s  inno^ 
cency,  and  to  bring  his  iunocency  home  to  your 
judgments.  I know  the  honesty  and  rectitude  of 
your  characters,  and  I know  my  client  has  nothing 
to  fear  from  your  understanding.  It  is  my  duty 
to  state  to  you,  we  have  evidence  to  prove  to  you, 
that  tho  witness  9a  the  part  of  the  prosecutor  is 
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undeserving  of  credit,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  apprize 
you,  that  it  is  your  duty  to  examine  into  the  moral 
character  of  the  witness  that  has  been  produced; 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  concern  you  should  do  tliis, 
as  yourvcrdict  is  to  decide  on  the  lifeordeath,  the 
fame  or  dishonour  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  With 
respect  to  prosecutions  brought  forward  by  the 
state,  I have  ever  been  ofopinion  that  the  decision  is 
to  be  by  the  jury,  and  as  to  any  matter  of  law  the 
jury  do  derive  information  from  the  court;  forju- 
rorshaveby  the  constitution  a fixed  and  permanent 
power  to  decide  on  matter  of  fact,  and  the  letter  of 
the  law  the  sovereign  leaves  to  be  expounded  by 
the  mouth  of  the  ki  ng'sj  udges.  Some  censure  upon 
some  former  occasions  hath  fallen  on  former  j udges^, 
from  a breach  of  this  doctrine.  . Upon  a former 
occasion  I dili'ered  in  my  opinion  from  the  learned 
judge  who  then  presided,  as  to  what  I conceived 
to  be  the  law,  as  to  what  is  to  be  construed  in  the 
law  of  high  treason,  as  to  compassingor  imagining 
the  death  of  the  king ; I am  not  ashamed  of  the 
opinion  in  a point  of  law  1 entertained,  I never 
shall  be  ashamed  of  it.  I am  extremely  sorry  I 
should  differ  from  the  bench  in  opinion  on  a point 
of  law,  but)  udges  have  haddifferent  opinions  upon 
the  same  subject : where  an  overt-act  is  laid  of 
compassing  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king 
it  does  not  mean  in  construction  of  law  the  natu- 
ral dissolution  of  the  king,  but  where  there  was  not 
, the  fact  acted  upon,  but  confined  merely  to  the 
intention  a man  had;  the  proof  of  such  intention 
must,  according  to  lord  Coke  and  sir  M,  Foster, 
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be  proved  by  two  witnesses  in  England ; the  statute 
of  Edward  III.  provides  against  the  event  of  the 
death  of  the  king  by  any  person  levying  war, 
whereby  his  life  might  become  endangered.  The 
proof  of  such  overt-act  must  in  England  be  sub- 
stantiated by  two  witnesses,  how  it  comes  not  to 
be  so  settled  and  required  in  Ireland,  is  not  ac- 
coiw^ted  for.  Before  the  statute  of  Edward-III. 
the  law  relative  to  high  treason  was  undefined, 
which  tended  to  oppress  and  harrass  the  people, 
for,  by  the  common  law  of  England,  it  was  for- 
merly a matter  of  doubt,  whether  it  was  necessary 
to  have  two  witnesses  to  prove  an  overt-act  of 
higli  treason.  Lord  Coke  says,  that  in  England 
there  must  be  two  witnesses  to  prove  an  overt-act ; 
it  seems  he  was  afterwards  of  a contrary  opinion ; 
but  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  a statute  passed, 
and  by  that  statute  it  appears  there  must  be  Izvb 
ivltncsses,  but  when  that  statute  came  to  be  en- 
acted here,  the  clause  relative  to  there  being  two 
ivitnesses  to  an  overt  act  of  high  treason  is  not 
made  the  law  in  Ireland,  but  why  it  was  not  re- 
quired in  Ireland  is  not  explained.  By  the  Eng- 
lish act  of  William  III.  in  England,  the  overt- 
act must  be  proved  by  two  witnesses  in  England 
but  it  does  not  say  in  Ireland:  but  as  the  common 
j aw  of  England  and  the  connnon  law  of  Ireland  is 
the  same,  the  consciences  of  an  Irish  jury  ought 
to  be  fully  satisfied  by  the  testiraony  of  izvo  wit- 
7iesses  to  an  overt-act  3 but,  on  this  point,  how- 
ever, some  of  the  Irish  Judges  are  of  opinion,  that 
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iivo  loitnesses  are  not  in  Ireland  required  to  sub- 
stantiate an  overt-act,  therefore  their  opinioniuust 
be  acquiesced  in.  Let  me  suppose  that  Confucius, 
Plato,  Solon  or  Tully,  or  any  other  great  philoso- 
pher, was  of  opinion,  on  any  particular  point,  as 
- suppose  for  instance,  that  on  the  statute  of  William 
III.  in  order  to  have  a just  and  equal  trial  there 
must  be  twm  witnesses  to  prove  an  overt  act ; 
Blackstone  and  Montesquieu  are  of  opinion  we 
should  have  the  equal  protection  to  our  liberties ; 
why  then  should  not  ajury  in  Ireland  require  the 
same  evidence,  i.  e.  two  witnesses  here,  as  well  as 
•in  England  ? The  learned  counsel  referred  to  the 
statute  of  Edward  III. — act  of  king  William  III. 
^ on  liigh  treason,  Blackstoue’s commentaries,  Mon- 
tesquieu’s spirit  of  laws,  Coke  on  Littleton,'  and 
sir  Michael  Foster’s  pleas  of  the  crown. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  let  me  state  to  you 
in  the  clearest  point  of  view  the  defence  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  see  what  has  been  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  adduced— 'the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  is  accused— of  compassing  or  imagining 
tlie  death  of  the  king,  and  of  adhering  to  the  king’s 
enemies — the  evidence  against  him  is  parol  and 
zcrilten  evidence.  Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I 
will  venture  to  observe  to  you,  that  as  to  the  writ- 
ten  evidence,  if  suffered  to  go  before  you  by  the 
court,  it  is  only  as  evidence  at  larger  but  as  to  the 
credibility  of  it,  that  is  for  you  to  decide  upon. — 
^Ir.  Reynolds,  in  his  parol  testimony,  has  sworn, 
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that  he  was  made  an  united  Irishman  by  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar.— Mr.  Reynolds  says,  he  was 
sworn  to  what  he  .considered  to  be  the  objects  of 
that  society— he  stated  them  to  you;  but  whether 
true  or  false  is  for  you  to  determine,  by  the  credit 
you  may  give  to  his  testimony.  This  is  the  third 
time  Mr.  Reynold's  has  appeared  in  a court  of 
justice,  to  prosecute  the  prisoners^  He  says,  the 
objects  the  united  Irishmen  are  to  overturn  the 
present  government,  and  to  establish  a republican 
form  of  government  in  its  stead,  and  to  comfort 
and  abet  the  French,  on  their  invading  this  king* 
dom,  should  such  an  event  take  place.— You  have 
heard  his  testimony,  letmeask,  doyou  think  him 
incapable  of  being  a villain  ? do  you  think  him  to 
be  a villain  ? you  observed  with  what  kind  of  pride 
he  gave  his  teslimony--do  you  believe  his  evidence 
by  the  solemn  oath  that  you  have  taken  ? or  do 
you  believe  it  w'as  a blasted  perjury  ? can  you  give 
credit  to  any  man  of  a blasted  character  ?— It  has 
been  the  misfortune  of  many  former  jurors  to 
have  given  their  verdict  founded  upon  the  evidence 
of  a perjured  witness,  and  on  their  death  bed  they 
repented  of  their  credulitj^,  in  convicting  a man 
upon  false  testimony ; the  history  of  former  ages 
is  replete  with  such  conduct,  as  may^  be  seen  in 
the  state  trials,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Kinibolton  and 
Titus  Oates— the  then  j urors  convicted  tliat  noble- 
man, but  some  time  after  his  death,  thejurors  dis- 
covered they  had  given  implicit  credit  to  a witness 
unworthy  of  it;  and  the  lawyers  of  those  times 
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might  have  said  “ I thank  God  they  have  done  the 
deed/’— Does  not  the  history  of  human  infirmity 
give  many  instances  of  this  kind  ? Gentlemen,  let 
me  bring  you  more  imrriediatel  y to  the  case  before 
you;  had  ue  no  evidence  against  Reynolds  but 
his  own  solitary  evidence  ; from  the  whole  of  his 
evidence,  you  cannot  establish  the  guilt  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar;  take  the  whole  of  his  evidence 
into  your  consideration,  it  may  appear  he  is  un- 
worthy of  credit.  He  told  you  he  got  information 
from  McCann  on  the  Sunday  morning,  that  the 
meeting  was  to  be  on  monday  morning  at  ten 
o’clock.— Reynoldsgoqs  immediately  to  Mr.  Cope 
and  gives  him  that  information.— On  Sunday  after- 
noon he  goes  to  lord  Edward  FitzGerald,  and 
shews  him  the  orders  issued  by  captain  Saurin  to 
the  lawyers’  corps : then,  said  lord  Edward,  I 
fear  government  intend  to  arrest  me^  I will  go  to 
Frabce,  and  hasten  them  to  invade  this  country.— 
Government  has  no  information  of  the  meeting 
of  the  provincial  delegates  at  Bond’s ; no,  no, 
says  Reynolds,  that  is  impossible. — Reynolds 
wrote  to  Bond  he  could  not  attend  the  meeting, 
as  his  wife  was  ill ; Re3mold’s  did  not  go  to  the 
meeting.— Bond  w’as  arrested  on  the  monday 
morning;  on  monday  evening  at  eight  at  night 
Reynolds  goes  to  lord  Edward  in  Aungier-street, 
met  him,  and  goes  again  to  him  the  next  night, 
and  lord  Edward  conversed' with  Re^molds  about 
his  (lord  Edward,)  going  to  France.— Reynolds 
then  went  to  Kildare,  he  gave  the  most  solemn 
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assurance  to  the  delegates  at  a meeting  there, 
that  he  never  gave  information  of  the  meeting  at 
Bond’s now  see  how  many  oaths  Reynolds  has 
tahen  ; he  admits  he  took  two  of  the  oaths  of  the 
obligations  to  the  society  of  united  Irishmen. 
He  told  you  lord  Edward  advised  him  to  accept 
of  being  a colonel  of  Kildare  united  Irishmen’s 
army,  and  yet  he  says,  he  afterwards  went  to 
Bond’s,  and  Bond  advised  Reynolds  to  be  a co- 
lonel. It  appeared  in  evidence  that  Reynolds 
was  treasurer ; he  took  two  more  oaths,  one  as 
colonel,  and  one  as  treasurer,  and  he  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  also,  and  he  took  oath  to  the  truth 
of  his  testimony,  at  the  two  former  trials  and  at 
this;  on  which  do  you  give  him  credit  ?-— Gentle- 
men, in  order  to  narrow  the  question  under  your 
consideration,  as  to  what  Reynolds  said,  relative 
to  lord  Edward’s  conversation,  is  totally  out  of 
this  case,  it  can  have  no  v.  eight  at  all  on  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Bond  for  high  treason,  in  the  finding  of 
your  verdict.-— How,  or  in  what  manner,  is  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  to  be  affected  by  it ; I submit 
to  your  lordship  that  the  declarations  of  lord  Ed- 
ward to  Reynolds,  when  Bond  was  not  present,  is 
not  attachable  to  the  prisoner.— Mr.  Reynolds  has 
given  you  a long  account  of  a conversation  lie 
had  with  Mr.  Cope,  relative  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  society  of  united  Irishmen,  and  Mr.  Cope 
said,  if  such  a man  could  be  found,  as  described 
by  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  would  come  forward  and 
give  information,  he  would  deserve  the  epithet 
of  saviour  of  his  country: — thus  by  Reynolds’s 
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evidence,  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Cope  was  the 
little  poney  of  repentance  to  drive  away  the  gi- 
gantic crimes  of  the  co^oysus  lieynolds: — but  re- 
member, said  Mr.  Reynolds,  though  I give  infor- 
mation I won't  sacrifice  my  morality  ; I won't  ^ 
come  forward  to  prosecute  any  united  Irishman. 
No,  no  j like  a bashful  girl,  higgling  about  the 
price  of  her  virginity,  I am  determined,  says  Rey- 
nolds, to  preserve  my  character— 1 will  give  the 
communications,  but  do  not  think  I will  descend 
to  be  an  informer— I will  acquaint  ^-ou  of  every 
thing  against  theunited  Irishmen,  but  i must  pre- 
serve my  credit— I tell  you  the  design  of  the 
united  Irishmen  is  to  overturn  the  constitution--- 
I will  lead  you  to  the  threshold  of  discovery,  but 
J^won’tname  any  price  for  reward-— pray  don’t 
mention  it  at  all.  Says  Mr.  Cojic;  a man  would 
deserve  a thousand,  or  fifteen  hundred  a year  and 
:i  seat  in  parliament,  or  any  thing,  if  he  could  give 
I he  information  vou  mention-- -No  such  thing; 
is  required,  no  such  thing,  says  Reynolds— you 
mistake  me  ; I will  have  nothing  in  the  world 
but  merely  a compensation  I’or  losses— do  you 
think  I would  rake  u bribe  1 ask  oidy  of  you 
to  give  me  leave  to  draw  a little  bit  of  a note  on 
you  for  five  hundred  guineas,  only  by  way  of  in- 
demnity, tliatis  all,  merely  for  indemnity  of  losses 
I have  sustained,  or  am  liable  to  sustain.  Gentle- 
men of  the  jury,  don't  you  see  the  vast  distinc- 
tion between  a bribe  and  gratiheation  ? What 
,says  father  Foigard  r consider  my  conscience,  do 
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you  think  I would  take  a bribe  ? it  would  grieve 
xny  consciience  if  I was  to  take  a bribe — to  be  a 
member  of  parliament  and  declare  for  the  ayes 
or  the  noes — I will  accept  of  no  bribe — I will 
only  take  a little  indemnity  for  claret  that  may 
be  spilt ; for  a little  furniture  that  may  be  des- 
troyed ^ for  a little  ware  and  tear,  for  boots  and 
for  shoes,  for  plate  destroyed  ; for  defraying  the 
expences  of  some  pleasurable  jaunts,  when  out  of 
this  country ; for  if  I become  a public  informer 
against  the  united  Irishmen,  and  should  continue 
here  for  some  time,  I may  chance  at  some  time 
to  be  killed  by  some  of  them — for  I have  sworn 
to  be  true  to  them,  and  I also  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  be  true  to  my  sovereign — I have  taken 
all  sorts  of  oatlis;  if  1 frequent  the  company  of 
those  who  are  loyal  to  the  king,  they  will  despise 
the  man  who  broke  his  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
between  the  loyalist  and  the  united  Irishmen,  I 
may  chance  to  be  killed— As  I am  in  the  habit 
of  living  in  the  world,  says  Mr.  Reynolds  to  Mr. 
Cope,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  draw  a bit  of 
paper  on  yon,  only  for  three  Ijundred  guineas  at 
present  ; it  will  operate  like  a bandage  to  a sore 
leg,  though  it  won’t  cure  the  sore,  or  the  rot- 
tenness of  the  bone,  it  may  liide  it  f cm  tlie  [)nb- 
lic  view.— I will,  says  Mr.  Reynolds,  newly  be 
baptised  for  a draft  of  three  hundred  guineas, 
and  become  a public  informer,  and  for  a fur- 
ther  bit  of  paper  only,  for  another  two  hundred 
guineas,  yet  I trur^t  you  will  excuse  me,  1 will 
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not  positively  take  any  more. — He  might,  I 
imagine,-  be  compared  to  a bashful  girl,  and  say, 
AV'hat,  sliall  the  brutal  arms  of  man  attack  a 
country  maid,  and  she  not  stipulate  for  full  wa- 
ges ; when  her  gown  shortens,  and  her  apron 
bursts  asunder,  and  she  sinks  to  the  view  of  pub- 
lic prostitution  ; perhaps  he  practised  upon  her 
virtue,  when  she  thought  he  was  gaining  the  af- 
fections of  that  iniK)cent  dupe  in  private.— Do 
you  think  that  Reynolds  would  touch  a bribe, 
and  become  an  informer? — no,  no,  he  said  he 
w ould  be  no  informer — but  did  he  not  consent  to 
do  a little  business  in  private— and  did  he  not 
get  money  for  it  ? Perhaps  he  said,  I thought  to 
be  no  villain— I would  not  have  the  world  think 
me  a villain,  yet  as  I can  confide  in  myself,  why 
should  I mind  what  the  world  says  of  me, 
though  it  should  call  me  villain  ? 'but  is  it  not  a 
real  fact  r — Even  though  I should  become  the 
talk  of  all  the  porter-houses,  though  I should 
become  the  talk  of  all  the  tea-tables,  yet  peijury 
is  not  brought  home  to  me.— No,  no  human  be- 
ing has  knowlege  of  what  is  rankling  w ithin  ? 
Has  it  not  been  said,  1 was  an  honest  man,  to 
come  upon  the  public  board  as  a public  infor- 
mer ? they  did  call  me  an  honest  man,  and  a wor- 
thy, a respectable  informer,  and  thus  my  cha- 
racter is  at  bay. — The  world  indeed  heard  of  the 
progress  of  these  crimes,  and  that  1 was  unfor- 
tunately an  united  Irishman. — He  told  you  there 
was  a provincial  meeting  of  delegates,  but  he  has 
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not  ventured  to  tell  you  where  the  provincial 
committee  met he  has  simply  said,  there  was 
a provincial  ^committee.— -It  was  a question  of 
<rreat  concern  I have  doubts  about  it.^ — It  is 
not  stated  to  me  what  these  important  consul- 
tations were  about. — From  McCann  hehe^ard  that 
a baronial  meeting  was  to  be  at  Bond’s  on  the 
12th  of  March,  and  that  there  was  material  bu- 
siness  to  transact^  and  desired  Reynolds  to  attend 
— that  is  all  that  Reynolds  heard  from  McCann, 
and  M‘Cann  is  now  no  more,  and  this  part  of 
the  case  is  in  doubt  and  obscurity. — For  my 
part  I am  not  satisfied  that  any  thing  criminal 
did  pass  at  the  meeting  at  Bond’s  on  the  12th  of 
March— no  man  can  say  so — on  the  evidence 
produced,  they  do  not  say  that, — they  only  sup» 
pose  there  was. — Was  the  jury  to  judge  of  their 
own  present  view,  I do  not  think  they  would 
come  justly,  with  their  verdict  of  condemnation. 

• — The  question  is  not,  whether  there  was  any 
meeting  at  Bond’s,  but  what  was  the  object  of 
that  meeting  ?— Bond  was  in  the  ware-house  in 
the  custody  of  the  guard,  afterwards  he  came  up 
to  the  room  with  Mr.  Swan.— At  Bond’s  there 
was  a meeting  of  the  united  Irishmen,  and 
though  Bond  was  not  taken  in  that  room,  yet 
Bond’s  charge  is  mixed  with  the  guilt  of  that 
meeting. — The  overt-act  in  the  indictment  is,  of 
conspiring  to  levy  war,  Ac.  It  is  material  to  ob- 
serve, in  this  part  of  the  case,  it  was  a bare  con- 
spiracy to  Uv^  war  s it  is  not,  as  I conceive,  high 
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treason  ; the  hare  intention  does  not  amount  to 
compassing  or  imagining  the  death  of  the  king 
■-—it  is  not  adhering  to  the  king's  enemies  ; under 
certain  circumstances,  this  is  not  higli  treason, 
of  compassing  the  death  of  the  king. — This  \s 
the  gj'eat  hinge,  as  I apprehend,  in  this  case. 
Gentlemen,  what  was  the  evidence  given  ? that 
there  was  a meeting,  for  a dangerous  purpose  — 
IvPCann  said,  there  w as  to  be  a meeting  of  the 
delegates  at  Bond’s  on  the  12th  of  March  ; —he 
did  not  tell  Reynolds  the  purport  of  that  meeting 
— therefore,  gentlemen,  my  objection  is,  was 
that  a provincial  meeting  ? it  rests  on  that  evidence 
of  the  informer,  and  no  other  witness.  It  was 
'^TCann  told  Reynolds,  you  must  be  at  the  con- 
vention on  the  12th  of  March,  to  compass  the 
death  of  the  king,  and  overturn  the  government ; 
— bat  Bond  did  not  tell  him  any  such  thing— 
Bond  only  said,  M‘Cann  xoas  able  to  give  informa^ 
tion  of  what  was  gomgforioard  at  that  meeting  ; 
]>ut  Bond  knew’^  nothing  about  it — though  ad- 
mitting a meeting  was  held  in  Bond’s  house  for 
a guilty  purpose,  yet  Bond  might  be  perfectly  in- 
nocent ; he  was  not  in  the  room  till  Mr.  Swan 
came — there  was  to  be  a watch- word,  is  M‘Gann 
hereF  from  thence  it  would  seem  it  was  a meet- 
ing at  M‘Cann’s  suggestion — Mr.  Bond  probably 
did  not  know  the  motive,  why  he  gave  the  use  of 
the  room ; for  there  was  not  one  word  of  conver- 
sation between  Bond  and  Reynolds.— Reynolds 
says,  M ‘Gann  told  him  the  M‘Gaim 
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did  not  get  thezoatch-ioord  from  Bond,  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar, — the  watch  word  was,  is  M‘Cana 
here  ; it  was  for  the  admission  of  no  person,  that 
]\PCann  did  not  know  ; it  had  no  relation  to  Mr. 
Bond.  Has  this  no  weight  with  you,  gentlemen 
of  the  jury?  do  you  feel  anxious  to  investigate 
the  truth  ? IF  you  believe  Reynolds,  the  meet- 
ing was  for  the  worst  purpose,  but  was.it  with 
the  knowledge  of  Bond?  for  Bond  said  to  Rey- 
nolds, I can  give  you  no  information,  go  to  M'Cann 
he  can  inf ojnn  you-— the  evidence  therefore 
of  Reynolds  rests  this  man’sdife,  for  the  written 
evidence  found  in  the  room  cannot  in  my  appre- 
hension affect  Bond,  he  was  not  in  the  room;  if 
you,  as  no  doubt  you  will,  be  of  opinion.  Bond 
was  not  in  the  room,  where  the  papers  were  found. 
—There  is  not  any  evidence  of  the  conversation 
•before  Mr.  Swan  came,  and  he  found  on  the  ta- 
ble a paper  written  on  and  the  ink  not  dry.  “ / 
A B teas  duly  elected. it  was  7iot  fomid  upon  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar the  papers  found  might  af- 
dect  the  persons  in  the  7'oo7n—-b\\t  at  the  time  of 
the  seizure  of  the  papers  Bond  was  in  the  ware- 
.house  in  custody  of  sergeant  Dugan,  and  \vas 
not  brought  up  stairs  until  after  the  arrest.  The 
papers  found  upon  Bond  might  be  read  in  evi- 
dence against  him,  but  I conceive  not  those  found 
in  the  room.  What  was  the  intention  of  men- 
tioning the  letter  from  Reynolds,  found  on  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  ? Jt  was  stated,  but  not  read 
in  evidence,  merely  to  apologize  for  Reynolds’s 
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not  rittending  the  meeting  on  the  12th  of  March : 
Reynolds  says  he  got  it  again,  and  burnt  it.— 
Reynolds  did  not  pretend  to  state  to  you,  he  knew 
from  Bond,  what  the  object  of  the  meeting  was ; 
—and  it  is  material  to  observe,  that  Bond’s  name 
was  not  found  entered  in  the  list  of  the  perso?is 
who  made  returfis,  and  attended  the  meeting 
Bond  has  been  resident  in  this  city  twenty  years; 
in  your  walks  of  .life,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
you  never  heard  any  tiling  to  his  prejudice,  be- 
fore tins  charge.-— I know  my  duty  to  my  client, 
and  must  tell  you,  if  you  have  had  prejudices,  I 
know  you  will  discard  them;  I am' not  paying 
y^ou  any  compliment,  I have  spoken  under  the 
feelings  of  an  Irishman,  during  the  course  of  these 
trials  ; I have  endeavoured  to  speak  to  your  un- 
derstandings, I have  not  ventured  to  entreat  you, 
on  behalf  of  my  client,  because  I am  sure  you 
w ill  give  your  justice,  and  your  merits  free  ope- 
ration, in  your' minds  and  consciences  at  this 
trial.  I am  sure  you  will  try  the  cause  fairly^  and 
' admit  every  circumstance  into  your  reflections;  in 
a case  between  the  crown  and  the  prisoner,  I have 
not  ventured  to  address  you  on  the  public  feelings, 
at  this  important  crisis  ; you  will  preserve  the 
subject  for  the  sake  of  the  law,  and  preserve  the 
law  for  the  sake  of  the  crown.  You  are  to  decide 
by  your  sober  and  deliberate  understandings,  and 
liold  the  balances  equal  between  the  crown  and 
the  subject,  for  you  are  called  upon  to  pronounce 
your  sentence  of  condemnation  or  acquittal  of 
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the  prisoner  at  the  bar.— If  you  should  be  mista- 
ken in  your  verdict,  it  cannot  shake  the  safety 
of  the  state  ; you  are  called  upon,  with  the 
less  anxiety,  because  whichever  way  your  ver- 
dict may  be,  you  are  not  to  be  told,  remem- 
ber the  safety  of  your  king,  or  your  own  safety, 
you  are  to  have  in  recollection  your  solemn  oath, 
to  decide  according  to  the  evidence,  and  give 
such  a verdict,  as  may  always  be  satisfactory 
to  your  consciences,  at  the  last  moment  of  your 
existence.  The  court  will  tell  you,  it  is  your 
province  to  decide  on  matter  of  fact,  and  as  to 
opinion  on  matter  of  law,  the  court  will  explain 
that  to  you.  Your  verdict  can  never  die.  As 
to  my  opinions  of  the  law,  whatever  the}'  may 
be,  I shall  never  have  an  opportunity  of  uttering 
to  you  again  ; your  verdict  will  stamp  infamy 
on  the  prisoner,  or  support  the  throne  of  the 
law ; I need  not  remind  you  that  the  present  mo- 
ment is  awful.— -My  friends,  if  you  suffer  your 
consciences  to  be  influenced,  to  be  degraded, 
into  opinions  of  the  consequences  of  your  ver- 
dict ; you  are  bound  to  decide  by  the  evidences, 
the  glorious  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  I ! 1 If  mar- 
tial law  must  cut  the  throat  of  brotherly  affection, 
the  necessity  of  it  will  cease,  for  verdicts  of  ho- 
nest jurors  will  restore  your  couutry  to  peace 
and  tranquillity;  and  the  liberties  of  your  coun- 
try w ill  by  that  means  be  secured ; the  supreme 
government  of  a nation  be  protected  and  support- 
ed w'hatever  the  form  of  that  government  may  be : 
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let  me  however  ask,  is  there  no  species  of  iaw 
to  be  resorted  to  but  terror  ? let  me  observe  to 
you,  that  the  moral  law  is  destroyed,  when  it  is 
stained  with  the  effusion  of  blood,* and  it  isnuu  h 
to  be  regretted-,  when  the  terrors  of  the  criminal 
law  are  obliged  to  be  resorted  to,  to  enforce  ol)e- 
dience  to  the  common  law  of  the  land,  by  tlie 
people,  for  the  sword  may  cover  tlie  land  willi 
millions  of  deluded  men  — Is  it  become  neoes- 
sary  to  hurl  destruction  round  the  land,  till  it 
shivers  into  a thousand  pari  ides,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  moral  law,  and  all  moral  obligations? 
—-By  the  common  law  of  tlie  land,  no  sul)ject 
is  to  be  deprived  of  life,  but  by  a trial  by  his 
fellow  subjects;  but  in  times  when  a rebellion  pre- 
vails in  any  country,  many  suffer  without  the  sem- 
blance of  atrial  by  their  equals.  From  the  ear- 
liest period  of  history  down  to  the  present  time, 
there  have  been  seen  in  some  parts  of  the  earth 
instances  where  jurors  have  done  little  more  than 
record  tlie  opinions  given  by  them  to  the  then 
j udges,  but  it  is  the  last  scene  of  departing  liberty. 
I have  read  tliat,  in  the  period  of  the  rebellion, 
in  the  last  century  in  England,  tliat  jurors  on  tri- 
als, by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  liave  been 
swayed  in  their  determination  by  the  unsupported 
evidence  of  an  infonner,  and  after — times  Iiave 
proved  their  verdict  was  ill  ibiinded,  and  theinno- 
cency  of  the  convicted  persons  had  afterwards 
appeared  ; trials  on  charges  ol  high  treason  are 
ni'  the  utmost  moment  to  the  country,  not  merely 
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with  respect  to  any  individual,  but  of  the  import-, 
ance  it  is  to  the  public  that  they  should  know  the 
blessings  of  trial  by  jury,  and  that  the  Jurors 
will  solely  determine  on  their  verdict  by  the  evi- 
dences, and  maturely  weigh  the  credit  of  thezoit- 
nesses  against  aii}^  prisoner.— -Some  of  these  trials 
of  late  date  some  of  you  have  been  present  at, 
and  you  know^  that  the  object  of  the  court  and 
the  jurors  are  to  investigate  the  truth  from 
the  evidences  produced,  and  thejurors  are  swmni 
to  decide,  and  to  bring  in  a true  verdict  accord- 
ing to  the  evideimes.  One  witness  has  been  ex- 
amined on  this  trial,  which  I think  does  not  de- 
serve credit,  bat  it  is  you  who  are  the  sole  judges 
whom  you  will  give  credit  to  ; hut  though  you 
know  tliis  witness  has  given  evidence  on  two 
former  trials,  and  though  tlie  then  jury  did  give 
credit  to  his  testimony,  yet  you  are  not  to  deter- 
mine on  your  verdict  on  the  faith  or  precedent  of 
any  former  jurors,  hutjmuare  to  be  solely  guid- 
ed by  your  own  consciences;  and  you  will  ob- 
serve we  have  had  here  two  more  w itnesses  to  im- 
peach the  character  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  that  were 
not  produced  on  the  former  trials;  and  you  wall 
no  doubt,  throu' out  of  your  minds  whatever  did 
not  come  tliis  day  before  you  in  evidence*,  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution;  and  which  will  come 
before  you  on  part  of  the  [iriboner’s  defence. 
You  v\ill  find  your  verdict  flowing  from  con- 
scious inlegrityj  and  from  the  feelings  of  ho- 
nourable minds ; notwitfislaridiug  the  evidence 
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of  the  witness,  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  has  been  ex- 
amined upon  the  table,  and  whose  testimony 
I need  not  repeat  to  you,  perhaps  you  may  be 
inclined  to  think,  he  is  a perjured  witness,  per- 
haps you  will  not  believe  the  story  he  has  told 
against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  of  his  own 
turpitude  : you  w’ill  do  well  to  consider  it  was 
through  a perjured  witness,  that  a Russel  and  a 
Sidney  were  convicted  in  the  reign  of  James  II. 
—*lf  juries  are  not  circumspect  to  determine  onl\) 
by  the  evidences  adduced  before  them,  and  not 
from  any  extraneous  matter,  nor  from  the  slight- 
^t  breath  of  prejudice,  then  what  will  become  of 
our  boasted  trial  by  jury;  then  what  will  become 
of  our  boasted  constitution  of  Ireland  ? When 
formerjurors decided  contrary  to  evidence,  it  cre- 
ated great  elfusion  of  blood  in  former  times.  Let 
me  ask,  wdll  you,  gentlemen,  give  a verdict 
through  infirmity  of  body,  or  through  misrepre- 
sentations, or  through  ignorance  ? you  by  your 
verdict,  will  give  an  answer  to  this.— Gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  you  will  weigh  in  your  minds,  that 
many  inhuman  executions  did  take  place  in  form- 
er times;  though  the  then  accused  underw  ent  the 
solemnity  of  a trial,  the  verdicts  of  those  jurors 
are  notin  a state  of  annihilation,  for  they  remain 
on  the  page  of  history,  as  a beacon  to  future  ju- 
rors; the  judges  hc{o\' e n'hom  the  then  accused 
were  tried,  have  long  since  paid  the  debt  of  na- 
ture; they  cannot  now  becalled  to  account,  why 
they  shrunk  from  their  duty— -I  call  upon  you, 
gciitlemen  of  the  jury,  to  be  firm  in  the  exercise 
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of  the  solemn  duty  you  are  now  engaged  in ; 
should  you  be  of  opinion  to  bring  in  a verdict  of 
condemnation  against  my  unfortunate  client;  for 
myself  I ought  to  care  nothing,  what  impressions 
may  actuate  your  minds  to  find  such  a verdict; 
it  little  regardeth  me,  but  it  much  rcgardeth  you, 
to  consider  what  kind  of  men  you  condemn  to 
die;  and,  before  you  write  their  bloody  sentence, 
consider  maturely  whether  the  charge  against  the 
prisoner  is  fully  proved.  If  you  should  on  the 
evidences  you  have  heard  condemn  the  prisoner 
to  death,  and  afterwards  repent  it,  I shall  not  live 
among  you  to  trace  any  proof  of  your  future  re- 
pentance.— I said  I rose  to  tell  you  what  evi- 
dences we  had  to  produce  on  behalf  of  my  client, 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar;  we  shall  lay  evidence  be- 
fore you,  from  which  yon  can  infer,  that  the  wit^ 
ness  produced  this  day  was  a perjured  mau;  we 
have  only  to  shew  to  you,  as  honest  men,  that 
the  witness  is  not  deserving  of  credit  on  his  oath  ; 
W'e  have  nothing  more  to  offer  on  behalf  of  my 
client,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. — It  is  your  pro- 
vince to  deliberate  in  your  consciences  on  what 
evidence  you  have  heard,  and  whether  you  will 
believe  the  witness  you  have  heard,  or  his  oath  or 
not. — Let  me  aski  will  you,  upon  the  evidence 
you  have  heard,  take  away  the  life  of  a man  of 
this  kind,  as  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  from  his  wife 
and  from  his  little  cliildren  for  ever  r I told  you, 
I was  to  state  to  you  the  evidences  which  vve  had 
to  bring  forward  on  behalf  of  my  unfortunate 

client; 


320 


client ; I tell  you  it  is  to  discredit  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Reynolds  ; when  you  have  heard  our  evi- 
dences to  this  point,  I cannot  suppose  vou  w’ill 
give  your  verdict  to  doom  to  deatli  the  unhappy 
and  unrortunate  ])risoner  at  the  bar,  and  entail 
infamy  on  his  posterity.  We  will  also  produce 
respectable  witnesses  to  the  hitlier  unimpeached 
character  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  that  he  w as 
a man  of  fair  honest  charecter  ; you,  gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  have  yourselves  known  him  a num- 
ber of  3^ears  in  this  city ; let  me  ask  3'OU,  do 
not  know  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  has  ahvavs 
borne  the  character  of  a man  of  integrit}^  and  of 
honest  fame;  and,  gentlemen  of  the  jnr^^  I call 
U[)ou  you  to  answer  ray  question  by  your  verdict.' 
—I  feel  mvself  imprest  with  the  idea  in  my 
breast,  that  ^mu  will  givey  our  verdict  of  acquittal 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar;  and  that  by  3'our  ver- 
dict vou  will  declare  on  yonr  oaths,  that  vou  do 
not  believe  one  syllable  that  Air.  Reynolds  has 
told  you.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  put  in  one 
scale,  the  base,  the  attainted,  the  unfounded,  the 
perjured  witness  ; and  in  the  opposite  scale,  let 
me  advise  you  to  put  the  testimony  of  the  re- 
■ spectable  witnesses  produced  against  Mr,  Rey- 
nolds, and  the  witnesses  on  the  prisoner’s  hitherto 
unimpcachcd  character;  and  you  will  hold  the 
balances  with  justice,  tempered  with  mercy,  as 
your  consciences  in  future  will  approve.— Let  me 
depart  from  the  scene  of  beholding  human  riii- 
•sory,  should  the  life  of  my  client  your  verdict 
be  forfeited  ; should  he  live  by  your  verdict  of 
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acquittal,  he  would  rank  as  the  kindest  father, 
and  protector  of  his  little  children,  as  the  best  of 
husbands,  and  of  friends,  and  ever  maintain  that 
irreproachable  character,  he  has  hitherto  sus- 
tained in  private  life. — Should  our  witnesses  not 
exculpate  the  prisoner  from  the  crimes  charged 
on  him,  to  the  extent  as  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment, I pray  to  God  to  give  you  the  judgment 
and  understanding  to  acquit  him.  Do  not  ima- 
gine 1 have  made  use  of  any  arguments  to  mis- 
lead your  consciences,  or  to  distress  your  feel- 
ings: no — but  if  you  conceive  a doubt  in  your 
minds,  that  the  prisoner  is  innocent  of  the  crime 
of  high  treason,  I pray  to  God  to  give  you  firm- 
ness of  mind  to  acquit  him.  I now  leave  you, 
.gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  the  free  exercise  of 
your  own  judgments  in  the  verdict  you  may  give. 
—I  have  not,  by  way  of  supplication,  addressed 
'you  in  argument;  I do  not  wish  to  distress  your 
feelings  from  supplications ; it  would  be  most  un- 
befitting to  your  candour  and  understanding;— 
you  are  bound  by  your  oaths  to  find  a true  ver- 
dict according  to  the  evidence  ; and  you  do  not 
deserve  the  station  of  jurors,  the  constitution  has 
placed  you  in,  if  you  do  not  discharge  the  trust 
the  constitution  has  vested  in  you,  to  give  your 
verdict  freely  and  iudilferently,  according  to 
your  consciences. 

fMr,  Bond  was  found  guilti/y 
T t 


SPEECH 


SPEECH 


JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Esq. 
INDEFENCE 

OP 

LADY  PAMELA  FITZGERALD: 

and  ■ _ 

HER  INFANT  CHILDREN, 

AT  THE 

BAR  OF  THE  -HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 
IN  IRELAND.  ^ 


X-.01 


'RD  EDWARD  FITZGERALD  having 
died  in  prison  before  trial  of  the  wound  he  re- 
ceived in  resisting  the  person  who  apprehended 
him,  a bill  was  brought  into  parliament  to  at- 
taint him  after  his  death.  Mr.  Curran  was  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  commons  against  the 
bill,  as  counsel  for  the  widow  and  infant  chil- 
dren of  that  nobleman,  the  eldest  of  whom  was. 
only  four  years  old,)  on  Avhich  occasion  Mr. 
Curran  delivered  the  following  speech. 

Mr 
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MR.  CURRAN 

Mr  Curran  said,  he  rose  in  support  of  a peti- 
tion presented  onbehalf  of  lord  Henry  FitzGerald 
brother  of  the  deceased  lord  Edward  FitzGerald, 
of  Pamela,  his  widow,  Edward,  his  onl\^  son  and 
heir,  an  infant  of  the  age  of  four  years,  Pamela, 
his  eldest  daughter,  of  the  age  of  two  years,  and 
Lucy,  his  youngest  child,  of  the  age  of  three 
months,  against  the  bill  of  attainder  then  before 
the  committee.  The  bill  of  attainder  he  said,  had 
formed  thedivisionofthe subject  into  two  parts.  It 
asserted  the  fact  of  the  late  lord  Edward’s  treason, 
and,  secondly,  it  purported  to  attaint  him,  and  to 
vest  his  property  in  the  crown.  Fie  would  follow 
the  same  order.  As  to  the  first  bill,  he  could 
not  but  remark  upon  the  strange  looseiless  of  the 
allegation  : the  bill  stated  that  he  had,  during  his 
life,  and  since  the  first  of  November  last,  commit- 
ted several  acts  of  high  treason ; without  stating 
what,  or  when,  or  where,  or  with  whom : it  then 
affected  to  state  the  different  species  of  treason  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty,  namely,  conspiring  to 
levy  war,  and  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  ene* 
inies  of  the  king  to  invade  the  country ; the 
latter  allegation  was  not  attempted  to  be  proved  ! 
the  conspiring,  without  actually  levying  war, 
was  clearly  no  high  treason,  and  had  been  re- 
peatedly so  determined.  Upon  this  previous 
and  important  question,  namely  the  guilt  of 
lord  Edward,  (and  without  the  full  proof  of 
T t 2 which 


^hich  no  punishment  can  be  just)  he  had  been 
asked  bj  the  committee,  if  he  had  any  defence  to 
go  into?  he  was  confounded  by  a question  which 
he  could  not  answer;  but  upon  a very  little  reflec- 
tion, he  saw  in  that  very  confusion  the  most 
conclusive  proof  of  the  injustice  of  the  bill.  For 
what,  he  said,  can  be  more  flagrantly  unjust,  than 
to  enquire  into  a fact,  of  the  truth  or  talsehood 
of  which,  no  human  being  can  have  knowledge, 
save  the  informer  who  comes  forward  to  assert  it. 
Sir,  said  he,  I now  answer  the  question.  1 have  no 
defensive  evidence ! I have  no  cas<^. ! it  is  impossi- 
ble I should, — Ihaveoftenof  late  gone  to  thedunr 
gcon  of  the  captive;  but  never  have  I gone  to  the 
grave  of  the  dead  to  receive  instructions  for  liis 
defence — nor  in  truth  have  I ever  before  been  at 
the  trial  of  a dead  man  ? I oiler  therefore  no  evi- 
dence upon  this  enquiry  ; against  the  perilous 
example  of  which,  I do  protest  on  behalf  of  the 
public^  and  against  thec/'Wc/Zj/ and  injustice  of  which 
I do  protest  in  the  name  of  the  dead  father,  whose 
‘7fiemor})\^  SOUGHT  to  be  dishonoured,  and  of  his  m- 
fant  orphans,  whose  bread  is  SOUGHT  to  be  taken 
away.  Some  observations,  and  but  a few,  upon  the 
assertions  of  Reynolds,  I will  make.  (Mr.  Curran 
then  observed  upon  the  credit  of  Reynolds  by  his 
own  confession.)  1 do  verily  believe  him  in  that 
instance,  even  though  I have  heard  him  assert  it 
upon  his  oath,  by  hisown  confession,  an  informer 
and  a bribed  informer  ; — a man  whom  even  res- 
pectable \Yitnesses  had  sworn  in  a court  of  justice 
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upon  their  oaths  not  to  be  credible  on  his  oath;— a 
man  upon  whose  singletestimony  no  jury  ever  did, 
nor  ever  ought,  to  pronounce  a verdict  of  guilty;— 
a kind  of  man  to  whom  the  law  resorts  with  abhor^ 
7T72C<fand  from  necessity,in  order  to  set  the  criminal 
against  the  crime,  but  who  is  made  use  of  by  the 
law  upon  the  same  reason  that  the  most  noxious  poi- 
sons are  resorted  to  in  medecine.  If  such  the  man, 
look  for  a moment  at  his  story  ; he  coniines  him- 
self to  mere  conversation  only,  with  a dead  man. 
He  ventures  not  to  introduce  any  third  person, 
living  or  even  dead  ! he  ventures  to  state  no  act 
whatever  done,  he  wdshes  indeed  to  asperse  tiie 
conduct  of  lady  Edward  Fitz-Gerald,  but  he 'well 
kne^v,  that,  even  were  she  in  the  country,  she 
could  not  be  adduced  as  a witness  to  disprove  him. 

See  therefore  if  there  be  any  one  assertion  to 
■w'hich  credit  can  be  given,  except  this,  that  he 
has  sworn,  and  forsworn,  that  he  is  a traitor, 
that  he  has  received  five  hundred  guineas  to  be 
an  informer,  and  that  his  general  reputation  is 
to  be  utterly  unworthy  of  credit. 

As  to  the  papers,  it  w^as  sufficient  to  say,  that 
no  one  of  them,  nor  even  all  of  them,  w ereeven  as- 
serted to  contain  any  positive  proof  against  lord 
Edward ; that  the  utmost  that  could  be  deduced 
from  them  was  nothing  more  than  doubt  or  con- 
jecture, which,  had  lord  Edward  been  living, 
might  have  been  easily  explained,  to  explain 
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‘which  was  now  impossible,  and  upon  which  to 
found  a sentence  of  guilt  would  be  contrary  to 
every  rule  of  justice  or  humanity. 

He  would  therefore  pass  to  the  second  question 
'Was  this  bill  of  attainderw’arrantedby  theprinci- 
pies  of  reason?  the  principles  of  forfeiture  in  the 
law  of  treason?  or  the  usage  of  parliament  in  bills 
of  attainder?  The  subject  was  of  necessity  very 
iong,  it  had  nothing  to  attract  attention,  butniiich 
io  repel  it.  But  he  trusted  that  the  anxiety  of  the 
comm  i ttee  forj  usti  ce,not  w i thstandi  ng  any  d ul  ness 
either  in  the  subject  or  in  the  speaker,  \yould  se- 
cure to  him  their  attention.  Mr.  Curran  then 
went  into  a minute  detail  of  the  principles  of  tlie 
law  of  forfeiture  for  high  treason.  The  laws  of 
f he  Persians,  and  Macedonians,  extended  the  pu- 
nishment of  the  traitor  to  the  extinction  of  all  bis' 
kindred.  That  law  subjected  the  property  and 
life  of  every  man  to  the  most  complicated  despo- 
tism, because  the  loyalty  of  every  individual  of  his 
kindred  was  a matter  of  wild  caprice,  as  the  will 
of  the  most  arbitrary  despot  could  be. 

This  principle  was  never  adopted  in  any  period 
of  our  law  : at  the  earliest  times  of  the  Saxons, 
tl>e  law  of  treason  acted  directly  only  on  the  per- 
, son  of  the  criminal,  it  took  away  from  him  what 
lie  actually  had  to  forfeit — his  life  and  property. 
But  as  to  his  children,  the  law  disclaimed  to  affect 
them  directly;  they  suffered,  but  they  suffered  by 
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a necessary  consequence  of  their  father’s  puhisfiv- 
ment,  which  the  law  could  not  prevent  and  never 
directly  intended.  It  took  away  the  inheritance, 
because  the  criminal,  at  the  time  of  taking  it 
away,  had  absolute  dominion  over  it,  and  might 
himself  have  conveyed  it  away  from  his  family. 
This,  he  said,  was  proved  by  the  instances  of  ad* 
ditional  fees,  at  the  comm^wi  law,  and  estates  tail 
since  the  statute  de  Donis,  In  the  former  case,  the 
tenant  did  not  forfeit,  until  he  had  acquired  ai\ 
absolute  dominion  over  the  estate  by  the  perform* 
mice  of  the  condition.  Neither  in  the  latter  case 
was  the  estate  tail  made  forfeitable,  until  the  ten* 
ant  in  tail  had  become  enabled  in  two  ways  to  ob- 
tain the  absolute  dominion  3 bya  common  recovery 
or  by  a fine.  Until  then  the  issue  in  tail,  though, 
not  only  the  children  of  the  tenant,  but  taking 
from  him  his  estate  by  descent,  could  not  be  dis- 
inherited by  his  crime.  A decisive  proof,  that 
even  the  early  law  of  treason  never  intended  to  ex- 
tend the  punishment  of  the  traitor  to  his  children 
as  such^  but  even  this  direct  punishment  upon  the 
traitor  himself  w^as  to  take  elleet  only  upon  a con- 
dition suggestedby  theunalterable  rules  of  natural- 
justice,  namely,  ajudgmentfounded  upon  convic- 
tion, against  which  he  might  have  made  his  de- 
fence, or  upon  an  outlawry,  where  he  refused  to 
abide  his  trial.  In  that  case  he  was  punished,  be- 
cause during  his  life  the  fact  was  triable,  because 
during  his  life  the  punishment  could  act  directly 
upon  his  person  ^ because  during  his  life  the  es- 
tate was  his  to  courev;  and  therefore  his  tq  forfeit. 
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But  if  he  died  without  attaiuder,  a fair  trial 
was  impossible,  because  a fair  defence  was  im- 
possible ; a direct  punisliment  upon  his  person 
was  impossible,  because  lie  could  not  feel  it ; and 
a confiscation  of  his  estate  was  equally  impos- 
sible, because  it  was  then  no  longer  his,  but  w^as 
then  vested  in  his  heir,  to  whom  it  belonged  by 
a title  as  good  as  tiuit  by  which  it  had  ever  be- 
longed to  him  in  his  life  time,  namely,  the 
known  law  of  the  country. 

As  to  a posthumous  forfeiture  of  lands,  that  ap- 
])ears  to  have  been  attempted  by  inquest  after 
death.  But  so  early  as  the  eighth  of  Edward  the 
Sd.  the  legality  of  such  presentments  was  disal- 
lowed by  the  judges.  And  there  is  no  lawyer  at 
this  day  who  can  venture  to  deny,  that  since  the 
twenty-fifth  and  thirty-fourth  of  Edward  the  third 
no  estate  of  inheritance  can  regularly  be  forfeited 
save  by  attainder  in  the  life  of  tlie  party,  there- 
fore the  law  of  the  country  being,  that  unless  the 
descent  was  interrupted  In^  an  actual  attainder  in 
-the  life  time  of  the  criminal,  it  became  vested  in 
the  heir.  The  moment  it  did  descend,  the  heir 
became  seized  by  a title  the  most  favoured  in  law. 
lie  might  perhaps  have  been  considered  as  a pur- 
chaser for  the  most  valuable  consideration,  his 
mother’s  marriage,  of  wliicli  he  wasthe  issue.  Why 
there  was  posthumous  attainder  excluded  from 
the  protective  law  of  treason  ? Why  has  it  never 
since  been  enacted  by  a prospective  law  ? clearly 
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for  this  reason ! that  in  its  own  nature  it  is  inhu- 
man, impolitic,  and  unjust. 

But  it  is  said  this  may  be  done  by  a bill  of  at- 
tainder; that  the  parliament  is  omnipotent  and 
therefore  may  do  it ; and  that  it  is  a proceeding 
familiar  to  our  constitution.  As  to  the  first,  it 
could  not  bfe  denied  that  the  parliament  was  in 
the  power  of  the  country ; but  an  argument  from 
the  existence  of  a power  to  the  exercise  of  it  in 
any  particular  instance,  is  ridiculous  and  absurd. 
From  such  an  argument  it  would  follow,  that  it 
must  do  whatever  it  is  able  to  do;  and  that  it 
must  be  stripped  of  the  best  of  all  power,  the 
power  of  abstaining  from  what  is  wTong. 

Mr.  Curran  then  endeavoured  to  shew  that 
such  a bill  ought  not  to  pass:  first,  because  every  - 
argument  against  the  justice  or  the  policy  of  a 
prospective,  was  tenfold  strong  against  a retro- 
spective law.  Because  every  ex  post  facto  law 
was  in  itself  an  exercise  of  despotical power;  that 
when  it  altered  the  law  of  property  it  was  pecu- 
liarly dangerous  ; that  when  it  punished  the  in- 
nocent for  the  guilty  it  was  peculiarly  unjust : 
that  when  it  affected  to  do  that  which  the  crimi-  v 
iial,  as  it  then  stood,  could  not  do,  it  acted  pecu- 
liarly against  thespirit  of  the  constitution:  which 
was  to  contract  and  restrain  penal  law  by  the 
strictest  construction,  and  not  to  add  to  it  by  vin- 
dictive innovation.  But,  he  said,  he  was  war- 
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ranted  to  go  much  farther  upon  the  authority  of 
the  British  legislature  itself,  and  to  say,  that  the 
principle  of  forfeiture,  even  in  the  prospective 
law,  was  altogether  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the 

British  constitution.  * 

-1  . 

The  statutes  of  Anne  and  of  George  the  se- 
cond have  declared,  that  after  the  death  of  the 
Pretender  and  of  his  sons,  nonsuch  forfeiture 
ought  nor  should  exist.  In  favour  of  that  high 
authority,  every  philosophical  and  theoretic  yri- 
I'er,  baron  Montesquieu,  the  marquis  Beccaria, 
and  many  others  might  be  cited.  Against  it, 'no 
one  writer  of  credit  or  character,  that  had  come  to 
his  hands.  Of  the  late  Mr.  Yorke  he  did  not  mean 
to  speak  with  disrespect ; he  was  certainly  a man 
of  learning  and  genius  ; but  it  must  be  observed, 
lie -wrote  for  a party  and  for  a purpose;  he  wrote 
against  the  repeal  of  the.  law  of  forfeiture  more 
than  for  its  principle ; of  that  principle  he  ex- 
pressly declines  entering  into  a direct  defence. 
But  for  the  extending  that  principle  farther  than 
it  is  already  law,  the  slightest  insinuation  caii- 
npt  be  found  in  his  treatise. 

But,  said  Mr.  Curran,  it  is  asserted  to  be  the 
usage  of  the  constitution  in  both  countries.  Of 
bills  of  attainder,  he  said,  the  instances  were  cer- 
tainly many,  and  most  numerous  in  the  worst 
times,  and  rising  above  each  other  in  violence  and 
injustice.  The  most  tolerable  of  them  was  that 
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which  attainted  the  man  who  fled  from  justice, 
which  gave  him  a day  to  appear,  had  he  chosen 
to  do  so,  and  operated  as  a legislative  outlawry. 
That  kind  of  act  had  been  passed,  though  but 
rarely,  within  the  present  century.  There  have 
been  many  acts  of  attainder  wdien  the  party 
was  willing  but  not  permitted  to  appear  and 
take  his  trial.  In  these  two  kinds  of  bills  of 
attainder,  however,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
they  do  not  any  violence  to  the  common  law,  by 
the  declaring  of  a new  crime  or  a new  punish- 
ment, but  only  by  creating  a new  jurisdiction,  ' 
and  a new  order  of  proceeding.  Of  the  second 
kind  that  has  been  mentioned,  many  instances 
/ are  to  be  found  in  the  violent  reigns  of  the  Plan- 
tagenets  and  the  Tudors,  and  many  of  them  re- 
vised by  the  wisdom  of  cooler  and  juster  times. 

Of  such  unhappy  monuments  of  human  frailty, 
lord  Coke  said,  auferatoblivioy  sinon  silentium  tegat.^ 

1 BEG  leave,  said  Mr.  Curran,  to  differ  in  that 
from  the  learned  judge:  I say,  let  the  record 
upon  which  the  are  written  be  indelible  and  im- 
mortal : I say,  let  the  memory  that  preserves 
them  have  a thousand  tongues  to  tell  them  \ and 
M’hen  justice,  even  late  and  slow,  shall  have  rob- 
bed their  fellow  principle  of  life,  let  them  be  in- 
terred in  a monument  of  negative  instruction  to 
posterity  for  ever. 

A THIRD  kind  of  bill  of  attainder  might  be 
found,  which  for  the  first  time  declared  tlie  law, 
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and  attainted  the  criminal  upon  it ; such  was  th^ 
attainder  of  Strafford.  A fourth,  which  did  not 
change  the  law  as  to  the  crime,  but  as  to  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  it  was  to  be  proved ; such  was 
the  attainder  of  sir  John  Fenwick.  Of  these  two 
last  species  of  attainder,  no  lawyer  has  ever 
spoken  with  respect ; they  were  the  cruel  effect 
of  the  rancour  and  injustice  of  party  spirit,  nor 
could  any  thing  be  said  in  their  excuse,  except 
that  they  were  made  for  the  direct  punishment 
of  the  actual  criminals,  and  whilst  they  were  yet 
living.  The  only  other  attainder  that  remainded 
possible  to  be  added  to  this  catalogue,  was  that 
of  a bill  like  the  present,  which  affects  to  try  af- 
ter the  party’s  death,  when  trial  is  impossible  ; 
to  punish  guilt  when  punishment  was  impossi- 
ble ; to  inflict  punishment  where  crime  is  not 
even  pretended. 

To  change  the  settled  law  of  property,  to  con- 
fiscate the  widow’s  pittance  ! to  plunder  the  or- 
phan’s cradle  ! and  to  violate  the  religion  of  the 
dead  man’s  grave  ! For  this  too  there  was  a pre- 
cedent ; but  for  the  honour  of  humanity  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  an  hundred  and  for  years  had 
elapsed  in  which  that  precedent  had  not  been 
though  worthy  of  imitation  in  Great  Britain:— 
he  meant,  he  said,  the  attainder  of  the  regicides; 
upon  the  restoration  four  of  them  were  included 
in  that  bill  of  attainder,  which  was  passed  after 
their  death 
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Mr.  Curran  then  adverted  pretty  much  at 
large  upon  the  circumstances  of  that  period.  A 
king  restored,  and  by  his  nature  disposed  to  mer- 
cy ; a ministry  of  uncommon  wisdom,  feeling 
that  the  salvation  of  the  state  could  be  secured 
only  by  mildness  and  conciliation  ; a bigoted, 
irritated,  and  interested  faction  in  parliament; 
the  public  mind  in  the  highest  state  of  divi- 
sion and  agitation.  For  what  then  is  that  act 
of  attainder  resorted  to  as  a precedent?  surely  it 
cannot  be  as  a precedent  of  that  servile  paroxysm 
of  simulated  loyalty  with  which  the  same  men, 
who  a few  davs  before  had  shouted  after  the 
'wheels  of  the  good  protector,  now  raked  into  the 
grave  of  the  traitorous  usurper,  and  dragged  his 
wretched  carcass  through  the  streets ; that  servile 
and  simulated  loyalty,  which  affected  to  bow^  in 
obsequious  admiration  of  the  salutary  lenity 
'W'hich  their  vindictive  folly  was  labouring  to 
frustrate ; that  servile  and  interested  hypocrisy, 
which  gave  a hollow  and  faithless  support  to  the 
power  of  the  monarch,  utterly  regardless  alike 
of  his  character  or  his  safety. 

That  the  example  which  this  act  of  attainder 
held  forth  was  never  respected,  appears  from  this 
that  it  never  has  been  followed  in  Great  Britain, 
although  that  country  has  since  that  time  been 
agitated  by  one  revolution,  and  vexed  by  two  re- 
bellions * 
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So  far  from  extending  forfeiture  or  attainder 
beyond  the  existing  law,  the  opinion  of  that  wise 
h,nd  reflecting  country  was  gradually  maturing 
into  a dislike  of  the  principle  altogether  : until  at 
last,  by  the  statutes  of  Anne  and  George  the  se- 
cond, she  declares,  that  no  forfeiture  or  attainder 
for  treason  should  prejudice  any  other  than  the 
actual  offender,  nor  work  any  injury  to  the  heir 
or  other  person,  after  the  death  of  a pretender  to 
the  throne.  Why,  said  Mr.  Curran,  has  Great 
Britain  thus  condemned  the  principle  of  forfei- 
ture?— because  she  felt  it  to  be  unjust,  and  be- 
cause she  found  it  to  be  ineflectual. 

Here  Mr.  Curran  went  into  many  reasons  to 
prove  the  impolicy  of  severe  penal  laws.  I'liey 
have  ever  been  found,  he  said,  more  to  exaspe- 
rate than  to  restrain  : when  the  infliction  is  be- 
yond the  crime,  the  horror  of  the  guilt  is  lost  in 
the  horror  of  the  punishment,  the  sufferer  be- 
comes an  object  of  commiseration,  and  the  in- 
justice of  the  state,  of  public  odium.  It  was 
well  observed,  that  in  England  the  highwayman 
never  murdered,  because  there  the  oftender  was 
not  condemned  to  torture!  but  in  France,  where 
the  offender  was  broken  on  the  wheel,  the  tra- 
veller seldom  or  never  escaped!  what  then  is  it 
in  England  that  sends  the  traveller  home  with 
with  life,  but  tlie  comparative  mildness  of  Eng- 
lish law  ? what  but  the  merciless  cruelty  of  the 
French  law,  that  gives  the  atrocious  aggravation 
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of  murder  to  robbery  ? the  multiplication  of  penal 
laws  lessens  the  value  of  life,  and  when  you  les- 
sen the  value  of  life,  you  lessen  the  fear  of  death. 

Look  to  the  history  of  England  upon  this  sub- 
ject with  respect  to  treason : notwithstanding  all 
its  formidable  array  of  death,  of  Saxon  forfeiture; 
and  of  feudal  corruption  of  blood,  in  what  coun- 
try do  you  read  of  more  treasons  or  of  more  re- 
bellions? and  why? — because  these  terrors  do  not 
restrain  the  traitor.  Beyond  all  other  delinquents 
he  is  likely  to  be  a person  of  that  ardent,  enthusi- 
astic and  intrepid  spirit,  that  is  roused  into  more 
decisive  and  desperate  daring  by  the  prospect  of 
peril. 


Mr.  Yorke  thinks  the  child  of  the  trailer,  ma}^ 
be  reclaimed  to  his  loyalty  by  the  restitution  of 
his  estate.  Mr.  Yorke  perhaps  might  have  rea- 
soned better  if  he  had  looked  to  the  still  greater 
likelihood  of  making  him  a deadly  enemy  to  the 
state,  by  the  deadly  ignominy  inflicted  on  his 
father,  and  by  the  loss  of  his  own  inheritance. 


How  keenly  did  Hannibal  pursue  his  vengeance 
which  he  had  sworn  against  Rome  ? how  much 
more  enthusiastically  would  he  have  pursued  his 
purpose,  had  that  oath  been  taken  upon  a father^)* 
grave  ? for  the  avenging  of  a father's  sutferingsl 
for  the  avenging  of  what  he  would  have  called  a 
father'?  wrongs ! 

If 
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If  I am  called  upon,  said  he,  to  give  more  rea,. 
sons,  why  this  precedent  has  not  been  for^more 
than  a century  and  a half  repeated,  I will  say,  thaf 
a bill  of  attainder  is  tlie  result  of  an  unnatural 
union  of  the  legislative  and  judicial  functions;  in 
which  the  judicial  has  no  law  to  restrain  it;  in 
which  the  legislative  has  no  rule  to  guide  it,  un- 
less passion  and  prejudicethat  which  reject  all  rule 
and  law,  can  be  called  rules  and  laws:  which  puts 
the  lives  and  properties  of  men  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  an  arbitrary  and  despotic  power. 

Such  were  the  acts  of  posthumous  attainder  in 
Ireland,  in  the  rdgn  of  the  arbitrary  Elizabeth, 
who  used  these  acts  as  a mere  mode  of  robbing  an 
Irish  subject  for  the  benefit  of  an  English  minion. 
Such  was  the  act  of  the  ninth  of  William  III. 
not  passed  for  the  same  odious  and  despicable 
purpose,  but  for  a purpose  equally  arbitrary  and 
unjust,  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  property 
of  the  country  from  persons  professing  one  re- 
ligion into  the  hands  of  those  professing  another, 
a purpose  manifested  and  avowed  by  the  re- 
markable clause  in  that  act,  which  saves  the  in- 
heritance to  the  heir  of  the  traitor,  provided  that 
heir  be  a protestant ! nor  so  brutally  tyrannical 
in  its  operation,  in  as  much,  as  it  gave  a right 
to  traverse  and  a trial  by  jury  to  every  person 
claiming  a right,  and  protected  the  rights  of  in- 
fants, until  they  should  be  of  an  age,  and  capa- 
ble to  assert  those  rights. 


There 


Teiere  were  yet,  Mr.  Curran  said,  other  rea- 
sons why  that  precedent  of  the  regicides  was  not 
followed  in  Great  Britain.  A government  that 
means  honestly  will  appeal  to  the  affection,  not 
to  the  fears  of  the  people.  A state  must  be  driven 
to  the  last  gasp,  when  it  is  driven  to  seek  protec- 
tion in  the  abandonment  of  the  law,  in  that  me- 
lancholy avowal  of  its  weakness  and  its  fear. 

Therefore  it  was  not  done  in  the  rebellion  of 
1715,  nor  in  that  of  1745.  He  had  hitherto,  he 
said,  abstained  from  adverting  to  the  late  transac- 
tions of  Ireland;  but  he  could  not  defraud  his 
clients  or  their  cause  of  so  pregnant  an  example. 
In  this  country  penal  laws  had  been  tried  beyond 
any  example  of  any  former  times : what  was  the 
event  ? the  race  between  penalty  and  crime  was 
continued,  each  growing  fiercer  in  the  conflict, 
until  the  penalty  could  go  no  further,  and  the 
fugitive  turned  upon  the  breathless  pursuer* 

From  what  a scene  of  wretchedness  and  horror 
have  we  escaped?  But,  said  he,  I do  not  wish 
to  annoy  you  by  the  stench  of  those  unbin'ied  and 
vnrotted  examples  of  the  havoc  and  the  impotence 
of  penal  law  pushed  to  its  extravagance.  I am 
more  pleased  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  hap- 
py consequences  of  temperate  conciliatory  go- 
vernment of  equal  law.  Compare  the  latter  with 
the  former,  and  let  your  wisdom  decide  between 
the  tempest  and  the  calm  ! 

X X 
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I KNOW  it  is  a delicate  subject,  but  let  me  pr(S 
same  to  suggest  what  must  be  the  impression  up- 
on this  grieved  and  anxious  country,  if  the  ri- 
gour of  the  parliament  shall  seem  at  war  with  the 
mildness  of  the  government,  if  the  people  shall 
have  refuge  in  the  mercy  of  the  crown  from  the 
rigour  of  iheir  own  representatives. 

But  if  at  the  same  moment  they  shall  see  the 
convicted  and  the  attainted  secured  in  their  lives 
and  in  their  i)roperty  by  the  wise  lenity  of  the 
crown,  while  theparlianiient  is  visiting  shame,  and 
sniseiy,  and  want,  upon  the  cradle  of  ike  unpro^ 
iected bifant ! who  could  not  have oflbnded. — But 
I will  not  follow  the  idea,  I will  not  see  the  inaus- 
picious omen  5 I pray  that  Heaven  may  avert  it. 

One  topic  more,  said  he,  you  w ill  permit  me  to 
add.  Every  act  of  the  sort  ought  to  have  a prac- 
tical morality  flowing  from  its  principle:  if  loy- 
alty and  justice  require  that  these  infants  should 
be  deprived  of  bread  ! must  it  not  be  a violation 
of  that  principle  to  give  them  food  or  shelter  ? 
must  not  every  loyal  and  just  man  whh  to  see 
them,  in  the  words  of  the  famous  Golden  Bull, 

“ always  poor  and  necessitous,  and  for  ever  ac-  . 
companied  by  the  infamy  of  their  father,  lan- 
guishing in  continued  indigence,  and  fmdingtheir 
punishment  in  living  and  their  relief  in  dying. 

iF  the  widowed  mother  should  carry  the  or- 
phan heir  of  her  unfortunute’liusband  to  the  gate 
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of  ally  mafi)  who  might  feel  himself  touched 
with  the  sad  vicissitudes  of*  human  affairs ; who 
might  feel  a compassionate  reverence  for  the  no- 
ble blood  that  flovved  in  his  veins;  nobler  than 
the  royalty  that  first  ennobled  it : that  like  a rich 
stream  rose  till  it  ran  and  hid  its  fountain.  If, 
remembering  the  many  noble  qualities  of  Ins  un- 
fortunate father,  his  heart  melted  over  the  cala- 
mities of  the  child,  if  his  heart  swelled,  if  his, 
eyes  overflowed,  if  his  too  precipitated  hand  was 
stretched  out  by  his  pity,  or  his  gratitude  to  the 
poor  excommunicated  sufferers,  how  could  he 
justify  the  rebel  tear^  or  the  traiteroiis  himianity  ? 

I SHALL  trespass  no  longer  upon  the  patience 
form  which  I am  grateful,— one  word  only,  and 
I have  done.  And  that  is,  once  more,  earnestly 
and  solemnly  to  conjure  you  to  reflect  that  the 
fact ; I mean  the  fact  of  guilt  or  innocence, 
(which  must  be  the  foundation  of  this  bill,)  is 
not  now,  after  the  death  of  the  party,  capable 
of  being  tried,  consistently  with  the  liberty  of  a 
free  people,  or  the  unalterable  rules  of  eternal 
j ustice. 

And  that  as  to  the  forfeiture  and  the  ignominy 
which  it  enacts,  that  only  can  be  punishment 
wliich  lights  upon  guilt,  and  that  can  be  only 
' V£}tgcanceyi\\\Q\\  breaks  upon  INNOCENCE  ! ! / 
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Mr.  JOHN  HEVEY,  pemntiff  ; 
CHARLES  HENRY  SIRR,  Esq.  defendaxi  . 

ox  AN 

ACTION  FOR  AN  ASSAULT 

' A N.O  ' ' , 

• FALSE  IMPRISONMENT.  ' 

COURT  OF  KING’S  BENCH, 

On  Monday,  May  17th,  1802. 

Mk.  CURRAN' 

TT HEN  stated  the  case  for  the  plaintifT,  in  sub- 
stance  nearly  to  the  following  elTect : 

He  began  by  telling  the  jury,  it  was  the  most 
extraordinary  action  he  had  ever  met  with.  Jt 
must  liave  proceeded  from  the  most  unexampled 
impudence  in  the  plaintiff,  if  he  has  brought  it 
wantonly;  or  the  most  unparalleled  miscreancy 
in  the  defendant,  if  it  shall  appear  supported  by 
proof.  And  the  event  must  stamp  the  most  con- 
dign 


dign  and  indelible  disgrace  on  the  guilty  defen* 
dant,  unless  an  unworthy  verdict  should  shift  the 
scandal  upon  another  quarter.  On  the  record  the 
action,  he  said,  appeared  short  and  simple;  it  was 
an  action  of  trespass,  vi  et  armisy  for  an  assault, 
battery,  and  false  imprisonment.  But  the  facts 
that  led  to  it,  that  explain  its  nature,  and  its 
enormity,  and  of  course  tliat  should  measure  the 
damages,  were  neither  short  nor  simple;  the  no- 
velty of  them  might  surprise,  the  atrocity  must 
shock  their  feelings,  if  they  had  feelings  to  be 
shocked but,  he  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  address 
himself  to  any  of  their  proud  feelings  of  liberty; 
the  season  for  that  was  past.  There  was  indeed, 
he  said;  a time  when,  in  addressing  a jury  upon 
very  inferior  violations  of  human  rights,  he  had 
felt  his  bosom  glow  and  swell  with  the  noble  and 
elevating  consciousness  of  being  afree-man,speak- 
ing  to  free-men,  and  in  a free  country;  where,  if 
be  was  not  able  to  communicate  the  generous 
flame  to  their  bosoms,  he  was  not  at  least  so  cold 
as  not  to  catch  it  from  them.  But  that  was  a 
sympathy,  which  he  was  not  now  sofoolishas  to 
affect  either  to  inspire  or  to  participate.  He 
would  not  insult  tliem  by  the  bitter  mockery  of 
such  an  affectation  ; buried  as  they  were,  he  did 
not  wish  to  conjure  up  the  shades  of  departed 
freedom  to  flutter  round  their  tomb,  to  haunt  or 
to  reproach  them.  Where  freedom  is  no  more,  it 
is  a mischievous  profanation  to  use  her  language ; 
because  it  tends  to  deceive  tiie  man  who  is  no 
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longer  free,  tipdn  the  most  important  of  all  . 
'points,  that  is,  tlie  nature  of  the  situation  to 
which  lie  is  retluced  ; and  to  make  him  confound 
the  licentiousness  of  words  with  the  real  posses- 
sion of  freedom.  He  meant  not  therefore,  he 
said,  to  call  for  a haiigiity  verdict,  that  might 
Yminble  tin;  insolence  of  oppression,  or  assert  the 
fancied  rights  of  independence.  Far  from  it ; he 
onlv  asked  for  such  a verdict,  as  might  make 
tome  reparation  for  the  most  extreme  and  unme- 
rited sudbring,  and  might  also  tend  to  some  pro^ 
bable  mitigation  of  the  public  and  general  destiim 
For  this  purpose,  he  said  he  must  carry  back  their 
attention  to  the  melancholy  period  of  1793.  It  was 
at  that  sad  crisis,  that  the  defendant,  from  an  ob- 
scure individual,  started  into  notice  and  conse- 
quence. It  is  in  the  hot-bed  of  public  calamity, 
that  siich  portentous  and  inauspicious  products 
are  accelerated  without  being  matured.  From  be- 
ing a town-major,  a name  scarcely  legible  in  tlie 
list  of  public  incumbrances,  he  became  at  once 
invested  with  all  the  real  powers  of  the  most  ab- 
solute authority.  The  life  and  the  liberty  of  every 
man  seemed  tx)  be  given  up  to  his  disposal.  With 
tliisgenlleman’sextraordinary  elevation  began  the 
story  of  the  sufferings  and  ruin  of  the  plaintiff. 

1 1 seems,  a man  of  the  name  of  M’Guire  was  pro- 
secuted for  some  oilbnee  against  the  state.  Mr. 

1 levcy,  the  plaintilT,  by  accident  was  in  court; 
he  was  tlien  a citizen  of  wealth  and  credit,  a ’ ‘ 
brewer  in  the  first  line  of  that  business.  Unfortu-* 
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tiately  for  him,  he  had  heretofore  employed  this 
ivitness  for  the  prosecution,  and  found  him  a man 
of  infamous  character.  U nfortunately  for  himself 
he  mentioned  this  circumstance  in  court.  'The 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  insisted  on  his  being 
ga^orii;  he  was  so.  Thejury  were  convinced,  thaB 
no  credit  was  due  to  the  witness  for  the  crown  $ 
and  the  prisoner  was  accordingly  acquitted.  In  a 
day  or  two  after.  Major  Sirr  met  the  plaintifl’  in 
the  street,  asked  how  he  dared  to  interfere  in  hi^^ 
business?  and  swore  by  God  he  would  teach  hirr> 
jiow  to  meddle  with  “ his  people.’*  Gentlemen, 
said  Mr.  Curran,  there  are  two  sorts  of  prophets, 
one  that  derives  its  source  from  real  or  fancied 
inspiration,  and  who  are  sometimes  mistaken. 
But  there  is  another  class,  who  propliecy  what 
tliey  are  determined  to  bring  about  themselves. 
Of  this  second,  and  bv  far  the  most  authentic- 
class,  was  the  major;  for  heaven  you  see  has  no 
monopoly  of  prediction.  On  the  following  even- 
ing, poor  Hevey  was  dogged  in  the  dark  into  som<^ 
lonely  alley ; there  he  was  seized,  he  knew  not  by 
whom,  nor  by  wdiat  authority— and  became  in  a 
moment,  to  his  family,  and  his  friends,  as  if  he 
had  never  been.  He  was  carried  away  in  equal 
ignorance  ol  his  crime,  and  of  his  destiny ; whe- 
tfier  to  be  tortured,  or  hanged,  or  transported. 
His  crime  he  soon  learned  ; it  was  the  treason 
which  he  had  committed  against  the  majesty 
gf  major  Sirr.  He  was  immediately  conducted 
/i)  a new  place  of  imptisonment  in  the  castle^ 
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yard, ' called  the  .provojit.  Of*  ibis  mansion  of 
misery,  of  which  you  liave  since  heard  so  niucdi 
major  Sandy s was,  and  I believe  yet  is,  the  keep- 
er.: a gentleman  of  whom  1 know  how  dangerous 
it  is*  to  sj)cak  ; and  of  whom  every  prudent  man 
will  think;  and  talk  with  all  due  reverence.  He 
■seemeil  a twin-star  of  the  defendant — equal  in 
honour,  in  contidence;  equal  also  (for  who  could 
be  superior  ?)  jin  probity  and  humanity.  To  this 
gentleman  was  my  client  consigned,- and  in  his 
custodjdie  remained  about  seven  weeksjunthought 
bf  by  the  worhi,  as  if  he  had  never  existed.  The 
oblivion  of  the  buried  is  as  profound  as  the  ob- 
livion of  the  dead ; his  family  may  have  mourned 
his  absence  or  his  probabledeathj  but  why  should 
1 mention  so  paltry  a circumstance : The  fears,  or 
the  sorrows  of  the  wretched  give  no  interruption 
to  the  general  progress  of  things.  The  sun  rose 
and  the  sun  set,  just  as  it  did  before-r-the business 
of  the  government,  the  business  of  the  castle,  of 
the  feast,  or  the  torture,  went  on  with  their  usual 
exactness  andtranquillityv  At*  last  Mr.  Hevey 
was  discovered  among  the  sweepings  of  the  pri- 
son; and  was  at  last  to  be  disposed  of.  lie  was  at 
last  honoured  with  the  personal  notice  of  major 
Sandys. — Hevey,  (says  the  m?jor,)  I have  seen 
you  ride  I think  asmartsort  of  a mare-  you  can't 
use  her  here;  you  had  better  give  me  an  order  for 
her."  The  plaintiff,  yon  may  well  suppose,  by 
this  time  had  a tolerable  idea  of  his  situation;  he 
thought  he  might  haveinucU  to  fear  from-a  refusal/ 
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and  something  to  hope  from  compliance;  at  all 
events,  he  saw  it  would  be  a means  of  apprizing 
hisfamily  thathewas  notdead: — heinstantly  gave 
theorderrequired.  The  major  graciously  accept- 
ed it,  saying,  your  courtesy  will  not  cost  you 
much,  you  are  to  be  sent  down  to-morrow  to  Kil- 
kenny to  be  tried  forj'our  life;  you  will  most  cer- 
tainly be  hanged ; and  you  can  scarcely  think  that 
3 our  journey  to  the  other  world  will  be  performed 
on  horseback.  The  humane  and  honourable  major 
was  equally  a prophet  with  his  compeer.  The 
plaintiff  on  the  next  day  took  leave  of  his  prison, 
as  he  supposed,  for  the  last  time,  and  was  sent 
under  a guard  to  Kilkenny,  then  the  head  quar- 
ters of  sir  Charles  Asgil,  there  to  be  tried  by  court- 
martial  for  such  crime  as  might  chance  to  be  al- 
leged against  him.  Jn  any  other  country  the 
scene  that  took  place  on  that  occasion  might 
excite  no  little  horror  and  astonishment ; but 
with  us,  these  sensations  are  become  extinguished 
by  frequenc}^ of  repetition.  I am  instructed,  that 
a proclamation  was  sent  forth,  offering  a reward 
to  any  man,  who  would  come  forward,  and  give 
an}^  evidence  against  the  traitor  Heve3^  An  un- 
happy w'retch,  who  had  been  shortly  before  con- 
demned to  die,  and  w^as  then  lying  ready  for  exe- 
cution, was  allured  by  thcproposal.  Hisintegrity 
was  not  firm  enough  to  hesitate  long,  between  the 
alternative  proposed;  pardon,  favour,  and  reward, 
with  perjury,  on  one  side;  theropeand  thegibbet 
on  the  other.  His  loyalty  decided  the  question 
V y against 
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against  his  soul,  lie  was  exattirned,  and  Heve/ 
was  appointed  by  the  sentenceof  a mild,  and,  no 
doubt,  enlightened  court-martial,  to  take  the  place 
of  the  witness,  and  succeeded  to  the  vacant  halter. 
He\  ey,  you  may  suppose  (continued  Mr.  Curran,) 
now  thought  his  labours  at  an  end  ; but  \ie  was 
mistaken:  his  hour  was  not  yet  come.  You  are 
probably,  gentlemen,  or  you,  my  lords,  are  ac- 
counting for  his  escape,  by  the  fortunate  recol- 
lection of  some  early  circumstances  that  might 
have  smote  upon  the  sensibility  of  sir  Charles 
Asgil,  and  made  him  believe,  that  he  was  hi  debt 
to  providence  for  the  life  of  one  innocent  though 
convicted  victim.  But  it  wars  not  so;  his  escape 
was  purely  accidental.  The  proceedings  upon 
this  trial  happened  to  meet  the  eye  of  lord 
Cornwallis.  The  freaks  of  fortune  are  not  al- 
w’ays  cruel ; in  the  bitterness  of  her  jocularity, 
youseeshecan  adorn  the  miscreancy  of  theslare, 
in  the  trappingsof  power,  and  rank,  and  wealth. 
But  her  playfulness  is  not  always  inhuman  ; she 
will  sometimes,  irr  her  gambols,  fling  oil  upon 
the  wounds  of  the  sufferer;  she  will  sometimes 
save  the  captive  from  the  dungeon  and  thegrave, 
were  it  itot  only,  that  she  might  afterv/ard-s  re- 
consign hrm  lo  his  destiny,  by  the  reprisal  of 
capricious  cruelty  upon  fantastic  commiseration. 
Lord  Cornwallis  read  the  transmiss  of  Hevey’.s 
condemnation ; his  heiirt  recoiled  from  the  detail 
of  stupidity  and  barbarity.  He  dashed  his  pen 
across  the  odious  record,  and  ordered  thatHevey 
should  be  forthwith  liberated,  1 cannot  but  highly 
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honour  him  for  his  conduct  in  this  instance;  nor, 
when  I recollect  his  peculiar  situation  at  tliat  dis- 
astrous period,  can  I much  blame  him  for  not  hav- 
ing acted  towards  that  court  with  the  same  vigour 
and  indignation,  which  he  hath  since  shewn  Avith 
respect  to  those  abominable  jurisdictions.  Hevey 
was  now  a man  again — he  shook  the  dust  otF  his 
feet  against  his  prison  gate:  his  heart  beat  the  re- 
sponse to  the  anticipated  embrace  of  his  family;, 
and  his  friends,  and  he  returned  to  Dublin.  On 
his  arrival  here,  one  of  the  first  persons  he  met 
W’lth  was  his  old  friend,  major  Sandys.  In  the  eye 
of  poor  Hevey,  justice  and  humanity  had  shorn  the 
major  of  his  beams — he  no  longer  regarded  him 
with  respect  or  terror.  He  demanded  his  mare; 
observing,  that  though  he  might  have  travelled  to 
heaven  on  foot,  he  thought  it  more  comfortable  to 
perform  his  earthly  journeys  on  horseback.  Un- 
grateful villain,  says  the  major;  is  this  the  gratitude 
you  shew  to  his  majesty  and  to  me,  for  our  clderuen- 
cy  to  you  ? You  shan’t  get  possession  of  the  beast, 
which  you  have  forfeited  by  your  treason;  nor  can 
I suppose,  tliat  a noble  animal,  that  had  been 
honoured  with  conveying  the  weight  of  duty  and 
allegiance,  could  condescend  to  load  her  loyal  loins 
with  the  vile  burden  of  a convicted  traitor.  As  to 
the  major  (said  Mr.  Curran)  I am  not  surprised 
that  be  spoke  and  acted  as  he  did.  He  was  no 
jfloubt  astonished  at  the  impudence  and  novelty  of 
.calling  the  privileges  of  oflicial  plunder  into  ques* 
Uoiu  Hardened  by  the  nnmberle^&  instances  of 
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that  modeof  unpunished  acquisition,  he  had  erect- 
ed the  frequency  of  impunity  into  a sort  of  war- 
rant of  spoil  and  rapine.  One  of  these  instances, 

1 feel,  I am  now  bringing  to  the  memory  of  your 
lordship.  A learned  raid  respected  brother  bar- 
rister had  a silver  cup  ; the  major  heard  that  for 
many  years  it  had  borne  an-inscription  of Erin 
go  bracJi'  which  meant  Ireland  for  evcrf  The 
major  considered  this  perseverance  in  guilt  for 
such  a length  of  3^ears  as  a forfeiture  of  the  de- 
linquent vessel.  jM  vpoor  friend  was  accordingly 
robbed  of  his  cup.  But,  upon  writing  to  the  then 
attorhev"  general,  that  excellentoflicer  felt  the  out- 
rage, as  it  was  his  nature  to  feel  every  thing  that 
was  barbarous  or  base;  and  the  major’s  loyal  side- 
board was  condemned  to  the  grief  of  restitution. 
And  here,  (said  Mr.  Curran)  let  me  say  in  my 
own  defence,  that  this  is  the  onl  v occasion,  upon 
which  I have  ever  mentioned  this  circumstance 
with  the  least  appearance  of  lightness.  I have 
often  told  the  story  in  a way  that  it  would  not  be- 
come me  to  tell  it  here.  I have  told  it  in  the  spirit 
of  those  feelings,  which  were  excited  at  seeing, 
that  one  man  could  be  sober  and  humane,  at  a 
crisis,  when  so  many  thousands  were  drunk  and 
barbarous.  And  probably  my  statement  was  not 
stinted  by  the  recollection,  that  I held  that  person 
in  peculiar  respect  and  regard.  But  little  does  it 
signify,  whether  acts  of  moderation  and  humanity 
are  blazoned  by  gratitude,  by  tlatteiy,  or  b^^  friend- 
ship ; they  are  recorded  iq  tlie  heart  from  which 
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tliey  sprung;  and,  in  the  hour  of  adverse  vicissi-^ 
lude,  if  it  should  ever  come,  sweet  is  the  odour 
of  their  memory,  and  precious  is  the  balm  of  their 
consolation.  But  to  return  : Heve}'  brought  an 
action  for  his  mare.  The  major  not  choosing 
to  come  into  court,  and  thereby  suggest  the  pro- 
bable success  of  a thousand  actions,  restored  the 
property,  and  paid  the  costs  of  the  suit  to  the 
attorney  of  Mr.  Hevey.  It  may  perhaps  strike 
you,  my  lord,  said  Mr.  Curran,  as  if  I was  stat- 
ing what  was  not  relevant  to  the  action.  It  is  ma-  ' 
terially  pertinent;  I am  stating  a sj'stem  of  con- 
certed vengeance  and  oppression.  These  two  men 
acted  in  concert;  they  were  Archer  and  Aim- 
well.  You  master  at  Litchfield,  and  I at  Coven- 
try. You  plunderer  in  the  gaol,  and  I tyrant  in 
the  street.  And  in  our  respective  situations  we 
will  co-operate  in  the  common  cause  of  robbery 
and  vensfeance.  And  1 state  this  said  Mr.  Cur- 
ran)  because  I see  Major  Sandys  in  court : and 
because  I feel  I can  prove  the  fact,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  denial.  If  he  does  not  dare  to  ap- 
pear, so  called  upon,  as  I have  called  upon  him, 

I prove  it  by  his  not  daring  to  appear.  If  he 
does  venture  to  come  forward,  I will  prove  it 
by  his  own  oath,  or  if  he  ventures  to  deny  a 
syllable  that  I have  stated,  I will  prove  by  irre- 
fragible  evidence,  that  his  denial  was  false  and 
perjured.  Thus  far,  gentlemen,  (said  Mr.  Cur- 
ran,) we  have  traced  the  plaintilf  through  the 
strange  viccissitudes  of  barbarous  imprisonment, 
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of  atrocious  condemnation,  and  of  accidental 
deliverance.  (Here  Mr.  Curran  described  the 
feelings  of  himself  and  of  his  family  upon  his 
restoration  ; his  difficulties  on  his  return ; his 
struggle  against  the  aspersions  on  his  character; 
his  renewed  industry;  his  gradual  success;  the 
implacable  malignity  of  Sirr  and  of  Sandy s;  and 
of  the  immediate  cause  of  the  present  action.) 
•Three  years,  said  Mr.  Curran,  had  elapsed  since 
the  deliverance  of  my  client ; the  public  atmos- 
phere had  cleared — the  private  destiny  of  Hevey 
seemed  to  have  brightened,  but  the  malice  of 
his  enemies  had  not  been  appeased.  On  the 
8th  of  September  last,  Mr.  Hevey  was  sitting 
in  a public  coffee-house,  major  Sirr  was  there. 
Mr.  Hevey  was  informed  that  the  major  had 
at  that  moment  said,  that  he  (Hevey)  ought  to 
have  been  hanged.  The  plaintiff  was  fired  at 
the  charge  ; he  fixed  his  eye  on  Sirr,  and  asked, 
if  he  had  dared  to  say  so  ? Sirr  declared  that  he 
had,  and  had  said  truly.  Hevey  answered,  that 
he  was  a slanderous  scoundrel.  At  the  instant 
Sirr  rushed  upon  him,  and  assisted  by  three  or 
four  of  his  satellites,  who  had  attended  liim  in 
disguise,  secured  him  and  sent  him  to  the  castle 
guard,  desiring  that  a receipt  might  be  given 
for  the  villain.  He  was  sent  thither.  The  offi- 
cer of  the  guard  chanced  to  be  an  Englishman, 
but  latelv  arrived  in  Ireland ; he  said  to  the  bai- 
liffs,  if  this  was  in  England,.!  should  think  this 
gentleman  entitled  to  bail,  but  I don’t  know  the 
• lawg 
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laws  of  this  countr3^  However  I think  you  had 
better  loosen  those  iron's  on  his  wrists,  or  I think 
they  may  kill  him. 

Major  SiRR,  the  defendant,  soon  arrived,  went 
into  his  office,  and  returned  with  an  order  which 
he  had  written,  and  by  virtue  of  which  Mr.  I levey 
was  conveyed  to  the  custody  of  his  old  friend  and 
goaler,  major  Sandy  s.  Here  he  was  flung  into  a 
room  of  about  thirteen  feet  by  twelve — it  was 
called  the  hospital  of  the  provost.— It  was  occu- 
pied by  six  beds,  in  which  were  to  lie  fourteen 
or  fifteen  miserable  wretches,  some  of  them  sink- 
ing under  contagious  diseases.  On  his  first  en- 
trance, the  light  that  was  admitted  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  door,  disclosed  to  him  a view  of  the  sad 
fellow-sufferers,  for  whose  loathsome  society  he 
was  once  more  to  exchange  the  chearful  haunts 
of  men,  the  use  of  open  air,  and  of  his  ow  n 
limbs;  and  where  he  was  condemned  to  expiate 
the  disloyal  hatred  and  contempt,  which  he  had 
dared  to  shew  to  the  overweening  and  felonious 
arrogance  of  slaves  in  office,  and-minions  in  au- 
thority; here  he  passed  the  first  night,  without 
bed  or  food.  The  next  morning  his  humane  keep- 
er, the  major,  appeared.  The  plaintiff  demanded,^ 
why  he  w as  so  imprisoned,”  complained  of  ium- 
ger,  and  asked  for  the  goal  allowance.  Major 
Sandys  replied,  withatorrent  of  abuse,  w hich  he 
concluded  by  saying,— “ Your  crime  is  your  in- 
solence to  major  Sirr;  however,  he  disdains  to 
trample  npon  j^ou— you  may  appease  him  by 
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proper  and  contrite  submission;  but  unless  you 
do  so,  you  shall  rot  where  you  are.— I tell  you 
this,  that  if  government  will  not  protect  us,  by 
God,  we  will  not  protect  them.  You  will  proba- 
bly, (for  I know  your  insolent  and  ungrateful  har- 
diness,) attempt  to  get  out  by  an  habeas  corpus; 
but  in  that  you  will  find  yourself  mistaken,  as  such 
a ra>cal  deserves.”  Hevev  was  insolent  enough 
to  issue  an  habeas  corpus,  and  a return  was  made 
upon  it— that  Hevey  was  in  custody  under  a 
warrant  from  general  Craig,  on  a charge  of  trea- 
son.” That  this  return  was  a gross  falsehood, 
fabricated  by  Sirr,  1 am  instructed  to  assert.— 
Let  him  prove  the  truth  of  it.  if  he  can.  The 
judge,  before  whom  this  return  was  brought,  felt 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  liberate  the  unhappy 
prisoner ; and  thus,  by  a most  inhuman  amd  ma- 
licious lie,  my  client  was  again  remanded  to  the 
horrid  mansion  of  pestilence  and  famine.  Mr. 
Curran  proceeded  to  describe  the  feelings  of  Mr. 
Hevey, — thedespair  of  his  friends— the  ruin  of  his 
ulfairs — the  insolence  of  Sandys— his  offer  to  set 
iiim  at  large,  on  condition  of  making  an  abject 
submission  to  Sirr — the  indignant  rejection  of 
Hevev, — the  supplication  of  his  father  andsister, 
rather  to  submit  to  any  enemy,  however  base  and 
odious,  than  perish  in  such  a situation  ; — the  re- 
pugnance of  Hevey — the  repetition  of  kind  re- 
monstrances: and  the  final  submission  of  Hevey  to 
their  entreaties; — his  signing  a submission,  dic- 
tated bv  Sandys,  and  his  enlargement  from  confnie- 
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ment.  Thus,  said  Mr.  Curran,  was  he  kicked 
from  his  goal  into  the  common  mass  of  his  fellow 
slaves,  by  yielding  to  the  tender  entreaties  of  the 
kindred  that  loved  him,  to  sign,  what  was  in  fact, 
a release  of  his  claim  to  the  common  rights  of 
an  human  creature,  by  humbling  himself  to  the 
brutal  arrogance  of  a pampered  slave.  But  he 
did  suffer  the  dignity  of  his  nature  to  be  subdued 
by  its  kindness; — he  has  been  enlarged,  and  he  has 
brought  the  present  action.  As  to  the  facts  that 
he  had  stated,  Mr.  Curran  said,  he  would  make 
a few  observations : —it  might  be  said  for  the  de- 
fendant, that  much  of  vvhat  was  stated  may  not 
appear  in  proof.  To  that,  he  said,  he  would  not 
liave  so  stated,  if  he  had  not  seen  major  Sandys 
in  court ; he  had  therefore  put  the  facts  against 
him  in  a way,  which  bethought  the  most  likely' 
to  rouze  him  to  a defence  of  his  own  character, 
if  he  dared  to  be  examined  as  a witness.  He  had, 
he  trusted,  made  him  feel,  that  he  had  noway  of 
escaping  universal  detestation,  but  by  denying 
those  charges,  if  they  are  false ; and  if  they  were 
not  denied,  being  thus  publickly  asserted,  his  en- 
tire case  was  admitted — his  original  oppression  in 
theprovost  was  admitted — hisrobbery  of  thecup 
was  admitted — his  robbery  of  the  mare  was  ad- 
mitted— thelieso  audaciously  forged  on  thehabeas 
corpus  was  admitted— the  extortion  of  the  infam- 
ous apology  was  admitted. — Again,  said  Mr.  Cur- 
ran, I challenge  this  worthy  compeer  of  a worthy 
compeer  to  make  his  election,  between  proving 
his  guilt  by  his  own  corporal  oath,  or  by  theinore 
credible  modesty  of  his  silence.  And  now,  said 

7.  z Mr. 


354 

Mr.  Curran,  I have  given  you  a mere  sketch  of 
this  extraordinary  history.  No  country  governed 
by  any  settled  laws,  or  treated  with  common  hii- 
inanity,  could  furnish  any  occurrences  of  such 
unparalleled  atrocity ; and  if  the  author  of  Caleb 
AVilliams,  or  of  the  Simple  Story,  were  to  read 
the  tale  of  this  man’s  sufferings,  it  might,  I think, 
humble  the  vanity  of  their  talents,  (if  they  are  not 
too  proud  to  be  vain,)  when  they  saw  how  much 
a more  fruitful  source  of  incident  could  be  found 
in  the  infernal  workings  of  the  lieart  of  a malig- 
nant slave,  than  in  the  richest  copiousness  of  the 
most  fertile  and  creative  imagination.  But  it  is 
the  destiny  of  Ireland  to  be  the  scene  of  such  hor- 
rors, and  to  be  stung  by  such  reptiles  to  mad- 
ness and  to  death.  And  now,  said  Mr.  Curran, 

I feel  a sort  of  melancholy  pleasure,  in  getting 
nearly  rid  of  this  odious  and  nauseous  sub  ject.  It 
remains  to  me  only  to  make  a few  observations 
as  to  the  damages  you  ouglit  to  give,  if  you  be- 
lieve the  case  of  the  plaintiff  to  be  as  I have 
stated.  I told  you  before,  that  neither  pride  nor 
spirit  belong  to  our  situation  ; 1 should  be  sorry 
to  influence  you  into  any  apish  atlectation  of  the 
port  or  stature  of  freedom  or  independence.  But 
my  advice  to  you  is,  to  give  the  full  amount  of 
the  damages  laid  in  the  declaration  ; and  Til 
tell  you  why  I give  you  that  advice : I think  no 
damages  could  be  excessive,  either  as  a compen- 
sation for  the  injury  of  the  plaiutilf,  or  as  a pu- 
nishment of  the  savage  barbarity  of  tliedefendant; 
but  my  reasons  for  giving  you  this  advice  lye 
much  deeper  than  such  considerations ; they 
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s])rlng  from  a view  of  our  present  most  forlorn 
and  disastrous  situation.  You  are  now  in  the* 
hands  of  another  country  ; that  country  has  no 
means  of  knowing  your  real  condition,  except 
by  information  that  she  may  accidentally  derive 
from  transactions  of  a public  nature.  No  printer 
would  dare  to  publish  the  thousand  instances  of 
atrocitv,  which  we  have  witnessed  as  hideous  as 
the  present,  nor  any  one  of  them,  unless  he  did 
it  in  some  sort  of  confidence,  that  he  could 
scarcely  be  made  a public  sacrifice  by  brutal 
force,  for  publishing  what  was  openly  proved  in 
' a court  of  justice,  Mr.  Curran  here  made  some 
pointed  observations  on  the  state  of  a country, 
where  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  extinguished, 
and  where  another  nation,  by  whose  indolent 
mercy,  or  whose  instigated  fury,  we  may  be  spared, 
or  sacrificed,  can  know  nothing  of  the  extent  of 
oursuflerings,  or  our  delinquency,  but  by  casual 
hearsay.  I know,  said  be,  that  those  philoso- 
phers have  been  abused,  who  think  that  men  are 
born  in  a state  of  war.  I confess  I go  further, 
and  firmly  think  they  cannot  be  Veclaimed  to  a 
state  of  peace.  When  I see  the  conduct  of  man 
to  man,  1 believe  it.  Wlien  I see  the  list  of  of- 
fences in  every  criminal  code  in  Europe— when 
I compare  the  enormity  of  their  crimes  with  the 
still  greater  enormity  of  their  punishments,  I re- 
tain no  doubt  upon  tlie  subject.  But  if  I could 
hesitate  as  to  meuin  the  same  community,  I have 
no  doubt  of  the  inextinguishable  malignity  that 
will  forever  inflame  nation  against  nation.  Well  \ 
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was  it  said,  that  a “ nation  has  no  heart  j’*  to- 
wards each  other  they  are  uniformly  envious, 
vindictive,  oppressive,  and  unjust.  Whnt  did 
Spain  feel  for  the  murders  or  the  robberies  of  the 
west? — nothing.  And  yet,  at  that  time,  she 
prided  herself  as  much  as  England  ever  did  on 
the  elevation  of  her  sentiment,  and  the  refinement 
of  her  morality.  Yet  what  an  odious  spectacle 
did  she  exhibit  r— her  bosom  burning  with  all  the 
fury  of  rapine  and  tyranny  ; her  mouth  full  of 
the  pious  praises  of  the  living  God,  and  her  hands 
red  with  the  blood  of  his  innocent  and  devoted 
creatures.  When  I advise  you  therefore  to  mark 
your  feelings  of  the  case  before  you,  don’t  think 
I mean,  that  you  could  make  any  general  im- 
pression on  the  morality,  or  tenderness  of  the 
. country,  whose  property  we  are  become.  I am 
- not  so  foolish  as  to  hope  any  such  eflect : prac- 
tical justice  and  humanity  are  virtues  that  require 
laborious  acts,  and  mortifying  privations;  expect 
not  therefore  to  find  them  ; appeal  not  to  them. 
But  there  are  principles  and  feelings  substituted 
in  their  place,  a stupid  preference  and  admiration 
of  self,  an  aft'ectation  of  humanity,  and  a fond- 
ness for  unmerited  praise,  tliese  you  may  find,  for 
they  cost  nothing;  and  upon  them  you  may  pro- 
duce some  effect.  When  outrages  of  this  kind  are 
held  up  to  the  world,  as  done  under  the  sanction 
of  their  authority,  they  must  become  odious  to 
mankind,  unless  they  let  fall  some  reprobation  on 
the  immediate  instruments  and  abettors  of  sucli 
deeds.  An  Irish  lord  lieutenant  will  shrink  from 
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the  imputation  of  countenancing  them.  Great 
Britain  will  see,  that  it  cannot  be  her  interest  to 
encourage  such  an  infernal  spirit  of  subaltern 
barbarity,*  that  reduces  man  to  a condition  lower 
than  that  of  the  beast  of  the  field.  They  will  be 
ashamed  of  employing  such  instruments  as  the 
present  defendant.  When  the  government  of  Ire- 
land lately  gave  up  the  celebrated  O'Brien  to  the 
hands  of  the  executioner,  I have  no  little  reason 
to  believe  that  they  suffered  as  they  deserved  on 
the  occasion.  I have  no  doubt,  but  that  your 
verdict  of  this  day,  if  you  act  as  you  ought  to  do, 
will  produce  a similar  effect.  And  as  to  Eng-- 
land,  I cannot  too  often  inculcate  upon  you,  that 
she  knows  nothing  of  our  situation.  When  tor* 
ture  was  the  daily  and  ordinary  system  of  the 
executive  government,  it  was  denied  in  London, 
with  a profligacy  of  effrontery,  equal  to  the  bar- 
barity with  wdiich  it  was  exhibited  in  Dublin  ; 
and,  if  the  facts  that  shall  appear  to-day  should 
be  stated  at  the  other  side  of  the  water,  I make 
no  doubt,  but  very  near  one  hundred  worthy  per- 
sons would  be  ready  to  deny  their  existence  upon 
their  honour,  or,  if  necessary,  upon  their  oaths. 

I CANNOT  also  but  observe  to  you,  continued 
Mr.  Curran,  that  the  real  state  of  one  country  is 
more  forcibly  impressed  on  the  attention  of  ano- 
ther, by  a verdict  on  such  a subject  as  this,  than 
it  could  be  by  any  general  description.  Wiien  you 
endeavour  to  convey  an  idea  of  a great  number 
of  barbarians,  practising  a great  variety  of  crueb 
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tics  upon  an  incalculable  multitude  of  siifTercrs, 
nothing  cleaned  or  specific  finds  its  way  to  the 
heart,  nor  is  any  sentiment  excited,  save  that  of 
a general  erratic  unappropriated  commiseration. 
If,  for  instance,  you  wished  to  convey  to  the  mind 
of  an  English  matron  the  horrors  of  that  direful 
period,  when,  in  defiance  of  the  remonstrance  of 
the  ever  to  be  lamented  Abercromby,  our  poor 
people  were  surrendered  to  the  licentious  bru- 
tality of  the  soldiery,  by  the  authority  of  the 
slate;  you  would  vainly  endeavour  to  give  her  a 
general  pictureoflust,and  rapine, and  murder, and 
conflagration.  By  endeavouring  to  comprehend 
everything,  you  would  convey  nothing.  AVheu 
the  father  of  poetry  wishes  to  pourtray  llie  move- 
ments of  contending  annies,  and  an  embattled 
field,  he  exemplifies  only,  he  docs  not  describe ; 
be  does  not  venture  to  describe  the  perplexed 
and  promiscuous  conflicts  of  adverse  hosts,  but 
by  the  acts  and  fates  of  a few  individuals  he  con-' 
vcys  a notion  of  the  vicissitudes  of  the  fight,  and 
the  fortunes  of  I he  day.  So  should  your  story  to  her 
keep  clear  of  generalities;  instead  of  exhibiting 
the  picture  of  an  entire  province,  select  a single 
object ; and  even  in  that  single  object  do  not  re- 
lease the  imagination  of  your  hearer  from  its  task, 
by  giving  more  than  an  outline,  take  a cottage  ; 
place  the  afiVighted  mother  of  her  orphan  daugh- 
ters at  the  door,  the  paleness  of  death  upon 
her  face,  and  more  than  its  agonies  in  her  lieart; 
her  aching  hcait,  her  anxious  ear,  struggling 
through  tiie  mist  of  closing  day,  to  catch  the 
approaches  of  desolation  and  dishonour.  The  ‘ 
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ruffian  gang  arrives,  the  feast  of  plunder  begins, 
the  cup  of  mad  ness  kindles  in  its  circulation.  The 
wandering  glances  of  the  ravisher  become  con-* 
centrated  upon  the  shrinking  and  devoted  victim, 
—You  need  not  dilate,  you  need  not  expatiate; 
the  unpolluted  mother,  to  whom  you  tell  thcstory 
of  horror,  beseeches  you  not  to  proceed ; she  presses 
her  child  to  her  heart,  shedrowns  it  in  her  tears, 
her  fancy  catches  more  than  jan  angel’s  tongue, 
could  describe;  at  a single  view  slie  takes  in  the 
whole  miserable  succession  of  force,  of  profana- 
tion, of  despair,  of  death.  So  it  is  in  the  question 
before  us.  If  anv  man  shall  hear  of  this  day’s 
transaction,  he  cannot  be  so  foolish  as  to  suppose 
that  we  have  been  confined  to  a single  character, 
like  those  now  brought  before  you.  No,  gentle- 
men; farfromit;  he  will  have  too  much  common 
sense,  not  to  know,  that  outrages  like  this  are 
never  solitary,  that,  where  the  public  calamity 
generates  imps  like  those,  their  number  is  as  the 
sands  of  the  sea,  and  their  fury  as  insatiable  as 
its  waves.  lam  thereforeanxious,  thatonr;;2flf5/^?;\v 
should  have  one  authenticated  example  of  the 
treatment  which  our  unhappy  country  sulTers 
under  the  sanction  of  their  antliority  ; it  will  put 
a strong  ((uestion  to  their  humanity,  if  they  have 
any,  to  their  prudence,  if  their  pride  will  let  them 
listen  to  it ; or,  at  least,  to  that  anxiety  for  repu- 
tation, to  that  pretension  to  the  imaginary  vir- 
tues of  mildness  and  mercy,  to  which  even  those 
countries  the  most  divested  of  them  are  so  ready 
to  assert  their  claim,  and  so  credulously  dis- 
posed to  believe  that  claim  allowed. 
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T H E RE  ar e some  considerations  respec ti n g you r- 
Selves,  and  the  defendant,  to  which  I should  wish 
to  say  a word.  You  may  perhaps  think  your  per- 
sons unsafe,  if  you  tind  a verdict  against  so  con- 
siderable a person.  1 know  his  power,  as  well  as 
you  do — I know  he  might  send  you  to  the  provost, 
as  he  has  done  the  plaintiff,  and  forge  a return  on 
any  writ  you  might  issue  for  your  deliverance — I 
know  there  is  no  spot  in  this  devoted  nation,  (ex- 
cept that  on  which  we  now  are),  where  the  story 
of  oppression  can  be  told  or  heard  ; but  1 think 
you  can  have  no  well  founded  apprehensions. 
There  is  a time,  when  cruelty  and  oppression  be- 
come satiated  and  fatigued  ; in  that  satiety  at  least 
you  will  find  yourselves  secure.  But  there  is  still 
a better  security  for  you  : the  gratitude  of  the 
worthy  defendant— if  any  thing  could  add  to  his 
honours,  and  his  credit,  and  his  claims,  it  would 
.l>e  your  verdict  for  the  plaintiff ; for  in  what  in- 
. stance  have  you  ever  seen  any  man  so  effectually 
accredited  and  recommended,  as  by  the  public  ex- 
ecration r what  a man,  for  instance,  might  not 
O’Brien  baye  been,  if  the  envy  of  the  gibbet  had 
not  arrested  the  cayeer  of  his  honours  and  prefer- 
ments ? In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  I re- 
commend to  you  to  find,  and  to  find  liberally  for 
the  plaintiff'.  I have  founded  my  advice  upon  the 
.real  circurnstances  of  your  situation  ; I have  not 
endeavoured  to  stimulateyou  into  any  silly  hectic 
of  fancied  liberty.  I do  not  call  upon  you  to  ex- 
pose yourselves  by  the  affectation  of  vindicating 
liie  cause  of  freedom,  and  humanity;  much  less 
do  I wish  to  exhibit  ourselves  to  those,  whose  pro- 
perty 


35i 


perty  we  are,  as  indignant  or  contumacious  under 
their  authority.  Farfromit,  they  are  unquestion- 
ably the  proprietors  of  us,  they  are  inti  tied  of 
right  to  drive  us,  and  to  work  us  j but  we  may  be 
permitted  modestly  to  suggest,  that,  for  their  own 
sakes,  and  for  their  own  interest,  a line  of  moder- 
ation may  be  drawn.  That  there  are  excesses  of 
infliction,  that  human  nature  cannot  bear.  With 
respect  to  her  western  negroes.  Great  Britain  has 
had  the  wisdom,  and  humanity  to  feel  the  justice 
of  this  observation,  and  in  some  degree  to  act 
upon  it;  and  I have  too  high  an  opinion  of  that 
great,  and  philosophical  nation,  not  to  hope,  that 
she  might  think  us  not  undeserving  of  equal  mild- 
ness; provided  it  did  not  interfere  with  her  just 
authority  over  us.  It  would,  I should  even  think, 
be  for  her  credit,  that  having  the  honour  of  so  il- 
lustrious a rider,  we  should  be  kept  in  some  sort  of 
condition,  somewhat  bordering  upon  spirit,  which 
cannot  be  maintained,  if  she  suffers  us  to  be  utterly 
broken  down,  by  the  malicious  wantonness  of  her 
grooms  and  jockeys.  Mr.  Curran  concluded  by- 
saying,  that  the  cause  was  of  no  inconsiderable 
.expectation;  and  that  in  whatever  light  the  jury 
regarde^  it  whether  with  respect  to  the  two  coun- 
tries, or  to  Ireland  singly,  or  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, or  to  their  own  sense  of  character  and 
public  duty,  or  to  the  natural  consequences 
that  must  flow  from  the  event,  they  ought  to 
consider  it  with  the  most  profound  attention, 
before  they  agreed  upon  their  verdict. 

Verdict  for  the  PLamtiffy  150/.  Damages  and  Costs. 
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SPEECH 

o r 

. JOHN  PIIILPOT  CURRAN,  F.<>q, 

IN  DEFENCE  ’■ 

O T 

oir'EX  kirwan, 

' ron 

HIGH  TREASON; 

^ AT  IKE 

SESSIONS-HOUSE,  GREEN-STREET, 

On  Saturday,  October  1st,  1803.  . , 

• Mr.  CURRAN 

Rose  and  said,  that  it‘]iad  become  his  duty 
to  state  to  the  court  and  jury  the  defence  of  tlie 
prisoner.  He  said  he  had  been  chosen  for  that 
very  unpleasant  task,  without  his  concurrence  or 
knowledge— but  as  soon  as  he  was  apprised  of  it, 
he  accepted  it  without  hesitation.  To  assist  an 
liuman  being,  labouring  under  the  most  awful  of 
all  situations,  trembling  in  the  dreadful  alterna- 
tiveof  honourable  life,  or  ignoniinous  death,  was 
what  no  man,  worthy  of  the  name,  could  refuse 
to  man— but  it  would  be  peculiarly  base  in  any 
person  who  had  the  honour  of  wearing  the  king's 
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gown,  to  leave  the  king’s  subject  undefended, 
til  a sentence  pronounced  upon  him  had  shevvn^ 
that  neither  in  fact,  nor  in  law,  could  any  de- 
fence avail  him.  He  could  not,  however,  but 
confess,  that  he  felt  no  small  consolation  when 
he  compared  his  present  with  his  former  situation 
upon  similar  occasions.— In  those  sad  times  to' 
which  he  alluded,  it  was  frequently  his  fate  to 
come  forward  to  the  spot  where  he  then  stood, 
with  a body  sinking  under  infirmity  and  disease, 
and  a mind  broken  with  the  consciousness  of  pub- 
lic calamity,  created  and  exasperated  by  public 
folly.  It  had  pleased  heaven  that  he  should  live 
to  survive  both  those  afflictions,  and  he  was  grate- 
ful to  its  mercy,  I now,  said  he,  come  here 
through  a composed  and  quiet  city— I read  no 
expression  in  any  face,  save  such  as  marks  the 
ordinary  feelings  of  social  life,  or  the  various  cha- 
racters of  civil  occupation— I see  no  frightful 
spectacle  of  infuriated  power,  or  suiTering  huma- 
nity— I see  no  tortures — I hear  no  shrieks— I no 
longer  see  the  human  heart  char’d  in  the  flame  of 
its  own  vile  and  paltry  passions— black  and  blood- 
less— capable  only  of  catching  and  communicat- 
ing that  destructive  fire  by  which  it  devours,  and 
is  itself  devoured. — I no  longer  behold  the  ravages 
of  that  odious  bigotry  by  Avhich  we  Vvcre  de- 
formed, and  degraded,  and  disgraced — a bigotry 
against  which  no  honest  man  should  ever  miss  an 
opportunity  of  putting  his  countrymen,  of  all  sects 
and  of  all  descriptions,  upon  their  guard — it  is  the 
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ficcu  rsed  and  promiscuous  progeny  of ser\’ile  hypo- 
cricy,  of  remorseless  lust  of  power— of  insatiate 
thirst  of  gain— labouring  for  the  destruction  of 
man,  under  the  specious  pretences  of  religion— 
her  banner  stolen  from  the  altar  of  God,  and  her 
allies  congregated  from  the  abysses  of  hell,  she 
acts  by  votaries  to  be  restrained  by  no  compunc- 
tions of  humanity — for  they  are  dead  to  mercy; 
to  be  reclaimed  by  no  voice  of  reason — for  refu- 
tation is  the  bread  on  which  their  folly  feeds— 
they  are  outlawed  alike  from  their  species  and 
their  Creator;  the  object  of  their  crime  is  social 
life — and  the  wages  of  their  sin  is  social  death— 
for  tlK}Ugh  it  may  happen  that  a guilty  individu- 
al should  escape  from  the  law  that  he  has  broken, 
it  cannot  be  so  with  nations — their  guilt  is  too 
extensive  and  unwieldy  for  such  escape— they 
may  rest  assured  that  Providence  has,  in  the  na- 
tural connexion  betw’een  causes  and’ their  effects, 
established  a system  of  retributive  justice,  by 
which  the  crimes  of  nations  are  sooner  or  later 
avenged  by  their  own  inevitable  consequences. 
But  that  hateful  bigotrv — that  baneful  discord, 
which  fired  the  heart  of  man,  and  steeled  it  against 
his  brother,  has  fled  at  last,  and  I trust  for  ever. 
Even  in  this  melancholy  place  I feel  myself  res- 
tored and  recreated  by  breathing  the  mild  atmos- 
phere of  justice,  mercy,  and  humanity — I feel  I 
am  addressing  the  parental  authority  of  the  law 
—I  feel  I am  addressing  a jury  of  iny  country- 
men, my  fellow  subjects,  and  my  fellow  Chris- 
tians 
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tians^against  whom  my  heart  is  waging  no 
concealed  hostility — from  whom  my  face  is  dis* 
guising  no  latent  sentiment  of  repugnance  or 
disgust.  I have  not  now  to  touch  the  high  raised 
strings  of  an  angry  passion  in  those  that  hear  me 
— nor  have  I the  terror  of  thinking,  that  if  those 
strings  cannot  be  snapt  by  the  stroke,  they  will 
be  only  provoked  into  a more  instigated  vibra- 
tion. 

Mr.  CuRlLiN  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that 
this  happy  change  in  the  minds  and  feelings  of 
all  men  was  the  natural  consequences  of  that  sys- 
tem of  mildnes  and  good  temper  which  had  been 
recently  adopted,  and  which  he  strongly ' ex- 
horted the  jury  to  imitate,  and  to  improve  upon 
—that  they  might  thereby  demonstrate  to  our- 
selves, to  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  enemy,  that 
we  were  not  that  assemblage  of  fiends  wliich  we 
had  been  alleged  to  be— unworthy  of  the  ordina- 
ry privilege  of  regular  justice,  or  the  lenient 
treatment  of  a merciful  government. — lie  said, 
it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  be  on  their 
guard  against  the  wicked  and  mischievous  repre- 
sentation of  the  circumstances  which  called  them 
then  together— they  ought  not  to  take  from  anv 
unaulhenticated  report  those  facts  which  they 
could  have  directly  from  sworn  evidence.  He 
had  heard  much  of  tlie  dreadful  extent  of  the 
conspiracy  against  this  country— of  the  narrow 
escape  of  the  government.  They  now  saw  the 
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fact  as  it  was.  By  the  judicious  adoption  of  a 
mild  and  conciliatory  system  of  conduct,  what 
was  six  years  ago  a formidable  rebellion,  had 
now  dwindled  down  to  a drunken,  riotous  insur- 
rection-disgraced, certainly,  by  some  odious 
atrocities— its  objects,  whatever  they  w’ere,  no 
doubt,  highly  criminal;  but,  as  an  attack  upon 
thestate,  of  the  most  contemptible  insignibcance. 
— He  did  not  wonder  that  the  patrons  of  burning 
and  torture  should  be  vexed  that  their  favourite 
instruments  were  not  employed  in  recruiting  for 
the  rebellion.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  had 
they  been  so  employed,  the  effect  would  have 
followed,  and  that  an  odious,  drunken  insurrec- 
tion, would  have  been  easily  swelled  into  a for- 
midable rebellion-  -nor  was  it  strange  that  persons 
so  mortified  should  vent  themselves  in  wanton  ex- 
aggerated misrepresentation,  and  in  unmerited 
censure— in  slandering  the  nation  in  the  person 
of  the  viceroy-— and  the  viceroy  in  the  character 
ofthenatioii— and  that  they  should  do  so,  without 
considering  that  they  were  weakening  the  com- 
mon resources  against  common  danger,  by  mak- 
ing the  different  parts  of  the  empire  odious  to  each 
other;  and  by  holding  out  to  the  enemy,  and 
falsely  holding  out,  that  we  were  too  much  absor- 
bed in  civil  discord  to  the  capable  of  effectual  re- 
sistance. In  making  this  observation,  he  said 
his  wish  was  merely  to  refute  a slander  upon  his 
country.  He  had  no  pretension  to  be  the  vin- 
dicator of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whose 

person 
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person  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  ever  seen : 
at  the  same  time  he  said,  that  when  he  was  so 
necessarily  forced  upon  the  subject,  he  felt  no 
disposition  to  conceal  the  respect  and  satisfaction 
with  which  he  saw  the  king’s  representative 
comport  himself  as  he  did,  at  a crisis  of  no  lit- 
tle anxiety,  though  of  no  considerable  danger, 
if  we  may  believe  the  evidence  we  have  heard. 
He  thought  it  was  a proof  of  his  excellency’s 
firmness  and  good  sense,  not  to  discredit  Iiis  own 
opinion  of  his  confidence  in  the  public  safety, 
by  an  ostentatious  display  of  unnecessary  open 
preparation  ; and  he  thought  he  did  himself  equal 
honour  by  preserving  his  usual  temper,  and  not 
suffering  himself  to  be  exasperated  by  the  event, 
when  it  did  happen,  into  the  adoption  of  any 
violent  or  precipitate  measures.  Perliaps  he 
[Mr.  Curran]  might  even  be  excused  if  he  con- 
fessed that  he  was  not  wholly  free  from  some  pro- 
fessional vanity,  when  he  saw,  that  the  descendant 
of  a great  lawyer  was  capable  of  remembering, 
what,  without  the  memory  of  sucli  an  example, 
he  perhaps  miglit  not  have  done,  that  even  in  the 
moment  of  peril  the  law  is  the  best  safeguard  of 
the  constitution.  At  all  events,  he  felt,  that  a 
man,  wdio  at  all  times  had  so  rrcely^  censured  the 
extravagancies  of  power  and  force  as  he  had  done, 
was  justified,  if  not  bound,  by  the  consistency  of 
character,  to  give  the  fair  attestation  of  his  opinion 
to  the  exercise  of  wisdom  and  humanity  u'ha^evcr 
he  found  them;  whether  in  a friend  or  in  a stranger. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  that  these  preliminary  obser- 
vations 
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vations  were  not  wantonly  and  irrelevantly  delay 
ing  them  from  the  question  which  they  \vere  to  try, 
and  wdiich  he  was  ready  to  enter  into;  but  there 
still  remained  a circumstance  to  be  observed  upon 
for  a moment  before  they  entered  upon  the  real 
subject  of  their  enquiry,  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  prisoner;  the  fact  that  had  been  so  impressedly 
stated:  the  never  to  be  too  much  lamented  fate  of 
that  excellent  man  lord  Kilwarden--(and  here  Mr. 
Curran  drew  a cliaracter  of  him,  as  marked  by^ 
the  most  scrupulous  anxiety  for  justice,  and  by  the 
mildest  and  teiiderest  feelings  of  humanity) — But, 
said  he,  let  us  not  wantonly  slander  the  character 
of  the  nation  by  giving  any  countenance  to  the 
notion,  that  the  horror  of  such  a crime  could  be 
extended  farther  than  the  actual  perpetration  of 
the  deed.  The  general  indignation,  the  tears  that 
were  shed  at  the  sad  new^s  of  his  fate,  sliew  that 
we  are  not  that  nest  of  demons  on  wdiom  any 
general  stigma  could  attach  from  such  an  event; 
the  w’icked  wretch  himself,  perhaps,  has  cut  off 
tlie  very  man,  through  whose  humanity  he  might 
have  escaped  .the  consequences  of  other  crimes* 
and,  j by  an  hideous  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  has 
given  another  motive  to  Providence  to  trace  the 
murderer’s  steps,  and  secure  the  certainty  of  his 
punishment ; but  on  this  occasion  the  jury  should 
pul  it  out  of  their  minds,  and  think  nothing  of 
that  valuable  man,  save  his  last  adduce,  ‘‘  that  no 
person  should  perish  but  by  the  just  sentence  of 
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the  law;”  and  that  advice  he  hoped  they  would 
honour,  not  by  idle  praise,  but  by  strict  ob- 
servance. 

Mr.  Curran  now  proceeded  to  state  the  charge 
in  the  indictment,  and  the  evidence  adduced;  and 
contended  that  the  testimony  shewed  no  fact  of 
conspiracy— -no  adopted  object  of  treason— no 
actual  attack— no  number  of  persons  engaged 
that  coTild  possibly  be  adequate  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  an  object.  He  strongly  reprobated 
the  idea  of  acting  upon  what  was  called  notoriety 
of  rebellion— notoriety  was  at  best  but  another 
name  for  reputation,  which  could  not,  even  by 
law,  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  criminal  case, 
and  which  a fortiori  could  not  sustain  a verdict 
of  conviction;  but,  he  said,  if  the  actual  evidence 
of  the  guilt  was  thus  weak,  it  was  not  unfair  to 
consider  the  probability  of  such  a conspiracy  at 
the  present  time.  It  w’as  clear  from  the  evidence 
that  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  any  particular  sect, 
or  party,  or  faction,  because  no  sect  or  faction 
could  fail,  had  they  acted  in  it,  of  engaging  one 
hundred  limes  the  number  of  deluded  instruments 
in  their  design:  We  may  then  fairly  ask,  is  it 
likely  that tlie  country  at  large,  setting  even  apart 
all  moral  tie  of  duty,  or  allegiance,  or  the  diffi- 
culty, or  the  danger,  could  see  any  motive  of  in- 
terest to  recommend  to  them  the  measure  of 
separating  from  England,  or  fraternizing  with 
France?  Whether  there  w^as  any  description 
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of  men  in  Ireland  who  could  expect  any  ad- 
vantage from  such  a change  ? And  this  reasoning, 

' he  said,  was  more  pertinent  to  the  question,  be- 
cause politics  were  not  now,  as  heretofore,  a dead 
science,  in  a dead  language*  they  had  now  be- 
come the  subject  of  the  day,  vernacular  and  uni- 
versal, and  the  repose  wliich  the  late  system  of 
Irish  government  had  given  the  people  for  reflec- 
tion had  enabled  them  to  consider  their  own 
condition,  and  what  they,  or  any  other  country, 
could  have  to  hope  from  France,  or  rather  from 
its  present  master.  lie  said  he  scorned  to  allude 
to  that  personage  merely  to  scold  or  to  revile 
him  1 unmeaning  obloouv  inav  shew  that  Ave  do 
not  love  the  object,  but  certainly  that  Avedo  not 
fear  him.— -He  then  adverted  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  Bonaparte ; a stranger— an  usurper — 
gettingpossession  of  a numerous,  proud,  volatile, 
and  capricious  people;  getpng  that  possession  by 
military  force — able  to  hold  it  only  by  force : to 
secure  his  power  be  found,  or  thought  he  found 
it  necessarv  to  abolish  all  religious  establishments, 

’ as  Avell  as  all  shadow  of  freedom.  He  had  com- 
pletely subjugated  all  the  adjoining  nations.  Now, 
i^aid  Mr.  Curran,  it  is  clear  that  there  are  but  two 
inodes  of  holding  states  or  the  members  of  the 
same  state  together,  namely,  cominunity  of  in- 
terest or  predominance  of  force — the  former  is 
the  natural  bond  of  tlie  British  empire;  their  in- 
terest, their  hopes,  tiieir  dangers  can  be  no  other 
than  one  and  the  same,  if  they  are  not  stupidly 

blind 
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blind  to  their  own  situation  ; and  stupidly  blind 
indeed  must  they  be,  and  justly  must  they  incur 
the  inevitable  consequences  of  that  blindness  and 
stupidity,  if  they  have  not  fortitude  and  magna- 
nimity enough  to  lay  aside  those  mean  and  nar- 
row jealousies,  which  have  hitherto  prevented 
that  community  of  interest  and  unity  of  effort, 
bv  which  alone  we  can  stand,  and  without  which 
we  must  fall  together.  But  force  only  can  hold 
the  requisitions  of  the  French  consul  ; — what 
community  of  interest  can  he  have  with  the  dif- 
ferent nations  that  he  has  subdued  and  plunder- 
ed ? — clearly  none.  Can  he  venture  to  establish 
any  regular  and  protected  system  of  religion 
amongst  them  ? AVherever  he  erected  an  altar,  he 
would  set  up  a monument  of  condemnation  and 
reproach  upon  those  wild  and  fantastic  speculati- 
ons which  he  is  pleased  to  dignify  with  the  name 
of  Philosophy,  but  which  other  men,  perhaps, 
because  they  are  endowed  w'ith  a less  aspiring  in- 
tellect, conceive  to  be  a desperate  anarchical 
atheism,  giving  to  every  man  a dispensing  power 
for  the  gratification  of  his  passion,  teaching  him 
that  he  may  be  a rebel  to  his  conscience  with  ad- 
vantage, and  to  his  God  with  impunity.  Just 
as  soon  would  the  government  of  Britain  venture 
to  display  the  Crescent  in  their  churches,  as  an 
honorary  member  of  all  faiths  to  shew'  any  re- 
verence to  the  Cross  in  his  dominions.  Apply 
the  same  reasoning  to  liberty: — can  he  venture 
to  give  anj"  reasonable  portion  of  it  to  his  subjects 
b li  2 ' at 
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at  home,  or  his  vassals  abroad  ? The  answer  is 
obnoiis:  sustained  merel  v by  military  force,  his 
unavoidable  policy  is  to  make  everything, 

and  the  people  nothing.  If  he  ventured  to  elevate 
his  soldiers  into  citizens,  and  his  wretched  sub- 
jects into  freemen,  he  would  form  a confederacy 
of  mutual  interest  between  both,  against  which 
he  could  not  exist  a moment.  If  he  relaxed  in 
like  manner  with  Holland,  or  Belgium,  or  Swit- 
zerland, or  Italy,  and  withdrew  liis  armies  from 
them,  he  would  excite  and  make  them  capable  of 
instant  revolt.  There  is  one  circumstance  which 
just  leaves  it  possible  for  him  not  to  chain  them 
down  still  more  rigorously  than  he  has  done,  and 
that  is,  the  facility  with  which  he  can  pour  mili- 
tary reinforcements  upon  them  in  case  of  neces- 
sity. But  destitute  as  he  is  of  amarine,  he  could 
look  to  no  such  resource  with  respect  to  any  in- 
sular acquisition,  and  of  course  he  should  guard 
againstthe  possibility  of  danger  by  so  complete 
and  merciless  a thraldom  as  would  make  any  ef- 
fort of  resistance  physically  impossible. — Per- 
haps, my  lords,  and  gentlemen,  continued  Mr. 
Curran,  I may  be  thought  the  apologist,  instead 
of  the  reviler  of  the  ruler  of  France.  I affect  not 
either  character — I am  searching  for  the  motives 
of  his  conduct,  and  not  for  the  topics  of  hisjus- 
tification.  I do  not  affect  to  trace  those  motives 
to  any  depravity  of  heart  or  of  mind  which  acci- 
dent inav  have  occasioned  for  the  season,  and 
which  reflection  or  compunction  may  extinguish 
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or  allay,  ^ancl  thereby  make  hi ra  a complete)}^  dif- 
ferent man  with  respect  to  France  and  to  the 
world ; I arn  actingmorefairly  and  more  useiidly 
by  my  country,  when  I shew,  that  his  conduct 
must  be  so  swayed  by  the  permanent  pressure  of 
his  situation,  by  the  controul  of  an  unchangeable 
and  inexorable  necessity,  that  he  cannot  dare  to 
relax  or  relent  without  becoming  the  certain  vic- 
tim of  his  own  humanity  or  contrition.  I may 
be  asked,  are  these  merely  my  own  speculations, 
or  have  others  in  Ireland  adopted  them ; I answer 
freely,  non  mens  hie  sermo  est*  It  is  to  my  own 
knowledge  the  result  of  serious  reflection  in 
numbers  of  our  countrymen.  In  the  storm  of 
arbitrary  sway,  in  the  distraction  of  torture  and 
suffering,  the  human  mind  had  lost  its  poise  and 
its  tone,  and  was  incapable  of  sober  rejection ; 
but,  by  removing  those  terrors  from  it,  by  hold- 
ing an  even  hand  betw  een  all  parties,  by  disdain- 
ing the  patronage  of  any  sect  dr  faction,  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  were  left  at  liberty  to  consider  her 
real  situation  and  interest,  and  liappily  for  her- 
self, 1 trust  in  God,  she  has  availed  herself  of  the 
opportunity.  With  respect  to  the  higher  orders 
even  of  those  who  thought  they  liad  some  cause 
to  complain,  I know  this  to  be  the  fact ; they  are 
not  so  blind  as  not  to  see  the  difference  between 
being  proud  and  jealous,  and  punctilious  in  any 
claim  of  privilege  or  right  between  themselves  and 
their  fellow-subjects,  andtlie  mad  and  desperate 
depravity  of  seeking  the  redress  of  any  dissatis- 
faction 


faction  that  they  might  feel,  by  an  appeal  to  force, 
or  to  thedreadfiil  recourse  to  treason  and  to  blood. 
As  to  the  humbler  orders  of  our  people,  for  whom 
I confess  I feel  the  greatest  sympathy,  because 
there  are  more  of  them  to  be  undone,  and  be- 
cause, from  wantof  education,  they  must  be  more 
liable  to  delusion  ; I am  satisfied  their  topics  to 
which  I have  adverted  apply  with  still  greater 
force  to  them  than  to  those  who  are  raised  above 
them.  I havenotthe  sameopportunity  of  know- 
ing their  actual  opinions;  but  if  their  opinions 
be  other  than  I think  thej^  ought  to  be,  would 
to  God  they  were  present  in  this  place,  or  that  I 
liad  the  opportunity  of  going  into  their  cottages, 
and  they  well  know  I should  not  disdain  to  visit 
tliem,  and  to  speak  to  them  the  language  of  af- 
fection and  candour  on  the  subject;  I should  have 
little  difficulty  in  shewing  to  their  quick  and  ap- 
prehensive minds,  how  easy  it  is  when  the  heart 
is  incensed  to  confound  the  evils  which  are  inse- 
parable from  the  destiny  of  imperfect  man,  with 
those  which  arise  from  the  faults  or  errors  of  his 
political  situation  :*  I would  put  a few  questions 
to  their  candid  and  unadulterated  sense  : I would 
ask  them — Do  you  think  that  you  liave  made  no 
advance  to  civil  prosperity  within  the  last  twenty 
years  ? Are  your  opinions  of  modern  and  subju- 
gated France  the  same  that  you  entertained  of 
popularand  revolutionary  France  fourteen  years 
ago  ? Have  you  any  hope,  that  if  the  first  consul 
got  possession  of  your  Island,  he  would  treat  3^011 
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half  so  well  as  he  does  those  countries  at  his  door 
whom  he  must  respect  more  than  he  can  respect 
or  regard  you?  And  do  you  know  how  he  treats 
tliose  unhappy  nations?  You  know  that  in  Ire- 
land there  is  little  personal  wealth  to  plunder— 
that  there  are  few  churches  to  rob. — Can  you  then 
doubt  that  he  would  reward  his  rapacious  gene- 
rals and  soldiers  by  parcelling  out  the  soil  of  the 
island  among  them,  and  by  dividingyou  into  lots 
of  serfs  to  till  the  respective  lands  to  wliicii  the\^ 
belonged  ? Can  you  suppose  that  the  pei'iidy  and 
treason  of  surrendering  your  country  to  an  in- 
vader would  to  your  new  master  be  any  pledge 
of  your  allegiance?  Can  you  suppose  that  while 
a single  French  soldier  was  willing  to  accept  an 
iiere  of  Irish  ground,  that  he  would  leave  that 
acre  in  the  possession  of  a man,  who  had  shewn 
liirnself  so  wickedly  and  so  stupidly  dead  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  most  obvious  interest,  and  to 
the  ties  of  the  most  imperious  moral  obligations  ? 
What  do  you  look  forward  to  with  respect  to  the 
aggrandisement  of  your  sect  ? Are  you  protes- 
Uiiits  ? He  has  abolished  protestantism  vvilh  cliris- 
tianity.  Are  you  catholics?  Do  you  think  he 
v/ili  raise  you  to  the  level  of  the  pope  ? Perhaps, 
and  I think  he  would  not  j but  if  he  did,  could 
you  hope  more  privilege  than  he  has  left  his  holi- 
ness ? And  what  privilege  has  he  left  him  ? he  has 
reduced  his  religion  to  be  a mendicant  for  con- 
temptuous toleration,  and  he  has  reduced  his  per- 
son to  beggary  and  to  rags.  Let  me  ask  you  a 
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further  question — Do  you  think  he  would  feel  any 
kind  hearted  sympathy  for  you  ? Answer  your- 
selves by  asking,  what  sympathy  does  he  feel 
for  Frenchmen,  whom  he  is  ready  by  thousands 
to  bury  in  the  ocean,  in  tlie  barbarous  gambling 
of  his  wild  ambition  ? What  sympathy  then  could 
bind  him  to  you?  He  is  not  your  countryman—* 
the  scene  of  your  birth  and  your  childhood  is  not 
^ endeared  to  his  heart  by  the  reflection,  that  it 
was  also  the  scene  of  his : he  is  not  your  fellow 
Christian — he  is  not,  therefore,  bound  to  you  by 
any  similarity  of  duty  in  this  world,  or  by  any 
union  of  hope  beyond  the  grave.  What  then 
could  you  suppose  the  object  of  his  visit,  or  the 
consequence  of  his  success  ? Can  you  be  so  fool- 
ish as  not  to  see,  that  he  wouid  use  y^ou  as 
slaves,  while  he  held  you,  and  that  when  he  grew 
weary,  which  he  soon  would  become,  of  such  a 
wortiiless  and  precarious  possession,  he  would 
carry  you  to  market  in  some  treaty  of  peace, 
barter  you  for  some  more  valuable  concession 
and  surrender  you  to  expiate  by  your  punish- 
ment and  degradation,  the  advantage  you  had 
given  him  by  your  follies  and  your  crimes?  There 
is  another  topic  on  whicli  a few  w^ords  might  be 
addressed  to  the  deluded  peasant  of  this  country: 
he  might  be  asked — What  could  you  hope  from 
the  momenta ly  siicccs.'^  of  any  effort  to  subvert 
the  government  by  mere  intestine  convulsion  ? 
Could  you  look  forward  to  the  hope  of  liberty  or 
property  ; whei*e  are  the  diaracters,  the  capaci- 
ties, and  the  motives  of  those  that  have  embarked  . 

in 


in  those  chimerical  projects — you  see  them  a des- 
))icabregangof  needy  adventurers;  desperate  from 
guilt  and  poverty  ; unconntenanced  by  a single 
individual  of  probity  or  name  ; ready  to  use  jmu 
as  the  instruments,  and  equally  ready  to  aban- 
don you  by  treachery  or  flight,  as  the  victims  of 
their  crimes.  For  a short  interval  murder  and 
rapine  might  have  their  sway ; but  don’t  be  such 
a fool  as  to  think,  that  though  robbing  might 
make  a few  persons  poor,  it  could  make  many 
])ersons  rich.  Don’t  be  so  silly  as  to  confound 
the  destruction  of  property  with  the  partition  of 
wealth.  Small  must  be  your  share  of  the  spoil, 
and  short  your  enjoyment  of  it.  Soon,  trust 
me,  very  soon,  would  such  a state  of  things  be 
terminated  bv  the  very  atrocities  of  its  authors. 
Soon  would  you  find  yourselves  subdued,  ruined, 
and  degraded.  If  you  looked  back,  it  would  be 
to  cliaracter  destroyed,  to  hope  extinguished. 
If  you  looked  forward,  you  could  see  only  the 
dire  necessity  you  had  imposed  upon  your  go- 
vernors of  acting  towards  you  with  no  feeling  but 
those  of  abhorrence,  and  of  self-preservation— 
of  ruling  you  by  a system  of  coertion,  of  which 
alone  you  ivould  he  ivorthy — and  of  loading  you 
with  taxes  (that  is,  selling  the  food  and  raiment 
which  your  honest  labour  might  earn  for  your 
familvy  to  defray  the  expense  of  that  force,  by 
which  only  you  could  be  restrained. 
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Say  not,  gentlemen,  that  I am  inexcusably 
vain  when  I say,  would  to  God  that  I had  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking  this  plain,  and,  I trust, 
not  absurd  language  to  the  humblest  orders  of 
iny  countrymen.  When  I see  what  sort  of  mis- 
sionaries can  preach  the  doctrines  of  villainy  and 
folly  with  success,  I cannot  think  it  very  vain  to 
suppose,  that  they  would  listen  nith  some  atten- 
tion and  some  respect  to  a man  who  was  address- 
ing plain  sense  to  their  minds,  whose  w hole  life 
ought  to  be  a pledge  for  his  sinscrity  and  affec- 
tion— who  had  never  in  a single  instance  deceiv- 
ed, or  deserted,  or  betra3"ed  them — who  had  ne- 
ver been  seduced  to  an  abandonment  of  their 
just  rights,  or  a connivance  at  an\^  of  their  ex- 
cesses, that  could  threaten  any  injury  to  tlieir 
character. 

But  perhaps,  said  Mr.  Curran,  I have  tres- 
passed too  much  upon  3*our  patience  by  w hat 
ma}' appear  a disgresslon  from  the  question.  Tlie 
motive  of  my  doing  so,  1 perceive  by  ^^our  indul- 
gent hearing,  3^ouperfectly  comprehend.  But  I 
do  not  consider  what  I have  said  as  a mere  irre- 
levant disgression  wdth  respect  to  the  immediate 
cause  before  you.  The  reasoning  comes  to  this : 
the  present  state  of  this  country  shews,  that  no- 
thing could  be  so  stupidly  and  perversely  wicked 
as  a project  of  separation  or  of  French  connexion 
—and,  of  course,  notiiingmore improbable  than 
the  adoption  of  such  a useless  project.  It  it  be 

then 
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then  so  senseless,  and  therefore  so  improbable, 
how  strong  ought  the  evidence  be,  on  which  you 
*"wou]d  be  warranted  in  attesting  on  your  oaths,  to 
England  and  to  France,  so  odious  an  imputation 
V)’n  the  gooy  sense  and  loyalty  of  your  country. 
Let  me  revert  again  to  the  evidence  which  you 
have  heard  to  support  so  incredible  a charge. — I 
have  alreadj"  observed  on  the  contemptible  small- 
ness of  the  number — a few  drunken  peasants  as- 
semble in  the  outlets;  there,  in  the  fury  of  intoxi- 
cation, tliey  committed  such  atrocities  as  no  man 
can  be  disposed  to  defend  or  to  extenuate  ; and 
having  done  so^  they  fly  before  a ‘few  peace  of- 
ficers, aided  by  the  gallantry  of  Mr.  justice  Drury 
—who,  even  if  he  cl  id  retreat,  as  has  been  insinu- 
ated, has  at  least  the  merit  of  having  no  wish  to 
cdied  the  bloodof  his  fellow-christians,  and  is  cer- 
tainly inti  tied  to  the  praise  of  preserving  the 
life  of  a most  valuable  citizen  and  loyal  subject^ 

In’  this  whole  transaction,  no  attempt,  how- 
ever feeble  or  ill-directed,  is  made  on  any  place 
belongirigto  Or  connected  with  the  government. 
They  never  even  approach  the  barrack,  the  cas- 
tle, the  mn|razihes.  No  leader  whatsoever  ap- 
pears ; nothing  that  I can  see  to  call  for  your 
verdict,  except  the  finding  the  bill  and  the  uncor- 
roborated statement  of  the  attorney  general.  ' In 
that  statement,  too,  I must  beg  leave  to  guard 
you  against  mistake  in  one  or  two  pafticulars:— 
as  to  what  he  said  of  my  lord  Kilwarden,  it  Avas 
c ^ not 
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not  unnatural  to  feel  .as  he  sccmecl  to  do  at  the. 
recollection,  nor  to  have  stated  that  sad  event 
, as  a fact,  that  took  place  on  that  occasion— 
but  I am  satisfies!,  he  did  not  state  it  with  the 
least  intention  of.  ag^ifating.  your  passions,  ^-o^r 
lotting  it  have  the  siTialiost.  intliicnce  on  ybtrr 
judgineut.iQyojiir inquiry  into  acluirgeof  treason. 
I must  beg -leave  also,  to  say,^  that  no  recital  in 
any  statute  is  any  evidence  w liatsoever  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  particukir  fact  of  treason  or  trea- 
sonable conspiracy^;  . I must  further  desire  you 
to  blot  completely  from  your  minds  the  ' refe- 
rence. .whie-U' he  was  pleased  to  make  to  the  ver- 
dict of  .yesterday. — in  truth,,  jW hen  I*  see 
tiie  evidence  on  Avhichyoiy are  to  d(^pide  reduced 
to  what  is  legal  or.  admissible,  I.  don’t  .wonder 
that  Mr.  attorney-general  .iiimself;  should  have 
treated  this  doughty  rehelliqi^  with  the  I|mghter 
and  contempt  it  des<T\;ed.j;,j,  ..  ..  j.  > _,i., 

.-;rAVHERE  now  is  this  providential,escape‘of  the 
governrnent  and  tlije  castle  ? w'hy  simply,  in  this, 
that  nobody  attacked  eilhei^jthe  onpop  the  other,:! 
and  that  there  w^ere^no  persons  .th^t  coiihMiavf*’ 
attacked  either^  , It  seems  not  unlike, hUe  escape 
which  a yo-upg  piaa  h^l,of  il)^ingr^»hot, through 
Ilje  head  at  the  battle  of;i)ettingen^  by  tho  pro-, 
vidential  interference  A>y  whiefi  lipiwas  sent  twen^, 
ly; miles  off  on  a foraging  party  only  ten  day  be- 
fore the  bottle.  , i.r  ? '• 

. *i’:<  - !o  ’.t 

i.-  'I  I WISH 
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I WISH  from  my  heart  that  there  may  be 
present  some  worthy  gentleman,  who  may  trails- 
I'nitto  Paris  a faithful  account  of  what  has  this  day 
jiasscd.  If  so,  I think  some  loyal  absentee  may 
possibly  iind  an  account  of  it  in  the  Publiciste  or 
the  ]\roniteur — and  perhapssomewhat  inthis  way 
— “ On  the  23d of  July  last,  a most  splendid  re- 
bellion displayed  her  standard  in  the  metropolis  of 
Ireland,  in  a part  ofthecity  which  in  their  language 
is  enjied  the  Foddle.  The. band  of  heroes  that  came 
ford  1 at  the  call,  of  patriotism,  capable  of  bearing 
anpiji,  at  the  lowest  calculation must  haveamount- 
<ed  to  little  less,  than  (zvo  hundred  persons.  The 
rel:>enion  advanced  ivith  a most  intrepid  step  till 
tfhe  came  to  th^  site  of  the  old  four  courts,  and  y 
tliolsel.  There  she  espied  a decayed  pillory,  on 
which  sire  moiintod,  in  order  to  reconnoitre.,  but 
she  found  to  her/great  mortification  that  the  rebels 
hadiStaid  beliiiid.  She  therefore  judged  it  right  to 
iiiakeher  escape,  ’ Wfkich  she  effected  in  a masterly 
ittaimer  flown  DintyMutc*  The  rebels  attho  same ' 
lime  retiring  in  some  disorder,  from  .the  Poddle, 
being  hard  pressed  by  the  poles  and  lanterns  of 
t)]e  ivatchmep,  and  being  jadditionally  galled  by 
Mr.  justice  Drnryr  'whocumc  to  a most  unerring 
aim  upon  their  rere,  on  which  lie  played  without 
any  mtermii^sioii,  with  a spy^glass  from  his  din- 
ing-room windoiv— iiu/v  untocedtiiiem  scekstuw. 
4^seritF^U^pedQclavd.o,  It  is  clearly  ascertained, 
tivat  she  did  .not  appear  in  her  ow.n  clothes,  for 
«be  tlircw  *a(>v^y  her  regimental  jacket  before  she 
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(led,  which  has  been  picked  up,  and  is  now  to  be 
seen  at  Mr.  Carleton’s,  at  six  pence  a head  for 
grown  persons,  and  three  pence  for  a nurse  and 
cliild.  It  was  thought  at  first  to-be  the  work  of 
an  Irish  artist,  who  might  have  taken  measure  in 
the  absence  of  the  wearer,  but  by  a bill  and  re* 
ceipt  found  in  one  of  the  pockets  it  appears  to 
liave  been  made  by  the  actual  body  tailor  of  her 
august  high  ness  the  consort  of  the  first  consul*.  At 
present  it  is  but  poorly  ornamented,  but  it  is  said 
that  the  Irish  volunteers  have  entered  into  a sub- 
scription to  trim  it,  if  it  shall  be  ever  worn  again/' 
— Happy,  most  happy,  is  it  for  these  islands,  said 
]Mr.  Curran,  that  tliose  rumours  w-hich  are  so  ma- 
liciously invented  and  circulated  to  destroy  our 
contidence  in  each’  other,  to  invite'  attack  and 
dispirit  resistance,  turn  out  on  enquiry  to  be  so 
ludicrous  and  contemptible,  thatw’ecannot'speak 
of  them  without  laughter,  or  without  wonder 
that  they  did  not  rather  form  the  materials  of'  a 
farce  in  a puppet  shew,  than  of  a grave  proseeti- 
tion  in  a court  of  justice.  ^ 

Mn.  Curran  said,  there  was  still  another  topic 
material  to  remind  the  jury  of — this  was  the  first 
trial  for  treason  that  occurred  since  the  union  of 
these  islands.  He  said  no  effectual  union  could 
be  atchieved  by  the  mere  letter  of  statute ^ don’t 
imagine  (said  he)  that  bigotry  could  blend  with 
liberality,  or  barbarism  with  civilization.  If  you 
wish  to  be  really  united  with  Great  Britain,  teach 
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her  to  respect  yon,  and  do'so  by  shewing  her  that 
you  are  fit  objects  of  wholesome  laws^ — by  shew- 
ing that  you  are  capable  of  rising  to  a proud 
equality  Avith  her  in  the  exercise  of  social  duties 
and  civil  virtues,  as  many  parts  of  tlie  globe  have 
proved  you  to  be  in  her  fleets  and  iier  armies 
shew  her  that  you  can  try  this  cause  as  she  would 
try  it ; that  you  have  too  much  sense  and  huma- 
nity  to  be  borne  away  in  your  verdict  by  despi- 
cab|j^^  panic  or  brutal  fury ; — shew  her  that  in 
})rosecutions  by  the  state  you  can  even  go  a step 
beyond  her,  and  that  you  can  discover  and  act 
upon  those  eternal  principles  of  justice,  which  it 
lias  been  found  necessary  in  that  countiy  to  en- 
force by  the  coercion  of  law  : you  cannot,  said 
he,  but  ft-'el  that  I allude  to  their  statute  that  re- 
quires two  witnesses  in  treason.  Our  statute  does 
not  contain  that  provision  3 but  il’  it  was  wise  to 
to  enact  it  there  as  a law,  it  cannot  be  other  than 
wise  to  adopt  it  here  as  a principle  3 unless  you 
think  it  discreet  to  hold  it  out  as  your  opinion, 
that  the  life  of  a man  is  not  as  valuable  here,  and 
ought  not  to  be  as  secure,  as  in  the  other  part  of 
the  empire  3 unless  you  wisli  to  prove  your  ca))a- 
l)ihty  of  equal  rights  and  equal  liberty  with  Bri- 
tain, by  consigning  to  the  scaffold  yourmiserable 
fellow  subject,  who,  if  tried  in  England  on  the 
same  charge  and  the  same  evidence,,  would  by 
law  be  entitled  to  a verdict  of  acquittal.  I trust 
you  will  not  so  blemish  yourselves;  1 trust  you 
v;ill  not  be  satisfied  even  with  a cold  imitation  of 
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her  justice;  but  tliat  on  tliis  occasion  you  will 
give  her  an  example  of  magnanimity  by  rising 
superior  to  tlie  passion  or  tlie  panic  of  the  mo- 
ment. If  in  any  ordinary  case,  in  any  ordinary 
time,  you  have  any  reasonable  doubt  of  guilt, 
YOU  are  bound  by  every  |>rinciple  of  law  and  jus- 
tice to  acquit.  But  1 would  advise  you,  at  a. 
time  like  this,  rather  to  be  lavish  than  parsinio- 
iiious  in  the  application  of  that  principle- 'even 
though  you  had  the  strongest  suspicion  his 
culpability,  I would  advise  you  to  acquit— you 
would  shew  your  confidence  inyour  own  strength 
--that  you  felt  your  situation  too  high  to  be  af- 
fected in  the  smallest  degree  by  the  fate  of  so  in- 
significant an  individual;  turn  to  the  miserable 
prisoner  himself— tainted  and  blemished,  as  he 
possibly  tna\"  be— even  him  you  may  retrieve  to 
his  country  and  his  duty  by  a salutary  ctlbrt  of 
Reasonable  magnanimity.  You  will  inspire  him 
With  reverence  for  that  institution,  which  knows 
when  to  spare,  as  well  as  when  to  inflict— -and 
which,  instead  of  sacrifising  him  to  a strong  sus- 
}}icion  of  his  criminality,  is  determined,  not  by 
tlie  belief,  but  by  the  possibility  of  his  innocence, 

, and  dismisses  him  with  indignation  and  contemp- 
tuous mercy. 

Mr,  Kirican  zcas  found  guilty ^ 
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On  the  27th  of  July,  180L 
- Damages  laid  at  J^\0, 000, — Verdict,  £10,000, 

Mr.  CURRAN 

^NeVER  so  clearly  as  in  the  present  instance 
have  I observed  that  safeguard  of  justice,  wliich 
providence  hath  placed  in  the  nature  of  man. 
Such  is  the  imperious  dominion  with  wliich  truth 
and  reason  wave  their  sceptre  over  the  human  in- 
tellect, that  no  solicitations,  however  artful,  no 
talent,  however  commanding,  can  reduce  it  from 
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its  allegiance.  la  proportion  to  the  linmility  of 
our  subinissioii  to  its  rule  do  we  rise  into  some 
faint  emulation  of  that  ineffable  and  presiding  di- 
vinity, whose  characteristic  attribute  it  is — to  be 
coerced  and  bound  by  tlie  inexorable  laws  of  its 
own  nature,  so  as  to  be  all-zvisc  und  all-just  from 
necessity,  rather  than  election.  You  have  seen 
; it  in  the  learned  advocate  wlio  has  preceded  me 

most  peculiarly  and  strikingly  illustrated — you- 
[ ^ have  seen  even  his  great  talents,  perhaps  the  first 

" in  any  country,  languishing  under  a cause  too 
weak  to  ca7'ri/  him,  and  too  heavy  to  be  carried 
by  him.  He  Avas  forced  to  dismiss  his  natural 
candour  and  sincerity,  and,  having  no  merits  in 
his  case,  to  substitute  the  dignity  of  his  own  man- 
ner, the  resources  of  his  own  ingenuity,  over  the 
overwhelming  difficulties  with  which  he  was  sur- 
rounded. Wretched  client ! unhappy  advocate  1 
what  a combination  do  you  form  ! But  such  is 
the  condition  of  guilt — its  commission  mean  and 
tremulous — its  defence  artificial  and  insincere— 
its  prosecution  candid  and  simple — its  condem- 
nation dignified  and  austere.  Such  has  been  the 
defendant’s  guilt^ — ^such  his  defence — such  sliall 
be  my  address, — and  such,  I trust,  your  verdict. 
The  learned  counsel  has  told  you,  that  this  un- 
fortunate woman  is  not  to  be  estimated  at  forty 
thousand  pounds — fatal  and  unquestionable  is  the 
truth  of  this  assertion.  Alas  * gentlemen,  she  is 
ho  longer  worth  any  tiling — faded,  fallen,  de- 
graded, and  disgraced,  she  is  worthless  than  no- 
thing ! 
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tiling!  But  it  is  for  the  honour,  the  hope,  the 
expectation,  the  tenderness,  and  the  comforts 
that  have  been  blasted  by  the  defendant,  and 
have  ded  for  ever,  that  you  are  to  remunerate 
the  plaintiff,  by  the  punishment  of  the  defendant. 
It  is  not  her  present  value  wliich  you  are  to  weigh 
— i)iit  it  is  her  value  at  that  time,  when  she  sat 
basking  in  a husband’s  love,  with  the  blessing  of 
heaven  on  her  head,  and  its  purity  in  her  heart; 
" when  she  sat  amongst  her  family,  and  adminis- 
tered the  morality  of  the  parental  board  : — esti- 
mate that  past  value — compare  it  with  its  pre- 
sent deplorablediminution— and  it  may  lead  you 
to  form  some  judgment  of  the  severity  of  the  in- 
jury, and  the  extent  of  the  compensation. 

The  learned  counsel  has  told  you,  you  ought 
to  be  cautious,  because  your  verdict  cannot  be 
set  aside  for  excess.  The  assertion  is  just,  but 
iias  he  treated  you  fairly  by  its  application  ? His 
cause  would  not  allow  him  to  be  fair— for,  why 
is  the. rule  adopted  in  this  single  action?  Be- 
cause, this  being  peculiarly  an  injiny  to  the  most 
susceptible  of  all  human  feelings— it  leaves  the 
injury  of  the  husband  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
sensibility  of  the  jury,  and  does  not  presume  to 
measure  the  justice  of  their  determination  by 
the  cold  and  chilly  exercise  of  his  own  discretion. 
Jn  any  other  action  it  is  easy  to  calculate.  If 
a tradesman’s  arm  is  cut  off,  you  can  measure 
ihe  loss  which  he  has  sustaizied«--but  the  woimd' 
D of' 
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ot  feeling,  and  the  agony  of  the  heart,  cannot 
be  judged  by  any  standard  with  which  I am  ac- 
quainted. And  you  are  unfairly  dealtwith,  when 
you  are  called  on  to  appreciate  the  present  suf- 
fering of  the  husband  by  the  present  guilt,  de- 
' linquency,  and  degradation  of  his  wife.  As  well 
might  you,  if  called  on  to  give  compensation  to 
a man  for  the  murder  of  his  dearest  friend— >fmd 
tlie  measure  of  his  injury,  by  weighing  the  ashes 
of  the  dead.  But  it  is  not,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  by  weighing  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  that 
you  would  estimate  the  loss  of  the  survivor. 

The  learned  counsel  has  referred  you  to  other 
cases,  and  other  countries,  for  instances  of  mo- 
derate verdicts.  I can  refer  you  to  some  au- 
thentic instances  of  just  ones.  In  tlie  next 
country,  15^000/.  against  a subaltern  olhcer.  In 
7'raversand  M‘Carthvs  5000/.  against  a servant. 
In  Tighe  against  Jones,  10,000/.  against  a man 
not  w orth  a shilling.  What  then  ought  to  be  the 
rule,  where  rank,  and  power,  and  wealth,  and  sta- 
tion, have  combined  to  render  tlie  example  of 
liiscrime  raoredangerous---to  make  hisguilt  more 
i>dioiis— to  make  the  injury  to  the  plaintiff  more 
grievous,  because  more  conspicuous?  I affect  no 
i'evelliiig  familiarity,  when  I speak  of  persons 
ill  the  higher  ranks  of  society— distinctions  ot 
orders  are  necessary,  and  I always  feel  disposetl 
to  treat  them  with  respect- --but  when  it  is  my 
duty  to  speak  of  the  crimes  by  which  they  are 
. degraded. 
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degraded,  lam  not  so  fastidious  as  to  shrink  from 
their  contact,  when  to  touch  them  'is  essential 
to  their  dissection.  In  this  action,  the  condition, 
the  conduct,  and  circumstances  of  the  partj^,  are 
justly  and  peculiarly  the  objects  of  your  consider- 
ation.  Who  are  the  parties?  The  plaintiff,  young, 
amiable,  of  family  and  education.  Oftliegener- 
ons  disinterestedness  of  his  heart  you  can  form 
an  opinion  even  from  the  evidence  of  tlie  defend- 
ant, that  he  declined  an  alliance,  which  would 
have  added  to  his  fortune  and  consideration,  and 
which  he  rejected  for  an  unportioned  union  with 
his  present  wife.  She  too,  at  that  time  young, 
beautiful  and  accom  plished ; and  feeling  her  affec- 
tion fur  her  husband  encrease,  in  proportion  as  she 
remembered  the  ardour  of  his  love,  and  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  sacrifice.  Look  now  to  the  defend- 
ant! — I blush  to  name  him  !— 1 blush  to  name  a 
rank  which  he  has  tarnished— and  a patent  that  he 
has  wwse  than  cancelled.  High  in  the  army— ijig]) 
in  the stat e- — the  hered i tary  counsel  1 o i*  of  t li e k i ng 
—of  wealth  incalculable— and  to  this  last  I ad- 
vert with  an  indignant  and  contemptuous  satisfac- 
tion, because,  as  the  only  instrument  of  liis  guilt 
and  shame,  it  will  be  the  means  of  his  inmishment, 
and  the  source  of  compensation  for  liis  guilt. 

But  let  mecallyourattention  distinctly  to  the 
questions  you  have  to  consider,  d'he  first  is  the 
fact  of  guilt.  Is  this  nohle  lord  guilty  r His  coun- 
sel knew  too  well  how  they  would  have  mortified 
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his  vanity,  had  they  given  the  smallest  reason  to 
doubt  the  splendor  of  his  atchievement.  Against 
any  such  humiliating  suspicion  he  had  taken  the 
most  studious  precaution  by  the  publicity  of  the 
exploit.  And  here,  in  this  court,  and  before  vou 
and  in  the  face  of  the  country,  has  he  the  unpar- 
allelled effrontery  of  disdaining  to  resort  even  to  a 
re;?/e.r5‘/one/'/;7;2orenre— His  guilt  established,  your 
next  question  is,  the  damages  you  should  give. 
You  have  been  told,  that  the  amount  of  the  dam- 
ages should  depend  on  circumstances.  You  will 
consider  these  circumstances,  whether  of  aggra- 
vation or  mitigation.  His  learned  counsel  con- 
tend, that  the  plaintiff  has  been  the  author  of  Ins 
own  suffering,  and  ought  to  receive  no  compensa- 
tion for  the  ill  consequences  of  his  own  conduct. 
In  what  part  of  the  evidence  do  you  find  any 
foundation  for  that  assertion  ? He  indulged  her,  it 
seems,  in  dress — generous  and  attached,  he  pro- 
bably indulged  her  inthatpointbeyond  his  means; 
and  the  defendant  now  hnpuckiitly  calls  on  you 
to  find  an  excuse  for  the  adulterer  in  ihe  fond- 
ness and  liberality  of  the  husband.  But  ^ou  have 
been  told,  that  the  husband  connived.  Odious 
^and  impudent  aggravation  of  injury — to  add  ca- 
lumny to  insult,  and  outrage  to  dishonour.  From 
horn,  but  a man  hackneyed  in  the  paths  of  shame 
and  vice— from  whom,  but  from  a man  ha\ing  no 
compunctions  in  his  own  breast  to  restrain  him, 
could  you  expect  such  brutal  disregard  for  the  feel- 
ings of  others— from  whom,  but  the  cold-blooded 
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veteran  seducer— from  what,  but  from  the  ex*- 
haustedmind— the  habitual  community  withshame 
-—from  what,  but  the  habitual  contempt  of  vir- 
tue and  of  man,  could  you  have  expected  the 
arrogance,  the  barbarity,  and  foil}' of  so  foul— be- 
cause so  false  an  imputation  ? He  should  have  re- 
flected—and  have  blushed,  before  he  suflered  so 
vile  a topic  of  defence  to  have  passed  his  lipsi 
But,  ere  vou  condemn,  let  him  have  the  benefit  of 
the  excuse,  if  the  excuse  be  true.  You  must  have 

observed  how  his  counsel  fluttered  and  vibrated 

b e t wee  n w h at  th  ey  c al  1 ed  c o n n i V a n c e and  i nj  u d i ci  - 
ous  confidence;  and  howg  in  affecting  to  distinguish 
they  have  confounded  them  both  together.- -If 
the  plaintiff  has  connived,  I freely  say  to  you,  do 
not  reward  the  wretch  who  has  prostituted  his 
wife,  and  surrendered  his  own  honour— do  not 
compensate  the  pander  of  his  own  shame,  and  the 
willing  instrument  of  his  owm  infamy.  But  as 
there  is  no  sum  so  low  to  which  such  a defence^ 
if  true,  ought  not  to  reduce  your  verdict,  so 
neither  is  any  so  high  to  which  such  a charge 
ought  not  to  inflame  it,  if  such  a charge  be  false. 
Where  is  the  single  fact  in  this  case'on  which  the 
remotest  suspicion  of  connivance  can  be  hung?— 
Odiously  has  the  defendant  endeavoured  to  make 
the  softest  and  most  amiable  feelings  of  the  heart 
the  pretext  of  his  slanderous  im])utations.  Au 
ancient  and  respectable  prelate,  the  husband  of  bis 
v/ife’s  sister,  chained  down  to  the  bed  of  sickness, 
perhaps  to  the  bed  of  death.  In  that  distressing 
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situation,  mv  client  suffered  tuat  sr.fe 
beater  of  eonsolaiion  to  the  bosom  ot  her 
be  had  not  the  heart  to  refuse  her-and  the 

of  his  nature  is  now  charged  on  h.m  a.  a 
crime  He  is  now  insolently  told,  that  he  con 
nived  at  his  dishonour,  and  that  he  ought  to  have 
foreseen,  that  the  mansion  of  sickness  and  ot  sor- 
oTwould  have  been  made  the  scene  ot  ass.gna- 
Li  and  of  guilt.  On  this  charge  ot  coumyance  1 

cv,llnotfartherwearyyouore:thaustmy^b-I^.U 

add  nothing  more,  than  that  it  is  as  a - - 

mpudeiit--'-  that  in  the  evidence  it  has  not  a colour 
of  ^support ; and  that  by  your  verdict  you  should 
Irk  it  with  reprobation.  The  other  subject, 
namelv,  that  he  was  indiscreet  m his  confidence, 
does  i think,  call  for  some  discussion-for  I trust 
vou  ’see  that  I affect  not  any  address  to  your  pas- 
;ious  bv  which  you  may  be  lead  away  trom  the 
subi^t-- 1 presume  merely  to  seperate  ‘he  pa.nsot 

• ^.increase  andtolavthemitembyitembe- 

vou,  wUh  the  coldness  of  detail,  and  not  with 

d-oce!*  but  fatal  must  we  admit  it  to 

whenwelooktoibeabiisecommitteduponit,  bu 

K rp  the  guilt  of  this  indiscretion  r He  did 

cvhere  wa.  h ^ threshold  as  h.s 

f -Ita  is-“  ">«“  '■’O'-"''’" 

K .‘coUtoci..  my  h.»o.r-andtb,t  .a.. 
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est  than  an  admitted  and  a cherished  guest,  would 
have  respected  the  laws  of  hdliour  and  hos'pitali- 
ty,  and  thy  indiscretion  wasgullt. — Thouthougt- 
est  that  he  would  have  shrunic  from  the  meanness 
and  barbarity  of  requiting  kindness  with  trea- 
chery,—and  thy  indiscretion  was  guilt.’* 

Gentlemen,  what  horrid  alternative  in  the 
treatment  of  wdves  would  such  reasoning  recom- 
mend r Are  they  to  be  immured  by  worse  than 
eastern  barbarity  r Are  their  principles  to  be  de- 
praved, their  passions  sublimated,  every  finer 
motive  of  action  extinguished  by  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  thus  treating  them  like  slaves  ? 
Or  is  a liberal  and  generous  confidence  in  them  to 
be  the  passport  of  the  adulterer,  and  the  justifi- 
cation of  his  crimes? 

Honourably,  but  fatally  for  his  own  repose,  he 
was  neither  jealous,  suspicious,  nor  cruel. — He 
treated  the  defendant  with  the  confidence  of  a 
/fiend— and  bis  wife  with  the  tenderness  of  a hus- 
band.— He  did  leave  to  the  noble  marquis  the  phy- 
sical possibility  of  committing  against  him  the 
greatest  crime  which  can  be  perpetrated  against  a 
iieingof  an  amiable  heart  and  refined  education.— 
In  the  middle  of  the  day,  at  the  moment. of  di- 
vine worship,  when  themiserablehusband.wason 
his  knees,  directing  the  prayers  and  thanksgiving 
of  his  congregation  to  thei;*  God — that  moment 
did  the  remorseless  adulterer  choose  to  carry  oil 
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rhe  deluded  victim  from  her  husbaud — from  her 
child — from  her  character — from  her  happiness, 
—as  if,  not  content  to  leave  his  crime  confined 
to  its  miserable  aggravations,  unless  he  gave  it  a 
cast  and  colour  of  factitious  sacrilege  and  impiety. 
Oh ! how  happy  had  it  been  when  he  arrived  at 
the  bank  of  the  river  with  the  ill-fated  fugitive, 
ere  yet  he  had  committed  her  to  that  boat,  of 
'which,  like  the  fabled  barque  of  Styx,  the  exile 
was  eternal , how  happy  at  that  moment,  so  teem* 
ing  with  misery  and  with  shame,  if  you,  my  lord, 
had  met  him,  and  could  have  accosted  him  in  the 
character  of  tliat  good  genius  which  had  aban- 
doned him.  How  impressively  might  you  have 
pleaded  the  cause  of  the  father,  of  the  child,  of 
the  mother,  and  even  of  the  worthless  defendant 
himself.  You  would  have  said,  “ is  this  the  re- 
quital that  3"oii  are  about  to  make  for  respect  and 
kindness,  and  confidence  in  3mur  honour  ? Can 
3^011  delib'eratel3^  e^^pose  this  v’oung  man  in  the 
bloom  of  life,  with  all  his  hopes  before  iiim  ?— 
Can  v’ou  expose  him,  a wretclied  outcast  from  so- 
ciet3s  to  the  scorn  of  a merciless  world  ? Can  you 
set  him  adrift  upon  the  teVnpestuous  ocean  of  his 
own  passions,  at  this  early  seaspn  when  the3'  are 
most  headstrong;  and  can  you  cut  hhp  out  from 
the'  moorings  of  those  domestic  obligations  by 
wiibse  cable  he  might  ride  at  safety  from  theirtnr- 
b'dlence?  Think  of,  if  yon  can  conceive  it,  what 
a powerful  influence  arises  from  the  sense  of  home, 
li'uin  the  sacred  rdigion  of  the  hearth  in  quelling 


thepassionsj  \n  reclaiaiingthe  wanderings,  incor- 
reeling  the  discords  of  the  human  heart;  do  not 
cruelly  take  from  liim  the  protection  of  these  at- 
tachments. But  if  3’ou  have  no  pit}^  for  the  father, 
havemercy  at  least  upon  his innocentand  helpless 
child ; do  not  condemn  him  to  an  education  scanda- 
lous or  neglected, — do  not  strike  him  into  that  ' 
most  dreadful  of  all  human  conditions,  the  orphan- 
age that  springs  not  from  the  grave,  that  falls  not 
from  the  hand  of  Providence,  or  the  stroke  of  death; 
but  comes  before  its  time,  anticipated  and  inflicted 
by  the  remorseless  cruelty  of  parental  guilt.  For 
the  poor  ’ victim  herself — not  yet  immolated— 
while  yet  balancing  upon  the  pivot  of  her  destiny, 
voiir  heart  could  not  be  cold,  nor  vour  tongue  be 
wordles.  You  would  have  said  to  him,  pause,— 
iny  lord,  while  there  is  yet  a moment  for  redec- 
lion.  What  are  your  motives,  what  your  views, 
what  3mur  prospects  from  what  you  are  about  to 
dor  You  are  a married  man,  the  husband  of  the 
most  amiable  and  respectable  of  women,  you  can- 
not look  tothechance  of  marrying  this  wretched 
fugitive;  between  you  and  such  an  event  there 
are  two  sepulchres  to  pass.  What  are  vour  in- 
ducements? Is  it  love,  think  you?  No, — do  not 
give  that  name  to  any  attraction  you  can  find  in 
the  faded  refuse  of  a violated  bed.  Love  is  a 
noble  and  generous  passion;  it  can  be  founded 
only  on  a pure  and  ardent  friendship,  on  an  ex- 
alted respect,  on  an  implicit  confidence  in  its 
object.  Search  your  heart,  examine  your  judg- 
ment, do  you  find  the  semblance  of  any  one  of 
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these  sentiments  to  bind  you  to  her  ? what  couM 
degrade  a mind  to  \vliich  nature  or  education 
had  given  port  or  stature  or  character,  into  a 
friendship  for  her  ? Could  you  repose  upon  her 
faith  ? Look  in  lier  face,  my  lord,  she  is  at  this 
inomentglvingyouthe  violiUionof  theinost  sacred 
of  human  obligations  as  the  pledge  of  her  fidelity. 
—She  is  giving  you  the  most  irrefragable  prool 
that,  as  she  is  deserting  her  husband  for  you,  so 
slie  would  without  a scruple  abandon  you  for  au^ 
other.  Do  you  ant  icipate  any  pleasure  you  might 
feel  in  the  possible  event  of  your  becoming  the 
parents  of  a common  child  ? She  is  at  this  mo- 
ment proving  to  yon  that  she  is  as  dead  to  the 
sense  of  parental  as  of  con  jugal  obligation  , and 
that  she  would  abandon  3'our  offspring  to-mor- 
row, witli  the  same  facility  with  which  she  now 
deserts  her  own.  Look  then  at  her  conduct,  as 
it  is,  as  the  world  must  behold  it,  blackened  bv" 
every  aggravation  that  can  make  it  either  odious 
or  contemptible,  and  unrelieved  by  a single  cir- 
cumstance of  mitigation,  that  could  palliate  its 
guilt,  or  retrieve  it  from  abhorrence. 

!Mean,  how^e’V'cr,  and  degraded  as  this  woman 
must  be,  she  will  still  (if  you  take  her  with  you) 
have  strong  and  heavy  claims  upon  you. — The 
force  of  such  claims  does  certainly  depend  upon 
circumstances;  before,  therefore,  you  expose  her 
fate  to  the  dreadful  risque  of  your  caprice  or  in- 
gratitude, in  mercy  to  her  weigh  well  the  confi- 
dence she  can  place  in  y^our  future  justice  and 
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honour : at  that  future  time,  much  nearer  than  you 
tfchink,  by  what  topics  can  her  cause  be  pleaded  to 
•a  fated  appetite,  to  an  heart  that  repels  her,  to  a 
judgment  in  which  she  never  could  have  been 
valued  or  respected  ? Here  is  not  the  case  of  an 
unmarried  woman,  with  whom  a pure  and  generous 
friendship  may  insensibly  haveripenedintoamore 
serious  attachment^  until  at  last  her  heart  becan?s 
too  deeply  pledged  to  be  re-assumed;  if  so  circum- 
stanced, without  any  husband  to  betray,  or  child 
to  desert,  or  motive  to  restrain,  except  Avhat  re- 
Sated  solely  to  herself,  her  anxiety  for  your  hap- 
piness made  her  overlook  every  other  considera- 
tion, and  commit  her  history  to  your  honour;  in 
•such  a case,  (the  strongest  and  the  highest  that 
Qian’s  imagination  can  suppose) ; in  whicii  you  at 
4east  conk]  see  nothing  but  themost  noble  and  dis- 
interested sacrkice ; in  which  you  con  Jd  find  noth- 
ing but  wbat  claimed  from  you  the  mosit  iind  and 
rcxalted  sentimentoi  tenderness,  and  devofiiOia,,  and 
respect ; and  in  which  the  most  fastidious  rigom’ 
would  find  so  much  more  subject  for  sympathy 
than  blame : — Let  me  ask  you,  could  you,  even 
in  that  case,  answer  for  your  own  justice  and  gra- 
titude? I do  not  allude  to  thelong  and  pitiful  cata- 
logue of  paltry  adverrtures,  in  whichit  seems  your 
time  has  been  employed. — The  coarse  and  vulgar 
succession  of  casual  connexions,  joyless,  loveless 
and  uncndeared  : but  do  you  not  find  upon  your 
memory  some  trace  of  an  engagement  of  the 
.character  I have  sketched  ?— Has  not  your  sense 
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of  what  you  would  owe  in  such  a case,  and 
sucli  a woman,  been  at  least  once  put  to  the  test  of 
experuiient?  Has  it  not  once  at  least  happened 
that  such  a woman,  with  all  the  resolution  of  strong 
faith,  dung  her  youth,  her  hope,  her  beauty,  her 
talent,  upon  your  bosom,  weighed  you  against  the 
world,  which  she  found  but  a feather  in  the  scale, 
and  took  you  asan  equivalent?  How  did  you  then . 
acquit  yourself?  Didyouproveyourself  vvorthy  of 
the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  you  r Did  your  spirit 
so  associate  with  hers,  as  to  leave  her  no  room  to 
regret  the  splendid  and  disinterested  sacrifice  she 
had  made  r Did  her  soul  find  a pillow  in  the  tender- 
ness of  yours,  and  support  in  its  firmness?  Did 
you  preserve  her  high  in  your  own  consciousness, 
proud  inyour  admirationandfriendship,and  happy 
in  your  aftection  ? You  might  have  so  acted,  and 
the  man  that  was  worthy  of  her  would  have  perished 
rather  than  not  so  act,  as  to  make  her  delighted 
with  having  confided  so  sacred  a trust  to  his  honor 
—Did  you  so  act?  Did  she  feel  that,  how^ever  pre- 
cious to  your  heart,  she  was  still  more  exalted  and 
honoured  in  your  reverence  and  respect?  Or  did 
she  find  you  coarse  and  paltry,  fluttering  and  un- 
purposed, unfeeling,  and  ungrateful  ? You  found 
her  a fair  and  blushing  flower,  its  beauty  and  its 
fragrance  bathed  in  the  dews  of  heaven.  Did  you 
so  tenderly  transplant  it,'as  to  preserve  that  beauty 
and  fragrance  unimpaired?  Or  did  you  so  rudely 
cut  it,  as  to  interrupt  its  nutriment,  to  waste  its 
sweetness,  to  blast  its  beauty,  to  bow  down  its 
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faded  and  sickly  head  ? And  did  you  at  last  fling 
it  like  ‘‘ a loathsome  weed  away?”  If-then  to 
such* a woman,  so  clothed  with  every  title  that 
could  ennoble,  and  exalt,  and  endear  her  to  the 
heart  of  man,  you  would  be  cruelly  and  capri- 
ciously deficient,  how  can  a wretched  fugitive 
like  this,  in  every  point  her  contrast,  hope  to 
find  you  just?  Send  her  then  away.  Send  her 
back  to  her  home,  to  her  child,  to  her  husband, 
to  herself.”  Alas,  there  was  none  to  hold  such 
language  to  this  noble  defendant;  he  did  not  hold 
it  to  himself.  But  he  paraded  liis  despicable 
prize  in  his  own  carriage,  with  his  own  retinue, 
his  own  servants — this  veteran  Paris  hawked  his 
enamoured  Helen  from  this  western  quarter  of 
the  island  to  a sea  port  in  the  eastern,  crowned 
with  the  acclamations  of  a senseless  and  grinning 
rabble,  glorying  and  delighed,  no  doubt,  in  the 
leering  and  scoffing  admiration  of  grooms  and 
ostlers,  and  waiters,  as  he  passed. 

In  this  odious  contempt  of  every  personal  feel- 
ing, of  public  opinion,  of  common  humanitjg 
did  he  parade  this  woman  to  the  sea  port,  whence 
he  transported  his  precious  cargo  to  a country, 
where  her  example  may  be  less  mischievous  than 
in  her  own;  where  1 agree  with  my  learned  col- 
league in  heartily  wishing  he  may*  remain  with  '' 
her  for  ever.  We  are  too  poor,  too  simple,  too 
unadvanced  a country,  for  the  example  of  such 
atchievements.  When  the  relaxation  of  morals  is 
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the  natural  growtluand  consequence  of  the  great 
progress  of  arts  and  wealth,  it  is  accompanied 
by  a refinement,  that  makes  it  less  gross  and 
shocking:  but  for  such  palliations  we  are  at  least 
a century  too  young.  I advise  you,  therefore, 
most  earnestly  to  rebuke  this  budding  mischief, 
by  letting  the  wholesome  vigour  and  chastise- 
ment of  a liberal  verdiqt  speak  what  you  think 
of  its  enormity.  In  every  point  of  view  in  which 
I can  look  at  the  subject,  I gee  you  are  called 
upon  to  give  a verdict  of  bold,  and  just,  and  in- 
dignant, and  exemplary  compensation.  The  in- 
jur v of  the  plaintiff  demands  it  from  your  justice; 
the  delinquency  of  the  defendant  provokes  it  by 
its  enormity.  The  rank  on  which  he  has  relied 
for  impunity  calls  upon  you  to  tell  him,  that 
crime  does  not  ascend  to  the  rank  of  the  perpe- 
trator, but  the  perpetrator  sinks  from  his  rank, 
and  descends  to  the  level  of-  his  delinquency. 
The  style  and  mode  of  his  defence  is  a gross  ag- 
gravation of  his  conduct,  and  a gross  insult  upon  " 
you.  Look  upon  the  different  subjects  of  his 
defence  as  you  ought,  and  let  him  profit  by  them 
as  he  deserves^  vainly  presumptuous  upon  his  rank 
he  wishes  to  overawe  you  by  the  despicable  con- 
sideration. He  next  resorts  to  a cruel  aspersion 
upon  the  character  of  the  unhappy  plaintiff,  whom 
he  had  already  wounded  beyond  the  possibility 
of  reparation  ; he  has  ventured  to  charge  him 
with, connivance : as  to  that,  1 will  only  say,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  iurv,  do  not  "ive  this  vain  boaster 
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a pretext  for  saying,  tliat  if  her  husband  connived 
in  the  offence,  the  jury  also  connived  in  the  re- 
paration. But  he  has  pressed  another  curious 
topic  upon  you.  After  the  plaintift  had  cause  to 
suspect  his  designs,  and  the  likelihood  of  their 
being  fatally  successful,  he  did  not  then  act  pre- 
cisely as  he  ought.  Gracious  God,  what  an  ar- 
gument for  him  to  dare  to  advance  ! It  is  saying 
this  to  him:  ‘‘  1 abused  your  confidence,  your 
hospitality ; la  laid  a base  plan  for  the  seduction 
of  the  wife  of  you  bosom  ; I succeeded  at  last,  so 
as  to  throw  in  upon  you  that  most  dreadful  of 
all  suspicions  to  a man  fondly  attached,  proud  of 
his  wife’s  honour,  and  trembling  alive  to  his 
own  ; that  you  were  possibly  a dupe  to  the  con- 
fidence in  the  wife,  as  much  as  in  the  guest : in 
this  so  pitiable  distress,  which  I myself,  had  stu- 
diously and  deliberately  contrived  for  you,  be- 
tween hope  and  fear,  and  doubt  and  love,  and 
jealousy  and  shame ; one  moment  shrinking  from 
the  cruelty  of  your  suspicion  ; the  next,  fired 
with  indignation  at  the  facility  and  credulity  of 
your  acquittal ; in  this  labyrinth  of  doubt,  in 
this  phrensy  of  suffering,  you  were  not  collected 
and  composed ; you  did  not  act  as  you  might 
have  done,  if  I had  not  worked  you  to  madness ; 
and  upon  that  very  madness  which  I have  inflict- 
ed upon  you,  upon  the  very  completion  of  my 
guilt,  and  of  your  misery,  I will  build  my  de-* 
fence.  \oii  will  iiotact  critically  right,  and  there- 
fore are  unworthy  of  compensation.”  Gentlemen, 
can  you  be  dead  to  the  remorseless  atrocity  of 
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such  a defence  ! And  shall  not  your  honest  ver- 
dict mark  it  as  it  deserves  ? But  let  me  go  a little 
further  j let  me  ask  you,  for  I confess  I have  no 
distinct  idea,  of  what  should  be  the  conduct  of 
an  husband  so  placed,  and  who  is  to  act  criti- 
cally right?  Shall  he  lock  her  up,  or  turn  her 
out,  or  enlarge  or  abridge  her  liberty  of  acting 
as  she  pleases  r Oh,  dreadful  Areopagus  of  the 
tea-table!  how  formidable  thy  inquests,  how  tre- 
mendous thy  condemnations ! I n the  first  case  he 
is  brutal  and  barbarous,  an  odious  eastern  despot. 
In  the  next;  what ! turn  an  innocent  woman  out 
of  his  house,  without  evidence  or  proof,  but  mere- 
ly because  he  is  vile  and  mean  enough  to  sus- 
pect the  wife  of  his  bosom,  and  the  mother  of  his 
child  ! Between  these  extremes,^  what  interme- 
diate degree  is  he  to  adopt  ? I put  this  question 
tojmuatthismomeut, — uninfluenced  byany  pas- 
sion as  you  now  are,  but  cool  and  collected,  and 
uninterested  as  you  must  be,  do  you  see  clearly, 
this  proper  and  exact  line,  vrhich  the  plaintifT 
should  have  pursued  ? I must  question  if  you  do. 
But  if  you  did  or  could,  must  you  not  say,  that 
he  was  the  last  man  from  whom  you  should  ex- 
pect the  coolness  to  discover,  or  the  steadiness  to 
pursue  it  ? And  yet  this  is  the  outrageous  and  in- 
solent defence  that  is  put  forward  to  you.  My 
miserable  client,  when  his  brain  was  on  fire,  and 
every  fiend  /of  hell  was  let  loose  upon  bis  heart, 
he  should  then,  it  seems,  have  placed  himself  be- 
fore his  mirror,  he  should  have  taught  the  stream 
of  agony  to  flow  decorously  down  his  forehead ; 
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lie  should  have  composed  his  features  to  liar-? 
mony  ; he  should  iiave  writhed  with  grace,  and 
groaned  in  melody.  Bur  look  fartiicr  to  this  no- 
ble defendant,  and  his  honourable  defence ; the 
wretched  woman  is  to  be  successively  the  victiin 
of  seduction,  and  of  slander.  She  it  seems  re- 
ceived marked  attentions — here,  I confess,  1 felt 
myself  not  a little  at  a loss.  The  witnesses  could 
not  describe  what  these  marked  attentions  were, 
or  are.  They  consisted,  not,  if  you  believe  the 
witness  that  swore  to  them,  in  any  personal  ap- 
proach, or  contact  whatsoever — nor  in  any  un- 
warrantable topics  of  discourse.  Of  what  mate- 
rials then  were  they  composed  ? Why,  it  seems, 
a gentleman  had  the  insolence  at  table  to  pro- 
pose to  her  a glass  of  v/ine,  and  she,  oh  most 
abandoned  lady  1 instead  of  flying  like  an  angry 
parrot  at  his  head,  and  besmirching  and  be- 
scratching  him  for  his  insolence,  tamely  and 
basely  replies,  ‘ port,  sir,  if  you  please.'  But, 
gentiemeii,  why  do  1 advert  to  this  folly,  this  non- 
sense.^ Not  surely  to  vindicate  from  censure  the 
most  innocent,  and  the  most  delightful  inter- 
course of  social  kindnes,  or  harmless  and  chear- 
ful  courtesy — “ where  virtue  is,  these  are  most 
virtuous.”  But  I am  soliciting  your  attention, 
and  your  feeling,  to  the  mean  and  odious  aggra- 
vation— to  the  unblusliing  and  remorseless  bar- 
barity,  of  falsely  aspersing  the  wretched  woman 
he  had  undone.  One  good  he  has  done,  he  has 
disclosed  to  you  the  point  In  which  he  can  feel ; 
for  how  imperious  must  that  avarice  be,  which 
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could  resort  to  so  vile  an  expedient  of  frugality  ? 
Yes,  I will  say,  that  with  the  common  feelings  of 
a man,  he  would  have  rather, suftered  his  thirty 
thousand  a year  to  go  as  compensation  to  the 
plaintiff,  than  saved  a shilling  of  it  by  so  vile  an 
expedient  of  economy.  He  would  rather  have 
starved  with  her  in  a goal,  he  would  rather  have 
sunk  with  her  into  the  ocean,  than  have  so  vilified 
her, — than  have  so  degraded  himself.  But  it 
seems,  gentlemen,  and  indeed  you  have  been 
told,  that  long  as  the  course  of  his  gallantries  has 
been,  and  he  has  grown  grey  in  the  service,  it  is 
the  first.time  he  has  been  called  upon  for  damages 
—To  how  many  might  it  have  been  fortunate,  if 
he  bad  not  that  impunity  to  boast  r Your  verdict 
^vl\\y  I trust,  put  an  end  to  that  encouragement 
to  guilt,  that  is  built  upon  impunity — the  devil  it 
seems  has  saved  the  noble  marquis  harmless  in 
the  past;  but  your  verdict  will  tell  him  the  term 
of  that  indemnity  is  expired,  that  his  old  friend 
and  banker  has  no  more  effects  in  his  hands,  and 
that  if  he  draws  any  more  upon  him,  he  must 
pay  his  own  bills  himself.  You  will  do  much 
good  by  doing  so;  you  may  not  enlighten  his 
conscience,  nor  touch  his  heart,  but  his  frugality 
will  understand  the  hint.  It  will  adopt  the  pru- 
dence of  age,  and  deter  him  from  pursuits,  in 
which,  though  he  may  be  insensible  of  shame, 
he  will  not  be  regardless  of  expense.  You  will 
do  more,— you  will  not  only  punish  him  in  his 
tender  point,  but  you  will  weaken  him  in  his 
Strong  one,  his  money.  We  have  lieard  much 
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of  this  noble  lord’s  Aveallh,  and  much  of  his 
exploits,  but  not  much  ofhis  accomplishments  or 
his  wit.  I know  not  that  his  verses  have  soared  even 
to  the  poet’s  corner.  I have  heard  it  said,  that  an 
ass  laden  with  gold  could  find  his  way  through  the 
gate  of  the  strongest  city.  But,  gentlemen,  lighten 
the  load  upon  his  back,  and  you  will  completely 
curtail  the  mischievous  faculty  of  a grave  animal 
whose  momentum  lies,  not  in  his  agility,  but  his 
weight,  not  in  the  quantity  of  motion,  but  the 
quantity  of  his  matter.  There  is  another  ground, 
on  which  you  are  called  upon  to  give  most  liberal 
damages,  and  that  has  been  laid  by  the  unfeeling 
vanity  of  the  defendant.  This  business  has  been 
marked  by  the  most  elaborate  publicity.  It  is 
very  clear  that  he  has  been  allured  by  the  glory  of 
" the  chace,  and  not  the  value  of  tiie  game.  The 
poor  object  of  his  pursuit  could  be  of  Jio  value  to 
him,  or  he  could  not  have  so  wantonly,  andcruclljg 
and  unnecessarily  abused  her.  He  might  easily 
have  kept  this  uniiappyintercoursean  unsuspected 
secret.  Even  if  he  wished  for  her  elopement,  he 
might  easily  have  so  contrived  it,  that  tiie  place  of 
her  retreat  would  be  profoundly  undiscoverable ; 
yet,  though  even  the  expense,  a point  so  tender  to 
his  delicate  sensibility,  of  concealing,  could  not 
be  a oite  fortieth  of  the  cost  of  j)ublishing  her, 
his  vanity  decided  him  in  favour  of  glory  and  pub- 
licity. By  that  election  he  has  in  fact  put  for- 
ward the  Irish  nation,  and  its  character,  so  often 
and  so  variously  calumniated,  upon  its  trial  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  enipire^  and  your  verdict  will 

this 
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this  clay  decide,  tvhether  an  Irish  jury  can  feel 
U'ith  justice,  and  spirit,  upon  a subject  that  in- 
volves conjugal  affection  and  comfort,  domestic 
honour  and  repose — the  certainty  of  issue — the 
weight  of  public  of  opinion — the  gilded  and  pre- 
sumptuous criminality  of  overweening  rank  and 
station.  I doubt  not,  bat  he  is  at  this  moment  re- 
clined on  a silken  sopha,  anticipating  that  sub- 
/ missive  and  modest  verdict,  by  which  you  will  lean 

gently  on  his  errors;  and  expecting  from  your 
patriotism,  no  doubt,  thaty  ou  will  think  again,  and 
again,  before  you  condemn  any  great  portion  of 
the  immense  revenue  of  a great  absentee,  to  be  de- 
tained in  the  nation  that  produced  it,  instead  of 
being  transmitted,  as  it  ought,  to  be  expended  in 
the  splendour  of  another  country.  He  is  now'  pro- 
bably waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  report  of  this 
day,  which  I understand,  a famous  note-taker  has 
been  sent  hither  to  collect.  ( Let  not  the  gentle- 
man be  disturbed.)  Gentlemen,  letmeassureyou, 
it  is  more,  much  more  the  trial  of  you,  than  of  the 
noble  marquis,  of  which  this  imported  recorder 
is  at  this  moment  collecting  the  materials.  . His 
noble  employer  is  now  expecting  a report  to  the 
following  effect:  Such  a day  came  on  to  be 

tried  at  Ennis,  by  a special]  urv,  the  cause  of  Char- 
les Massy  against  the  most  noble,  the  marquis  of 
Headfort.  It  appeared,  that  the  plaintiff’s  wdfe 
was  young,  beautiful,  and  captivating.  Tlie 
plaintiff  himself,  a person,  fond  of  this  beautiful 
creature  to  distraction,  and  both  doating  on  their 
child;  but  the  noble  marquis  approached  her,  the 
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plume  of  glory  nodded  on  his  head.  Not  the  god- 
dess Minerva,  but  the  goddess  Venus  had  lighted 
n|)  liis  casque,  the  fire  that  never  tires — such  as 
many  a lady  gay  had  been  dazzled  with  before.” 

At  the  first  advance  she  trembled,  at  the  second 
she  struck  to  the  redoubted  son  of  Mars,  and 
pupil  of  Venus.  The  jury  saw  it  was  not  his  fault ; 

{it  was  an  Irish  jury)  they  felt  conipassioii  for  the 
tcndernessof  the  mother’s  heart,and  for  thewarmth 
of  the  lover’s  passion.  The  juiy  saw  on  the  one 
side,  a young,  entertaining  gallant,  on  the  other, 
a beauteous  creature,  of  charms  irresistible.  Tliej'* 
recollected,  that  Jupiter  had  been  always  suc- 
cessful in  hisamours,  although  Vulcan  had  not  al- 
ways escaped  some  awkward  accidents.  The  jiiiy 
was  composed  of  fathers,  brotliers,  husbands— but 
,lhey  had  not  the  vulgar  jealousy,  that  views  little  ? 
things  of  that  sort  with  rigour,  and  wishing  to  as- 
similate their  country  in  every  respect  to  England 
now  that  they  are  united  to  it,  they,  like  English 
gentlemen,  returned  to  their  box  with  a verdict  of 
six  pence  damages  and  six  pence  costs,”  Let  this 
be  sent  to  England.  I promise  you,  your  odious 
secret  will  not  be  kept  better  than  that  of  the 
, wretched  iMrs.  Massy.  There  is  not  a bawdj*^ 
chronicle  in  London,  in  which  the  epitaph  which 
you  would  have  written  on  yourselves  will  not  be 
published,  and  our  enemies  will  delight  in  the 
spectacle  of  our  precocious  depravity,  in  seeing 
that  we  can  be  rotten  belore  we  are  ripe.  I do 
not  suppose  it,  1 do  not,  cannot,  will  not  believe 
it;  I willnotharrowvipmyselfwiththeanticipated 
apprehension,  Therc 
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ThERK  is  another  eonsideration,  gentlemen, 
which  I think  most  imperious! demands  even  a 
vindictive  award  of  exemplary  damages — and  that 
is  the  breach  of  hospitality.  To  ns  peculiarly 
does  it  belong  to  avenge  the  violation  of  its  altar.  ^ 
The  hospitality  of  other  countries  is  a matter  of 
necessity  or  convention,  in  savage  nations  of  the 
first,  in  polished,  of  the  latter  ; but  the  hospitality 
of  an  Irishman  is  not  the  running  account  of  post- 
ed and  ledgered  courtesies,  as  in  other  countries; 
—it  springs  like  all  his  qualities,  his  faults,  his 
virtues — directlj^  from  his  heart.  The  heart  of  an 
Irishman  is  by  nature  bold,  and  he  confides;  it 
is  tender,  and  he  loves;  it  is  generous,  and  be 
gives  ; it  is  social,  and  he  is  hospitable.  This 
sacrilegious  intruder  has  profaned' tlie  religion  of 
that  sacred  altar  so  elevated  in  oar  worship,  so 
jjrccious  to  our  devotion ; and  it  is  our  privilege 
to  avenge  the  crime.  Yon  must  citlier  pull  down 
the  altar,  and  abolish  the  worsliip,  or  you  must 
presGsve  its  sanctity  undebased.  There  is  no  aT- 
ternativc  between  the  universal  exclusion  of  all 
mankind  from  your  threshold,  and  the  most  ri- 

j 

gorons  punishment  of  him'who  is  admitted  and 
betrays.  This  defendant  has  been  so  trusted,  has 
so  betrayed,  and  you  ought  to  make  him  a most 
signal  example. 

GentT-EMEN,  I am  the  more  disposed  to  feel 
the  strongest  indignation  and  abhorrence  at  this 
ochions  conduct  of  the  defendant,  when  I consider 
the  deplorable  condition  to  which  he  has  reduced 

the 
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the  plaintiff,  and  perhaps  the  still  more  deplorable 
one  that  he  has  in  prospect  before  him.  What  a 
progress  has  he  to  travel  through,  before  he  can 
attain  the  peace  and  tranquillity  which  he  has  lost? 
How  like  the  wounds  of  the  body  are  those  of  the 
mindl  how  burning  the  fever!  how  painful  the 
suppuration!  how  slow,  how  hesitating,  how  re- 
lapsing the  process  to  convalescence  ? Through 
what  a variety  of  suffering,  what  new  scenes  and 
changes,  must  my  unhappy  client  pass,  ere  he 
canre-attain,  should  he  ever  re-attain,  that  health 
of  soul  of  which  he  has  been  despoiled  by  the 
cold  and  deliberate  machinations  of  this  practised 
and  gilded  seducer  ? If,  instead  of  drawing  up- 
on his  incalculable  wealth  for  a scanty  retribu- 
tion, you  were  to  stop  the  progress  of  his  despi- 
cable atchievements  by  reducing  him  to  actual 
poverty,  you  could  not  even  so  punish  him  be- 
yond the  scope  of  his  offence,  nor  reprise  the 
plaintiff  beyond  the  measure  of  his  suffering. 
Let  me  remind  you,  that  in  this  action,  the  law 
not  only  empowers  you,  but  that  its  policy  com- 
mands you,  to  consider  the  public  example,  as 
well  as  the  individual  injury,  when  you  adjust 
the  amount  of  your  verdict.  I confess  I am 
most  anxious  that  you  should  acquit  yourselves 
worthily  upon  this  important  occasion.  I am 
addressing  you  as  fathers,  husbands,  brothers. 
I am  anxious  that  a leeling  of  those  high  rela- 
tions should  enter  into,  and  give  dignity  to  your 
verdict.  But  I confess,  I feel  a ten-fold.solici- 
S G tude 
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tudewheni  remember  that  I am  addressing  you 
as  my  countrymen,  as  Irishmen,  whose  charac- 
.ters  as  jurors,  as  gentlemen,  must  find  either  ' 
honour  or  degradation  in  the  result  of  your  de- 
cision. Small  as  must  be  the  distributive  share 
of  that  national  estimation,  that  can  belong  to  so 
unimportant  an  individual  as  myself,  yet  I do 
own  I am  tremblingly  solicitous  for  his  fate. 
Perhaps  it  appears  of  more  value  to  me,  because 
it  is  embarked  on  the  same  bottom  with  yours  ; 
perhaps  the  community  of  peril,  of  common  safe- 
ty, or  common  wreck,  gives  a consequence  to 
my  share  of  the  risque,  which  1 could  not  be 
vain  enough  to  give  it,  if  it  were  not  raised  to 
it  by  that  mutuality.  But  why  stoop  to  think 
at  all  of  myself,  when  I know  that  you,  gentle- 
men of  the  jury,  when  I know  that  our  country 
itself  are  my  clients  on  this  day,  ^and  must  abide 
the  alternative  of  honour,  or  of  infamy,  as  you 
, shall  decide.  But  I will  not  despond,  1 will  not 
dare  to  despond.  J have  every  trust,  and^hope, 
and  confidence  in  you.  And  to  that  hope  I will 
add  my  most  fervent  prayer  to  the  God  of  all  • 
truth  and  justice,  that  you  maj^  so  decide,  as  to 
preserve  to  yourselves  while  you  live,  the  most 
delightful  of  all  recollections,  that  of  acting 
justly,  and  to  transmit  to  your  children  the  most 
precious  of  all  inheritances,  the  memory  of  your 
virtue. 


An 


An  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  In  England  In  the  year  1 804, 
which  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  20th  July  that  year,  w hich 
w'as  entitled,  to  be  an  act  to  render  more  easy  the  apprehending 
and  bringing  to  trial,  offenders  escaping  from  one  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  to  the  other,  and  also  from  one  country  to  an-; 
other. 

The  fourth  section  of  which  is  as  follows,  on  the  construction 
of  w hich  section  the  argument  in  the  court  of  exchequer  arose  : 

And,  for  remedy  of  the  like  inconvenieney  by  the  escape  into 
Ireland  of  persons  guilty  of  crimes  in  England  or  Scotland  res- 
pectively, be  it  further  enacted,  that,  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  August,  ISOJ,  if  any  person  or  persons, 'against  whom  a 
warrant  shall  be  issued  by  any  of  the  judges  of  his  majesty’s 
court  of  king’s  bench,  or  of  the  courts  of  great  sessions  in  Wales, 
or  any’’  justice  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  gaol  delivery,  or  aiy 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  any’’  county^  stewartry,  riding, 
division,  city,  liberty,  town,  or  place,  VAithin  or  5cor- 

lar/d  respectively,  or  other  persons  having  authority  to  issue  the 
same  within  England  or,  Scotland  respectively,  for  any’’  crime  or 
offence  against  the  laws  of  England  or  Scotland  respectively% 
shall  escape,  go  into,  reside,  or  be  in  any  place  of  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place  in  Ireland, 
W’hitber  or  where  such  person  or  persons  shall  escape,  go  into, 
or  reside,  or  be,  to  indorse  his  name  on  such  warrant,  which 
warrant  so  indorsed  shall  be  a sufficient  authority'  to  the  person  or 
persons  bringing  such  warrant,  and  to  all  persons  to  whom  such 
w'arrant  was  originally  directed,  and  also  to  all  sheriff’s  officers, 
constables,  and  other  peace  cflicers,  of  flic  county  or  place  in 
V Ireland  wdiere  such  w’arrant  shall  be  so  indorsed,  to  execute  the 
said  warrant  in  the  county  or  place  in  Ireland  where  it  is  so  in- 
dorsed, ly  apprehending  the  person  or  persons  against  whom 
such  warrant  may  be  granted,  and  to  convey  him,  her,  or  them 
by  the  most  direct  wav',  into  England  or  Seotland  respectively, 
and  before  one  ol  t he  justices  of  peace  of  the  county'  or  siew  art- 
ry,  in  England  or  Scotland  respectively',  living  near  the  place 
and  in  the  county  where  he,  she,  or  they  sliall  arrive  and  land, 
which  justice  of  peace  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
proceed  with  regard  to  such  person  or  persons  as  if  sucti  person 
or  persons  had  been  legally  apprehended  in  the  said  county'  or 
stewartry  of  England  or  respectively'. 
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SPEECH 

, OP 

JOHN  PHILPOT  CURRAN,  Esq, 
IN  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  KING 

AGAINST  THE 

Hon.  Mr.  JUSTICE  JOHNSON, 

IN  THE 

COURT  OF  EXCHEQUER, 

DUBLIN,  FEBRUARY  4th,  1805. 


Mr.  CURRAN 
My  Lords, 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  either  fortunately,  or  un- 
fortunately,  as  theevent  may  be,  to  rise  as  counsel 
for  my  client  on  this  most  important  and  moment* 
ous  occasion.  I appear  before  you,  my  lords,  in* 
consequence  of  a writ  issued  by  hismajesty,  com- 
manding that  cause  be  shewn  to  this  his  court  why 
his  subject  has  been  deprived  of  his  liberty  ; and 
upon  the  cause  shewn  in  obedience  to  this  writ,  it 
is  my  duty  to  address  you  on  the  most  awful  ques- 
tion, if  awfuluess  is  to  be  judged  by  consequences 

and 


and  events,  on  which  you  have  been  ever  called 
upon  to  decide.  Sorry  am  I that  the  task  has  not 
been  confided  to  more  adequate  powers;  but,  fee- 
ble as  they  are,  they  will  at  least  not  shrink  from 
it.  I move  you  therefore  that  Mr.  justice  John- 
son be  released  from  illegal  imprisonment 

I CANNOT  but  observe  the  sort  of  scenic  prepa- 
ration with  which  this  sad  drama  is  sought  to  be 
brought  forward.  In  part  I approve  it;  in  part 
it  excites  my  disgust  and  indignation,  I am  glad 
to  find  thatthe  attorney  and  solicitor  general,  the 
natural  and  official  prosecutors  for  the  state,  do 
not  appear  ; and  I infer  from  their  absence,  that 
his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  disclaims  any 
personal  concern  in  this  execrable  transaction. 

I thipk  it  does  him  much  honour;  it  is  a conduct 
that  equally  agrees  with  the  dignity  of  his  cha- 
racter and  the  feelings  of  his  heart.  To  his  pri- 
vate virtues,  whenever  he  isleft  to  their  influence, 

I willingly  concur  in  giving  the  most  unqualified 
tribute  of  respect.  And  I do  firmly  believe,  it 
is  with  no  small  regret  that  he  suffers  his  name 
to  be  even  formally  made  use  of,  in  avowing  for 
a return  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  land,  with  as 
much  indifference  and  nonchalance  as  if  he  were 
a beast  of  the  plough.  I observe  to,  the  dead 
silence  into  which  the  public  is  frowned  by  au- 
thority for  the  sad  occasion.  No  man  dares  to 
mutter;  no  newspaper  dares  to  whisper  that  such 
a question  is  afloat.  It  seems  an  enquiry  among 
the  tombs,  or  rather  in  the  shades  beyond  them. 

lb  ant 
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Ibanl  sold  sub  node  per  umbram. 

I am  glad  it  is  so — I am  glad  of  this  factitious  , 
(lunibiiess;  for  if  aiiirmurs  dared  to  become  audi- 
ble, my  voice  would  be  too  feeble  to  drown  themj 
but  when  all  is  liusbed— when  nature  sleeps— 

• Cum  quies  mortalibus  cegris, 

the  weakest  voice  is  heard— the  shepherd's  whis- 
tle shoots  across  the  listening  darkness  of  the  in- 
terminable heath,  and  gives  notice  that  the  wolf 
is  upon  his  walk,  and  the  same  gloom  and  still- 
ness that  tempt  the  monster  to  come  abroad,  fa- 
ciliate  the  communication  of  the  warning  to  be- 
ware. Yes,  through  that  silence  the  voice  shall 
be  heard ; yes,  through  that  silence  the  shepherd 
shall  be  put  upon  his  guard  ; yes,  through  that 
silence  shall  the  felon  savage  be  chaced  into  the 
toil.  Yes,  my  lords,  I feel  nn^self  cheered  and- 
im pressed  by  the  composed  and  dignified  atten- 
tion with  which  I see  you  are ‘disposed  to  hear  me 
on  the  most  important  question  that  has  ever 
been  subjected  to  your  consideration  ; the  most 
important  to  the  dearest  rights  of  the  human  be- 
ing; the  most  deeply  interesting  and  animating 
that  can  beat  in  his  heart,  or  burn  upon  his 
tongue*— Oh  ! how  recreating  is  it  to  feel  that  oc- 
casions ma}-  arise  in  which  the  soul  of  man  may 
resume  her  pretensions;  in  which  she  hears  the 
voice  of  nature  whisper  to  her,  os  homini  sublime 
dedi Ccelumque  tueri ; in  which  even  I can  look  up 
with  calm  security  to  the  court,  and  down  with 

the 
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tile  most  profound  contempt  upon  the  reptile  I 
mean  to  tread  upon ! Isaj,  reptile  j because,  when 
the  proudest  man  in  society  becomes  so  the  dupe 
of  his  childish  malice,  as  to  wish  to  inflict  on  the 
object  of  his  vengeance  the  poison  of  his  sting, 
to  do  a reptile’s  work  he  must  shrink  into  a rep- 
tile s dimension ; and  so  shrunk,  the  only  way  to 
assail  him  is  to  tread  upon  him.  But  to  the  sub- 
ject this  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  had  a re- 
turn. That  return  states,  that  lord  Ellenboroimh 
chief  justiceof  England,  issued  a warrant  recitino- 
the  foundation  of  this  di.smal  transaction  : tha't 
one  oi  the  clerks  of  the  crown-office  had  certified 
to  him,  that  an  indictment  had  been  found  at 
Westminster,  charging  the  lion.  Robert  Johnson 
Jate  of  Westminster,  one  of  the  justices  of  Ifi^ 
majesty  s court  of  common  pleas  in  Ireland 
•with  the  publication  of  certain  slanderous  libels 
against  the  government  of  that  country  j against 
the  person  of  his  excellency  lord  Hardwicke, 

ft  I ^ ^ against  the  per- 

son  of  lord  Rede.sdale,  the  cliancellor  of  Ireland  ■ 
and  against  the  person  of  Mr.  justice  Osborne’ 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  kim^’s-b-ndi 
m Ireland.  One  of  the  clerks  of  the  crown-oi:. 
fice,  ,t  seems,  certified  all  this  to  his  lordship 
How  many  of  those  there  are,  or  who  they  are 
or  which  of  them  so  certified,  we  cannot  pre- 
sume to  guess,  because  the  learned  and  noble 
lord  IS  silent  as  to  those  circumstances  We  are 
only  informed  that  one  of  them  made  that  im- 
portant 
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portaiit  communication  to  his  lordship.  It  puts 
me  in  mind  of,  the  information  given  to  one  of 
Fielding’s  justices  : did  not,*^  says  his  worship’s 
wife,  “ the  man  with  the  valet  make  his  Jidavy 
that  you  was  avagram  I suppose  it  was  some 
such  petty  bag  officer  who  gave  lord  Ellenborough 
to  understand  that  Mr.  justice  Johnson  was  in- 
dicted. And  being  thus  given  to  understand  and 
be  informed,  he  issued  his  warrant  to  a gentle- 
man, no  doul^t  of  great  respectability,  a Mr. 
Williams,  his  tipstaff,  to  take  the  body  of  Mr. 
justice  Johnson  and  bring  him  before  a magis- 
trate, for  the  purpose  of  giving  bail  to  appear 
within  the  first  eight  days  of  this  term,  so  that 
there  might  be  a trial  within  the  sittings  after; 
and  if,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  he  should  be 
convicted,  then  to  appear  on  the  return  of  the 
postea^  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  a question  for  you  to  de- 
, cide,  whether  that  warrant,  such  as  it  may  be,  is 
not  now  absolutely  spent ; and,  if  not,  how  a 
man  can  contrive  to  be  hereafter  in  England  on  a 
day  that  is  past  ? And  high  as  the  opinion  may 
be  in  England  of  Irish  understanding,  it  will  be 
something  beyond  even  Irish  exactness  to  bind 
him  to  appear  in  England,  not  a fortnight  hence, 
but  a fortnight  ago. — I wish,  my  lords,  we  had 
the  art  of  giving  time  this  retrogade  motion.  If 
possessed  of  the  secret,  we  might  be  disposed  to 
improve  it  from  fortnights  into  years. 


There 


417 

There  is  something  not  incurious  in  the  jiixta-  r 
position  of  signatur;es.  Tlie  warrant  is  signed  by 
the  chief  justice  of  all  England. — In  music,  the 
ear  is  reconciled  to  strong  transitians  of  key  bv  a 
preparatory  resolution  of  theihterveningdiscordsv 
but  here,  alas ' there  is  nothing  to  break  the  fall : 
the  august  title  oh  Ellenborough  is  followed  by 
the  unadorned  name  of  brother  Bell,  the  sponsor 
of  his  lordship’s  warrant. . Let  me  not,  however, 
be  suffered  to  deem  lightly  of  the  compeer  of  the 
noble  and  learned  lord.  Air.  justice  Bell  ought 
be  a lawyer;  I remember  him  myself  long  a crier,* 
to  and  I know  his  credit  with  the  state;  he  has  had 
^.jwli  prosequi.  I see  not  therefore  why  it  may 
not  fairly  be  said  ^\fortiinati  amho  !”  It  appears 
by  his  return,  that  Mr.  justice  Bell  indorses  this 
bill  of  lading  to  another  consignee.  Air.  Aledli- 
cot,  a most  respectable  gentleman  ; he  describes 
liimself  upon  the  warrant,  and  he  gives  a delight- 
ful sp'ecimen  of  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
the  calendar  of  saints  in  office ; he  describes  him- 
self a justice  and  a peace  officer — that  is,  a ma- 
gistrate and  acatchpole: — So  that  he  may  re- 
.ceive  informations  as  a justice;  if  he  can  write, 
he  may  draw  them  as  a clerk;  if  not,  he  can  ex- 
ecute the  warrant  as  bailiff ; and,  if  it  be  a capi- 
tal offence,  you  may  see  the  culprit,  the  justice, 
the  clerk,  the  bailiff,  and  the  hangman,  together 
in  the  same  cart;  and,  though  he  may  not  write, 

3 H ' he 

* This  gentlemaR  was  formerly  crier  to.  die  late  baron  lia- 
Wilton,  whtn  the  baron  went  circuit  as  ajurige. 
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be  may  **  ride  and  tie  !”  What  a pity  that  their 
journey  should  not  be  further  continued  together ! 
That,  as  they  had  been  ‘‘  lovely  in  their  lives, 
so  in  their  deaths  they  might  not  be  divided  !’'  I 
find,  my  lords,  I have  undesigned ly  raised  a 
laugh ; never  did  I less  feel  merriment. — Let  not 
me  be  condemned — let  not  the  laugh  be  mistaken. 
—Never  was  Mr.  Hume  more  just  than  whem  he 
says,  that  ‘‘  in  many  things  the  extremes  are 
nearer  to  one  another  than  the  means.” — Few  are 
those  events  that  are  produced  by  vice  and  folly, 
that  fire  the  heart  with  indignation,  that  do  not 
also  shake  the  sides  with  laughter.  So  when  the 
two  famous  moralists  of  old  beheld  the  sad  spec- 
tacle of  life,  the  one  burst  into  laughter,  the 
other  melted  into  tears  : they  were  each  of  them' 
right,  and  equally  right.  • 

Si  credas  utrique 

Res  svnt  humanie  Jiebile  ludibrium, , 

But  these  laughs  are  the  bitter  ireful  laughs  of 
honest  indignation,— or  they  are  the  laughs  of 
hectic  melancholy  and  despair. 

It  is  stated  to  3'ou,  my  lords,  that  these  two 
justices,  if  justices  they  are  to  be  called,  went  to 
the  house  of  the  defendant.  I am  speaking  to 
judges,  but  I disdain  the  paltr\^  insult  it  would  be 
to  them,  were  I to  appeal  to  any  wTetched  sym- 
pathy of  situation.  I feel  I am  above  it.  1 know 
the  bench  is  above  it.  But  I know,  too,  tiiat 
there  are  ranks,  and  degrees,  and  decorms  to  be 

observed  ^ 
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observed;  and,  if  I had  a harsh  communication  to 
make  to  a venerable  judge,  and  a similar  one  to 
his  crier,  I should  certainly  address  them  in  a 
very  different  language  indeed.  A judge  of  the 
land,  a man  not  young,  of  infirm  health,  has  the 
sanctuary  of  his  habitation  broken  open  by  these 
two  persons,  who  set  out  with  him  for  the  coast, 
to  drag  him  from  his  country,  to  hurry  him  to  a 
strange  land  by  the  “ most  direct  way  1’^  till  the 
king’s  writ  stopt  the  malefactors,  and  left  the 
subject  of  the  king  a waif  dropt  in  the  pursuit. 

Is  it  for  nothing,  my  lords,  I say  this  ? Is  it 
without  intention  I state  the  facts  in  this  way  ? 
It  is  with  every  intention.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
public  advocate  not  so  to  put  forward  the  object 
of  public  attention,  as  that  the  skeleton  only  shall 
appear,  without  flesh,  or  feature,  or  complexion, 
I mean  every  thing  that  ought  to  be  meant  in  a 
court  of  justice.  I mean  not  only  that  this  exe- 
crable attempt  shall^be  intelligible  to  the  court  as 
a matter  of  laiv,  but  shall  be  understood  by  the 
■world  as  an  act  of  state.  If  advocates  had  always 
the  honesty  and  the  courage,  upon  occasions  like 
this,  to  despiseall  personal  considerations,  and  to 
think  of  no  consequence  but  what  may  result  to 
the  public  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  sa- 
cred trust,  these  phrenetic  projects  of  power,  these 
atrocious  aggressions  on  the  liberty  and  happiness 
of  men,  w’ould  not  be  so  often  attempted ; for, 
though  a certain  class  of  delinquents  may  be 
Ji  2 screened 
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screenecVtVom  punishment,  they  cannot  be  pro- 
tected from  hatred  and  (lirisioii.  The  ,c:reat  tri-*' 
bunal  of  reputation  will  pass  its  inexorable 'sen- , 
sence  upon  their  crimes,  their  follies,  ortheirin^ 
competencv : thevAvill  sink  themselves  under  the^ 
consciousiiess  pt.  their  situation  they  will  feel 
the^operation  of  an  acid  so  neutralizing  .the  ma- 
lignity^pf  their  natures,  as  to  make  them  at  least* 
harmless,  if  it  cannot  make  tliein ’honest.  Nor  isr 
there  any  tiling  of  rislj:  in  the  conduct  I rec6m|^ 
mend.  If  the  fire'  be  hot,  or 'tlie  window  cold, 
turn,  your  back  ^to  either ; turn. your  face.  So, 
i{  you  are  obliged  to  arraign  the  acts  of  those  in 

;j*;i  i*  ‘in  i . fj  • ' 

high  station,  approach  them  not  in  malice,  non 
favour,  nor  fear.  . Remember,  that  it  is  the  con- 
ditio'n  of  gnllt  to -tremble,  and  of  honesty  to  be 
bold;  remember,  lliat  your  false  fe.ar  can  only 
^ive  t,hem  falsp  courage  -that ‘while  you  nobly 
avow  the  cause  of  truth,  you  will  fitulher  shield 
an  impenetrable  protection ; and ‘that  no  attack 
can  be  either  hazardous  or  inelTicieift,  if  it  be  just 
and  resolute. — If  Nathan  had  not  fortified  him- 
self in  the  boldness  and  directness  of  his  charge, 
he  might  have  been  hanged  for  the  malice  of  his 
parable.  . , ' 


It  is  my  lords,  in  this  temper  of  mind,  befitting' 
every  advocate  who  is  worthy  of  the  name,  deeply 
and  modestly  sensible  of  his  duty,  and  proud  ofhis 
privilege,  equally  exalted  above  the  meanness  of 
temporizing  or  of  offending,  most  averse  from  the 

unnecessary 
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unnecessary  infliction  of  pain  upon  any  man  or  men 
uiiatsoever,  that  I now  address  you  on  a question, 
the  most  vitally  connected  with  the  liberty  and 
well-being  of  every  man  within  the  limits  of  the 
British  empire  ; which;  if  decided  one  way,  he 
may  be  a freeman  ; which,  if  decided  the  other, 
iie  must  be  a slave.  Itls  not  the  Irish  nation  only 
that:  is  involved  in  this  question  : everj^  member 
ottliel'liree  realms  is  equally  embarked ; and  would 
to  God  all  England  could  listen  to  what  passes 
here  fliis  day  ! they  would  regard  ns  with  more 
sympathy  and  respect,  when  the  proudest  Briton 
^aw  that  mSjliberty  \yas  defended  in  what  he  would 
call  a proyincial  court,  and  by  a provincial  ad- 
vocate. Idle  abstract  and  general  question  for 
your  consideration  isthis:— my  lord  Ellenborough 
has  signed  with  hisown  hand  a warrant,  which  has 
been  indorsed  by  Mr.  Bell  an  Irishjustice,  for  seiz- 
ing tlie  person  of  Mr.  justice  Johnson  in  Irelaiul 
for  conveying  his  person  by  the  most  direct  way, 
in  such  manner  as  these  bailiffs  may  choose,  across 
llie  sea,  and  afterwards  to  the  city  of  Westminster, 
to  take  his  trial  for  an  alleged  libel  against  the  per- 
sons entrusted  with  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
to  take  that  trial  in  a country  where  the  supposed 
offender  did  not  live  at  the  time  of  the  supposed 
offence,  nor  since  a period  of  at  least  eighteen 
months  previous  thereto,  has  ever  resided;  where 
the  subject  of  his  accusation  is  perfectly  unknown ; 
uhere  the  conduct  of  his  prosecutors,  which  has 
been  tlie  subject  of  the  supposed  libel,  is  equally 
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422 


unknown ; where  he  has  not  the  power  of  com- 
pelling the  attendance  of  a single  witness  for  his 
defence.  Under  that  warrant  he  has  been  drasrired 
from  his  family ; under  that  warranthe  wtis  on  his' 
way  to  the  w’ater's  edge:  his  transportation  has 
been  interrupted  by  the  .writ  before  you,  and  upon 
the  return  of  that  writ  arises  the  question  upon 
which  you  are  to  decide,  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  so  transporting  him  for  the  purpose  of  trial. 

I am  w’ell  aware,  my  lords,  of  the  limits,  of  tlie 
present  discussion;  if  the  law  was  clear  in  favour 
of  the  prosecutors,  a most  momentous  question 
might  arise — how  tar  they  may  be  delinquents  in 
daring  to  avail  themselves  of  such  a law  for  such 
a purpose  r — but  I am  aware  that  such  is  not  the 
present  question  * I am  aware  that  this  is  lio  court 
of  impeachment;  and  therefore  that  your  enquiry 
is,  not  whether  such  a power  hath  been  criminally 
used,  but  whether  it  doth  in  fact  exist.  The  ar- 
rest of  the  defendant  has  been  justified  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  thecrovvn  under  the  forty-fourth  of  his 
present  majesty.  I have  had  the  curiosity  to  en- 
quire into  the  history  of  that  act,  and  I find,  that 
in  the  month  of  May,  1804,  the  brother-in-law  of 
one  of  the  present  prosecutors  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  ’’  render  more  easy  the  appre- 
bending  and  bringingto  trial  ofl'enders  escap- 
“ ing  from  one  part  of  the  united  kingdom  to  an- 
other,  and  also  from  one  county  to  another 
that  bill  was  brought  in  ^ it  travelled  in  the  car- 
avan of  legislation  unheeded  and  unnoticed,  re- 
tarded 
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tarded  by  no  difficulties  of  discussion  or  debate, 
and  in  due  fulness  of  season  it  passed  into  a law, 
which  was  to  commence  from  and  after  the  1st. 
of  August,  1804.  This  act,  like  a young  Her- 
cules, began  its  exploits  in  the  cradle.  In  the 
November  following  the  present  warrant  was  is^ 
sued,  under  its  supposed  authority.  Let  me  not 
be  understood  to  say  that  the  act  has  been  slided 
through  an  unsuspecting  legislature,  under  any 
particular  influence,  or  for  3,ny  particular  pur- 
pose: that  any  such  man  could  be  found,  orany 
such  influence  exist,orany  such  lethargy  prevail, 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  decent  to  suppose;  still 
less  do  I question  the  legislative  authority  of  par- 
liament. We  all  know  that  a parliament  may  at- 
taint itself;  and  that  its  omnipotence  may  equally 
extend  in  the  same  way  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  We  know  also  that  most  unjust  and  cruel 
acts  of  attainder  have  been  obtained  by  corrupt 
men  in  bad  times  ; and  if  I could  bring  myself  to 
say,  which  1 do  not,  that  this  act  was  contrived 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  destroying  an  obnoxious 
individual,  I should  not  hesitate  to  call  it  the  most 
odious  species  of  attainder  that  could  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  legislative  degradation;  be- 
cause, for  the  simple  purposeof  extinguishing  an 
individual,  it  would  sweep  the  liberty  of  every  be- 
ing in  the  state  into  the  vortex  of  general  and  un- 
distinguishing destruction.  Bat  these  are  points 
of  view  upon  which  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  and  England  may  dwell  with  terror,  or  in- 
/ dignation. 
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nrrordin"  as-tliev  niay  be 
f'^"S'uberty  or  for  chains but  are  not 
for  the  court ; and  so  I pass  tliem  by.  1 be 
points  foUhe  and  detention  are  defended  under 
preseiit  ai  res  ^ warranted 

^ ■,  will  aniveat  that  decision  in  the 
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""  nXeupon  the  subject;  next,  what  the 
stood  befoi  I jaw  was ; and 
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by  the  act  in  question  . 

r.iisT  then,  how  stood  the  law  before?- upon 
llRSl,  then,  ‘ parade  of  useless  learning 
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sleep— and  what  does  that  great  statute  do  ? It 
defines  and  asserts  the  right,  it  points  out  the 
abuse,  and  it  endeavours  t'o  secure  the  right,  and 
to  guard  against  the  abuse,  by  giving  redress  to 
the  sufferer,  and  by  punishing  the  offender;  for- 
years  had  it  been  the  practise  to  transport  ob- 
noxious persons  out  of  the  realm  into  distant  parts 
under  the  pretext  of  punishment,  or  of  safe  cus- 
tody. Well  might  they  have  been  said  to  be  sent 
to  that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne 
no  traveller  returns,”  for  of  these  wretched  tra- 
vellers how  few  ever  did  return  ? But  of  that  fla- 
grant abuse  this  statute  has  laid  the  axe  to  the 
root:  it  prohibits  the  abuse;  it  declaressuch  de- 
tention or  removal  illegal;  it  gives  an  action 
against  all  persons  concerned  in  the  offence,  by 
contriving,  writing,  signing,  counter-signing,  such 
warrant,  or  advising  or  assisting  therein.  That 
you  may  form  a just  estimate  of  the  rights  which 
were  to  be  secured,  examine  the  means  by  which 
their  infringement  was  in  future  to  be  prevented 
and  punished.  The  injured  party  has  a civil  ac- 
tion against  the  offenders  ; but  the  legislature  re- 
collected, that  the  sneaking  unprincipled  humility 
of  a servile  packed  jury  might  do  homage  to  mi- 
nisterial power  by  compensating  the  individual 
w'ith  nominal  damages.  The  statute  does  that, 
of  which  I remember  no  other  instance.  It  leaves 
the  jury  at  liberty  to  give  damages  to  any  ex- 
tent, above  five  hundred  pounds,  but  expressly 
forbids  them  to  find  a verdict  of  dama^::es  below 
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it.  Was  this  sulTicient  ? — No. — The  ofTendersin- 
' cur  aprcemiinire.  They  are  put  out  of  the  king’s 
protection  ; they  forfeit  their  lands  and  goods ; 
they  are  disabled  from  bearing  any  oflice  of  trust 
or  profit.  Did  the  statute  stop  there  ? The  le- 
gislature saw  in  their  prospective  wisdom,  that 
the  profligate  favourite  who  had  committed  trea- 
son against  the  king  by  the  oppression  of  liis  sub- 
jects, might  acquire  such  a dominion  over  the 
mind  of  his  master,  as  by  the  exertion  of  prero- 
gative to  interrupt  the  course  of  justice,  and  pre- 
'Tnt  the  punishment  of  his  crime, — The  Icing  can- 
not pardon. — Are  bulwarks  like  these  ever  con- 
structed to  repel  the  incursions  of  a contemptible 
enemy  ? Was  it  a trivial  and  ordinary  occasion 
which  raised  this  storm  of  indignation  in  the  par- 
liament of  that  day  ? Is  the  ocean  ever  lashed  by 
the  tempest  to  waft  a feather  or  to  drown  a fly  ? 
Thus,  haughtily,  and  jealously,  does  this  statute 
restrain  the  abuses  that  may  be  committed  against 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  by  the  judge,  the  jury, 
or  the  minister.  One  exception,  and  one  excep- 
tion only  does  it  contain: — It  excepts  from  its  pro- 
tection by  the  sixteentli  section,  persons  who  may 
have  committed  any  “capital  -oflence*’  in  Scotland 
or  Ireland.  If  the  principle  of  that  exception  were 
now  open  to  discusion,  sure  I am  that  much  might 
be  said  against  its  policy.  On  the  one  side,  you 
would  have  to  consider  the  mischief  of  letting  this 
statuteprotecta capitaloflender  from  punishment, 
by  prohibiting  his  transmission  to  thatjurisdiction 

where 


427 

where  hiscrime  was  cominittecl,  and  wliere  alone 
he  could  be  tried.  On  the  other,  you  would  have 
to  weigh  the  danger  to  be  feared  from  the  abuse 
of  such  a power,  which,  as  the  habeas  corpus  act 
stood,  could  not  be  resorted  to  in  any  ordinary 
way  ; but  was  confined  to  the  sole  and  exclusive 
exercise  of  the  advisers  of  the  prerogative.  You 
would  have  to  considej’ whether  it.was  more  likely 
that  it  would  be  used  against  the  guilty  or  the  ob- 
noxious ; whether  it  was  more  likely  to  be  used  as 
an  instrument  of  justice  against  the  bad,  or  a pre^ 
text  of  oppression  against  the  good  ; and  finally, 
whether  you  might  not  apply  to  the  subject  the 
humane  maxim  of  our  law — that  better  it  is  that 
one  hundred  guilty  men  should  escape,  than  that 
one  innocent,  and,  let  me  add,  meritorious  man, 
should  sufier.  But  our  ancestors  have  considered 
the  question  ; they  have  decided  ; and,  until  we 
are  better  satisfied  than  I fear  we  can  be,  that  we 
have  not  degenerated  from  their  virtue,  it  can 
scarcely  become  us  to  pass  any  light  or  hasty  con- 
demnation upon  their  wisdom.  In  this  great  sta- 
tute, then  my  lords,  you  have  the  line  of  demar- 
cation betw^een  the  prerogative  andthe  people,  as* 
well  as  between  the  crimjnal  law  and  the  subject, 
defined  wfith  all  the  exactness,  and  guarded  b}' 
every  precaution  that  human  prudence  couKI  de- 
vise. AV retched  must  that  legislature  be,  whose 
acts  you  cannot  trace  to  the  first  unchangeable 
principles  of  rational  prerogative,  of  civil  liberty, 
of  equal  justice  ! In  this  act  you  trace  them  all 
I 'i  distinctly. 


distinctly  By  this  act  you  have  a solemn  legisla- 
tive declaration,  that  it  is  incompatible  with 
“ liberty  to  send  any  subject  out  of  the  realm^ 
‘‘  under  pretence  of  any  crime  supposed  or  alleged 
to  be  committed  in  a foreign  jurisdiction,  except 
that  crime  be  capital.”  Such  were  the  bulwarks 
which  our  ancestors  drew  about  the  sacred  temple 
of  liberty — such  the  ramparts  by  which  they 
sought  to  bar  out  the  ever-toiling  ocean  of  arbi- 
trary power  ; and  thought,  (generous  credulity  ! ) 
that  the}^  had  barred  it  out  from  their  posterity  for 
ever.  Little  did  they  foresee  the  future  race  of 
vermin  that  would  work  their  way  through  those 
}nounds,  and  let  back  the  inundation ; little  did 
they  foresee  that  their  labours  were  so  like  those 
frail  and  transient  works  that  threatened  for  a 
while  the  haughty  crimes  and  battlements  ofTroy 
but  so  soon  vanished  before  the  force  of  the  trident 
and  the  impulse  of  the  waters;  or  that  they  were 
still  more  like  the  forms  which  the  infant’s  finger 
traces  upon  the  beach ; the  next  breeze,  the  next 
tide  erases  them,  and  confounds  them  with  the  bar- 
ren undistinguished  strand.  The  ill-omened  bird 
that  lights  upon  it  sees  nothing  to  mark,  to  allure, 
or  to  deter,  but  finds  all  one  obliterated  unvaried 
_ w aste  ; 

Et  sola  secum  sicca  spatiatur  arena. 

Still  do  I hope  ihat  this  sacred  bequest  of  our  an- 
cestors will  have  a more  prosperous  fortune,  and 
be  preserved  by  a more  religious  and  successful’ 
care,  a polar  star  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislator, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  judge. 


As 
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As  such  will  I suppose  its  principle  not  yet 
brought  into  disgrace ; a,ndas  such,  with  3"Our  per- 
mission, will  I still  presume  to  argue  upon  that 
principle. 

So  stood  the  law  till  the  two  acts  of  the  twenty- 
third  and  twenty-fourth  of  George  II.  which  relate 
wholly  to  cases  between  county  and  county  in 
England.  Next  followed  the  act  of  the  thirteenh 
of  his  present  majesty,  which  was  merely  a regu- 
lation between  England  and  Scotland  And  next 
came  the  act  of  the  forty-fourth  of  the  present 
reign,  upon  which  you  are  now  called  on  to  de-  " 
cide,  which  as  between  county  and  county  is  an 
incorporation  of  the  two  acts  of  George  II : and 
as  between  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  is' 
nearly  a transcript  of  the  thirteenth  of  the  king, 
i 

Under  the  third  and  fourth  section  of  this  last 
act  the  learned  counsel  forthe  learned  prosecutors 
for  really  I think  it  only  candid  to  acquit  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  folly  or  the  shame  of  this  business; , 
and  to  supose  that  he  is  as  innocent  of  the  project 
from  his  temper,  as  he  must  from  his  education  he  ‘ 
ignorant  of  the  subject)  endeavour  to  justify  this 
proceeding,  d'he  construction  of  this  act  thev 
broadly  and  expressly  contend  to  be  this  ; — first, 
they  assert  that  it  extends  not  only  to  tlie  iiigher 
crimes,  but  to  all  offences  wliatsocver:  sccondlj^ 
that  it  extends  not  only  to  persons  who  may  have 
committed  offences  within  any  given  jurisdictions, 
and  afterwards  escaped  or  gone  out  of  such  juris- 
dictions, 
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elictioiis,  but  to  all  persons  whether  so  escaping  or 
going  outor  not  :--thirdh’,  that  it  extends  to  con- 
structive offences,  that  is,  to  offences  committed 
against  the  laws  ofcertainjurisdictions,  committed 
in  places  not  within  them,  by  persons  th  at  never  put 
their  feet  within  them,  but  by  construction  of  law 
committing  them  within  such  jurisdiction,  and  of 
coiii'se  triable  therein fourthly,  that  it  extends 
peculiarl^ao  tliecase  of  libels  against  the  persons 
entrusted  with  the  powers  of  government  or  with 
offices  in  the  state— and  fifthly,  that  it  extends 
not  only  to  offences  committed  after  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  act,  but  also  to  offences  at  any 
period  liowever  remotely  previous  to  the  existence 
of  the  statute  ; that  is,  that  it  is  to  have  an  rr  post  ! 

facto  operation.  The  learned  prosecutors  have  | 

been  forced  into  the  necessity  of  supportingthese 
last  monstrous  positions,  because  upon  the  return 
to  the  writ,  and  upon  the  affidavits  it  appears,  and 
has  been  expressly  admitted  in  the  argument:— 
first,  that  the  supposed  libel  upon  these  noble  and 
learned  prosecutors  relates  to  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances that  took  place  in  Ireland  on  the 
twenty-third  of  July,  1803,  and  of  course  must 
Lave  been^  published  subsequent  thereto  : — and 
secondly,  that  ^Ir.  justice  Johnston  from  the  ' 
beginning  of  1802  to  the  present  hour  was  never  . ; 

for  a moment  in  England  but  was  constantly  resi- 
dent in  Ireland  ; so  that  his  guilt,  whatever  it  be, 
must  arise  from  some  act  of  necessity,  committed  | 
ill  Ireland,  and  by  no  physical  possibility  commit-  \ 

ted  * 


ted  or  capable  of  being  committed  in  England: 
these  are  the  positions  upon  which  a learned  chan- 
cellor and  a learned  judge  come  forward  to  sup- 
j)ort  their  cause  and  to  stake  their  character,  each 
in  the  face  of  his  countiy,  and  both  in  the  face 
of  the  British  empire  : these  are  the  positions, 
Vviiich,  thank  God,  it  belongs  to  my  nature  to 
abhor,  and  to  my  education  to  despise,  and  which 
it  is  this  day  my  most  prompt  and  melancholy 
duty  to  refute  and  to  resist— most  prompt  in  obey- 
ing ; most  grieved  at  tlic  occasion  that  calls  for 
such  obedience. 

We  must  now  examine  this  act  of  the  forty- fourth 
of  the  king,  and  in  doing  so  I trust  you  will  seek 
some  nobler  assistanse  than  can  be  found  in  the 

t 

principles  or  the  practice  of  day-rules  or  side-bar 
motions  sometliing  more  worthy  a liberal  and 
learned  court,  acting  under  a religious  sense  of  their 
fkity  to  their  king, their  country,  and  their  God, 
than  the  feeble  and  pedantic  aid  of  a stunted  ver- 
bal interpretation  straining  upon  its  tiptoe  to  peep 
over  the  syllable  that  stands  between  it  aiulmean- 
your  object  was  merely  to  see  if  its  words 
could  be  tortured  into  a submission  to  a vindicate 
interpretation, you  would  liave  only  to  indorse  the 
construction  that  these  learned  prosecutors  have 
put  upon  it,  and  that  with  as  much  grave  delibe- 
ration as  Mr  justice  Bell  has  vouclrsafed  to  endorse 
the  warrant  which  'my  lord  Eleiiborough  has 
thought  fit  to  issue  under  its  authority.  1 on 
would  then  have  only  to  look  at,  it  tit  legnicius- 
qtiidarji  cmitus  atqu^  actus,  piwccntor. 


Lord 
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:LordAvoNxMORE.  No,  Mr.  Curran,  you  for- 
get, \i\s  wot  pi'accjif  or,  ithlegnleius  qiddajn  can- 
tiis  atqiLC  aciitinf,  prccco  actioniim,  cantor  forma- 
rum,  auceps  syllabarur/u  , 

. Mr.  Curran.  Ithankyou,  my  lord,  for  the  as- 
sistance; and  I am  the  more  grateful,  because, 
Avhenl  consider  the  laudable  and  successful  efforts 
. that  have  been  made  of  late  to  make  science  do- 
mestic and  familiar,  and  to  emancipate  her  from 
the  trammels  of  scholarship,  as  'vvell  as  the  just 
suspicion  under  which  the  harbourers  and  abettors 
of  those  outlawed  classics  have  fallen,  I see  at 
what  a risque  you  have  ventured  to  help  me  out. 
And  yet  see,  my  lord,  if  you  are  prudent  in  trust- 
ing yourself-  to  the  honour  of  an  accomplice. 
Think,  should  I be  prosecuted  for  this  misprision 
of  learning,  if  I could  resist  the  temptation  of  es- 
caping by  turning  evidence  against  so  notorious  a 
delinquent  as  you,  my  good  lord,  and  so  confess- 
edly more  criminal  than  myself,  or  perhaps  than 
any  other  man  in  the  empire’^. 

To  examine  this  act  then,  my  lords,  we  must 
revert  to  the  three  English  statutes  of  which  it  is  a 
transcript.  The  first  of  these  is  the  twenty-third 
of  George  IL  cap.  ^6.  sect.  li. 

So  much  of  the  title  as  relates  to  our  present  en- 
quiry is  for  the  apprehending  of  persons  in  any- 

“ county 

* Lord  Avonmotie  may  be  justly  ranked  among  the  first 
classical  scholars  in  either  Ireland  or  England.  They  who  know 
him,  know  this. 
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county  or  place  upon  warrants  granted  by  jus- 
ticesofthe  peacein  any  other  county  or  place/* 


See  now  sect.  II,  that  contains  the  preamble 
and  enaction  as  to  this  subject 


' And  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  per- 
sons,  against  whom  warrants  are  granted  byjus- 
tices  of  the  peace  for  the  several  counties  within 
“ thiskingdom,  escape  into  other  counties  or  pla- 
ces  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  granting  such  warrants,  and  thereby  avoid 
being  punished  for  the  offences  wherewith  they 
are  charged  : For  remedy  whereof,  be  it  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  from  and 
‘‘  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
“ sand  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  in  case  any  per- 
son  against  whom  a legal  warrant  shall  be  issued 
by  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  for  any 
county,  riding,  division,  city,  liberty,  town  or 
‘‘  place  within  this  kingdom,  shall  escape  or  go  in- 
to  any  other  county,  riding,  division,city,  liberty, 
town  or  place  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  jus- 
tice  or  justices  granting  such  warrant  as  afore- 
‘‘  said,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice 
“ of  the  peace  of  the  county,  riding,  division,  city, 
liberty,  towni  or  place,  to  which  such  person 
“ shall  have  gone  or  escaped,  to  endorse  such  war- 
rant,  upon  application  made  to  him  for  tliut  pur- 
pose,  and  to  cause  the  person  against  wliom 
“ the  same  shall  have  been  issued  to  be  appre- 
bended  and  sent  to  the  justice  or  justices  who 

granted  ' 
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granted  such  V arrant,  or  to  some  Other  justice  or 
“ Justices  of  the  county,  riding,  division,  city,li- 
‘‘  berty,  town  or  place,  from  whence  such  person 
shall  have  gone  or  escaped,  to  the  end  that  he 
or  she  may  be  dealt  witlt according  to  law,  any 
law  or  usage  to  tlie  contrary  notwithstanding.’* 

This  act  was  amended  by  the  twenty -fourth  of 
the  same  reign,  tlie  title  of  wliicli  was,  “ An  act 
for  amending  and  making  more  effectual  a clause 
in  ail  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
for  the  apprehending  of  persons  in  any  county 
“ or  place  upon  warrants  granted  by  justices  of 
“ the  peace  of  any  county  or  place.” 

It  then  recites  the  11th  section  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  George  II.  and  proceeds,  And  whereas 
such  offender  or  offenders  may  reside  or  be  in- 
some  other  county,  riding,  division,  city, liberty,* 
town  or  place,  out  of  the  jurisdictions  of  the  jus- 
^-tice  or  justices  granting  such  warrant  as  afore- 
said,  before  the  granting  such  warrant,  and  with 
“ out  escaping  or  going  out  of  the  county,  riding, 
division,  city,  liberty,  town  or  place  after  such 
“ warrant  granted,” 

I SHALL  reserve  a more  particular  examination 
of  these  two  acts  for  tliat  head  of  my  argument  that 
shall  necess^arlly  require  it.  At  present  I shall  only 
observe  : first,  that  they  are  manifestly  prospec- 
iive  ; secondly,  that  tiiey  operateonly  as  between 
county  and  county  in  England  j thirdly,  that  they 
• ' clearly 
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clearly  and  distinctly  go  to  all  offenders  Vv^liatso* 
ever,  vv  ho  may  avoid  trial  and  punishment  of  their 
offences  escaping  from  thej  urisdiction  in  which 
they  were  committed,  and  were  of  course  triable 
and  punishable;  and  fourthly,  that  provision  is 
made  for  bailing  the  persons  so  arrested  in  the 
place  where  taken,  if  the  offences  charged  upon 
them  were  bailable  by  law. 

In  the  thirteenth  of  his  present  majesty  it  was 
thought  fit  to  make  a law  with  respect  to  criminals 
escaping  from  England  to  Scotland,  and  vice 
veraa  : of  that  act  the  present  statute  of  the  forty- 
fourth  is  a transcript.  And  upon  this  statute 
arises  the  first  question  made  by  the  prosecutors ; 
namely,  whether,  like  the  acts  of  the  twenty- 
third  and  twehty-fourth  of  George  II.  which 
were  merely  between  county  and  county,  it  ex- 
tended indiscriminately  to  the  lowest  as  w^ell  as 
the  highest  offences  ? or  whether  the  thirteenth 
and  forty-fourth,  which  go  to  kingdom  and  king- 
dom, are  not  confined  to  some  and  to  what  par- 
ticular species  of  offences  ? The  preamble  to 
these  two  statutes  so  far  as  they  bear  upon  our 
present  question  is  contained  in  the  3d  section  of 
the  fortv-fourth,  the  act  now  under  considera- 
tion.  And  there  is  not  a word  in  it  that  is  not 
most  material.  It  says,  “ Whereas,  it  may  fre- 
quently  happen  that  felons  and  other  malefac- 
tors  in  Ireland  may  make  their  escape  into 
Great  Britain,  and  also  that  felons  and  other 
malefactors  in  Great  Britain  may  make  their 
^ K 2 escape 
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escape  into  Ireland,  ^vhereby  their  crimes  re- 
“ main  unpunished.”  There  being  no  sufFicient 
provision  by  the  laws  now  in  force  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  respectively  for  apprehending 
such  offenders  and  transmitting  them  into  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  in  which  their  offences 
were  committed.  For  remedy  whereof,  5cc.  and 
if  any  person  against  whom  a warrant  shall  be 
issued  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  Ireland  for 
anv  crime  or  offence  against  the  laws  of  Ireland 
shall  escape,  go  into,  reside,  or  be  in  any  place 
in  England  or  Scotland,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
justice  of  .the  peace  for  the  place,  whither  or 
where  such  persons  shall  escape,  &c.  to  endorse 
his  name  on  such  warrant;  which  warrant  so  en- 
dorsed shall  be  a sufficient  authority  to  the  per- 
son bringing  it  to  execute  the  same  by  appre- 
hending the  person  against  whom  it  is  granted, 
and  to  convey  him  bv  the  most  direct  wav  into 
Ireland  and  before  a justice  living  near  the  place 
where  he  shall  land,  which  justice  shall  proceed 
with  regard  to  him  as  if  he  had  been  legally 
apprehended  in  such  county  of  Ireland.  The 
4th  section  makes  the  same  provision  for  escapes 
from  England  or  Scotland  into  Ireland.  The 
statute  goes  on  and  directs  that  the  expenses  of 
such  removal  shall  be  repaid  to  the  person  de- 
fraying the  same  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
in  which  the  crime  was  committed,  and  the  trea- 
surer is  to  be  allowed  for  it  in  his  accounts. 


To 
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To  support  the  construction  that  takes  In  all 
possibleoffences  of  ail  possible  degrees,  you  have 
been  told,  and  upon  the  grave  authority  of  notable 
cases,  that  the  enacting  part  of  a statute  may  go 
beyond  its  preamble ; that  it  cannot  be  restrained 
by  the  preamble,  and  still  less  by  the  title;  that  here 
the  enacting  clause  was  the  words  ‘‘  any  offence,^' 
and  that  “ any  offence”  must  extend  to  every  of- 
fence, and  of  course  to  the  offence  in  question.* 
If  the  question  had  been  of  a lighter  kind,  you 
might  perhaps  have  smiled  at  the  paradeof  author- 
ities produced  to  establish  what  no  law\^er  ever 
thinks  of  denying.  They  would  have  acted  with 
/ more  advantage  to  the  Justice  of  the  country, 
though  perhaps  not  to  the  wishes  of  their  clients, 
if  they  had  reminded  your  lordships,  that  in  the 
construction  of  statutes,  the  preamble  and  even 
the  title  itself  may  give  some  assistance  to  the 
judge  in  developing  its  meaning  and  its  extent;,  if 
they  had  remindedyou,  that  remedial  lawsare  to 
be  construed  liberally,  and  penal  laws  with  the  ut- 
most strictness  and  caution.  And  when  they  con- 
tend  that  a supposed  libel  is  within  theletterof  this 
law,  they  would  have  done  well  to  have  added,  that 
it  is  a maxim  that  there  may  be  cases  within  the 
letter  of  a statute,  which,  notwithstanding,  the 
Judge  is  bound  to  reject  from  iis  operation  as  being 
incompatible  with  its  spirit.  They  would  have 
done  well  in  adding,  that  thejudge  is  bound  so  to 
construe  all  laws  as  not  to  infringe  upon  any  of 
the  known  rules  of  religion  or  morality — any  of 
the  known  rules  of  distributive  justice — any  of 

the 
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tlie  estiiblisheii  principles  of  the  liberties  atid 
rights  of  the  subject — and  tliat  it  is  no  more 
than  a decent  and  becoming  deference  to  llie 
legislator  to  assume  as  certain,  that  whatever 
words  he  may  have  used,  lie  could  not  possibly 
have  meant  any  thing  that  upon  the  face  of  it 
was  palpably  absurd,  immoral,  or  unjust.  These 
are  the  {)rinciples  on  which  I am  persuaded  this 
court  will  always  act,  because  I know  them  to 
be  the  principles  on  which  eveiy  court  of  justice 
ought  to  act.  And  1 abstain  studiously  from  ap- 
pealing to  any  judicial  decisions  in  support  of 
them,  because  to  fortify  them  by  precedent  or 
authority  would  be  to  suppose  them  liable  to  be 
called  in  question.  There  is  another  rule  which 
1 can  easily  excuse  the  learned  gentlemen  from 
adverting  to,  and  that  is,  that  when  many  sta- 
tutes are  made  in  pari  materia,  any  one  of  them 
is  to  be  construed,  not  independently  of  the 
others,  but  w ith  a reference  to  the  entire  code 
of  wliich  it  is  only  a component  part. 

Ox  these  grounds  then,  I say,  the  forty-fourth 
was  not,  and  could  not  be  intended  to  go  to  all 
offences  whatsoever. 

First  because  the  acts  of  twenty-third  and 
twenty-fourth  of  George  1 1,  had  already  described 
all  persons”  by  words  of  the  most  general  and 
comprehensive  kind.  If  the  framers  of  the  thir- 
teenth and  forty-fourth  meant  to  carry  these  acts 
to  the  same  length,  they  had  the  words  of  the  for- 
. nier 


mer  acts  before  their  eyes,’ and  yet  the}"  have  used 
very  different  words  : a clear  proof,  in  iny  mind, 
tliat  they  meant  to  convey  a very  dilferent  mean- 
ing. In  these  latter  acts  they  use  very  singular 
words— felons  and  other  malefactors  — that 
these  words  are  somewhat  loose  and  indefinite  I 
make  no  difficulty  of  admitting  : but  will  any  man 
that  understands  English  deny,  that  they  describe 
otfencesof  an  higher  and  more  enormous  desrree? 
You  are  told,  that  felon  does  not  necessarily  mean 
a capital  offender,  because  there  are  felonies  not 
cap  tal,  the  name  being  derived  from  the  forfei- 
ture not  of  life,  but  of  property.  You  are  also 
told,  that  malefactor  means  generally  an  ill-doer, 
and,  in  that  sense,  that  every  otfender  is  a male- 
factor: but  the  thirteenth  and  fortv-fourth  states 
this  class  to  be  felons  and  malefactors,  for  whose 
transmission  from  kingdom  to  kingdom  “ no  suf- 
“ ticient  provision  was  made  by  the  laws  now  in 
“ force.”  Now  I think  it  is  not  unfair  reavSoning 
to  say,  that  this  act  extends  to  a class  of  offenders 
whose  transmits!  >11  was  admitted  to  be  not  in- 
compatible with  the  just  liberty  of  the  subject  of 
England  ; but  fcr  whose  transmission  the  legis- 
lature could  not  say  there  was  no  provision  ^ but 
for  whose  transmission  it  was  .clear  that  there 
was  not  a sufficient  prevision,  though  there  was 
some  provision.  If  you  can  find  any  class  so 
circumstanced,  that  is,  exclusively  liable  by  law 
to  be  so  transmitted,  the  meai.ing  of  the  words 
felons  and  other  malefactors,”  becomes  fixed, 
and  must  necessarily  refer  to  such  class. 


Now 
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Now  that  class  is  expressly  described  in  the 
habeas  corpus  act,  because  it  declares  the  trans- 
mission of  all  persons  to  be  illegal,  except  only 
persons  charged  with  capital  crimes;  for  their  ap- 
prehension and  transmission  tliere  was  a provisi- 
on, \he  mandatinn  regis^  that  is,  the  discretiona- 
ry exercise  of  the  prerogative.  That  power  had 
therefore  been  used  in  cases  of  treason,  as  in 
Lundy’s  case  : so  in  the  case  of  lord  Saiichar  ; 
Carliel,  the  principal  in  the  murder  of  Turner, 
committed  in  London  by  the  procurement  of 
lord  Sanchar,  was  arrested  in  Scotland,  whither 
lie  hatl  ded,  by  the  order  of  king  James  1.  and  , 
brought  back  to  England,  where  he  was  execu- 
ted for  the  crime,  as  was  lord  Sanchar,  the  ac- 
cessary before  the  fact;  but  such  interference 
of  tlie  prerogative  might  be  granted  or  with-held 
at  pleasure,  could  be  applied  for  only  with  great 
dilTiculty  and  expense,  and  therefore  might  well 
be  called  an  insufficient  provision.  No  provi- 
sion for  sucli  a purpose  can  be  sufficient,  unless, 
instead  of  depending  on  the  caprice  of  men  in 
power,  it  can  be  resorted  to  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law.  You  have  therefore,  my  lords  to 
elect  between  two  constructions  ; one  which 
makes  an  adequate  provision  for  carrying  the  ex- 
ception in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act  into  effect;  and  the  other,  a complete 
and  radical  repeal  of  that  sacred  security  for  the 
freedom  of  Englishmen.— But  furtlier,  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  habeas  corpus  law  is,  that  the 
' party  arrested  shall,  without  amonient’sdelay,  be 
1 . bailed. 
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bailed,  if  the  offence  be  bailable;  but  if  misde- 
meanors are  within  this  act,  then  an  English  sub- 
ject, arrested  under  an  Irish  warrant,  cannot  be 
bailed  within  any  part  of  the  realm  of  England, 
but  must  be  carried  forward,  in  the  custody  of 
Irish  bailiffs,  to  the  seashore  of  his  country,  where 
he  is  to  be  embarked  in  such  vessel  as  they  think 
proper ; and,  if  it  should  be  the  good  pleasure  of 
his  guardians  to  let  him  land  alive  in  any  part  of 
Ireland,  then,  and  not  till  then,  may  he  apply  to 
an  Irish  justice  to  admit  him  to  bail  in  a foreign 
country,  where  he  is  a perfect  stranger,  and  where 
none  but  an  idiot  could  expect  to  find  any  man 
disposed  to  make  himself  responsible  for  his  ap- 
pearance. Can  you,  my  lords,  bring  your  minds 
easily  to  believe  that  such  a tissue  of  despotism 
and  foll}^  could  have  been  the  sober  and  deliberate 
intention  of  the  legislature  ? but  further,  under 
the  acts  of  George  II.  even  from  one  county  to 
the  next,  the  warrant  by  the  first  justice  must  be 
authenticated  uponoatli,  beforeitcanbeendorsed 
by  the  second ; but,  in  this  act,  between,  perhaps, 
the  remotest  regions  of  different  kingdoms,  no  au- 
thentication is  required  ; and,  upon  the  indorse- 
ment of,  perhaps,  a forged  warrant,  which  the 
English  justice  has  no  means  of  enquiring  into,  - 
a British  subject  is  to  be  marched  throughEngiand, 
and  carried  over  sea  to  Ireland,  there  to  learn  in 
the  county  of  Kerry,  or  Galway,  or  Derry,  that 
he  had  been  torn  from  his  family,  his  friends,  his 
business,  to  the  annihilation  of  his  credit,  the  ruin 
of  his  affairs,  the  destruction  of  ids  health,  in  con- 
d L sequence 
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sequence  of  a mistake,  ora  practical  joke,  or  an 
inhuman  or  remorseless  project  of  vindictive  ma- 
lice; and  that  he  is  then  at  liberty  to  return,  if  he 
is  able;  that  he  may  have  a good  action  at  law' 
against  the  worthy  and  responsible  bailift'  that 
abused  him,  if  he  is  foolish  enough  to  look  for  him, 
or  unfortunate  enough  to  find  him.  Can  you,  my 
lords,  be  brought  seriousl}"  to  believe,  that  such  a 
construction  would  not  be  the  foulest  aspersion 
upon  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  legislature  ? 

I SAID,  my  lords,  tliat  an  Englishmon  may  be 
taken  upon  the  endorsement  of  a forged  warrant, 
L.et  me  not  be  supposed  such  a simpleton  as  to 
think  that  the  danger  of  forgeiw  makes  a shade  of 
ditference  in  the  subject.  I know  too  w^ell  that 
calendar  of  saints,  the  Irish  justices;  I am  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  prosecuting  and  defending 
them  everv  term  and  every  commission,  not  to'be 
able  to  guess  at  what  price  a customer  might  have 
real  warrants  by  the  dozen ; and,  without  much 
sagacity,  we  might  calculate  the  average  expense 
of  their  endorsement  at  the  other  side  of  the  water. 
•—But,  further  yet,  the  act  provides  that  the  ex- 
pense of  such  transmission  shall  be  paid  at  the 
end  of  the  journey,  by  the  place  where  the  crime 
has  been  committed — but,  who  is  to  supply  the 
expenses  by  the  way  ? what  sort  ol^rosecutors  do 
you  think  the  more  likely  to  advance  those  expen- 
ses, an  angry  minister,  ora  vindictive  individual? 
— 1 can  easily  see  that  such  a construction  would 
give  a most  eiiectual  method  of  getting  rid  of  a 

troublesome 
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troublesome  political  opponent ; or  a rival  in 
trade ; or  a rival  in  love ; or  of  quickening  the  un- 
dutiful  lingering  of  an  ancestor  that  felt  not  the 
maturity  of  his  heir ; but  I cannot  bring  myself  to 
believe,  that  a sober  legislature,  when  the  com-  . 
mon  rights  of  humanity  seem  to  be  beaten  into 
their  last  entrenchment,  and  to  make  their  last 
stand,  I trust  ill  God  a successful  one,  in  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  would  choose  exactly  that  awful 
crisis  for  destroying  the  most  vital  principles  of 
common  justice  and  liberty;  or  of  shewing  to 
these  nations,  that  their  treasure  and  their  blood 
were  to  be  wasted  in  struggling  for  the  noble  pri- 
vilege of  holding  the  right  of  freedom,  of  habi- 
tation, and  of  country,  at  the  courtesy  of  every 
little  irritable  officer  of  state,  or  of  our  worship- 
ful Rivets,  and  Bells,  and  Medlicots,  and  their 
trusty  and  weli-beloved  cousins  and  catchpoles. 

But,  my  lords,  even  if  the  prosecutor  should 
succeed,  which,  for  the  honour  and  character  of 
Ireland,  I trust  he  cannot,  in  wringing  from  the 
benchanadmissionthatall  offences  whatsoeverare 
within  this  act,  he  will  have  only  commenced  his 
honourable  cause,  he  w ill  only  have  arrived  at  the 
vestibule  of  atrocity.  . He  has  now  to  shew  that 
Air.  Johnson  is  within  the  description  of  a male- 
factor, making  his  escape  into  Ireland,  whereby 
his  offence  may  remain  unpunished,  and  liable  to 
be  arrested  under  a warrant  indorsed  in  that  place 
whither  or  where  such  person  shall  escape,  go  into, 
rpside,  or  be.  For  this  enquiry  you  must  refer  to 
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the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  George  II. 
The  first  of  these,  twenty- third,  c.  11.  recites 
the  mischief— that  persons  against  whom  war- 
rants  are  granted  intoother  counties,  and 

thereby  avoid  being  punished.” — ^'Phe  enacting 
part  then  gives  the  remedy: — ^‘the  justice  for  the 
placeinto  which .ye/cA  person  shall  have  gone  or 
escaped  shall  indorse  the  original  warrant,  and  - 
the  person  accused  shall  thereunder  be  sent  to 
“ the  justice  who  granted  it,  to  be  by  him  dealt 
with, 

If  words  can  be  plain,  these  words  are  so— 
they  extend  to  persons  actually  committing  crimes 
within  a jurisdiction,  and  actually  escaping  into 
some  other  after  warrant  granted,  and  thereby 
avoiding  trial. — In  this  act  there  was  found  two 
liefects: — first,  it  did  not  comprehend  persons 
changing  their  abode  before  warrant  issued,  and 
whose  removing,  as  not  being  a direct  flight  from 
pursuit,  could  scarcely  be  called  an  escape 
secondly,  it  did  not  give  the  second  justice  a pow- 
er to  bail. — And  here  you  see  bow  essential  to 
justice  it  ivas  deemed,  that  the  person  arrested 
should  be  bailed  on  the  spot  and  the  moment  of 
arrest,  if  the  charge  was  bailable. 

Accordingly,  tlie twenty-fourth  of  Georgell. 
cap.  55.  was  made:* — After  reciting  the  former 
act,  and  the  class  of  offenders  thereby  described 
namely,  actual  offenders  actually  escaping,  it  re- 
cites that  ‘‘  whereas  such  ojfcndcrs  may  reside  or 
- ' " be 


be  in  some  other  county  before  the  warrant 
granted,  and  without  escaping  or  going  out  of 
the  county  after  such  warrant  granted/'  it  then 
enacts,  that  the  justice  for  such  place  where 
such  person  shall  escape,  go  into,  reside,  or  be, 
shall  indorse,  &c.  and  may  bail  if  bailable,  or 
transmit,  &c. 

Now  the  construction  of  these  two  acts  taken 
together  is  manifestly  this  : it  takes  in  every  per- 
son, who  being  in  any  jurisdiction,  and  com- 
mitting an  offence  therein,  escaping  after  warrant, 
or  without  escaping  after  warrant,  going  into 
some  other  jurisdiction,  and  who  shall  there  7’c- 
that  is,  permanent!}^  abide,  or  shall  be,  that 
is  permanently,  so  as  to  be  called  a resident. 

Now  here  it  is  admitted  that  Mr.  Johnson  was 
n o t w’  i th  i n t h c real  m 0 f E n gl  an  d s i n c e t h e begi  n i n g 
of  1802,  more  than  a year  before  the  offence  ex- 
isted ; and  therefore  you  are  gravely  called  upon 
to  say  that  he  is  the  person  who  made  his  escape 
from  a place  where  he  never  was,  and  into  a 
place  which  he  had  never  left. — To  let  in  this 
wise  and  humane  instruction,  see  what  you  are 
called  upon  to  do  : — the  statute  makes  such  per- 
sons liable  to  arrest  if  they  shall  have  done  cer- 
tain things,  to  wit,  if  they  shall  escape,  go  into, 
reside,  or  be,-  but  if  the  fact  of  simply  being, 
i.  c.  existing  in  another  jurisdiction,  is  sufficient 
to  make  them  so  liable,  it  follows  of  course,  that 
that  the  two  only  verbs  that  imply  doing  any 
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thing,  that  is  escape  or  go  into,  must  be  regarded 
as  superfluous,  that  is,  that  the  legislative  had 
no  idea  whatsoever  to  be  conveyed  by  them  when 
they  used  them,  arid  therefore  are  altogether  ex- 
punged and  rejected. 

Such,  my  lords,  are  the  strange  and  unnatural 
monsters  that  may  be  produced  by  the  union  of 
malignity  and  folly.  I cannot  but  own  that  I feel 
an  indignant,  and  perhaps-,  ill-natured  satisfaction 
in  reflecting  that  my  own  country  cannot  mono- 
polize the  derision  and  detestation  that  such  a 
production  must  attract.  It  was  originally  con- 
ceived by  the  wisdom  of  the  east;  it  has  made  its 
escape,  and  come  into  Ireland  under  the  sanction 
of  the  first  criminal  judge  of  the  empire  : where, 
I trust  in  God,  we  shall  have  only  to  feel  shame 
©r  anger  at  the  insolence  of  the  visit ; without 
the  melanqholy  aggravation  of  such  an  execrable 
guest  continuing^  resideor  to  be  among  us.  On 
the  contrary,  I will  not  dismiss  the  cheeiing  ex- 
pectation from  my  heart,  that  your  decision,  my 
lords,  will  shewthe  British  nation,  thata  country, 
having  as  just  and  as  proud  an  idea  of  liberty  as 
herself,  isnotan  unworthy  ally  in  the  great  contest 
for  the  rights  of  humanity ; is  no  unworthy  asso- 
ciate in  resisting  the  progress  of  barbarity  and 
military  depotism ; and  in  defending  against  its 
enemies  that  great  system  of  British  freedom,  in 
which  we  have  now  acommon interest,  andunder 
the  ruins  of  which,  if  it  should  be  overthrown 

we  must  be  buried  in  a common  destruction, 
we  juu  j 
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I AM  not  ignorant,  my  lords,  that  this  extraor- 
dinary construction  has  received  the  sanction  of 
another  court,  nor  of  the  surprise  and  dismay  with 
%vhichit  smote  upon  the  general  heart  of  the  bar. 

1 am  aware  that  I may  have  the  mortification  of 
being  told  in  another  country  of  tliat  unhappy  de- 
cision, and  I foresee  in  what  confusion  I shall 
hangdown  my  head  when  tarn  told  it.  But  I che- 
rish too  the  consolatory  hope,  that  I shall  be  able 
to  tel!  them  that  I had  an  old  and  learned  friend, 
whom  I would  put  aboveall  thesvveepings  of  their  ' 
hall,  who  vvasof  a different  opinion ; who  had  de- 
rived hisideasof  civil  libertyfrom  the  purest  foun- 
tains of  Athens  and  of  Rome;  who  had  fed  the 

youthful  vigour  of  his  studious  mind  with  the  theo- 
retic knowledge  of  their  wisest  philosophers  and 
•Statesmen  ; and  who  had  refined  the  theory  into 

the  quick  and  exquisitesensibilityofmoral  instinct, 

by  contemplating  the  practice  of  their  mostillus- 
trious  examples;  by  dwelling  on  the  sweet  soul’d 
piety  of  Cimon  ; on  the  anticipated  Christianity 
of  Socrates ; on  the  gallant  and  pathetic  patriot- 
ism of  Epaminondas;  on  that  pure  austerity  of 
Fabricius,vvhomto  move  from  his  integrity  would 
have  been  more  difficult  than  to  have  pushed  the 
sun  from  his  course.  I would  add,  that  if  he  had 
seemed  to  hesitate,  it  was  but  for  a moment ; that 
hishesitation  waslike  the  passing  cloud  that’lloats 
across  the  morning  sun,  and  hides  itfroin  the  view 
and  does  so  for  a moment  hide  it  by  involving  the 
spectator  without  even  approaciiing  the  face  of 

the 
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the  luminary  : And  this  soothing  hope  I draw 
from  the  dearest  and  tenderest  recollections  of 
my  life,  from  the  remembrance  of  those  attic' 
nights  and  those  refections  of  the  gods  which  we 
have  spent  with  those  admired  and  respected  and 
beloved  companions  who  have  gone  before  us;— 
over  whose  ashes  the  most  precious  tears  of  I reland 
have  been  shed  : yes,  my  good  lord,  I see  yon  do 
not  forget  them  ; 1 see  their  sacred  forms  passing 
in  sad  review  before  your  rnemory;  I see  your 
pained  and  softened  fancy  recalling  those  happy 
meetings,  when  the  innocent  enjoyment  of  social 
mirth  expanded  into  the  nobler  warmth  of  social 
virtue;  and  the  horizon  of  the  board  became  en- 
larsred  into  the  horizon  of  man  ; — when  the  swell-' 
ing  heart  conceived  and  communicated  the  pure" 
and  generous  purpose, — when  my  slenderer  and 
younger  taper  imbibed  its  borrowed  light  from 
the  more  matured  and  redundant  fountain  of 
yours.  Yes,  my  lord,  we  can  remember  those 
nights  without  any  other  regret  than  that  they 
can  never  more  return,  for 

“ We  spent  them  not  in  toys,  or  lust,  or  wine ; 

But  search  ol  deep  philosophy. 

Wit,  eloquence  and  poesy. 

Arts,  which  I lor'd,  for  they,  my  friend,  were  ihine.*^* 

But,  my  lords,  to  return  to  a subject  from  which 
to  have  thus  far  departed,  I think,  may  not  be 

wholly 

* Lord  Avonmore  he  was  certainly  a strong  likeness  to  the 
picture.  Those  who  know  him  perceive  and  acknowledge  it. 
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wholly  without  excuse.  The  express  object  of  the 
forty-fourth  was  to  send  persons /row  places  where 
they  w^ere  not  triable  by  law,  back  to  the  places 
that  had  jurisdiction  to  try  them.  And  in  those 
very  words  does  Mr.  justice  Blackstone  observe 
on  the  thirteenth  of  the  king,  that  it  was  made  to 
prevent  impunity  by  escape,  by  giving  a power 
of  sending  back”  such  offenders  as  had  so  es- 
caped. 

This  topic  of  argument  would  now  naturally 
claim  its  place  in  the  present  discussion.  I men- 
tion it  now,  that  it  might  not  be  supjx>sed  that  I 
meant  to  pretermit  so  important  a consideration. 
And  I only  mention  it,  because  it  will  connect  it- 
self with  a subsequent  head  of  this  enquiry  in  a 
manner  more  forcibly  applicable  to  the  object, 
when  1 think  I may  venture  to  say,  it  will  appear 
to  demonstration,  that  if  theoffence  charged  upon 
th'e  defendant  is  triable  at  all,  it  is  triable  in  Ire- 
land and  no  where  else  ; and  of  course  that  the 
prosecutors  are  acting  in  direct  violation  of  the 
statute,  when  they  seek  to  transport  him  from  a 
place  where  he  can  be  tried,  into  another  country 
that  can  have  no  possible  jurisdiction  over  him. 

Let  us  now,  my  lords^  examine  the  next  posi- 
tion contended  for  by  those  learned  prosecutors. 
Having  laboured  to  prove  that  the  act  applies  not 
merely  to  ca[)ital  crimes,  but  to  all  offences  what- 
soever ; having  laboured  to  slievv  that  an  act  for 
preventing  impunity  by  escape  extends  to  cases 
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not  only  where  there  was  no  escape,  but  where  es- 
cape in  fact  was  physically  impossible  3 they  pro- 
ceed to  put  forward  boldly  a doctrine  which  no 
lawyer,  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  it,  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall  would  have  the  foll}^  or  the  temerity  to 
advance ; that  is,  that  the  defendant  may  by  con- 
struction of  law  be  guilty  of  the  oflence  in  West- 
minster, though  he  should  never  have  passed  within 
its  limits  till  he  w^as  sent  thither  to  be  tried : wdth 
what  a fatal  and  inexorable  uniformity  do  the  tem- 
pers and  characters  of  men  domineer  over  their 
actions  and  conduct ! How  clearly  must  an  Eng- 
lishman, if  by  chance  there  be  any  now  listening 
to  us,  discern  th^  motives  and  principles  that  dic- 
tated the  odious  persecutions  of  1794  re-assuming 
their  operations  ^ forgetting  that  public  spirit  by 
which  they  were  frustrated  ; unappalled  by  fear, 
undeterred  by  shame,  and  returning  again  to  the 
charge  ; the  same  wild  and  impious  nonsense  of 
constructive  criminality,  the  same  execrable  ap- 
plication of  the  ill-understood  rules  of  a vulgar, 
clerk-like,  and  illiterate  equity,  to  the  sound  and 
plain  and  guarded  maxims  of  the  criminal  law  of 
England ! the  purest,  the  noblest,  tlie  chastest 
system  of  distributive  justice  that  was  ever  vene- 
rated by  the  wise,  or  perverted  by  the  foolish,  or 
that  the  children  of  men  in  any  age  or  climate  of 
the  world  have  ever  yet  beheld ; the  same  instru- 
ments, the  same  movements,  the  same  artists, 
the  same  doctrines,  the  same  doctors,  the  same 
servile  and  infuriate  contempt  of  humanity,  and 
persecution  of  freedom  i tho  shadows  of  the 

varying 


varying  hour  that  extend  or  contract  their  length, 
as  the  beam  of  a rising  or  sinking  sun  plays  up- 
on the  gnomon  of  self-interest ! How  demon- 
stratively does  the  same  appetite  for  mice  au- 
thenticate the  identity  of  the  transformed  prin- 
cess that  had  been  once  a cat. 

But  it  seems  as  if  the  whole  order  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  moral  and  the  physical  w’orld 
had  been  contrived  for  the  instruction  of  man, 
and  to  warn  him  that  he  is  not  immortal.  In  eve- 
ry  age, 'in  every  country,  do  we  see  the  natural 
rise,  advancement,  and  decline  of  virtue  and  of 
science.  So  it  has  been  in  Greece,  in  Rome  ; so 
it  must  be,  I fear,  the  fate  of  England.  In  sci- 
ence, the  point  of  its  maturity  and  manhood  is 
the  commencement  of  its  old  age;  the  race  of 
writers,  and  thinkers,  andreasoners  passes  away, 
and  gives  place  to  a succession  of  men  that  can 
neitiier  write,  nor  think,  nor  reason.  The  Hales, 

the  Holts,  and  the  Somers  shed  a transient  light 

» 

upon  mankind,  but  are  soon  extinct  and  disap- 
pear, and  give  place  to  a superficial  and  over- 
weening generation  of  laborious  and  strenuous 
idlers, — of  silly  scholiasts,  of  wrangling  mooters, 
of  prosing  garrulists,  who  explore  their  darkling 
ascent  upon  the  steps  of  science,  by  the  balus- 
trade of  cases  and  manuscripts,  who  calculate 
their  depth  by  their  darkness,  and  fanty  they  are 
profound  because  they  feel  they  are  perplexed. 
When  the  race  of  the  Palladios  is  extinct,  you  may 
expect  toseeaclumsy  hod-inan  collected  beneath 
M the 
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the  shade  of  his  shoulders,  tt,n%  vivt^rt 

' KtipxXilD  KUly  iV^iCtq  6»«0yf,  affeCtlllg  tO’flillg  B 

builder’s  glance  upon  the  temple,  on  the  propor- 
tion of  its  pillars  ; and  to  pass  a critics  judgment 
on  the  doctrine  that  should  be  preached  within 
them. 

I 

‘ Let  it  not,  my  lords,  be  considered  amiss,  that 
I take  this  up  rather  as  an  English  than  an  Irish 
question.  It  is  not  merely  because  we  have  no 
Habeas  Corpus  law  in  existence  (the  antiquarian 
may  read  of  it,  though  we  do  not  enjoy  it) ; it  is 
not  merely  because  my  mind  refuses  itself  to  the 
delusion  of  imaginary  freedom,  and  shrinks  from 
the  meanness  ofaffecting  an  indignant  haughtiness 
of  spirit  that  belongs  not  to  our  condition,  that  I 
am  disposed  to  argue  it  as  an  English  question ; but 
it  is  because  I am  aware,  that  we  have  now  a com- 
munity of  interest  and  of  destiny  that  we  never  had 
before— because  I am  aware,  that,  blended  as  we 
now  are,  the  liberty  of  man  must  fall  where  it  is 
highest,  or  rise  where  it  is  lowest,  till  it  finds  its 
common  level  in  the  common  empire— and  be- 
cause, also,  I wish  that  Englishmen  may  see,  that 
we  are  conscious  that  nothing  but  mutual  bene- 
volence and  sympathy  can  support  the  common 
interest  that  should  bind  us  against  the  external  or 
the  intestine  foe;  and  that  we  are  willing,  when- 
ever the  common  interest  is  attacked,  to  make  an 
honest  and  animated  resistance,  as  in  a common 
cause,  and  with  as  cordial  and  tender  anxiety  for 
their  safety  as  for  our  own. 
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Let  me  now  briefly,  because  no  subject  can  be 
shorter  or  plainer,  consider  the  principle  of  local 
jurisdictions,  and  constructive  crimes: 

A MAN  is  bound  to  obedience,  and  punishable 
for  disobedience  of  laws: — first,  because,  by  liv- 
ing within  their  jurisdiction,  he  avails  himself  of 
their  protection  ; and  this  isno  more  than  the  re- 
ciprocality  of  protection  and  allegiance  on  a nar- 
rower scale — and  secondly,  because,  by  so  living 
within  their  jurisdiction  he  has  the  meansof  know- 
ing them,  and  cannot  be  excused  because  of  his 
Ignorance  of  them.  I should  be  glad  to  know, 
upon  the  authority  of  what  manuscript,  of  what 
pocket- case, the  soundness  of  theseprinciples  can 
be  disputed?  I should beglad  to  know  upon  what 
known  principle  of  English  law,  a Chinese,  ora 
a I^aplander,  can  bekipnappedinto  England,  and 
arraigned  for  a crime  which  he  committed  under 
the  pole,  to  the  injury  of  a country  which  he  had 
never  seen — in  violation  of  a law  which  he  had 
never  known,  and  to  which  he  could  not  owe  obe- 
dience—and,  perhaps,  for  an  act,  the  non-per- 
formance of  which  might  have  forfeited  his  liberty 
or  his  life  to  the  laws  of  that  country  which  he  was 
bound  to  know,  and  was  bound  to  obey  ? ^^ery 
dilTerentlydid  our  ancestorsthink  of  that  subject; 
— Tliey  thought  it  essential  to  justice,  that  the  ju- 
risdiction of  criminal  law  should  be  local  and  de- 
fined—that  no  man  sould  be  triable  but  there,  where 
be  was  accused  of  having  actually  committed  the 
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offence;  where  the  character  of  the  prosecutor, 
where  his  own  character  was  known,  as  well  as  the 
characters  of  the  witnesses  produced  against  him; 
and  where  he  had  the  authority  of  legal  process 
to  enforce  the  attendance  of  witnesses  for  his  de- 
fence. They  were  too  simple  to  know  any  thing 
of  the  equity  of  criminal  law.  Poor  Ihacton  or 
Fleta  would  have  stared  if  you  had  asked  them, 
“ W hat,  gentlemen,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  such 
a crime  as  this  shall  escape  from  punishment  V* 
Their  answer  would  have  been,  no  doubt,  very 
simple  and  very  foolish:  they  would  have  said. 
We  know  there  are  many  actions  that  we  think 
bad  actionSjWhich  yet  are  not  punishable,  because 
not  triable  by  law  ; and  that  are  not  triablCi  be- 
cause of  the  local  liniits  ofcriminal  jurisdictions.’^ 
And,  ray  lords,  to  shew  with  w hat  a religious  scru- 
pulosity the  locality  of  jurisdictions  was  observed 
vouliave  an  instancein  the  most  odious  of  all  of- 
fences, treason  only  excepted — I mean  the  crime 
of  wilful  murder.  By  the  common  law,  if  a man 
in  one  county  procured  a murder  to  be  commited 
w hich  was  afterwards  actually  committed  in  an- 
other, such  procurer  could  not  be  tried  in  either 
jurisdiction,  because  the  crime  w^as  not  completed 
in  either.  This  defect  was  remedied  by  the  act  of 
Edward  VI.  w hich  made  the  author  of  the  crime 
amenable  to  justice  : But  in  what  jurisdiction  did 
it  make  him  amenable  ? was  it  there  where  the 
murder  was  actually  perpetrated  r by  no  means, 
but  there  only  where  he  iiad  been  guilty  of  the 
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procurement  and  where  alone  his  accessorial  of- 
fence was  completed.  And  here  you  have  the  au- 
thority of  parliament  for  this  abstract  position, 
that  where  a man  livingjin  onejurisdiction  does  an 
act,  in  consequence  of  which  a crime  is  committed 
within  another  jurisdiction,  he  is  by  la\v  triable 
only  w'here  his  own  personal  act  of  procurement 
was  committed,  and  not  there  where  the  procured 
or  projected  crime  actually  took  effect.  In  an- 
swer to  these  known  authorities  of  common  Inw, 
has  any  statute,  has  a single  decision  or  even  dic- 
tum of  a court,  been  adduced  ? Or,  in  an  age  w hen 
the  pastry-cooks  and  snuff-shops  have  deen  de- 
frauded of  their  natural  right  to  these  compositi- 
ons that  mav  be  useful  without  being  read,  has  even 
a single  manuscript  been  offered  to  shew"  the  re- 
searches of  these  learned  prosecutors,  or  to  sup- 
port their  cause  ? No,  my  lords  3 there  has  not. 

I SAID,  my  lords,  that  this  was  a fruit  from  the 
same  tree  that  produced  the  stupid  and  wdeked 
prosecutions  of  1794  : let  me  not  be  supposed  to 
say  it  is  a mere  repetition  of  that  attempt,  w ithout 
any  additional  aggravation.  In  1/94,  the  design 
and  odious  enough  it  was,  w^as  confined  to  the  dec- 
trine  of  constructive  guilt;  but  it  did  not  venture 
upon  the  atrocious  outrage  of  a substituted  juris- 
diction ; the  Englislimaii  was  tried  on  English 
ground,  wdiere  he  was  known,  wdiere  be  could  pro 
cure  his  witnesses,  where  he  had  lived,  and  where 
he  was  accused  of  a crime,  w’liethcr  actual  or  con- 
structive ; 
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structice;  but  the  locality  of  the  trial  defeated  the 
infernal  malice  of  those  prosecutions.  The  spee- 
chesof  halfthe  natural  day,  where  every  jury-man 
had  his  hour,  were  the" knell  of  sleep,  but  thev 
were  not  the  knell  of  death.  The  project  was 
exposed,  and  the  destined  victims  were  saved. 
A piece  so  damned  could  not  safely  be  pr^xluced 
again  on  the  same  stage.  It  was  thought  wise, 
therefore,  to  let  some  little  time  pass,  and  then 
to  let  its  author  produce  it  on  some  distant  pro- 
vincial theatre  for  his  own  benefit,  and  at  his  own 
expense  and  hazard.  To  drag  an  English  judge 
from  his  bench,  or  an  English  member  of  parlia- 
ment from  the  senate,  and  in  the  open  day,  in 
the  city  of  London,  to  strap  him  to  the  roof  of 
a mail  coach,  or  pack  him  up  in  a waggon,  or 
hand  him  over  to  an  Irish  bailiff,  w ith  a rope 
tied  about  his  leg,  to  be  goaded  forward  like  an 
ox,  on  his  way  to  Ireland,  to  be  tlrere  tried  for 
a constructive  misdemeanor,  would  be  an  experi- 
ment, perhaps,  not  very  safe  to  be  attempted. 
These  merlins,  therefore,  thought  it  prudent  to 
change  the  scene  of  their  sorcery  •, 

inodo  Rofn^f,  modo  poiiit  AtJienis  ! 

The  people  of  England  might,  perhaps,  enter 
into  the  feelings  of  such  aii  exhibition  with  an 
officiousness  of  sympathy,  not  altogether  for' 
the  benefit  of  the  contrivers— 

Ncc  natos  coram  populo  Medea  trucidet^ 
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and  it  was  thought  wise  to  try  the  second  produc- 
tion  before  spectators  whose  necks  were  pliant,  and 
whose  hearts  were  broken  ; where  every  man  who 
dared  to  refuse  his  worship  to  the  golden  calf, 
would  have  the  furnace  before  his  ej^es,  and  think 
that  it  was  at  once  useless  and  dangerous  to  speak, 
and  discreet  at  least,  if  it  was  not  honest,  to  be  si- 
lent.— I cannot  deny  that  it  was  prudent  to  try  an 
experiment,  that  if  successful,  must  reduce  an 
Englishman  to  a state  of  slavery  more  abject  and 
forlorn  than  that  of  the  helots  of  Sparta,  or  the  ne- 
groes of  your  plantations — for  see  my  lords,  the 
extent  ofthe  construction  now  broadly  and  directly 
contended  for  at  your  bar Thekings’s  peace  in 
Ireland,  it  seems,  is  distinct  from  his  peace  in 
England,  and  both  arc  distinct  from  his  peace  in 
Scotland ; and,  of  course,  the  same  act  may  be  a 
crime  againt  each  distinct  peace,  and  severally  and 
successively  punishable  in  each  country — so  much 
more  inveterate  is  the  criminality  of  a construc- 
tive than  of  an  actual  offence.  So  that  the  same 
man  for  the  same  act  against  laws  that  he  never 
heard  of,  may  be  punished  in  Ireland,  be  then 
sent  to  England  by  virtue  of  the  warrant  of  Mr. 
justice  Bell,  endorsed  by  my  lord  Ellenborongh, 
and,  after  having  his  health,  his  hopes,  and  his 
property  destroyed  for  his  constructive  offences 
against  his  majesty’s  peace  iu.  Ireland,  and  his 
majesty’s  peace  in  England,  he  may  find  that  his 
majesty’s  peace  in  the  Orkneys  has  after  all,  a 
vested  remainder  in  his  carcass;  and,  if  it  be  the 
oase  ofa  libel,  for  the  full  time  and  term  of  fourteen 
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years  from  the  day  of  his  conviction  before  the 
Scottish  jurisdiction,  to  be  fully  compleated  and 
determined-  Is  there,  my  lords,  can  there  be  a 
man  %vho  hears  me,  that  does  not  feel  that  such 
a construction  of  such  a law  would  put  every 
individual  in  society  under  the  despotical  domi- 
nion, would  reduce  him -to  be  the  despicable 
chattel,  of  those  most  likely  to  abuse  their  power, 
the  profligate  of  the  higher,  and  the  abandoned  of 
the  lower  orders;  to  the  remorseless  malice  of  a 
vindictive  minister,  to  the  servile  instrumentality  of 
a trading  justice? — Can  any  man  who  hears  me 
conceive  any  possible  case  of  abduction,  of  rape 
or  of  murder,  that  may  not  be  perpetrated,  under 
the  construction  now  shamelessly  put  forward 
Let  us  suppose  a case : — By  this  construction  a 
person  in  Englandjb}"  procuring  a misdemeanor  to 
be  committed  in  Ireland,  is  constructively  guilty 
in  Ireland,  and,  of  course,  triable  in  Ireland — let 
us  suppose  that  Mr.  justice  Bell  receives,  or  says 
he  receives  infonuation,  that  the  lady  of  an  Eng- 
lish nobleman  wrote  a letter  to  an  Irish  chamber- 
maid, counselling  her  to  steal  a row  of  pins  from 
an  Irish  pedlar,  and  that  the  said  row'  of  pins  was, 
in  consequence  of  such  advice  and  counsel,  actu- 
ally stolen,  against  the  Irish  peace  of  our  lord  the 
king;  suppose  my  lord  Ellenborough,  knowing  the 
signature,  and  referencing  the  virtue  of  his  tried 
and  valued  colleague,  indorses  this  warrant;  is  it 
not  clear  as  the  sun  thatthis  English  lady  may,  in 
the  dead  of  night,  be  taken  out  of  her  bed,  and 
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surrendered  to  the  mercy  of  two  or  three  Irish  bail- 
iffs, if  the  captain  that  employed  them  should 
happen  to  be  engaged  in  any  cotemporar^^  adven- 
ture nearer  to  his  heart,  without  the  possibility  of 
any  legal  authority  interposing  to  save  her,  to  be 
matronized  in  a journey  b}^  land,  and  a voyage  b}’’ 
sea,  by  such  modest  and  respectable  guardians,  to 
be  dealt  with  during  the  journey  as  her  companions 
might  think  proper — and  to  be  dealt  with  after  by 
the  worshipful  correspondent  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  Mr.  justice  Bell,  according  to  law  ? — 
I can,  without  much  difficulty,  my  lords,  imagine, 
that  after  a year  or  two  had  been  spent  in  accounts 
current,  in  drawing  and  redrawing  for  human  flesh, 
between  our  worthy  Bells  and  Medlicots  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  and  their  noble  or  their  ignoble 
correspondentson  the  other,  that  they  might  meet 
to  settle  their  accounts,  and  adjust  their  balances 
lean  conceive  that  the  items  might  not  be  wholly 
destitute  of  curiosity:  — Brother  B.  I take  credit 
for  the  body  of  an  English  patriot.— Brother  E.  I 
set  off  against  it  that  of  an  Irish  judge. — Brother 
B.  I charge  you  in  account  with  three  Englisli 
bishops. — Brother  E.  I set  off  Mrs.  M‘Leau  and 
two  ofher  chickens ; petticoat  against  petticoat.-^ 
Brother  B.  I have  sent  you  the  body  of  a most  in- 
tractable disturber,  a fellow  that  has  had  the  impu- 
dence to  give  a threshing  to  Bonaparte  himself; 
I have  sent  you  Sir  Sidney. — Dearest  brother  E. 
—But  I see  my  learned  opponents  smile — I see 
their  nieaning.— I may  be  told,  that  I am  put- 
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ting  imaginary  and  ludicrou but  not  probable, 
and  therefore,  not  supposable  cases.— But  I an- 
swer, that  reasoning  would  be  w orthy  only  of  a 
slave,  and  disgraceful  to  a freeman.  I answer, 
that  the  condition  and  essence  of  rational  free- 
dom is,  not  that  the  subject  probably  w ill  not 
be  abused,  but  that  no  man  in  the  state  shall 
be  clothed  w ith  any  discretionary  pow  er,  under 
the  colour  and  pretext  of  w hich  he  can  dare  to 
abuse  him.  As  to  probability,  I answer,  that  in  the 
mind  of  man  there  is  no  more  instigating  temp- 
tation to  the  most  remorseless  oppression,  than  the 
rancour  and  malice  of  irritated  pride  and  w ound- 
ed vanity. — To.  the  argument  of  improbability  I 
answer,  the  very  fact,  the  very  question  in  debate 
nor  to  sucii  answer  can  I see  the  possibility  of  any. 
reply,  save  that  the  prosecutors  are  so  heai  tih*  sick 
of  the  point  of  view'  into  w hich  they  have  put  them- 
selves by  thcirproseciitiou,  that  they  are  not  likely 
again  to  make  a similar  experiment.  But  w hen  I 
:;ee  any  man  fearless  of  pow  er,  because  it  possibh’, 
or  probably,  may  not  be  exercised  upon  him,  I 
am  astonished  at  his  fortitude;  I am  iistonished  at 
the  tranquil  courage  of  any  man  who  can  quietly 
see  that  a loaded  cannon  is  brought  10  bear  upon 
him,  and  that  a fool  h sitting  at  its  touch-hole 
with  a lighted  match  in  his  hand.  And  yet,  my 
lords,  upon  a little  retlextion,  what  is  it,  afier 
w hat  w e Iiave  seen,  that  should  surprise  us,  how- 
ever it  may  shock  us  ?— What  have  the  last  ten 
years  of  the  world  been  employed  in,  but  in  des- 
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troying  the  land-marks  of  rights^  and  duties,  and 
obligations;  in  substituting  sounds  in  the  place 
of  sense  ; in  substituting  a vile  and  canting  me- 
thodisin  in  the  place  of  social  duty  and  practical 
honour;  in  suffering  virtue  to  evaporate  into 
phrase,  and  morality  into  hypocrisy  and  affecta- 
tion?— We  talk  of  the  violations  of  Hamburgh  or 
of  Baden ; v/e  talk  of  the  despotical  and  remorse- 
less barbarian  who  tramples  on  the  common  pri- 
vileges of  the  human  being ; who,  in  defiance  of 
the  most  known  and  sacred  rights,  issues  the  bru- 
tal mandate  of  usurped  authority;  who  brings  his 
victim  by  force  within  the  limits  of  a jurisdiction 
to  which  he  never  owed  obedience,  and  there 
butchers  him  for  a constructive  offence.  Does  it 
not  seem  as  if  it  was  a contest  whether  we  should 
be  more  scurrilous  in  invective,  or  more  atrocious 
in  imitation  ? Into  what  a condition  must  we  be 
sinking,  v/hen  we  have  the  front  to  select  as  thv* 
subjects  of  our  obloquy,  those  very  crimes  which 
we  have  flung  behind  us  in  the  race  of  profligate 
rival ity  ! 

My  lords,  the  learned  counsel  for  the  prosecu- 
tors have  asserted,  that  this  act  of  tlie  Ibrtv-fourth 
of  the  king  extends  to  all  offences,  no  matter  how^ 
long  or  previously  to  it  they  may  have  been  com- 
mitted.—-The  wo."ds  are,  That  from  and  after 
thefirstday  of  August,  1804,  ifanyperson,  kc. 
shall  escape,  &c.” — Now,  certainly  nothing 
could  be  moro  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  the 
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prosecutors  than  to  dismiss,  as  they  have  done, 
the  words  escape  and  go  into,”  altogether.  If 
those  words  could  have  been  saved  from  the  os- 
tracism of  the  prosecutors,  they  must  have  de- 
signated some  act  of  the  offenders,  upon  the  hap- 
pening or  doing  of  which  the  operation  of  the 
statute  might  commence ; but  the  temporary  bar 
of  these  words  they  wave  by  the  equity  of  their 
own  construction,  and  thereby  make  it  a retros- 
pective law  ; and  having  so  construed  it  a mani- 
festly ex  post  facto  law,  they  tell  you  it  is  no  such 
thing,  because  it  creates  no  new  offence,  and 
only  makes  the  offender  amenable  who  was  not 
so  before.  The  law  professes  to  take  effect  only 
from  and  after  the  first  of  August  1804  : — Now, 
for  eighteen  months  before  that  day,  it  is  clear 
that  Jvir.  Johnson  could  not  be  removed  by  any 
power  existing  from  his  country  and  his  dwell- 
ing ; but  the  moment  the  act  took  effect,  it  is 
made  to  operate  upon  an  alleged  offence,  commit- 
ted, if  at  all,  confessedly  eighteen  months  before. 
But  another  word  as  to  the  assertion,  that  it  is  not 
ex  post  facto,  because  it  creates  no  new  crime,  but 
only  makes  the  party  amenable.  The  force  of  that 
argument  is  precisely  this If  this  act  inflicted 
deportation  on  the  defendant  by  way  of  punisment 
after  his  guilt  had  beenestablished  by  conviction, 
that  would,  no  doubt,  be  tyrannical,  because 
facto  ; but  here  he  suffers  the  deportation,  while 
the  law  is  bound  to  suppose  him  perfectly  inno- 
cent 5 and  that  only  by  way  of  process  to  make 
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him  amenable,  not  by  way  of  punishment : and 
surely  he  cannot  be  so  unreasonable  as  not  to 
feel  the  force  of  the  distinction.  How  naturally, 
too,  we  find  similar  outrages  resort  to  similar  jus- 
tifications ! Such  exactly  was  the  defence  of  the 
forcible  entry  into  Baden.  Had  that  been  a bru- 
tal violence  committed  in  perpetration  of  the 
murder  of  the  unfortunate  victim,  perhaps  very 
scrupulous  moralists  might  find  something  in  it 
to  disapprove;  but  his  imperial  majesty  was  too 
delicately  tender  of  the  rights  of  individuals  and 
of  nations,  to  do  any  act  so  flagrantas  that  would 
be,  if  done  in  that  point  of  view  ; but  his  imperial 
majesty  only  introduced  a clause  of  ne  omittas 
into  his  warrant,  whereby  the  worshipful  Bells 
and  ^ledlicots  that  executed  it,  were  authorised 
to  disregard  any  supposed  phanfastical  privilege 
of  nations  that  gave  sanctuary  to  traitors ; and 
he  did  that  from  the  purest  motives;  from  as 
disinterested  a love  of  justice  as  that  of  the  pre- 
sent prosecutors,  and  not  at  all  in  the  way  of  an 
ex  post  facto  law,  but  merely  as  process  to 
bring  him  in,  and  make  him  amenable  to  the 
competent  and  unquestionable  jurisdiction  of 
thefx?/^  de  Roidognc. — Such  are  tl]e  ivretched  so- 
phistries to  which  men  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
course, when  their  passions  iiave  led  them  to  do 
what  no  thinking  man  can  regard  without  horror, 
W’hat  they  themselves  cannot  look  at  without 
shame  ; and  for  w hich  no  legitimate  reasoning 
can  suggest  citlier  justification  or  excuse.  Such 
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are  the  principles  of  criminal  justice,  on  which 
the  first  experiment  is  made  in  Ireland;  but  I 
Tent  lire  to  pledge  myself  to  my  fellow-subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  that,  if  tlie  experiment  succeeds, 
they  sliall  soon  have  the  full  benefit  of  that  suc- 
cess. I venture  to  promise  them,  they  shall  soon 
have  their  full  measure  of  this  salutary  system 
for  making  men  “ amenable,’^  lieaped  and  run- 
ning over  into  their  bosoms. 

There  now  remains,  my  lords,  one,  and  only 
one  topic  of  this  odious  subject,  to  call  for  ob- 
servation. The  offence  here  appears  by  the  re- 
turn and  the  affidavits  to  be  a libel  upon  the  Irish 
government;  published  by  construction  in  'West- 
minster. Of  the  constructive  commission  of  a 
crime  in  one  place  by  an  agent,  who,  perhaps, 
at  the  moment  of  the  act,  is  in  another  hemis- 
phere, you  have  already  enough: — Here,  there- 
fore, we  will  consider  it  simply  as  an  alleged  li- 
bel upon  the  Irish  government ; and  whether,  as 
such,  it  is  a charge  coming  within  the  meaning 
of  the  statute,  and  for  which  a common  justice  of 
peace  in  one  kingdom  is  empowered  to  grant  a 
w’arrant  for  conveying  the  person  accused  for 
trial  into  the  other.^  Your  lordships  will  observe, 
that  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  crimes  for  which 
a justice  of  peace  may  grant  a warrant,  there  is 
not  one  that  imposes  upon  him  the  necessity  of 
deciding  upon  any  matter  of  law,  involving  the 
smallest  doubt  or  difficulty  whatsoever.  In  trea- 
son. 
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son,  the  overt  act ; in  felony,  'whether  capital  or 
not,  the  act;  in  misdemeanors,  the  simple  act ; 
The  dullest  justice  can  understand  what  is  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  and  can  describe  it  in  his 
warrant.  It  is  no  more  than  die  description  of 
a fact  which  tlie  informer  has  seen  and  sworn  to. 
Blit  no  libel  comes  within  such  a class,  for  it  is 
decided  over  and  over,  that  a libel  is  no  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  upon  that  ground  it  w as  that 
Mr.  Wilkes,  in  1763,  w^as  allowed  the  privilege 
of  parliament,  which  privilege  does  not  extend 
to  any  breach  of  the  peace. 

See  then,  my  lords,  what  a task  is  imposed  upon 
a justice  of  the  peace,  if  he  is  to  grant  such  a war- 
rant upon  such  a charge : he  no  doubt  may  easily 
comprehend  the  allegation  of  the  informer  as  to 
the  fact  of  writing  the  supposed  libel ; in  deciding 
whether  the  facts  sworn  amounted  to  a publica- 
tion or  not,  I should  have  great  apprehension  of 
his  fallibility  ; but  if  he  got  over  those  difficulties 
I should  much  fear  for  his  competency  to  decide 
what  given  facts  would  amount  to  a constructive 
publication.— Blit  even  if  he  did  solve  that  question, 
a point  on  whicii,  if  I were  a justice,  I should  ac- 
knowledge myself  most  profoundlj-  ignorant,  he 
would  then  have  to  proceed  to  a labour  in  which  I 
believe  no  man  could  expect  him  to  succeed : that 
is,  how  far  the  paper  sworn  to  was,  in  point  of 
legal  construction,  libellous  or  not.  I trust,  this 
court  will  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  sanction,  by 
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its  decision,  a construction  that  would  give  to  such  ^ 
a set  of  men  a power  so  iiicoinpatibre  with  every 
privilege  of  liberty,  or  ol  law.  To  say  it  would 
give  an  irresistible  power  of  destroying  the  liberty 
of  the  press  in  Ireland  would,  I am  aware,  be  but 
asilly  argument,  wheresnch  athing  liaslong  ceas- 
ed to  exist ; but  I have  for  tliat  very  reason  a dou- 
ble interest  now,  as  a s\d)ject  of  the  empire,  in  that 
ivobleguardian  of  liberty  in  thesister  nation.  AV  hen 
iny  own  lamp  is  broken,  I have  a double  interest 
in thepreservation ofmy neighbour’s.  But ifevery 
maniiiEngland,  who  dares  to  observe,  noinatter 
liowhonestly  and  justly,  upon  the  conduct  of  Irish 
ministers,  is  liable  to  be  torn  from  his  family,  and 
dragged!  hither  by  an  I rish  b'aililT,  for  a constructive 
libel  against  the  Irish  goverinnent,  and  upon  the 
authority  of  an  Irish  warrant,  no  man  caii  be  such 
a fool  as  not  to  see  the  consequence.  The  in- 
evitable consequence  is  this  : that  at  this*  awful 
crisis,  when  the  weal,  not  of  this  empire  only, 
but  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  depends  on 
the  steady  faith  and  the  consolidated  efforts  of 
these  two  countries — when  Ireland  is  become  the 
right  arm  of  England — when  every  thing  that 
<lraws  the  common  interest  and  affection  closer 
gives  the  hope  of  life — when  every  thing  that  has 
even  a tendency  to  relax  that  sentiment  is  a 
symptom  of  death, — even  at  such  a crisis  may  the 
rashness  or  folly  of  those  entrusted  with  its  ma- 
nagement so  act  as  to  destroy  its  internal  pros- 
perity and  repose,  and  lead  it  into  the  two-fold, 
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lata!  error,  of  mistaking  its  natural  enemies  for 
its  friends,  and  its  natural  friends  for  its  natural 
enemies  ; Avithout  any  man  being  found  so  ro- 
manticaliy  daring  as  to  give  notice  of  the  ap- 
proaching destruction. 

AIy  lord^s,  [suppose  tliolearned counsel  will  do 
here  what  they  have  done  in  the  other  court:  they 
will  assert,  tliat  tliis  libel  is  not  triable  here;  and 
they  will  argue,  that  so  false  and  henious  a produc- 
tion surely  ought  to  be  triable  somewhere.  As  to 
the  first  |)Osition,  I say  the  law  is  directly  against 
them.  From  a very  early  stage  of  the  discussion, 
the  gentlemen  for  the  prosecution  thought  it  wise 
for  their  clients  totakearangeinto  the  facts  much 
more  at  large  than  they  appeared  on  the  return 
to  the  writ,  or  even  l)y  the  affidavits  that  have 
been  made;  and  they  have  done  this  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  aggi’avating  the  guilt  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  at  the  same  time  of  panegyrising  their 
clients  ; they  have  therefore  not  argued  upon  the 
libel  generally  as  a libel,  but  they  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  appear  perfectly  acquainted  with  tiie 
charges  which  it  contains  : — they  have  therefore 
assumed,  that  it  relates  to  the  transactions  of  the 
twenty-third  of  J idy,  1803,  and  that  the  guilt  of 
the  defendant  was,  that  he  wrote  that  letter  in 
Ireland,  which  was  afterwards  published  in  En- 
gland ; not  by  himself,  but  by  some  other  per- 
sons. Now,  on  these  facts,  nothing  can  be  clear- 
er than  that  he  is  triable  liere.  if  it  be  a libel, 
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if  he  wrote  it  here,  and  it  was  published  in 
' England,  most  manifestly  there  must  have  been 
a precedent  publication,  not  merely  by  construc- 
tion of  law,  in  Ireland,  but  a publication  by  ac- 
tual fact ; and  for  this  plain  reason,  if  you  for  a 
moment  suppose  the  libel  in  his  possession  (and 
if  he  did  in  fact  write  it,  I can  scarcely  conceive 
- that  it  was  not,  unless  he  wrote  it  perhaps  by  con- 
struction), there  was  no  physical  means  of  trans- 
mitting it  to  England  that  would  not  amount  to 
a publication  here  ; because,  if  he  put  it  into  the 
post-office,  or  gave  it  to  a messenger  to  carry 
thither,  that  would  be  complcteevidence  of  publi- 
cation against  him  : so  would  the  mere  posses>ion 
of  the  paper,  in  the  hands  of  the  witness  who  ap- 
peared and  produced  it,  be  perfect  evidence,  if  not 
accounted  for  or  contradicted,  to  charge  him  with 
the  publication  ; so  that  really  I am  surprised  how 
gentlemen  could  be  betrayed  into  positions  so  ut- 
terly withoiit  foundation.  They  would  have  done 
just  as  usefully  for  their  clients,  if  they  had  admit- 
ted, what  every  man  knows  to  be  the  fact,  that 
is,  that  tiiey  durst  not  bring  the  charge  before 
an  Irish  Jury.  Tlie  Ihcls  of  that  period  were 
loo  well  understood,  d'he  Irish  jmblic  might 
have  looked  at  such  a j)rosecution  with  the  most 
incredulous  detestation^  and  if  they  had  been  so 
iudisen'eet  as  to  run  tlie  risk  of  comjng  before  an 
Irish  Jury,  instead  of  refuting  the  charges  against 
t h e m a s a c a 1 u m n t hey  wo u ! d h a ve  ex p osed  t h e ni - 
selves  to  the  peril  of  establishing  the  accusation, 
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and  of  raising  the  character  of  the  man  whom  they 
had  the  heart  to  destroy,  because  he  had  dared,  to 
censure  them.  Let  not  the  learned  gentlemen,  I 
pray,  suppose  me  so  ungracious  as  to  say,  that 
, this  publication,  which  has  given  so  much  pain 
,to  their  clients,  is  actually  true  ; I cannot  per- 
sonally J;now  it  to  be  so,  nor  do  I say  so,  nor  is 
this  the  place  or  the  occasion  to  say  that  it  is  so. 
1 mean  only  to  speak  positively  to  the  question 
before  you,  which  is  matter  of  law.  But  as  the 
ge.ni/lemen  themselves  thought  it  meet  to  pro- 
noil  nee  an  eulogy  on  their  clients,  I thought  it 
rather  unseemly  not  to  shew  that  I attended  to 
them  : I have  most  rcspectfidly  done  so  j I do 
not  contradict  any  praise  of  their  virtues  or  their 
' wisdom,  and  I only  wish  to  add  my  very  humble 
commendation  of  their  prudence  and  discretion, 
in  not  bringing  the  trial  of  the  present  libel  be- 
fore a jury  of  this  country. 

The  learned  counsel  have  not  been  contented 
with  abusing  this  libel  as  a production  perfectly 
known  to  them  ; but  thej'  have  wandered  into  the 
regions  of  fancy.  No  doubt  the  other  judges,  to 
whom  those  pathetic  flights  of  forensic  sensibility 
were  addressed,  must  have  been  strongly  aifected 
by  them.  The  learned  gentlemen  have  supposed 
a variety  of  possible  cases.  They  have  supposed 
cases  of  the  foulest  calumniators  aspersing  the 
most  virtuous  minister.  Wliethef  such  sup- 
posed cases  liave  been  suggested  by  fancy,  or  by 
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iactj  it  Is  not  ior  me  to  dcciue  ; but  I beg  leave 
to  say,  that  it  is  as  allowable  to  us  as  to  them  to 
, put  castes  of  supposition — 

— Cur  ego  si^fingcrc  pane  a 
Posmm^  invidear  ? 

Let  me  then,  my  lords,  put  an  imaginary  case  of 
a different  kind  : — Let  me  suppose,  that  a great 
personage,  entrusted  with  tlie  safety  of  the  cita- 
del (meaning  and  wishing  perhaps  well,  but 
misled  by  those  lackquered  vermin  that  swarm 
in  every  great  hall),  leaves  it  so  loosely  guarded, 
that  nothing  but  the  gracious  interposition  of 
Providence  has  saved  it  f om  the  enemy.  Let 
me  suppose  another  great  personage  going  out 
of  his  natural  department,  and,  under  the  sup- 
posed authority  of  high  station,  disseminating 
such  doctrines  as  tend  to  root  up  the  foundation 
of  society — to  destroy  all  confidence  between 
man  and  in  an —and  to  impress  the  great  body  of 
the  people  with  a delusive  and  desperate  opinion, 
that  tlieir  religion  could  dissolve  or  condemn  the 
sacred  obligations  that  bind  them  to  their  coun- 
try— that  their  rulers  have  no  reliance  upon  their 
faith,  and  are  resolved  to  shut  the  gates  of  mer- 
cy against  them. 

Suppose  a good  and  virtuous  man  saw,  that 
such  doctrines  must  necessarily  torture  the  nation 
into  such  madness  and  despair,  as  to  render  them 
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unfit  for  any  system  of  mild  or  moderate  govern- 
ment; that,  if  on  one  side,  bigotry  or  folly  shall 
inject  theii*  veins  with  fire,  such  a fe;^er  must  be 
kindled  as  can  he  allayed  only  by  keeping  a 
stream  of  blood  perpetually  running  from \ho 
other,  and  that  tb.e  horrors  of  martial  law  must 
become  the  oirelul  but  inevitable  con5er|ucnce, 
la  siicli  a case,  let  me  ask  you  what  would  be  hb 
sndispensable  duty  ?— it  would  be,  to  avert  such 
du  eadful  daugers,  by  exposing  the  conduct  of 
sacli  persons,;  by  holding  up  the  folly  of  such 
bigoted  and  blind  entbusiasm  to  condign  derisi- 
on and  contempt ; and  painfully  would  he  feel 
that  on  SUCH  an  occasion  be  must  dismiss  all 
forms  and  ceromouies  ; and  tliat  to  do  bis  duty 
with  effect,  he  must  do  it  without  mercja  H<> 
should  also  foi-esee,  that  a person  so  acting,  when 
he  returned  to  those  to  wliom  lie  was  responsible, 
would  endeavour  to  justify  himself  by  defamim’ 
the  country  whic-h  be  had  a!.«scd-for  calumny 
is  the  natural  delenee  of  the  oppressor : he  should, 
therefore,  so  reduce  hjs  personal  credit  to  its 
just  standard,  that  his  assertions  might  find  no 
more  belief  than  they  deserved.  Were  such  a 

jierson  to  be  looked  on  asamcreprivateindividnai, 

( harityand  good-nature  might  suggest  not  a little, 
ill  bis  excuse.  An  ine.'ipcrieneedman,  newiptbe 
world,  and  in  the  liouey-moon  of  preferinent, 
would  run  no  small  risk  of  having  iii.s  iiead  lurncd 
an  Ireland.  The  people  in  our  island  are  by  na- 
•ture  penetrating,  sagaeioii.s,  artful  and  comic— 
vMio  comceda  cstd  In  no  country  under  heaven 
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would  an  ass  be  more  likely  to  be  hood-winked, 
by  having  his  ears  drawn  over  his  eyes,  and  ac- 
quire that  phantastical  alacrity  that  makes  dull- 
ness disposable  to  the  purpose.of  luimorous  malice, 
or  interested  imposture.  In  Ireland,  a new  great 
man  could  get  the  freedom  of  a science  as  easily 
as  of  a corporation,  and  become  a doctor,  by 
construction,  of  the  whole  Encyclopeedia  and 
great  allowance  might  be  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances for  indiscretions  and  mistakes,  as 
long  as  they  related  only  to  himself ; but  the  mo- 
ment they  become  public  mischiefs;  they  lose  all 
pretensions  to  excuse — the  very  ambition  of  in- 
capacity is  a crime  not  to  be  forgiven;  and  how- 
ever painful  it  may  be  to  inflict,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, that  mercy  to  the  delinquent  would 
be  treason  to  the  public. 

I CAN  the  more  easily  understand  the  painful- 
ncss  of  the  contiict  between  charity  andduty,  be- 
cause at  this  moment  I am  labouring  under  it  my- 
self ; and  I feel  it  the  more  acutely,  because  I am 
confident,  that  the  paroxysms  of  passion  that 
have  produced  these  public  discussions  have  been 
bitterly  repented  of.  I think,  also,  that  I should 
not  act  fairly  if  I did  not  acquit  my  learned  op- 
ponents of  all  share  whatsoever  in  this  prosecution 
— they  have  too  much  good  sense  to  have  advised 
it ; on  the  contrary,  I can  easih^  suppose,  Mr._  at- 
torney general  sent  for  to  give  counsel  and  com- 
fort to  his  patient;  and  after  hearing  no  very  con- 
cise detail  of  his  griefs,  his  resentments  and  his 
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misgivings,  methinks  I hear  the  answer  that  he 
gives,  after  a pause  of  sympathy  and  reflection  : 
— No,  sir,  don’c  proceed  in  such  a business ; 
you’ll  only  expose  yourself  to  scorn  in  one  coun- 
try, and  to  detestation  in  the  other.  You  know 
you  durst  not  try  him  here,  where  the  whole  king- 
dom would  be  his  witness.  If  you  should  attempt 
to  try  him  there,  where  he  can  have  no  witness, 
you  will  have  both  countries  upon  your  back. 
An  English  jury  would  never  find  him  guilty. 
You  will  only  confirm  the  charge  against  yourself; 
and  be  the  victim  of  an  impotent,  abortive  ma- 
lice. If  you  should  have  any  ulterior  project 
against  him,  you  wdll  defeat  that  also;  for  those 
that  might  otherwise  concur  in  the  design,  w’ill 
be  shocked  and  ashamed  of  the  violence  and  folly 
of  such  a tyrannical  proceeding,  and  will  make  a 
merit  of  protecting  him,  and  of  leaving  you  in 
the  lurch. — AVhatyou  say  of  your  own  feelings, 
1 can  easily  conceive. — You  think  you  have  been 
much  exposed  by  those  letters;  but  then  remem- 
ber, m3'  dear  sir,  that  a man  can  claim  the  privi- 
lege of  being  made  ridiculous  or  hateful  b}'  no  pub- 
lications but  his  Qwm.  Vindictive  critics  have 
their  rights,  as  w’ell  as  bad  authors.  The  thing  is 
bad  enough  at  best;  but,  if  you  go  on,  3'ou  will 
make  it  wmrse — it  w'ill  be  considered  an  attempt 
to  degrade  the  Irish  bench  and  the  Irish  bar-- 
you  are  not  aware  what  a nest  of  hornets  }^ou  are 
disturbing.— One  inevitable  consequence'  \'OU 
don’t  foresee--- 3'ou  will  certainly  create  the  veiy' 
thing  in  Ireland,  that  you  are  so  afraid  of,  a news- 
3 i*  paper  - 
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l^aper think  of  that;,  and  keep  yourself  quiet. 
•—And,  in  the  mean  time,  console  yourself  with 
reflecting,  that  no  man  is  laughed  at  for  a long 
time every  day  wall  procure  some  new  ridicule 
'thatmust  supersede  him.'*— Such,  I am  satisfied, 
was  tlie  counsel  giren  ; but  I have  no  apprehen- 
sion for  my  client,  because  it  w as  not  taken.  Even 
if  it  should  be  his  fate  so  be  surrendered  to  his 
keepers-— to  be  torn  from  his  family— to  have  his 
obsequies  performed  by  torch  light— to  be  car- 
ried to  a foreign  land,  and  to  a strange  tribunal, 
where  no  w itness  can  attest  his  innocence,  where 
no  voice  that  he  ever  heard  can  be  raised  in  his 
defence,  w’here  he  must  stand  mute,  not  of  his  ow  n 
malice,  but  the  malice  of  his  enemies-— yes,  even 
so,  I see  nothing  for  him  to  fear — that  all  gracious 
Being,  that  shields  the  feeble  from  the  oppressor, 
w ill  fill  his  heart  with  hope,  and  confidence,  and 
courage;  hissufferings  will  be  his  armour,  andhis 
w^eakness  will  be  his  strength : he  will  find  himself 
in  the  hands  of  a brave,  a just,  and  a generous 
nation— -he  will  find  that  the  bright  examples  of 
her  Russels  and  her  Sidneys  have  not  been  lost  to 
her  children;  they  wdll  behold  him  wdth  sympathy 
and  respect,  and  his  persecutors  with  shame  and 
abhorrence;  they  will  feel,  too,  that  what  is  then 
his  situation,  may  to-morrow  be  their  own— but 
their  first  tear  will  be  shed  for  him,  and  the  se- 
cond only  for  themselves their  hearts  will 

melt  in  his  acquittal;  they  wdll  convey  him' 
kindly  and  fondly  to  tlieir  shorr*;  and  he  will 
return  in  triumph  to  his  country ; to  the  threshold 
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of  his  sacred  home,  and  to  the  weeping  welcome 
of  his  delighted  family ; he  will  find  that  the  dark- 
ness of  a dreary  and  a lingering  night  hath  at 
length  passed  away,  and  that  joy  cometh  in  the 
morning.— -No,  my  lords,  I have  no  fear  for  the 
id ti mate  safety  of  my  client.  Even  in  these  very 
acts  of  brutal  violence  that  have  been  commit-' 
ted  againsi:  him,  do  I hail  the  flattering  hope  of 
llnal  advantage  to  him,  but  of  better  days  and 
inoreprosperous  fortune  for  this  aftlicjed  country 
---that  country  of  which  I have  so  often  aban- 
doned all  hope,  and  which  I have  been  so  often 
deteriniued  to  quit  for  ever. 

Siepc  vale  dicto  multa  sum  delude  locutuSy 

Fa  quasi  discedens  oscula  sumnia  dabaviy 

I?idulgens  animoy  pes  tardus  erat, 

13iit  I am  reclaimed  from  that  infidel  despair— I 
am  satisfied,  that  while  a man  is  suffered  to  live> 
it  is  an  intimation  from  providence  that  he  has 
some  duty  to  discharge,  which  it  is  mean  and 
criminal  to  decline  : had  I been  guilty  of  that  ig- 
nominious flight,  and  gone  to  pine  in  the  obscu- 
rity of  some  distant  retreat,  even  in  that  grave  I 
should  have  been  haunted  by  those  passions  by 
which  my  life  had  been  agitated— 

3.U(C  cura  vivos,  eadem  sequitur  tellure  reposlos. 
And,  if  the  transactions  of  this  day  had  reached 
me,  I feel,  liow  my  heart  would  have  been  ago- 
nised by  the  shame  of  llie  desertion,  nor  would  my 
sufferings  have  been  mitigated  by  a sense  of  the 
feebleness  of  that  aid,  or  the  smallness  of  thatser- 
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vice  which  I could  render  or  withdraw.  They 
would  have  been  aggravated  by  the  consciousness 
that,  however  feeble  or  worthless  they  were,  I 
should  not  have  dared  to  thieve  them  from  my 
country.— I have  repented— -I  have  staid-— and  I 
am  at  once  rebuked  and  rewarded  by  the  happier 
hopes  that  I now  entertain.— In  the  anxious  sjmi- 
pathy  of  the  public— in  the  anxious  sympathy  of 
my  learned  brethren,  do  I catch  the  happy  presage 
of  a brighter  fate  for  Ireland.  They  see,  that 
within  these  sacred  walls,  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
of  man  may  be  pleaded  with  boldness  and  heard 
with  favour.  I am  satisfied  thev  will  never  forget 
the  great  trust,  of  which  they  alone  are  now  the' 
remaining  depositaries.  While  they  continue  to 
cultivate  a sound  and  literate  philosophy-— a mild 
and  tolerating  Christianity— and  to  make  both  the 
sources  of  a just,  aud  liberal,  and  constitutional 
jurisprudence,  I see  every  thing  for  us  to  hope. 
Into  their  hands,  therefore,  with  the  most  affec- 
tionate confidence  in  their  virtue,  do  I commit 
these  precious  hopes.  Even  I may  live  long 
enough  yet  to  see  the  approaching  completion, 
if  not  the  perfect  accomplishment  ol’  them. 
Pleased  shall  I then  resign  the  scene  to  fitter  ac- 
tors—pleased  shall  I lay  down  iny  wearied  head 
to  rest,  and  say  Lord,  now  lettcst  tliou  tiiy 
servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word, 
■ior  mine  eyes  have  their  salvation.’' 
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COURT  OF  ROLLS, 

MERRY, 

/ • VERSUS 

RT.  REV.  DOCTOR  JOHN  PoWER,, 

R.  C.  BISHOP  OF  WJTERPORD 


THE  FACTS  ARE  AS  FOLLOW  : 

Jn  1804,  Mary  Power  made  her  will,  be- 
queathing a considerable  part  of  her  property*  to 
the  Rev  John  Power,  and  others  in  trust  for 
cl)aritable  purposes.  Her  brother  Joseph,  then  a 
merchant  in  Spain,  was  her  next  of  kin,  and  re- 
siduary legatee:  he  died  intestate,  and  his  son, 
the  now  plaintiff,  came  over  and  took  out  admi- 
•nistration  to  his  deceased  father,  and  brought  a 
suit  in  the  spiritual  court,  to  set  aside  the  will, 
as  unduly  obtained,  and  as  disposing  of  a large 
property  to  papists,  and  for  superstitious  uses. 
In  that  court  the  plaintiff  applied  for  an  admi- 
nistrator, paidenfe  lite,  and  was  refused.  The 
present  bill  was  filed,  praying  that  the  effects 
might  be  brought  into  court.  This  bill  was  hied 
only  a few  weeks  ; and  now,  before  the  defendant 
had  answered,  a motion  was  made  by  doctor  Va- 
vasour, for  a receiver,  and  that  doctor  Power, 
the  actiuGf  executor,  should  be  ordered  lorthwhlh 
to  bring  the  effects  into  court;  he  relied  on  the. 
afhdavitof  hisclient,  the  plaintiff,  charging  that 

the 


tlie  will  was  obtained  by  fraud  by  the  defendant 
Power,  and  that  at  best  it  could  not  be  sustained, 
as  being  a trust  altogether  for  popish  uses.  The 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Preiulergast,  who 
strongly  argued  against  tiie  imjiutations  thrown 
out  upon  the  conduct  of  doctor  Power,  by  the 
name  of  this  ‘‘  one  John  Potoer,  a popish  priestP 
He  insisted  that  under  the  w hole  circumstances 
there  was  no  colour  for  impeacliing  the  transac- 
tion 5 that  the  bequests  were  most  praise- worthy ; 
that  there  had  already  been  a decree  of  this  court 
obtained  by  the  trustees  of  charitable  douatious, 
aflirming  the  legality  of  the  trusts,  and  that  it 
would  be  unprecedented  for  a court  to  interfere 
in  this  way,  and  before  an  answer  came  in  ; or  any 
tlelay  or  resistance,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
to  put  in  his  answer.  Other  gentlemen,  on  both 
sides,  argued  very  zealously  for  their  clients. 

Ills  Honor  (Mr.  Curran)' said,  that  if. the 
question  had  been  brought  forward  upon  the  mere 
rule  of  the  court,  he  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  give  matiy  reasons  for  the  order  he 
intended  to  make,  but  pressed  so  strongly  as  it  has 
been,  both  by  the  arguments  themselves,  and 
perhaps  more  so  by  the  style  and  manner  of  put- 
ting them,  as  well  as  the  supposed  policy  which 
has  been  called  in  to  aid  them  : 

Itiiink,”  said  hishonour,  I ought  to  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  I mean  to  act  in  my  de- 
cision. First,  then,  it  is  urged,  that  this  is  fhe 
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case  of  an  insolvent  and  wasting  executor,  hav- 
ing fraudulently  obtained  the  will.  As  to  insol- 
venc\" — to  be  an  executor  it  is  not  necessary  to 
be  rich  ^ integrity  and  discretion  are  the  essential 
qualities  of  an  executor.  If  the  testator  thinks 
he  has  found  these  in  an  executor  of  humble 
means,  this  court  has  no  power  to  controul  him ; 
he  may  bestow  hispropert}^  as  a gift  to  whom  he 
pleases.  1 1 would  be  strange  if  he  could  not  con- 
fide it  as  a trust  to  whom  he  chooses;  1 know, 
of  no  necessary  connexion  between  wealth  and 
honesty  ; — I fear  that  integrity  is  not  always 
found  to  be  the  parent  or  offspring  of  riches.  To 
interfere,  therefore,  as  is  now  sought,  with  this 
executor,  would  be  little  short  of  removing  the 
will.  But  it  is' said  this  will  has  been  obtained 
by  fraud,  practised  by  this  one  John  Pozccry 
No  doubt  this  court  has  acted,  where  strong 
ground  of  suspicion  of  fraud,  and  danger  of  the 
))roperty  being  made  away  with,  have  appeared ; 
])iit,  do  these  grounds  now  appear  to  this  court? 

Here  his  honour  recapitulated  the  facts  sworn 
to,  and  said : 

I SEE  no  semblance  of  fact  to  sustain  such 
a charge.  Who  does  this  “ one  John  l^ower,  a 
popish  priesty'  turn  out  to  be  ?— I find  lie  is  a 
catliolic  clergyman — a doctor  in  divinitv,  and' 
the  titular  bishop  in  the  diocese  of  Waterford. 
And  yet  I am  now  pressed  to  believe  that  this  gen- 
tleman lias  obtained  this  will  by  fraud.  Every 
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fact  now  appearing- repels  the  charge;  I cannot 
but  say  tliat  the  personal  character  of  the  person 
accused,  repels  it  still  more  strongly.  Can  I be 
brought,  on  grounds  like  those  now  before  me, 
to  believe,  that  a man,  liaving  the  education  of 
a scholar,  the  habits  of  a religious  life,  and  ves- 
ted with  so  high  a character  in  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel,  could  be  capable  of  so  detestable  a 
prophauation  as  is  Hung  upon  him  r — Can  I for- 
get that  he  is  a Christian  bishop,  clothed  not.  in 
the  mere  authority  of  a sect,  but  clothed  in  tlic 
indelible  character  of  the  episcopal  order— suf- 
fering no  diminution  from  his  supposed  hetero- 
doxy, nor  drawing  any  increase  or  confirmation 
from  the  merits  of  his  conformity,  should  he 
think  proper  to  renounce  what  we  call  the  errors 
of  his  faith  ? — Can  I bring  my  mind  on  slight,  or 
rather  on  no  grounds,  to  believe,  that  he  could 
trample  under  his  feet  all  the  impressions  of  that 
edncatioiv  of  those  habits,  and  of  that  high  rank 
in  the  sacredministry  of  the  gospel  which  beholds 
as  to  sink  to  tlie  odious  impiety  imputed  to  him  ? 
—Can  I bring  myself  to  believe  such- a man,  at 
the  dying  bed  of  hisfellow-creature,  would  be  ca- 
pable with  one  hand  of  presenting  the  cross  be- 
fore her  lifted  eye,  and  with  the  other,  of  basely 
thieving  from  her  those  miserable  dregs  of  this 
world,  of  which  his  perfidious  tongue  was  employ- 
ed in  teaching  her  a Christian’s  estimate  ? — I 
don’t  believe  it ; on  the  contrary,  I am  (as  far  as 
it  belongs  to  me  in  tliis  interlocutory  way,  to 
judge  of  the  fact)  as  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
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conductor  doctor  Power  was  what  it  ought  to  be, 
as  I am  that  the  testatrix  is  dead. 

But,’*  said  his  honour,  I am  called  on  to 
interfere,  it  being  a foolisii  bequest  to  superstitious ^ 
and  those  popish,  uses  ! I have  looked  into  those 
bequests — I find  the  object  of  them  is  to  provide 
shelter  and  comfortable  support  for  poor  helpless 
females  ; and  clothes,  and  food  and  instruction 
for  poor  orphan  children.  Would  to  god  I could 
see  more  frequent  instances  of  such  bequests  1 
Beautiful  in  the  sight  of  god  must  it  be — beauti- 
ful in  the  sight  of  man  ought  it  be,  to  see  the  dy- 
ing Christian  so  employed — to  see  the  last  mo- 
ments of  human  life  so  spent  in  acts  of  gratuitous 
benevolence,  or  even  of  interested  expiation.-— 
How  can  we  beliold  such  acts,  without  regar- 
ding them  as  forming  a claim,  as  springing  from 
a consciousness  of  immortality  ? In  all  ages  the 
hour  of  death  has  been  considered  as  an  interval 
of  more  than  ordinary  illumination ; as  if  some 
rays  from  the  light  of  the  approaching  world 
liad  found  their  way  to  the  darkness  of  the  par- 
ting spirit,  and  revealed  to  it  an  existence  that 
could  not  terminate  in  the  grave,  but  was  to 
commence  in  death. 

But  these  uses  are  condemned,  as  being  not 
only  superstitious  but  popish  uses.  As  to  that, 
I must  say  that  I feel  no  disposition  to  give  any 
assistance  even  to  the  orthodox  rapine  of  tlie  liv- 
ing, in  defeating  even  the  heterodox  charity  of 
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the  dead.  I am  aware  that  this  objection  means 
somewhat  more  than  directly  meets  the  ear,  if  it 
means  any  thing.  T he  objects  of  these  bequests, 
it  seems,  are  catholics,  dr,  as  they  have  been 
called,  papists ; and  the  insinuation  clearly  is, 
that  the  religion  of  the  objects  of  this  woman's 
bounty  calls  upon  me  to  exercise  some  peculiar 
rigour  of  interference  to  abridge  or  defeat  her 
intentions.  Upon  this  point  1 wish  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood ; I don't  conceive  this  to  be 
the  spirit  of  our  existing  law ; nor,  of  course,  the 
duty  of  this  court  to  act  upK)n  that  principle  in  the 
way  contended  for.  In  times,  thank  God,  now. 
past,  the  laws  ,would  have  warranted  such  doc- 
trines. Those  lazos  owed  their  existence  to  unfortic- 
Tiate  combinations  of  circumstances  that  were  thought 
to  render  them  necessary.  But  if  xve  look  back 
with  sorrow  to  their  enactment j let  us  look  forzcard 
wkli  kindness  and  gratitude  to  their  repeal.  Pro^ 
duced  by  national  calamityy  they  were  bf'ought,  by 
national  benenolaice,  as  well  as  by  national  contri-- 
tioUy  to  the  altar  of  public  Justice  and  Concordy  and 
there  offered  as  a sacrifice  to  atoncy  to  healy  to  con^ 
ciliatCy  to  restore  social  confidence , and  to  give  us 
that  hope  of  prosp^erity  and  safetpy  which  no  people 
ever  hady  or  deserved,  or  dared  to  have,  except 
where  it  is  founded  on  a community  of  interests, 
a perfectly  even  and  equal  participation  of  just 
rights,  and  a consequent  contribution  of  all  the 
strength— of  all  the  parts  so  equally  interested 
in  the  defence  of  the  whole. 
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I KNOW  they  have  been  supposed  to  origin 
iiate  in  religious  bigotry — that  is  religious  zeal 
carried  to  excess— never  thought  so.  The  real 
spirit  of  our  holy  religion  is  too  incorruptibly 
pure  and  beneficent  to  be  depraved  into  any  such 
excess.  x\nalysc  the  bigot’s  object,  and  vve  see 
he  takes  nothing  from  religion  but  a flimsy  pre- 
text in  the  profanation  of  its  name  ; he  professes 
the  correction  of  error  and  the  propagation  of 
truth.  But  when  he  has  gained  the  victory, 
what  are  the  terms  he  makes  for  himself?  Pow- 
er and  profit.  What  terms  does  he  make  for  re- 
ligion? Profession  and  conformity.— What  is 
that  profession  ? the  mere  utterance  of  the  lips 
—the  utterance  of  sounds,  that  aftei'  a pulsati- 
on or  two  upon  the  air,  are  just  as  visible  and  las- 
ting as  they  are  audible.  What  is  the  confor- 
mity ? Is  it  the  practice  of  any  social  virtue  or 
Christian  duty  ? Is  it  the  forgiveness  of  injuries, 
or  the  payment  of  debts,  or  the  practice  of  cha- 
rity ? No  such  things.  It  is  the  performance  of 
some  bodily  gesture  or  attitude.  It  is  going  to 
some  place  of  worship.  It  is  to  stand  or  to  kneel, 
or  to  bow  to  the  poor-box,  but  it  is  not  a confor- 
mity that  has  any  thing  to  do  with  the  judgment, 
or  the  heart,  or  the  conduct.  All  these  things 
bigotry  meddles  not  with,  blit  leaves  them  to  re- 
ligion herself  to  perform.  Bigotry  onlj'-  adds  one 
more,  and  that  a very  odious  one,  to  the  num  > 
ber  of  those  human  stains  wliich  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  true  religion  not  to  burn  out  with  the  bi- 
got s fire,  but  to  expunge  and  wash  away  by  the 
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cliristian’s  tears. — Such  invariably,  in  all  coun- 
tries and  ages,  have  been  the  motives  to  the  bi- 
got’s conflicts,  and  such  the  use  of  his  victories: 
Not  the  propagation  of  any  opinion,  but  the  en- 
grossment of  power  and  plunder — of  homage  and 
tribute.  Such,  I much  fear,  was  the  real  origin 
of  our  popery  laws.-— But  power  and  privilege 
must  necessarily^  be  confined  to  very  few.  In 
hostile  armies  you  find  them  pretty  equal,  the 
victors  and  the  vanquished,  in  the  numbers  of 
their  hospitals  and  in  the  numbers  of  their  dead; 
so  it  is  wdth  nations;  the  great  mass  is  despoiled 
and  degraded,  but  the  spoil  itself  is  confined  to 
few  indeed.  The  result  finally  can  be  nothing 
but. the  disease  of  dropsy  and  decrepitude.  In 
Ireland  this  was  peculiarly  the  case.  Religion 
was  dishonored,  man  was  degraded,  and  social 
affections  vrere  almost  extinguished.  A fezvy  a 
■very few  still  profited  by  this  abasement  of  hu- 
manity. But  let  it  be  remembered,  with  a just 
feeling  of  grateful  respect  to  their  patriotic  and 
disinterested  virtue,  audit  is  for  this  purpose 

that  1 have  alluded  as  I have  done,  that  that  few 
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composed  the  whole  power  of  the  legislature 
which  concurred  in  the  repeal  of  that  system, 
and  left  remaining  of  it,  not  an  edifice  to  be  de- 
molished, but  a mere  heap  of  rubbish,  unsightly, 
perhaps  pernicious — to  be  carted  away. 

If  the  repeal  of  those  laws  had  been  a more 
abjuration  of  intolerance,  I should  have  given  it 
little  credit.  The  growing  knowledge  of  the 
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world,  particularly  of  the  sister  nation,  had  dis- 
closed and  unmasked  intolerance;— had  putitto' 

shame,  and  consequently  to  flight ! But  thouoli 
public  opinion  may  proscribe  intolerance,  it  cannot 
fake  away  powers  or  privileges  established  bylaw. 

hose  powers  of  exclusion  and  monopolv  could 
be  given  np  only  by  the  generous  relinquilhment 
of  those  wlio  possessed  them.  And  nobly  were 
they  so  relinquished  by  those  Repealing  statutes. 

lose  lovers  of  their  country  saw  the  public  ne- 
cessity of  the  sacrifice,  and  most  disinterestediv 
c id  the3-miako  it.  If  too,  (hey  have  been  sino-u"^- 
lar  in  this  virtue,  they  have  been  as  singularl  v hn- 
tunate  in  their  reward.  In  general,  the  legisla- 
tor,  though  he  sows  the  seed  of  public  good  is 
himself  numbered  with  the  dead  befo.re  the  bar- 
vest  can  be  gathered.  With  us  it  has  not  been 
so  With  us  the  public  benefactors,  inanj^  of 
them  at  least,  have  lived  to  see  the  blessiiv’-  of 
heaven  upon  their  virtue,  in  an  uniformly  accele- 
rating progress  of  industry  and  comfort,  and  li- 
berality, and  social  affection,  and  common  inte- 
rest, .such  as  I do  not  believe  that  any  age  or  na- 
tjon  has  ever  vvitnessed. 

“ StTCH  do  I know  was  the  view,  and  such  tli'* 
Lojie  with  which  that  legislature,  now  no  more  ) 
proceeded  so  far  as  they  went,  in  the  repeal  of 
those  laws  so  repealed.  And  well  do  I know 

how  warmly  it  is  now  rememheredhy  every  think- 
ing catholic,  thai,  not  a single  voice  for  those  re- 
peals was  or  could  be  given  except  by  a protes- 
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tant  legislator.  With  infinite  pleasure  do  I also 
knotv  and  feel  that  the  same  sense  of  justice  and  good 
kVI  rchich  then  produced  the  repeal  of  those  laws,  is 
confinuins  to  act,  andwith  increasing  energy,  upon 
those  persons  in  both  countries,  whose  worth  and 
tohose  -wisdom  are  likely  to  explode  whatever  princi- 
ple is  dictated  by  bigotry  or  folly  ; and  to  give  cur- 
rency and  action  to  whatever  principle  is  wise  and 
sabitary.  ' Such,  also,  I know  to  be  the  feelings  of 
^cry  court  in  this  haU.  It  is  from  this  enlarged 
and  humanized  spirit  of  legislation  that  courts  of 
justice  ougM  io  take  their  principles  of  expounding 

the  law. 


« At  another  time  I should  probably  have 
deemed  it  rieht  to  have  preserved  a more  respect- 
ful distance7rom  somesubjects  which  I have  pre- 
sumed’Cbut  certainly  with  the  best  intentions, 
and  I hope,  no  unbecoming  freedom)  to  ap- 
oach  — But  I see  the  interest  the  question  has 
excited ; and  I think  it  right  to  let  no  person  car- 
rv  awav  with  him  any  mistake,  as  to  the  grounds 
cf  rov  decision,  or  suppose  that  it  is  either  the  duly 
cr  the  deposition  of  our  courts  to  make  any  harsh  or 
jea'ous  distinctions  in  their  judgment,  founded  mi 
any  differences  of  religious  sects  orUnets  I think 
therefore,  the  motion  ought  to  be  refused ; and 
I think  myself  bound  to  mark  still  more  strong  y 
my  sense  of  its  impropriety,  by  refusing  it  with 

full  costs. 
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